
ACTS, 1983. - Chap. 526. 

Chap. 526. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DESIGNATION OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately provide for the 
designation of public health officers in the department of public 
health, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conven
ience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by inserting after section 7 the following sect ion:-

Section 7A. The commissioner, with the approval of the secre
tary of human services, may designate certain physicians and 
dentists employed by the department as public health off icers; 
provided, however, that there shall be not more than ten public 
health officers in the department at any one time. In order to 
be eligible to be designated as a public health off icer, an employ
ee shall have received a doctor of medicine, doctor of dental 
medicine or equivalent degree from an accredited medical or 
dental school, and shall be fu l ly registered to practice medicine 
or dentistry in the commonwealth, and shall be serving in a 
management position classified as a program manager specialist 
allocated to Job Group M-VI I , M-VI I I , M-IX, M-X, M-XI or M-XII 
in the management salary schedule in section for ty -s ix C of 
chapter t h i r t y . The salaries of the positions in which public 
health officers are serving shall, however, be determined in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph (5A) of said section 
for ty-s ix C and shall not be subject to paragraph (4) of section 
fo r ty - f i ve of said chapter t h i r t y . 

SECTION 2. Section 46C of chapter 30 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in section 73 of chapter 699 of the acts of 1981, is 
hereby amended by inserting after paragraph (5) the following 
paragraph:-

(5A) The said administrator shall submit, in wr i t i ng , to the 
budget director and the house and senate committees on ways 
and means a list of positions the incumbents of which have been 
designated as public health officers in accordance with the 
provisions of section eight of chapter seventeen. The salaries of 
such positions shall be determined annually by the commissioner 
of administration on or before June f i r s t after recommendation by 
the personnel administrator, who shall make such recommendation 
annually on or before May f i rs t after having conducted an analy-
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sis of salaries for the same or similar types of positions paid by 
other governments and by private employers with which the 
commonwealth must compete in securing qualified applicants for 
such positions. The maximum shall not exceed one hundred and 
twenty- f ive per cent of the salary rate set for th at each step- in-
range of the management job group to which the positions are 
allocated in section for ty -s ix C of chapter t h i r t y . 

Approved November 30, 1983. 

Chap. 527. AN ACT ENABLING CITIES AND TOWNS TO 
REGULATE THE CONVERSION OF RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY TO THE CONDOMINIUM FORMS OF 
OWNERSHIP. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY. The general 
court f inds and declares that a serious public emergency exists 
within the commonwealth with respect to the housing of a sub
stantial number of the citizens of the commonwealth. This rental 
housing emergency has been created by the lack of suff icient 
new rental housing production, by prolonged increases in housing 
costs at a rate substantially exceeding increases in personal 
income, by housing abandonment, by increased costs of new 
housing construction and finance, and by increased residential 
mortgage interest rates. It has also been created by the effect 
of conversion of rental housing into condominiums or cooperatives. 
These forms of home ownership constitute an important and 
positive dimension in addressing the housing needs of the com
monwealth. However, absent suff icient new rental housing 
product ion, such conversion necessarily reduces the stock of 
rental housing otherwise available. A substantial and increasing 
shortage of rental housing accommodations, especially for the 
elder ly, the handicapped, and persons and families of low and 
moderate income, has been and will continue to be the result of 
this emergency. Unless the available stock of rental housing, 
and the tenants who reside therein, receive fu r ther protection 
from the consequences of conversion of said accommodations to 
condominiums and cooperatives than the law now affords, this 
rental housing shortage will generate serious threats to the 
public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the 
commonwealth, part icularly the elder ly, the handicapped, and 
persons and families of low and moderate income. It is therefore 
necessary that such emergency be dealt with immediately. 
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