
which is to immediately regulate the awarding of certain contracts by municipal 
light departments, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 56B of chapter 164 of the General Laws, as appearing in 
the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- All contracts made by a 
municipal light commission where the amount involved is five thousand dollars or 
more shall be in writing. 

SECTION 2. Section 56C of said chapter 164, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- Every municipal light commission or manager thereof, who 
makes or executes a contract on behalf of a municipal lighting plant, where the 
amount involved is five thousand dollars or more, shall furnish said contract or a 
copy thereof to the city or town auditor within one week after its execution. 

SECTION 3. Section 56D of said chapter 164, as so appearing, is hereby 
amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:- No contract for the purchase of equipment, supplies or 
materials, the actual or estimated cost of which amounts to ten thousand dollars 
or more, and no contract for the purchase of generation, transmission or 
distribution equipment, the actual cost or estimated cost of which amounts to ten 
thousand or more, except in cases of special emergencies involving the health, 
safety or welfare of the people or their property, shall be awarded unless proposals 
for the same have been invited by advertisement in at least one newspaper 
published in the city or town in which the lighting plant is located, or, if there is 
no such newspaper, in a newspaper published in the same county, such 
publication to be at least one week before the time specified for the opening of 
said proposals. 

Approved October 18, 1991. 

Chapter 284. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS IN THE TOWN OF PEMBROKE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established in the town of Pembroke a department 
of public works, hereinafter called the department, which shall be under the 
jurisdiction of a board of commissioners to be elected as provided in section two. 
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The department shall have all of the powers and duties now vested in or exercised 
by any of the following departments, which are hereby renamed divisions and 
included within said department of public works: cemetery, tree, highway and 
water. No contracts, obligations or liabilities in force on the effective date of this 
art shall be affected hereby, but the department shall in all respects be the lawful 
successor of the departments now included as divisions in the department of public 
works. 

SECTION 2. The board of commissioners shall consist of three members being 
each elected to serve three year terms as hereinafter provided. The initial members 
of said board shall be elected by the voters at the regular town election on election 
day, on May second, nineteen hundred and ninety-two. The candidate receiving 
the highest number of votes shall serve for three years, the candidate receiving the 
second highest number of votes shall serve for two years, and the candidate 
receiving the third highest number of votes shall serve for one year. Thereafter all 
terms shall be three year terms. Upon the election of a board of commissioners 
die elected positions of highway surveyor, tree warden and board of water 
commissioners shall be eliminated and the appointed cemetery commissioners 
shall become cemetery trustees and shall control the care and expenditure of 
perpetual care funds as provided in section twenty-five of chapter one hundred and 
fourteen of the General Laws. 

SECTION 3. The board of commissioners shall appoint a director of public 
works, whose qualifications, as outlined by the wage and personnel board, powers 
and duties shall be determined and prescribed by said board of commissioners, and 
who shall be responsible to said board. The director shall have authority to carry 
out die policies of said board and over the operations of the department. The 
director shall appoint and remove such staff assistants and employees as he deems 
necessary, subject to appropriation, with the approval of said board. Such staff may 
include a working foreman for each division. The director shall hold office subject 
to the will of the board and shall be appointed for a three year term. 

SECTION 4. The town of Pembroke may, after the expiration of three years 
from the effective date of this act, vote at an annual town meeting to revoke this 
act and the question of revocation shall be submitted to the voters in the form of 
the following question, which shall be placed on the official ballot used for the 
election of town officers: "Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 
nineteen hundred and ninety-one, entitied 'An Act establishing a department of 
public works in the town of Pembroke', be revoked?" 

If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question is in the affirmative, 
then at the next annual town election held after said vote of revocation, the town 
shall elect such officers as are necessary to exercise and perform the powers, rights 
and duties transferred to the department of public works by this act. Such action 
shall not affect any contract or liability then created or existing. All General Laws 
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respecting town administration and town officers and any special laws relative to 
said town, the operation of which has been suspended or superseded by this act, 
shall then be in full force and effect. Any by-law inconsistent with such general 
or special laws shall be revoked thereby. Any subsequent vote to revoke this act 
shall not be taken more often than once in three years. 

SECTION 5. Section one of this act shall take effect on May second, nineteen 
hundred and ninety-two. Sections two, three and four shall take effect upon their 
passage. 

Approved October 21, 1991. 

Chapter 285. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CO-OPERATIVE BANK IN
VESTMENT FUND. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 3 of chapter 482 of the acts of 1984 is hereby amended by striking out 
the last paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

For the purposes of this section, the term "co-operative bank" shall include any 
savings bank incorporated as such in the commonwealth and subject to the 
provisions of chapter one hundred and sixty-eight of the General Laws, any trust 
company incorporated as such in the commonwealth and subject to the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and seventy-two of the General Laws, any credit union 
incorporated as such in the commonwealth and subject to the provisions of chapter 
one hundred and seventy-one of the General Laws, and any federally chartered 
credit union, savings bank, or savings and loan association with its principal place 
of business in the commonwealth, or any parent, subsidiary or other affiliated 
companies of the above mentioned entities or of any co-operative bank. 

Approved October 21, 1991. 

Chapter 286. AN ACT RELATIVE TO FUNDS TRANSFERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Subsection (2) of section 1-105 of chapter 106 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the 
following paragraph:-

Governing law in the Article on Funds Transfers. 
Section 4A-507. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 106 is hereby amended by inserting after Article 4, 

789 


