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that such determination or pronouncement be made in writing on a form approved by the 
commissioner of public health and subscribed under pains and penalties of perjury; and, 
provided further, that the medical examiner be notified forthwith of the exact location to 
which the decedent has been removed. 

SECTION 2. The chief medical examiner shall report to the house and senate 
committees on ways and means, within sixty days of the effective date of this act, a plan for 
the location of a satellite medical examiner's office to be located at the City Hospital campus 
of the University of Massachusetts Medical Center. The medical examiner shall also report 
to said committees recommendations to establish a next of kin notification sequence to allow 
for more than one individual to identify a deceased person in the event the immediate next 
of kin is unavailable. 

Approved April 23, 1996. 

Chapter 71. AN ACT AUTHORIZING CERTAIN PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 
CREDITABLE RETIREMENT SERVICE TIME FOR ACTIVE 
SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Paragraph (g) of subdivision (2) of section 3 of chapter 32 of the 
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out Group 4, as amended by section 52 of 
chapter 38 of the acts of 1995, and inserting in place thereof the following:-

Group 4. - Division of law enforcement of the department of fisheries, wildlife and 
recreational vehicles; conservation officer of the city of Haverhill having duties similar to 
a law enforcement officer of the department of fisheries, wildlife and recreational vehicles; 
employees of the Massachusetts Port Authority at the General Edward Lawrence Logan 
International Airport, comprising permanent crash crewmen, fire control men, assistant fire 
control men; members of police and fire departments not classified in Group I; any police 
officer of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority; employees whose regular 
compensation is paid by the United States from funds allocated to the Massachusetts 
National Guard and who are regularly and permanently employed under the control of the 
military department of the commonwealth and whose duties in such employment require 
substantially all normal working hours and whose continued employment is based upon 
federal recognition in the Massachusetts National Guard; employees of a municipal gas or 
electric generating or distribution plant who are employed as linemen, electric switchboard 
operators, electric maintenance men, steam engineers, boiler operators, firemen, oilers, 
mechanical maintenance men, and supervisors of said employees who shall include 
managers and assistant managers; employees of the Massachusetts Port Authority who are 
employed as licensed electricians, utility technicians, steam engineers, watch engineers, 
boiler operators, or steam firemen, and supervisors of said employees, at an electrical 
generating or distribution plant; employees of the department of correction who are employ-
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ed at any correctional institution or prison camp under the control of said department and 
who hold the position of correction officer, female correction officer, industrial instructor, 
recreation officer, assistant industrial shop manager, industrial shop manager, assistant to the 
supervisor of industries, supervisor of industries, senior correction officer, senior female 
correction officer, supervising correction officer, supervising female correction officer, 
prison camp officer, senior prison camp officer, supervising prison camp officer, assistant 
deputy superintendent; employees of the parole board who hold the position of parole officer 
or parole supervisor; chief of security for the University of Massachusetts medical school 
or supervising identification agent; employees who hold the position of state hospital 
steward in the department of correction; the sheriff, superintendent, assistant superintendent, 
assistant deputy superintendent and correction officers of county correctional facilities; 
district attorneys, assistant district attorneys who have been employed in such capacity for 
ten years or more; and the chief fire warden and district fire wardens in the executive office 
of environmental affairs. 

SECTION 2. Paragraph (h) of subdivision (1) of section 4 of said chapter 32, as 
appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 
paragraph :-

Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or any other general or special law, 
rule or regulation to the contrary, a member in service of a retirement system as defined in 
section one who is a veteran who served in the armed forces of the United States and who 
has completed ten or more years of membership service shall be entitled to credit for active 
service in the armed services of the United States; provided, however, that such active 
service shall not be credited until such member has paid into the annuity savings fund of 
such system, in one sum or in installments, upon such terms and conditions as the board may 
prescribe, makeup payments of an amount equal to the ten percent of the regular annual 
compensation of the member when said member entered the retirement system; and, 
provided further that such creditable service shall not be construed to include service for 
more than four years provided further, that such creditable service shall not be allowed for 
any period of active service for which said veteran has received credit pursuant to 
paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section 4 of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws or for 
which said veteran receives a federal military pension. This act shall apply to Massachusetts 
National Guard and Active Reserve personnel, both former and present. Creditable service 
time, both enlisted and commissioned may be applied toward retirement on a ratio of five 
years guard service or five years active reserve service substitutable for each year of active 
service. 

SECTION 3. For the retirement system of any political subdivision, the provisions 
of this act shall take effect on the effective date of this act by majority vote of the board of 
such system and by the local legislative body. For the purposes of this paragraph local 
legislative body shall mean a town meeting for a town system, the city council subject to the 
provisions of its charter for a city system, the county commissioners for a county system, the 
district members for a district system and the governing body of an authority for an authority 
system. Acceptance shall be deemed to have occurred upon the filing of a certification of 
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such vote with the commissioner. 
Members in service of a retirement system eligible for said creditable service under 

this act shall make application for said creditable service within one hundred and eighty days 
of being notified by the retirement board of their eligibility after becoming vested in the 
retirement system, or for currently eligible members, within one hundred and eighty days of 
the acceptance of this act by the local legislative body. 

Terms used in this act shall have the same meaning as those terms defined in section 
one of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws. 

Approved April 25, 1996. 

Chapter 72. AN ACT RELATIVE TO CHARTER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which 
is to provide immediately for the establishment of regional charter schools, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The ninth paragraph of section 89 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as appearing 
in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the fourth sentence the 
following sentence:- Notwithstanding the provisions of this paragraph, upon application by 
the board of trustees of a charter school or by the persons or entities seeking to establish a 
charter school, the secretary may amend or grant a charter designating such school a regional 
charter school; provided, however, that such regional charter school shall be exempt from 
the local preference provision of this paragraph; provided, further, that such regional charter 
school shall continue to grant a preference to siblings of currently enrolled students; and 
provided, further, that if the number of applicants remaining is greater than the number of 
spaces available, such regional charter school shall conduct a single lottery to determine 
which applicants shall be admitted. 

Approved April 25, 1996. 

Chapter 73. AN ACT RELATIVE TO PARKING FINES IN THE TOWN OF 
CHATHAM. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding the limitations of section twenty A'/i of chapter ninety of the 
General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary relative to the fines imposed 
for certain parking violations, the town of Chatham, acting by and through its board of 
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