
East Boston—Michael Chianca was arraigned on April 14, 2011 in Suffolk Superior Court on 40 counts of un-
employment fraud, three counts of larceny and one count of workers’ compensation fraud.  Chianca applied for 
and received unemployment benefits on two separate occasions between June 2006 and September 2008.  During 
the relevant time period Chianca was allegedly working full time for seven separate employers and failed to 
disclose his employment status to the Department of Unemployment Assistance.  In addition, Chianca allegedly 
received workers' compensation benefits from Harleysville Insurance Companies for 17 weeks while collecting 
unemployment benefits and working.  For each of the 40 weeks that Chianca collected unemployment benefits 

he allegedly notified the DUA that he was not work-
ing, that he was able to work and was available for 
work.  Chianca allegedly fraudulently collected ap-
proximately $21,100 in unemployment benefits and 
$4,881 in workers’ compensation benefits while work-
ing and collecting.  The case is being prosecuted by 
Assistant Attorney General Michael J. Walsh of the 
AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
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Salem— An Essex Superior Court jury returned guilty verdicts against Michael H. Kaplan, James C. Hyde and 
Omar Castillo on May 16, 2011.  The defendants were all found guilty by a jury after a six week trial on charges 
of motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny and attempted larceny.  Additional charges to be scheduled for trial 
include conspiracy to commit motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy to commit larceny.  Kaplan and 
Hyde were sentenced to serve two and one half years in the House of Correction followed by five years proba-
tion.  Castillo was sentenced to two and a half years in the House of Correction, nine months to serve, with the 
balance suspended for a probationary period of five years. 
 

The convictions resulted from two staged accidents in October 2002 and one in December 2002.  Leo Lopez, who 
previously pleaded guilty to multiple counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny and attempted larceny 
charges, recruited individuals to participate in staged motor vehicle accidents in the Lawrence area.  Investiga-
tion determined that these accidents never actually occurred but were reported to insurance companies for the 
sole purpose of filing fraudulent bodily injury and/or property damage claims.  The recruited participants 
would give their vehicles to Lopez, who would then damage the vehicles, making them appear to have been 
involved in motor vehicle accidents.  As part of the scheme, Lopez sent participants to specific chiropractors and 
attorneys who would then bill or seek reimbursement from the insurance companies.  Kaplan, a chiropractor 
with offices in North Andover, participated in the scheme by treating individuals involved in staged accidents 
and then submitting fraudulent insurance claims.  Hyde, an attorney who practiced in Andover, was also in-
volved in the scheme.  Kaplan and Hyde knowingly employed Lopez and Castillo to recruit claimants for these 
staged accidents.  Lopez and Castillo then directed the recruits to Kaplan and Hyde for unnecessary medical 
treatment and legal representation for accidents that never occurred.  Kaplan and Hyde submitted fraudulent 
injury claims and letters to the claimants’ insurance companies seeking payment for injuries they allegedly sus-
tained in the staged accidents.   
 

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General William R. Freeman of Attorney General Martha 
Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division.   
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Auburn Sub-Contractor Sentenced in Connection with Forging  
Insurance Certificates 
Auburn—Joseph Willis pleaded guilty and was sentenced on April 14, 2011 
in Worcester Superior Court on charges of common law uttering, common 
law forgery and larceny by false pretenses over $250.  He was sentenced to 
serve 30 days in the House of Correction, suspended with two years proba-
tion.  Willis was also ordered to pay $2,545 in restitution.  Willis, doing busi-
ness as Worcester County Siding, entered into a subcontract with a general 
contractor during November 2006 to perform vinyl siding installation at an 
Uxbridge church.  Willis employed workers who installed the siding materi-
als and the contractor had no knowledge that insurance certificates Willis 
submitted to him were fictitious.  Assistant Attorneys General Karla Zarbo 
and Kate Fitzpatrick of the AG’s Fair Labor Division prosecuted the case. 
 

Case Update—Lowell Couple Plead Guilty in Under-the-Table  
Payroll Scheme 
Lowell—Jennifer Mileski and her common law husband Kinh Dinh Do 
were sentenced on March 24, 2011 in U.S. District Court for having de-
frauded the Internal Revenue Service and Travelers Insurance Company by 
concealing millions of dollars of wages they paid to employees of their tem-
porary employment agency.  Mileski and Do were sentenced to one year and 
one day in prison to be followed by three years of supervised release and 
ordered to pay $734,225 in restitution. They had pleaded guilty in September 
2010 to a three-count criminal information with conspiracy, mail fraud and 
assisting in the preparation of false tax returns.   
 

The couple operated a temporary employment agency named C&A Associ-
ates that supplied workers to a graphics company to perform manual labor. 
The couple charged their customer by the hour for each employee and were 
responsible for paying payroll taxes and workers’ compensation insurance 
for the employees. Mileski was in charge of the business and kept its fi-
nances, while Do was responsible for recruiting workers, nearly all of whom 
were recent immigrants, and for distributing the payroll. At any given time, 
the couple had from 10 to 60 employees on the payroll.  Mileski and Do con-
cealed the true size of their payroll from the IRS and from their workers’ 
compensation insurer, Travelers Insurance Company, in order to reduce 
their employer payroll taxes (FICA) and their workers’ compensation insur-
ance payments. They did this by paying their employees in cash each week 
and hiding any record of the payments. Even though they retained a payroll 
service, they routinely told the service that C&A had no work and therefore 
no employees. Relying on this repeated misrepresentation, the payroll ser-
vice filed over 20 quarterly payroll tax returns on behalf of C&A that re-
ported no payroll. They similarly told the auditors for Travelers at the end of 
every policy period that C&A had no employees, and concealed any record 
of the cash payroll, knowing that the fewer employees they appeared to 
have, the lower their insurance premiums would be. Over the course of the 
six year scheme, the pair paid out over $3.4 million in cash wages. In so do-
ing, they fraudulently deprived the IRS of approximately $656,414 in tax 
payments and Travelers Insurance Company of approximately $77,811 in 
premium payments.   
 

The case was prosecuted by former Assistant U.S. Attorney Jonathan 
Mitchell and Assistant U.S. Attorney Sarah Walters of United States Attor-
ney Carmen M. Ortiz’s Economic Crimes Unit. 

Workers’ Compensation Premium Evasion 
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43 Individuals Recognized at 20th Anniversary Awards Ceremony 
Over the past twenty years, many individuals and organizations have contributed to the success of the Insurance Fraud 
Bureau.  On May 26, 2011, the IFB observed its 20th anniversary with an awards ceremony.  Forty-three individuals from 
the insurance industry, law enforcement agencies and prosecutors were recognized “for outstanding and invaluable con-
tributions toward the fight against insurance fraud in Massachusetts.”  Award recipients represented individuals who 
have made significant contributions to the IFB’s mission to investigate, prevent and deter insurance fraud.  The following 
individuals were recognized: 
 

 Stephen Adams, Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley 
 Jamie Amico, Special Investigation Unit, Travelers of Massachusetts 
 Mark Balthazard, Assistant United States Attorney, Office of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz 
 Lieutenant Paul Bernier, Fall River Police Department 
 Sheriff Thomas Bowler, Former Detective, Pittsfield Police Department 
 Richard Brassard, Special Investigation Unit, OneBeacon Insurance Company 
 Colleen Cassidy, Special Agent, National Insurance Crime Bureau  
 Alexander Caswell, Regan Communications 
 Kenneth Clark, Special Agent, United States Treasury, Internal Revenue Service— Criminal Investigation 
 Margret Cooke, Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley 
 Christine Cronin, Workers’ Compensation Rating and Inspection Bureau of Massachusetts 
 Tom DeMeo, Special Agent, United States Treasury, Internal Revenue Service— Criminal Investigation 
 Officer Roger DiGaetano, Chelsea Police Department 
 Joseph DiRico, AIM Mutual Insurance Company 
 Jeremy Eisemann, Former Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley 
 Lieutenant Gary Fontaine, Longmeadow Police Department 
 William Freeman, Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley 
 Michele Granda, Assistant District Attorney, Office of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley 
 Kevin Griswold, Special Investigation Unit, Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation 
 Neil Johnson, Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 
 John Klempa, Inspector, United States Postal Service, Retired 
 Nathan Lajoie, Special Investigation Unit, Travelers of Massachusetts  
 Michael Leonard, Special Agent, Office of Inspector General, Social Security Administration 
 Paul Levenson, Assistant United States Attorney, Office of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz 
 Dennis Lyons, S.D. Lyons, Inc.  
 Ryan Malone, Special Investigation Unit, Travelers of Massachusetts 
 Detective Melissa McCormick, Randolph Police Department 
 Nancy McCormick, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 Curtis McKenzie, Field Representative, New England State Police Information Network 
 Detective Mark Mendrala, Longmeadow Police Department 
 Jonathan Mitchell, Former Assistant United States Attorney, Office of United States Attorney Carmen Ortiz 
 John O’Leary, Assistant District Attorney, Office of Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. 
 Christine O’Neill, Supervisory Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Office  
 Greg Reutlinger, Deputy Chief of Investigations, Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley 
 Greg Shapiro, Assistant United States Attorney, Office of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz 
 Detective Greg Sirois, New Bedford Police Department 
 Officer Craig Stanley, Milford Police Department 
 Senator Susan Tucker, Massachusetts State Senator, Retired 
 Michael Usovicz, Special Agent, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Criminal Investigation Division 
 David Walsh, Former Assistant District Attorney, Office of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel J. Conley 
 Sarah Walters, Assistant United States Attorney, Office of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz 
 Elisha Willis, Assistant District Attorney, Office of Middlesex County District Attorney Gerard Leone 
 Chief Michael Wynn, Pittsfield Police Department 

 

The IFB wishes to acknowledge everyone—from insurance industry, law enforcement and public agency personnel, to the 
public—who submit suspected insurance fraud referrals for possible investigation.  The prosecutors of the Offices of the 
Attorney General, United States Attorney and District Attorneys, federal and law enforcement and other public agencies, 
insurance companies and many others have contributed to our success.  We thank everyone for their dedication and perse-
verance in fighting insurance fraud. 

IFB Marks 20 Years of Fraud-Fighting Success 
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Case Update—Lawrence Man Abandons Vehicle After Accident and Reports as Stolen 
Lawrence—Robert Ansaldi pleaded guilty on May 27, 2011 in Lynn District Court to charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  He was sentenced to one 
year in the House of Correction, suspended for two years.  He was also ordered to pay $1,391 in restitution.  On 
October 20, 2006, a disabled 2000 Ford Focus atop a fire hydrant was recovered by police.  The following day 
Ansaldi reported to police the alleged theft of his 2000 Ford Focus after being notified by his insurance carrier, 
MetLife Auto & Home, that the vehicle had been recovered damaged and had been involved in an accident.  A 
forensic examination of the vehicle concluded that the ignition had not been defeated, the locks were not tam-
pered with and that the correct key was used to move the vehicle.  Ansaldi admitted that he had been involved 
in a single vehicle collision and left the scene after the accident.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney 
General Stephen Adams of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

North Attleboro Man Alleges Hit-and-Run Damages 
North Attleboro—Complaints were issued in Lynn District Court on April 28, 2011 against a North Attleboro 
man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On June 10, 2009 the man re-
ported to Travelers of MA that he allegedly parked his mother’s 2002 Toyota RAV4 near his girlfriend’s home in 
Peabody.  When he returned to the vehicle he stated he noticed damage to the front passenger side corner that 
was allegedly caused in a hit-and-run incident.  A forensic analysis concluded the Toyota was not damaged 
while parked but was in motion when it struck a stationary object.  The North Attleboro man allegedly admitted 
that while operating his mother’s vehicle he struck a pylon in a parking lot.  The case is being prosecuted by As-
sistant District Attorney Jeffrey Wood of the Office of Essex County District Attorney Jonathan Blodgett. 
 
Westfield Man Reports Alleged Theft of BMW after Leaving the Scene of an Accident 
Westfield—Complaints were issued on June 7, 2011 in Northampton District Court against Valentin I. So-
lokhin on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, false report of a crime and attempt to commit a crime.  So-
lokhin reported to Safety Insurance Company the alleged theft of his father’s 2002 BMW on November 13, 2010.  
An investigation revealed that the BMW had been involved in a hit-and-run accident that same day.  Solokhin 
allegedly admitted to police that he was operating the BMW when he was involved in an accident, left the scene 
of the accident, abandoned the vehicle in a parking lot and then reported the BMW as stolen.  Additionally, a 
forensics examination of the BMW determined that there was no forced entry to the vehicle and that the correct 
transponder key was required to operate the vehicle contradicting the report of theft.  The case is being prose-
cuted by the Office of Hampshire County District Attorney David E. Sullivan.  

Other Lines Insurance Fraud 

Quincy Woman Convicted of Fraud 
Boston—Phuong Nguyen, aka “Lisa” Nguyen, pleaded guilty on May 26, 2011 in U.S. District Court to three 
counts of uttering a forged security, one count of mail fraud and one count of wire fraud.  The charges against 
Nguyen arose from her scheme to embezzle several hundred thousand dollars from multiple area dentists.  Be-
ginning in approximately 2006, Nguyen embezzled several hundred thousand dollars from four area dental 
practices. To execute the scheme, Nguyen obtained employment as an office manager or front desk manager at 
the dental practices. These jobs put Nguyen in a position to generate insurance claims and submit those claims 
to private insurance carriers.  Nguyen was also in position to open incoming mail and intercept reimbursement 
checks and notices of denied claims from insurance carriers. Nguyen executed her scheme by, among other de-
ceptive practices, intercepting incoming checks, forging the doctor’s endorsement on the back of the checks, and 
depositing the checks into bank accounts that she controlled. In instances where Nguyen had access to the busi-
ness check book, Nguyen forged signatures on checks, making them payable to herself or to cash. Nguyen then 
forged the doctor's signature on the back of the checks and either cashed the checks or deposited them into bank 
accounts she controlled.  Sentencing is scheduled for September 13, 2011.  The case is being prosecuted by Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Todd F. Braunstein of United States Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz’s Economic Crimes Unit. 

Automobile Insurance Fraud 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  

Boston CIFI 
 

Dorchester— On May 25, 2011 Benjamin Alves was found guilty of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt 
to commit a crime.  He was ordered to serve six months in the House of Correction followed by two years pro-
bation.  On April 14, 2008, Alves reported to Travelers of MA that his 2005 Mazda 3 was parked and unattended 
when it was struck by an unknown vehicle resulting in damages to the Mazda.   A forensic examination of the 
damages to the Mazda determined that the vehicle was not in a hit-and-run accident but that the vehicle was in 
motion when it struck another vehicle.   
 

Mattapan—A Mattapan man pleaded guilty on May 24, 2011 to motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime.  He was placed on probation for six months.  On October 23, 2007 the man reported to Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Company that while operating his 1994 Toyota Camry he was involved in a motor vehicle 
accident.  A second subject claimed to be an alleged injured passenger in the accident.  She filed a personal in-
jury claim and incurred more than $3,500 in medical treatments for her alleged injuries.  The Mattapan man ad-
mitted that the woman was not in the Toyota at the time of the motor vehicle accident.  The case against the fe-
male subject is pending.   
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and Attorney General Martha Coak-
ley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Chelsea CIFI 
 

On May 9, 2011 a Winthrop man admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The 
case was continued without a finding for six months.  The Winthrop man claimed to Arbella Mutual Insurance 
Company that on June 28, 2008 his 2005 Yamaha motorcycle was allegedly struck and damaged by an unknown 
vehicle.  The motorcycle was deemed a total loss and damages appraised at more than $12,983.  An expert dam-
age analysis determined that the Yamaha was in motion and skidded against the pavement which caused the 
damages.  Another individual previously charged was the alleged operator of the motorcycle when he skidded 
out of control.  Both individuals admitted that the damages did not occur as reported.   
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Roger DiGaetano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt. 
 
Lawrence CIFI 
 

On June 1, 2011 complaints were issued against Iris Carrasquillo on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  On July, 9, 2007 Carrasquillo reported to 
police that her 2003 PT Cruiser was stolen from a store parking lot located across the street from her home.  She 
stated the vehicle’s doors were locked and there were no keys in the vehicle.  The vehicle had been recovered 
earlier in the day prior to the report of theft with damage to the rear and profanities scratched on the hood.  The 
PT Cruiser was declared a total loss by her insurance carrier, Liberty Mutual Insurance Company.  A physical 
examination of the vehicle determined that the damages to the steering column and ignition lock were cosmetic 
and that the properly programmed key was required to operate the vehicle.  Carrasquillo stated she had the 
only key to the vehicle in her possession.  
 

The Lawrence CIFI task force is assisted by detectives from the Lawrence Police Department.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by 
Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Michelle Defeo and Assistant Attorney 
General William Freeman of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Lowell CIFI 
 

On April 1, 2011 a Lowell woman admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The 
case was continued without a finding for 18 months and she was ordered to pay $1,875 in restitution.  The 
woman reported the alleged theft of her 2003 Acura TL to police and Commerce Insurance Company on April 
13, 2009 after stating she last saw the vehicle on April 10 when she parked it in front of her residence.  On April 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

11, 2009, a Lowell man reported that an unknown vehicle struck and damaged his parked 2002 Ford Econoline 
Van and fled the scene.  The Acura was recovered on April 11, 2009 with fresh damage, both air bags deployed 
and the steering wheel damaged.  A forensic examination of the Acura concluded that the damage to the steering 
wheel was cosmetic and would not have prevented the vehicle from being started and operated.  The vehicle was 
also equipped with a transponder ignition locking system.  The woman stated she was in possession of the only 
key to the Acura.  She also admitted that she had been drinking and was operating her Acura when she struck the 
parked Ford Econoline, fled the scene and then tried to make it appear as if her vehicle had been stolen.  
 

The Lowell task force is assisted by Lowell Police Det. Mark Poirier.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Middlesex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Elisha Willis.   
 
Lynn CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Lynn man on May 19, 2011 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and at-
tempt to commit a crime.  On November 27, 2009 the man reported the alleged theft of his 1999 Honda Civic.  To 
police, he claimed that he parked the vehicle in front of his home on November 26, 2009 and discovered it missing 
the next morning.  To Arbella Mutual Insurance Company, he claimed he parked his vehicle in front of his home, 
went out with friends and discovered the vehicle missing upon his return.  The vehicle was recovered heavily 
damaged the morning of November 27, 2009.  A forensic examination of the Honda concluded the proper key was 
required to operate the vehicle and that damages to the steering column and ignition were cosmetic and inflicted 
after the Honda was last driven.  The Lynn man stated he was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assistant 
District Attorney Geoffrey Wood.   
 
New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued on May 5, 2011 against a Fall River woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman was the only passenger on a public transportation bus when it col-
lided with a 2004 Ford Van on May 12, 2010.  Police were called to the scene.  The woman treated on May 13, 2010 
at an emergency room for dizziness, nausea, neck pain and forehead pain.  She claimed to Travelers Insurance 
Company that upon impact she allegedly struck her head above her right eye and right temple on one of the hold-
ing bars in the bus.  The bus driver at the time of the accident stated she observed no bumps or bleeding on the 
woman’s head after the accident.  The police report also listed no injuries sustained in the accident.  The bus com-
pany provided a surveillance video from the time the woman entered the bus to the time of the collision.  The 
video shows that the woman did not strike her head when the collision occurred as she reported.   
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Dets. Bill Westgate and Greg Sirois, Fall River Po-
lice Lt. Paul Bernier and Massachusetts State Police Trooper Mike Halstead.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bris-
tol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter.  
 

Randolph CIFI 
 

On May 11, 2011 a Bridgewater woman pleaded guilty to a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The plea was 
placed on file for three months.  She was ordered to pay $1,000 in court costs.  A Roxbury woman admitted to suf-
ficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  Her case was continued without a finding for six 
months.  The women are two of four individuals involved in an alleged December 12, 2005 motor vehicle accident.  
They claimed to Safety Insurance Company to be passengers in a 2002 Lexus GS 300 which was reportedly struck 
by a vehicle that fled the scene.  The women treated for alleged injuries sustained in the accident.  There were nu-
merous inconsistent statements regarding the accident and events leading to the accident by those allegedly in-
volved.  A collision damage analysis determined that the damage patterns to the Lexus were in conflict with a re-
ciprocal motor vehicle collision and were indicative of impact with a vertical abrasive surface.   
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Det. Melissa McCormack and Quincy 
Police Det. Jason MacIsaac.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney Michael Morrissey.  

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Pittsfield CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against Jae Chung and Suzanne Chung on May 5, 2011.  Each was charged with insur-
ance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of a crime.  The pair reported to police and Chubb Insur-
ance Company that sometime in May 2009 personal property totaling approximately $21,500 was allegedly sto-
len from the basement storage area of their commercial office building.  Items listed as stolen included a Bosch 
washer and dryer, sub-zero refrigerator, Miele dishwasher and Bosch stove as well as bedroom and dining room 
sets.  Items were purported to have come from the couple’s previous Framingham residence.  There were no 
signs of forced entry to the commercial property and no witnesses.  Investigation revealed that the Chungs sold 
their Framingham residence in September 2008.  Included in the sale agreement of the property were the kitchen 
appliances that the Chungs alleged as stolen in May 2009.  In addition, the Chungs provided conflicting state-
ments when reporting their losses to police and their insurer.   
 

The Pittsfield task force is assisted by Pittsfield Police Chief Michael J. Wynn, Det. Captain Patrick Barry, Det. Lt. Michael 
Grady and the investigators of the Pittsfield Police Department’s Detective and Crime Scene Bureaus.  CIFI cases are 
prosecuted by First Assistant District Attorney Paul J. Caccaviello, Assistant District Attorney Gregory Barry and Assis-
tant District Attorney Joseph Yorlano in the Office of Berkshire County District Attorney David F. Capeless.  
  
Revere CIFI 
 

On May 28, 2011 a Revere woman was placed on pre-trial probation for one year on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  She was ordered to perform 24 hours of community service.  
The woman reported to Travelers of MA that her GMC Sierra was parked and unattended when it was allegedly 
struck by an unknown vehicle on September 7, 2010.  A forensic examination of the Sierra determined that the 
vehicle was in motion when it collided with a solid fixed object resulting in the reported damages. The woman 
admitted that her brother-in-law, an unlisted driver on her insurance policy, was operating the Sierra and hit a 
post in a parking lot .   
 

The Revere task force is assisted by Revere Police Det. Sgt. Steven Pisano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt. 
 

Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 
 

A Springfield man admitted to sufficient facts on April 12, 2011 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
larceny.  The case was continued without a finding for three months.  The man reported the alleged theft of his 
2000 Lincoln LS to police and Commerce Insurance Company on November 9, 2007.  The vehicle was recovered 
in New Jersey in January 2008.  Investigation revealed the Springfield man had recruited individuals to drive his 
car to New Jersey and dispose of it.   
 

On March 29, 2011 complaints were issued against an Agawam man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of a crime.  The man, co-owner of an automotive business, 
reported on August 16, 2010 to Travelers Insurance Company that seven vehicles had allegedly been vandalized 
while at the business for repairs.  He reported the alleged damages consisted of broken windows, stolen radios 
and the removal of catalytic converters.  The man submitted invoices amounting to more than $6,199 and 
claimed that repairs had already been made by another mechanic to five of the seven vehicles prior to the van-
dalism.  When the mechanic was questioned in regard to the invoice submitted by the man and purported re-
pairs, the mechanic denied making any repairs and stated that the signature and invoice were not his.  The 
man’s business partner also contradicted his claim and stated that catalytic converters had been removed from 
only four vehicles and none of these vehicles had been vandalized.    

 

The Springfield/Holyoke task force is assisted by detectives of the Massachusetts State Police and area police departments.  
CIFI cases are prosecuted by Hampden County Assistant District Attorney James Forsyth.  
 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Worcester CIFI 
 

On May 18, 2011 a Leicester man pleaded guilty to a charge of conspiracy and was placed on administrative su-
pervision for one year.  A Boylston man admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of false report of a crime.  His 
case was continued without a finding for one year.  On November 1, 2009 the Boylston man reported to police 
and MetLife Auto & Home the alleged theft of his 2009 Mazda RX8 from the parking lot of his place of employ-
ment.  Surveillance videos of the parking lot show a male enter the vehicle and drive away.  The vehicle was 
recovered when police received a tip of the location of a potential stolen vehicle.  The Leicester man, a co-worker 
of the Boylston man, asked a friend to store the Mazda to hide it from possible repossession.  Furthermore, an 
analysis of the vehicle determined the vehicle could only have been operated with the proper programmed 
transponder key.  The Boylston man reported that he was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.   
 

Complaints were issued against a Worcester woman on March 28, 2011 on charges of larceny, motor vehicle in-
surance fraud, false report of a crime and removal/concealment of a motor vehicle to defraud the insurer.  The 
woman reported the alleged theft of her 2003 Lexus ES to Commerce Insurance Company on March 11, 2009 and 
was paid more than $13,330 on the theft claim.  Investigation revealed that she made a physical damage claim on 
January 15, 2009 for a motor vehicle collision with repairs allegedly performed after the accident.  On March 11, 
2009 she then reported the vehicle as stolen.  The vehicle was not recovered, the woman was paid for her loss, 
and she signed a Bill of Sale and the title over to Commerce.  On February 9, 2010, an auto body shop contacted 
Commerce to notify the carrier that while attempting to execute a mechanics lien on the 2003 Lexus they learned 
that the vehicle was titled to the insurance company.  The auto body shop wanted accumulated towing and stor-
age fees of $17,685 paid for the Lexus.  The auto body company claimed they were in possession of the Lexus 
since the date the woman brought it in for repair on or about January 15, 2009 and then failed to retrieve it.  
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney, Leominster Police Dets. Patrick Aubuchon 
and Thomas Cuddahy and Fitchburg Police Officer Paul McNamara.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Worcester County As-
sistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 
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