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C 
omprehensive alimony reform legislation was the topic of discussion at a 
forum hosted by the Caucus of Women Legislators. Prior to the legislation 
reaching the floor for debate, the Caucus hosted Massachusetts Bar 
Associat ion President Denise 

Squillante for an informational presentation on 
the proposed reform of the state’s alimony law.  
 

The legislation, which originated with Senator Cynthia Creem (D-Newton), was 
examined by a task force comprised of legislators, divorce attorneys, judges and the 
state's bar associations. The task force tackled the issue for more than a year, 
gathering input from all sides. Senator Gale Candaras (D-Wilbraham) and 
Representative John Fernandes (D-Milford) chaired the effort. 
 
Supporters of the bill, including Attorney Squillante, reported a cry for reform from 
both payors and payees of alimony. Alimony currently has no end date, which, 
Attorney Squillante said, means some possible payees are discouraged from filing 
because judges are unlikely to award alimony without an end in sight, especially 
after short-term marriages.                                     
          (continued on page 4) 
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Pictured at the June briefing are 

Representative  Peter Durant (R-Spencer), 

Senator James Eldridge (D-Acton), and 

Representative Ellen Story  (D-Amherst). 
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Representative Liz Malia (D-Jamaica Plain) and Representative Martin J. Walsh 
(D- Dorchester) hosted a spring legislative briefing on Human Trafficking. Those 
present heard from youth who have survived trafficking, Suffolk County District 
Attorney Dan Conley about the Safe Harbor Bill, and Attorney General Martha 
Coakley about the related trafficking bill she filed. Subsequently, the House and 
Senate passed legislation fighting human trafficking. The legislation is in 
conference committee.  
 
Addressed in both versions of the bill is trafficking persons for sexual servitude and 
forced services. Representative Malia’s “Safe Harbor” provision allows a court to 
judge a person under 18 who is apprehended for prostitution and found to be a 
victim of human trafficking, to be in need of services not simply delinquent. In the 
Senate’s bill, an amendment by Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) will ensure that 
children who are victims of forced labor have access to the same help and services 
the anti-human trafficking bill provides to the sexually exploited, so that all children 
who are being abused – whether it is through forced labor or sexual exploitation – 
are protected. 
 
Senator Jennifer Flanagan (D-Leominster) and Representatives Liz Malia and 
Sheila Harrington (D-Groton) are conferees on the conference committee. Other 
conferees include Senators Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester) and Mark Montigny (D-New 
Bedford) and Representative Eugene O’Flaherty (D-Chelsea). 

Attorney Denise Squillante, President of 
the Massachusetts Bar Association 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING LEGISLATION CHAMPIONED 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Massachusetts-Caucus-of-Women-Legislators/207394045948652?sk=wall
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A Message from the Co-Chairs 

 
Dear Colleagues, Staff and Friends, 
 
The Caucus and the Legislature have had a busy year thus far. In a difficult budget time we 
have worked hard to preserve important programs while looking for savings and efficiencies. 
Our membership has provided leadership on some of the most important issues of the day. 
 
Since our last issue, the Caucus hosted briefing sessions on alimony reform, women in 
prison, access to justice, and economic self-sufficiency. These sessions give our members 
and the entire Legislature the information they need to make informed decisions. This fall the 
Caucus will address domestic violence and state and federal issues affecting women. 
 
We hope you enjoy this issue of our newsletter celebrating the accomplishments of our 
women legislators. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
 
 
 

      
 

Senator Karen  
E. Spilka (D-
Ashland)  

Representative 
Cory Atkins (D-
Concord) 

 
 

Denise C. Garlick 
Colleen M. Garry  

Susan Williams Gifford 
Anne M. Gobi 

Patricia A. Haddad 
Kate Hogan  

Sheila Harrington   
 Kay Khan 

Elizabeth A. Malia 
Rhonda L. Nyman 

Shaunna L. O'Connell 
Sarah K. Peake 

Alice Hanlon Peisch 
Elizabeth A. Poirier 

Denise Provost 
Kathi-Anne Reinstein 

Joyce A. Spiliotis  
Harriett L. Stanley 

Ellen Story 
 Martha M. Walz 

Alice K. Wolf 
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STUDY: INCARCERATED WOMEN 

AND THE CHILDREN WHO WAIT FOR THEM  
 

Representatives Kay Khan (D-Newton) and Ellen Story (D-Amherst), co-chairs of the 
Caucus’ Taskforce on Incarcerated Women and the Caucus sponsored a presentation 
by Suffolk University’s Dr. Maureen Norton-Hawk, PhD., Associate Professor, 
Department of Sociology and Susan Sered, PhD., Senior Research Analyst, Center for 
Women’s Health and Human Rights, Department of Sociology. They reported on the 
initial findings of their on-going study replicating the 1934 Glueck and Glueck study of 
the post-parole lives of former MCI Framingham inmates regarding recidivism, mental 
and physical health, family status, children, and employment status. 

 
 
 

POW-MIA FLAG PRESENTATION 
 
Representatives Elizabeth Poirier (R-North Attleborough) and 
George Ross (R-Attleboro) hosted an August ceremony at the State 
House honoring POW/MIA heroes. 
 
On behalf of the Attleboro War Veterans Council, Representatives 
Poirier and Ross presented Republican Leader Bradley Jones (R-
North Reading) with a POW-MIA flag. The flag will be permanently 
displayed outside of the Republican Leader's Office.  

 

BUDGET BUDDIES BRIEFING 

 
The Caucus hosted a briefing on Budget Buddies, a new 
non-profit organization that works to improve financial 
literacy and self-sufficiency for low-income women. Their 
program combines instructional workshops on budgeting, 
banking and credit, along with one-on-one financial 
coaching. Executive Director Anita Saville, Operations 
Director Kathy Brough, and Grants Director Michael 
Rigney presented information on the success they have 
had in the Lowell area and how this model could be used 
in other communities.  

At the Budget Buddies briefing (l-r): Anita Saville, 
Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord), Kathy Brough, 
Michael Rigney, Representative Gailanne Cariddi (D-North 
Adams) and Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). 

ASSISTANT CLERK FOR THE MASSACHUSETS HOUSE ELIZABETH THOMPSON MAKES HISTORY 
 
During this year’s House budget debate, Elizabeth Thompson stepped behind the clerk’s podium and read the title of 
an amendment. She is the first ever woman to perform the duties of the House clerk from behind the podium of the 
House chamber. House members applauded her "maiden speech," the term used to describe the first speeches 
lawmakers deliver on the House floor. 

Representative Kay Khan (D-Newton) 
moderated the presentation. 
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SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE ON REDISTRICTING HOLDS HEARINGS 
 

The Special Joint Commission on Redistricting has held several hearings throughout the 
Commonwealth. The Boston hearing was held in Gardner Auditorium at the State House. 
Women Caucus members who sit on the Committee are Senate Vice Chair Sonia Chang-Diaz 
(D-Boston), House Vice Chair Cheryl Coakley-Rivera (D-Springfield), Senator Karen Spilka  
(D-Ashland), and Representatives Patricia A. Haddad (D-Somerset), Elizabeth A. Poirier      
(R-North Attleborough), Alice Hanlon Peisch (D-Wellesley), Anne M. Gobi (D-Spencer), and 
Linda Dorcena Forry (D-Dorchester). 
 
Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord) testified at the Boston hearing on the importance of 
preserving the Fifth Congressional district because of its history of electing female members 
of Congress. She noted, “More communities in the Fifth district are represented by a woman 
in the State Legislature than in any other congressional district in the state, making the district 
unique among Massachusetts’ congressional districts.” She also testified that equal attention 
should be given to maintaining female majority districts in the State Legislature.  
 
Correction: Rep. Alice Hanlon Peisch was inadvertently omitted in our last newsletter’s article about the Special Joint Committee on Redistricting.  

ALIMONY REFORM (continued from page 1) 

The proposed law would create four new categories for 

alimony: “general term alimony,” “rehabilitative alimony,” 

“reimbursement alimony,” and “transitional alimony.” Each is 

designed to give payors and recipients a clear understanding 

of how long alimony payments will be made or received in a 

given circumstance.      

While alimony is generally capped between 30 percent and 35 

percent of the difference between the two parties’ gross 

incomes at the time the alimony order is issued, the bill sets 

forth numerous items to be considered by courts determining 

the form, amount and duration of alimony. The factors include 

length of marriage, age and health of the parties, income of 

both of the parties and employment and employability of both 

parties, among others. As a result of this legislation, certain 

current alimony payors and recipients would be permitted to 

petition a court for a modification of their current alimony 

orders.       Caucus intern April M. Crehan contributed to this story. 

 

MASS TECH HUB 

STATE HOUSE 

DAY 
  

Senate President 
Therese Murray (D-
Plymouth) joined 
Senator Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland) and 
Representative Joseph 
Wagner (D-Chicopee) 
for  Mass Tech Hub 
State House Day, 
celebrating the 
innovation, diversity, and importance of the 
Massachusetts tech sector. The day showcased the 
industry and its place in the Commonwealth’s 
innovation economy. 
  

Representatives Gloria Fox (D-Roxbury) 
and Ann-Margaret Ferrante (D-Gloucester) 
attended the hearing. 
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Women2Women Panel Features Representative Kate Hogan 

This summer, one hundred international teenaged women from around the world 

participated in a Women2Women leadership program. Organized by Empower Peace, the 

young women presented their ideas to a panel of Boston leaders including Representative 

Kate Hogan (D-Stow). Participants came from countries throughout the Middle East, 

including Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Israel and more. 

SENATOR SPILKA HOSTS 

RUSSIAN DELEGATION  
 

Just hours after returning from the 2011 
BIO International Convention, Senator 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) hosted a 
delegation of senior Russian government 
officials at the State House. 
 

Included in the delegation were members 
of the Russian Ministry of Economic 
Development, a member of the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow, members of 
President Medvedev’s Skolkovo project 
and other prominent leaders in 
biotechnology corporations. The group 
met for a roundtable discussion to learn 
how the Bay State has paved the way in 
life sciences industries and initiatives.  
 

The delegation was interested in learning 
about how they could model the 
Commonwealth’s work in life sciences 
and biotechnology and the ways in which 
Massachusetts has been able to remain 
in the forefront of these cutting-edge 
industries. 
 

REPRESENTATIVE PROVOST AND CAUCUS  

HOST MOROCCAN OFFICIALS  
 
The Caucus of Women Legislators joined Representative  
Denise Provost (D-Somerville) in hosting officials from 
Somerville’s Sister City Tizniti, Morocco. Among them was 
Samira Idelcadi, the Tizniti City Council member who 
originated the idea of the Sister City relationship with 
Somerville. She met with members of the Women’s 
Legislative Caucus and their staff at the State House. 
 
 

CAUCUS MEMBERS WELCOME INTERNATIONAL VISITORS  

 

GREEK  

DIGNITARY 

HONORED 
 

In August, Senate 
Minority Leader Bruce 
Tarr (R-Gloucester), 
Senator Karen Spilka 
(D -Ash land) ,  an d 
Representative Carolyn 
Dykema (D-Holliston) 
held a reception at the 
S t a te  Ho us e  t o 
welcome internationally 
known businessman 
and dignitary Spyros 
Mercouris of Greece to 
Boston. 
 
Mercouris, who is the 
honorary president of the European Commission’s Capitals of Culture 
program, used this visit to discuss the work he has done to educate and 
promote the history of Greece and its impact through the use of art, 
music, and cultural exhibits. His latest exhibit, “Democracy and the Battle 
of the Marathon,” uses paintings, sculptures, and artifacts to show the 
impact the Battle of the Marathon played in the development of the 
democratic form of government.  
 

(l-r) Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr (R- Gloucester), 
Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), Mr. Spyros Mercouris, 
Representative Carolyn Dykema (D-Holliston), Senator 
Richard Moore (D-Uxbridge). 

(l-r) Representative Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge), Representative Gloria 

Fox (D-Roxbury), Samira Idelcadi, Representative Denise Provost   

(D-Somerville), and Representative Denise Garlick (D-Needham). 
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S 
pecial Advisor to the Trial Court for Access to Justice Initiatives and Housing Court First Justice Judge Dina E. 
Fein and Attorney Sandra Lundy, Senior Staff Attorney of the Supreme Judicial Court and Deputy Advisor to 
the Trial Court for Access to Justice Initiatives, briefed legislators and staff on Access to Justice initiatives. 
Judge Fein coordinates resources within the Trial Court to broaden access to civil justice for all litigants, 

including self represented litigants, individuals of modest means, those with limited or no English proficiency, and 
individuals with mental or physical disabilities.  
 
In addition to her work as First Justice of Western Division Housing Court, Judge Fein has been charged with 
developing long and short range goals, statewide strategies, and best practices to increase access to justice throughout 
the Trial Court. She works closely with judges, court personnel, the Massachusetts Access to Justice Commission, bar 
associations, legal service organizations, law firms, law schools and others to implement access to justice initiatives 
and protocols. 

 
As Special Advisor, Judge Fein has launched a 
strategic planning process that identified five areas in 
need of attention: (1) improving court forms; 
(2) developing self-help materials; (3) promoting 
limited assistance representation; (4) creating court 
information and self-help centers; and (5) training 
court staff. She chairs an Advisory Committee of 
judges and staff who have volunteered across the 
court system to make advances in these areas.  
 
Judge Fein identified the potential for leveraging 
technology to enhance access to the courts and 
enlisted the consulting services of the Harvard Law 
School Berkman Center for Law and the Internet, 
which has committed to assist the court system pro 
bono on an ongoing basis. Finally, Judge Fein has 
partnered with national organizations including the 
Legal Services Corporation, the National Center for 
State Courts, and the Self-Represented Litigation 
Network to identify best practices nationwide and 
attract resources to the Massachusetts court system. 
 

At the time of her appointment as Special Advisor, Judge Fein said, “Insuring that the promise of justice is accessible to 
all is a core responsibility of the judicial branch. The rule of law does not exist for any unless it exists for all.” 
Recognizing that for many people the courts represent a gateway to government, Judge Fein is committed to 
collaborating with the Legislature and Executive agencies to serve the people of Massachusetts, including those most 
in need. 

CAUCUS HOSTS ACCESS TO JUSTICE INITIATIVES BRIEFING 

(l-r) Attorney Sandra Lundy, Judge Dina E. Fine, Senator Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland), Representative Ellen Story (D– Amherst). 

SAVE THE DATE: UPCOMING CAUCUS EVENTS 
 
NEGOTIATING THE MEDIA— Wednesday, September 21, 10:30 A.M. 
 
ISSUES FACING WOMEN AT THE FEDERAL AND STATE LEVEL— Wednesday, September 28, 10:30 A.M.  
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BRIEFING— Tuesday, October 4, 10:30 A.M. 
 
GIRL SCOUTS—“TROOP BEACON HILL"— Wednesday, October 12, 11:00 A.M. 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOUR— Wednesday, October 19, 10:00 A.M. 
 

Caucus members and staff—please contact Susan Wojtas for additional information. 
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HEALTH CARE FOR ALL 
 
Representatives Ellen Story (D-Amherst), Elizabeth Malia  
(D-Jamaica Plain), and Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge) joined 
Health Care For All at their event announcing that through 
the efforts of 66 participating organizations, HCFA’s 
Statewide Enrollment Challenge had enrolled 1,479 
uninsured children during the month of May. HCFA also 
kicked off the next phase of its enrollment challenge: helping 
children retain their health care coverage.  
 

CENTER FOR WOMEN AND 

ENTERPRISE STATE HOUSE DAY 
 
Several members of the Women’s Caucus 
addressed woman entrepreneurs attending The 
Center for Women and Enterprise State House 
Day. Established in 1995, the Center for 
Women & Enterprise (CWE) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping women start 
and grow their own businesses. Representative 
Cory Atkins (D-Concord) is pictured speaking to 
the group. 

WE THE PEOPLE STATE SHOWCASE  
 
Senator Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) 
welcomed students to the We the 
People: Project Citizen State Showcase 
at the State House. Students from 
Braint ree,  Chatham, Holbrook , 
Lynnf ie ld ,  Me l rose,  P l ym outh , 
Somerville and Weston presented their 
projects. Sponsored by the Center for 
Civic Education, this program helps 
students learn the importance of 
participation in local and state 
government in monitor ing and 
influencing public policy. 

DANGEROUS WEAPONS AND VICTIMS RIGHTS BRIEFING 
 
 
Senator Eileen Donoghue (D- Lowell) and Representative David Nangle (D- Lowell) 
hosted Middlesex District Attorney Gerard Leone for a legislative briefing on  
Senator Donoghue’s dangerous weapons legislation, child protection, Grand Jury 
issues, and a victims’ rights legislative package filed by Senator Karen Spilka  (D-
Ashland) and Representative Carolyn Dykema (D-Holliston). 

CLUBHOUSE COALITION EMPLOYMENT SUCCCESS CELEBRATED 

 
Representative Ruth Balser (D-Newton) and the Massachusetts Clubhouse 
Coalition (MCC) celebrated the employment success of more than 1,899 
Massachusetts residents who have serious and persistent mental illness and 35 of 
the companies who employed them. Legislators and their staff thanked and 
presented awards to the employer recipients. Representative Ruth Balser, Co-Chair 
of the Legislature’s Mental Health and Substance Abuse Committee, presented 
awards to members of the National Employment Expansion Project Employer 
Advisory Board. These employers are playing a national role by encouraging their 
colleagues to hire Clubhouse members. "Hiring people who have a mental illness 
with Clubhouse support makes good business sense,” said Representative Balser. 

            photo courtesy Massachusetts Clubhouse Coalition 
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EXPANDED BOTTLE BILL HEARING 
 
At a July hearing in Gardner Auditorium at the State 
House, Representatives Denise Garlick (D-Needham), 
Sarah Peake (D-Provincetown), Lori Ehrlich (D-
Marblehead), Gailanne Cariddi (D-North Adams), Kay 
Khan (D-Newton), Rhonda Nyman (D-Hanover), Alice 
Wolf (D-Cambridge), Cory Atkins (D-Concord), and 
Senators Cynthia Creem (D-Newton) and Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland) were among the legislators testifying in 
support of the expanded bottle bill sponsored and long 
championed by Representative Alice Wolf and Senator 
Cynthia Creem. The expanded recycling bill would add a 
5-cent deposit to waters, teas, juices and sports drinks. 
 
Also heard that day was a bill filed by Senator Spilka – 
An Act Relative to Reusable Beverage Containers. 
Many bottle redemption centers have been forced to 
close because the handling fees have remained the 
same for the past 20 years. Local bottle redemption 
centers not only provide a business opportunity and a 
source of revenue for many across the Commonwealth, 
but they also offer an economic benefit by increasing 
recycling rates. This bill would update the bottle 
redemption laws to reflect the current cost of doing 
business today, which will help increase the number of 
jobs these small businesses can create.  
 

 

CELEBRATION OF FOSTER FAMILIES  

 
Representatives Gloria Fox 
(D-Roxbury)  and  Anne 
Gobi (D-Spencer) joined the 
Massachusetts Alliance for 
Families and the 
Department of Children and 
Families in their celebration 
of foster families. The State 
House ceremony included 
including honoring foster 
parents with more than 30 
years of service. Also 
pictured is Representative 
Paul Donato (D-Medford). 

 

U.S. ARMY SOLDIER SYSTEMS 

 CENTER SHOWCASE  
 
Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), Representative Alice 
Peisch (D-Wellesley) Senator Richard J. Ross (R-
Wrentham) and Representative  David Linsky (D-Natick) 
hosted the fifth annual State House showcase of the U.S. 
Army Soldier Systems Center (SSC), located in Natick. 
Brigadier General John J. McGuiness, Senior Commander, 
US Army Natick Soldier Systems Center, was among the 
men and women present, whose mission is to develop 
America’s future soldiers and provide them with the best 
equipment in the world. The latest advancements aimed at 
keeping our active military members safe were on display. 

 

RETIRED EDUCATORS 

ASSOCIATION 

 
Senate President Therese Murray 
(D-Plymouth), Representative Alice 
Wolf (D-Cambridge)  and Senator 
Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) were 
among those who spoke to 
members of the Retired Educators 
Association at its annual lobby day. 
Retired educators visited their 
Legislators to protect the 
purchasing power of their pensions.  Representative 

Alice Wolf (D-

Cambridge) 

(l-r) Senators Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), James Timilty (D-Walpole), 
Thomas McGee (D-Lynn); Representatives Alice Hanlon Peisch (D-
Wellesley), David Linsky (D-Natick), James Vallee (D-Franklin); Senator 
Richard Ross (R-Wrentham), and Brigadier General John J. McGuiness. 
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UNSUNG HEROINES 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
The Massachusetts Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women held the eighth an-
nual Unsung Heroines of 
Massachusetts ceremony at 
the State House. Members 
of the Caucus of Women 
Legislators joined in honor-
ing these 100 extraordinary 
women from across the 
Commonwealth who make a 
difference in people’s lives. 

Second Assistant Majority Leader 
Kathi-Anne Reinstein (D-Revere), 
Speaker Pro Tempore Patricia  
Haddad (D-Somerset) and 
Representative Shaunna 
O'Connell (R-Taunton) came to 
support the Unsung Heroines. 

Speaker Pro Tempore Patricia Haddad (D-Somerset), 
Assistant Minority Whip Elizabeth Poirier (R-North 
Attleborough), Representative Ruth Balser (D-Newton), 
Representative Carolyn Dykema (D-Holliston), 
Representative Kate Hogan (D-Stow) and Women's 
Caucus Senate Chair Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) at the 
Unsung Heroines ceremony. 

SENATE PRESIDENT MURRAY AND SENATOR 

SPILKA ATTEND 2011 BIO CONVENTION 

 
Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) and Senator 
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Economic Development and Emerging Technologies, attended 
the 2011 BIO International Convention.  
 
The Convention, which is the largest global event for the 
biotechnology industry, was an opportunity to establish 
connections with international businesses while also highlighting 
the Commonwealth’s reputation as a leader in health care 
technology, life sciences and research. 
 
Massachusetts officials and organizations networked with 
international businesses and governments to market the 
Commonwealth’s positive business climate. The Senate 
President and Senator Spilka also had the opportunity to build 
upon the international connections they made during April’s bi-
partisan trade mission to Finland. The mission was a result of 
Finland’s recent involvement in the Northern Ireland 
Massachusetts Connection which promotes e-health, telehealth, 
and life sciences while also working to establish Massachusetts 
as the portal to the United States for European health care 
technology and life sciences companies.  
 
While at the BIO Convention, Senator Spilka joined Governor 
Deval Patrick and Senate President Therese Murray to 
announce that a strategic alliance had been formed between the 
Commonwealth, Finland and Northern Ireland which focuses on 
tissue engineering research and development. 
 
“This alliance is a direct result of our recent trade mission to 
Finland and this international partnership is a huge opportunity 
for our state’s economy and workforce to experience tremendous 
growth,” said Spilka. “Collaboration between local institutions and 
international organizations will bring business opportunities and 
jobs to our state and will put us in the forefront of groundbreaking 
research and healthcare advancements around the world. This 
alliance is a recognition of our state’s continued leadership in 
these cutting-edge industries. ” 
 
The Massachusetts officials also promoted the 2012 BIO 
International Convention, which will take place next June in 
Boston. Hosting the Convention in Boston next year shows the 
Commonwealth’s strong and continued commitment to 
supporting these high-tech industries.   

 
Senate President Therese Murray with officials from Northern 
Ireland, Finland, and the Commonwealth. 

"HERO AMONG US"  
 
Since being diagnosed with diabetes, six year old Allie 
McMullin has been raising 
awareness and funds for 
research and treatment. Allie 
was recently honored with 
the “Hero Among Us” award 
from the Boston Celtics for 
her outstanding work in the 
diabetes community. 
Representative Jennifer 
Benson (D-Lunenberg) had 
the pleasure to meet with her 
at the State House in May, 
along with Representative 
Thomas Stanley (D-
Waltham). 
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Representative Linda Dean Campbell  
(D-Methuen) is shown at the JFY Networks 
Achievement Awards, where two Methuen 
schools were among those honored. The 
event was hosted by Education Committee 
co-chairs Senator Sonia Chang- Diaz  (D-
Boston) and Representative Alice Peisch  
(D-Wellesley). 

At the Women’s Pipeline for 
Change Event Representative 
Glor ia Fox (D-Roxbury) 
welcomed everyone to "the 
People's House." The Pipeline 
is a new initiative designed to 
support progressive women of 
color and improve civic 
par t ic ipat ion and equa l 
representation in the political 
pipeline. Representative Denise 
Andrews (D-Orange) was 
among the many Caucus 
members who attended. 

 

 

HAITIAN FLAG DAY 

 
 
Representative 
Linda Dorcena Forry 
(D-Dorchester) and 
The Massachusetts  
Black and Latino 
Legislative Caucus 
hosted a celebration 
of Haitian Flag Day 
in May. 
  

 
 INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE DOG WEEK CELEBRATED 

 
Governor Deval Patrick joined Representatives Cory Atkins (D-
Concord) and Kimberly Ferguson (R-Holden) in recognizing  
International Assistance Dog Week. International Assistance Dog 
Week was created to recognize all the devoted, hardworking 

assistance dogs helping 
individuals mitigate their 
d i s a b i l i t y - r e l a t e d 
limitations. In addition to 
honoring assistance dogs 
during their special week, 
one of the goals is to raise 
awareness about these 
special and highly trained 
animals.  
 
Assistance dogs include 
Guide Dogs, Service 
Dogs, Hearing Alert Dogs, 
Seizure Alert/Response 
Dogs and Medical Alert 
Response Dogs. To 
v o l u n t e e r ,  v i s i t 
NEADS.org to locate a 
program near you. 
 

Front row: Stacey Berloff of Brookline and service 
dog Billy and Bob Swain of Burlington and service 
dog Waldo; Back row: Gerry DeRoche, National 
Education for Assistance Dog Services Chief 
Executive Officer, Governor Deval Patrick, 
Representative Cory Atkins  (D-Concord) and 
Representative Kimberly N. Ferguson (R-Holden). 

WOMEN’S 

PIPELINE 

FOR 

CHANGE 

TRANSGENDER EQUAL RIGHTS RALLY  

 
Senator Sonia 
C h a n g - D i a z  
( D - B o s t o n ) 
was among the 
l e g i s l a t o r s 
e x p r e s s i n g 
their support at 

the Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition and the Transgender Equal Rights 
Coalition rally at the State House. 



CAUCUS INTERNS 

The Caucus of Women Legislators was 

fortunate to have four public service-

minded young women volunteer in the 

office this summer. The interns helped with 

research and writing projects and attended 

committee hearings and events throughout 

the building. They were also able to benefit 

from the programs of the Intern Seminar 

Series, which featured members of the 

Legislature and the Executive Branch in 

addition to policy advocates.  

 

SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TARGETED 

 

C 
aucus co-chairs Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) and 
Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord) joined with Jane 
Doe Inc. and the Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault and Domestic Violence in highlighting the 

importance of funding for 
sexual and domestic 
violence prevention and 
intervention services 
statewide.  
 
Mary Kay Independent 
Beauty Consultants and its 

independent sales force cruised their pink Cadillacs to Beacon Hill to raise help 
awareness. Advocates met with legislators throughout the day. 

 Senator Karen Spilka  (D-Ashland) addressed the crowd that 
gathered outside the State House.  

 Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord)  

 

R 
epresentative 

Linda Dorcena 

Forry (D-

Dorchester), Speaker Pro 

Tempore Patricia Haddad 

(D-Somerset), and 

Representative Sarah 

Peake (D-Provincetown) 

were panelists at a forum 

hosted by the 

Massachusetts Women’s 

Political Caucus. Moderated by NECN Reporter Alison King, the three 

provided an in-depth analysis of their decision to run for public office, their 

rise to leadership positions in Massachusetts government, and 

opportunities for women in politics. (photo courtesy of MWPC) 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators           

 

CAUCUS MEMBERS 

 HIGHLIGHTED IN INTERN SEMINAR SERIES 
 

The more than 400 volunteer Legislative interns, who worked in offices 
throughout the State House this summer, benefitted from the insight and 
wisdom of members of the Caucus of Women Legislators. Senate 
President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth), Senator Jennifer Flanagan (D-
Leominster), Speaker Pro Tempore Patricia Haddad (D-Somerset), 
Representatives Ellen Story (D-Amherst), Liz Malia (D-Jamaica Plain), 
Gloria Fox (D-Roxbury), Linda Dorcena Forry (D- Dorchester), and Alice 
Peisch  (D- Wellesley) joined other Legislative colleagues and staff, 
members of the Executive and advocates in presenting a summer of 
learning for the students. 

(l-r) Kara Atkinson, Boston Latin Academy; Jaclyn 

Walkins, Smith College; April M. Crehan, Wellesley 

College, who also worked with Representatives 

Atkins, Benson, and Dykema; and Helena Berbano, 

Merrimack College. 
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Front row: Mattie Miles, former Senator W. Paul White, House Speaker 
Pro Tempore Patricia Haddad (D-Somerset), former Rep. Stephen Karol, 
Stephanie Landry. Middle row: former Rep. Mary Rogeness, Rep. Anne 
Gobi (D-Spencer), former Senator Joan Menard, Rep. Linda Dorcena-
Forry (D-Dorchester). Back row: Rep. Vinny deMacedo (R-Plymouth), 
former Rep. Roger Rabb, Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth), 
House Speaker Robert DeLeo (D-Winthrop).  
                                               photo courtesy of maureen.marie photography 

 

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATORS’  

ASSOCIATION’S 69TH ANNUAL DINNER  
 
Former Senators Joan Menard and W. Paul White and 
former Representatives  Mary Rogeness and Sherman 
Saltmarsh were honored at The Massachusetts Legislators’ 
Association’s 69th annual dinner held in June.  
 
Staffers Ellen Donohoe, Stephanie Landry, and Mattie 
Miles were also honored. Representative Linda Dorcena 
Forry (D-Dorchester) is the group’s outgoing president. 
Representative Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) is the new vice-
president.  
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 

REPRESENTATIVE FERGUSON NAMED 

LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR 
 
Representative Kimberly Ferguson (R-
Holden) was named “Legislator of the 
Year” by the Holden Landmark 
newspaper. The Reader’s Choice Award 
is voted on by residents from Holden, 
Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, and 
Sterling. Representative Ferguson, a 
freshman legislator, represents the 
towns of Holden, Hubbardston, 
Oakham, Princeton, Rutland, Precinct 1 of the town 
Sterling and the town of Westminster. 
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REPRESENTATIVE GOBI  

RIDES IN PAN MASS   
 

Representative  Anne Gobi (D-
Spencer) is shown with members 
of Team HOPE (Helping 
Oncology Patients Endure) as 
they prepare to leave for the 190 
mile Pan Mass Challenge from 
Sturbridge to Provincetown that 
was held August 6th and 7th.  
The Pan Mass is expected to 
raise $34 million dollars from this 
year’s ride for cancer research and treatment at Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.  This is Representative Gobi's 
seventh year riding in the Pan Mass. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 

STATE LEGISLATORS 

Senator Harriette Chandler (D-

Worcester) has been appointed to the 

Nat iona l  Conference  o f  Sta te 

Legislatures’ Women’s Legislative 

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l .  S h e  j o i n s 

Representative Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) on the Advisory 

Council. Representative Gloria Fox (D-Roxbury) serves 

as an Eastern Regional Representative on the Network 

Executive Board. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE  

PROVOST RECEIVES 

CENTRO PRESENTE 

AWARD 

Representative Denise Provost (D-Somerville) was 

honored to receive an award from Centro Presente 

for her work in persuading Governor Patrick not to 

sign Massachusetts onto the "Secure Communities" 

program. Although it ostensibly exists to identify and 

deport criminal aliens, 52% of deportees under 

Boston's pilot S-Comm program have been convicted 

of no crime. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-YzO_914l4oE/TjrAm7jbRNI/AAAAAAAABMI/Ir5cdjZ0EBE/s1600/KimberlyFerguson.jpg


SENATE 

PRESIDENT 

HONORED  
 

  
Senate President 

Therese Murray (D-

Plymouth) received the 

2011 Legislator of the Year Award from the Home Builders 

Association of Massachusetts (HBAM) at the State House.  

 

HBAM President John DeShazo presented the award at an 

informal event in Murray’s office. The award recognizes 

Murray’s efforts in passing last year’s comprehensive 

economic development bill. The legislation included the 

Permit Extension measure, critically important to 

homebuilders, to preserve residential and mixed-use 

development projects, allowing them to move forward and 

benefit the state’s economy. 

 

President Murray also received the Molly Bish Foundation 

legislative award at the 11th annual Massachusetts Missing 

Children’s Day. Magi Bish said she comes to the State 

House each year and relives the horror of her daughter’s 

abduction and murder so lawmakers and law enforcement 

officials recognize the dangers that exist for children. 
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SENATOR KATHERINE CLARK RECEIVES 

HOME CARE HERO AWARD 
 

Senator Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) was honored by 
the Massachusetts Home Care 
Association for her work on behalf 
of elders. The Home Care Hero 
award was presented to the Senator 
for her work on the issue of elder 
protective services. 
 
"Her leadership on protective 
services will help us combat the rising tide of elder 
abuse reports in this state, that the Senator has called a 
'silent pandemic," said Mass Home Care Executive 
Director Al Norman. 
 
Earlier this year Senator Clark organized a State House 
forum to educate legislators and staff on the issues 
surrounding elder abuse.  It includes not only physical 
and sexual violence, but also emotional abuse, self-
neglect, and financial exploitation. Most abuse is at the 
hands of relatives or friends. 
 

Elder protective services investigate and resolve elder 
abuse and neglect and deal with potential volatile family 
situations. When Massachusetts established the elder 
protective services program in 1984, 1,500 reports of 
abuse were filed. This year that number jumped to 
19,500 reports, which amounts to 54 new cases each 
day.  
 

 

CAUCUS OF WOMEN LEGISLATORS DISTRIBUTE SACKPACKS TO CHILDREN IN NEED 
  
The Caucus of Women Legislators and the Office Depot Foundation are pleased to 
announce that schoolchildren throughout the state have received colorful new 
sackpacks containing essential school supplies as part of the 2011 National 
Backpack Program in partnership with the National Foundation for Women 
Legislators (NFWL). Caucus members were honored to have the opportunity to 
present these sackpacks to deserving students. Framingham Office Depot manager, 
Richard Matano facilitated the Massachusetts program. Representative Harriett 
Stanley (D-West Newbury) is the team leader for the initiative. 
  
By the end of this year, Office Depot and the Office Depot Foundation will have 
helped more than 2.5 million children since this program began in 2001.  NFWL has been partnering with the backpack 
program for six years and, this year, the Office Depot Foundation will provide the National Foundation for Women 
Legislators with more than 15,000 sackpacks for distribution by women elected officials in all 50 states.  
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From the Boston Journal  
Friday, February 13, 1914 
 

DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS’ GIFT TO MASSACHUSETTS 
Unveil Bronze Statue to Civil War Nurses 
Governor Walsh Pays Glowing Tribute to Memory of Heroic Women on 
Battlefield at Ceremony in Hall of Flag at State House. 
 
Patriotic exercises of an impressive character, including addresses by Governor 
Walsh and ex-Governor Guild, marked the presentation to the State yesterday, 
by the Daughters of Veterans, of the memorial statue to Massachusetts army 
nurses who served in the Civil war. 
  
The statue, which is a bronze by Bela Pratt, stands at the entrance to the Hall of 
Flags. It represents an army nurse supporting and comforting a fallen soldier. 
The statue is mounted on a marble pedestal, and its cost is about $14,000. 
 
Delegations from the Grand Army and its affiliated organizations were present at 
the ceremony attending the unveiling and presentation of the statue. Five of the 
seven surviving Massachusetts members were guests of honor. The exercises 
began with an invocation at 12.35 yesterday noon, delivered by Ellen M. Goodman, chaplain of the Daughters of 
Veterans. 
 
The presentation was made by Agnes I. McCoy, department president of the Daughters of Veterans, and was unveiled 
by Miss Dorothy Standish Lewis, a 14-year-old Lynn girl, whose grandmother, Mrs. Ellen Standish Tolman, served as a 
nurse in the Civil War. 
 
Governor Walsh accepted the statue, and after brief speeches by the representatives of the G.A.R. ex-Governor Guild 
delivered an oration. The ceremony was closed by the singing of “America,” after J. Payson Bradley had sounded taps. 
 
More than 100 Daughters of Veterans, dressed in white, were in attendance. 
 
Governor Walsh, in accepting the gift, paid a striking tribute to the work of the Civil War nurses.“This eventful ceremony 
leads me to express the hope that some time in the not distant future there will arise in this land a man and a poet, with 
the genius, inspiration and sympathy, fitly to sing the services given and the sacrifices made by the American women on 
the altars of patriotism,” he said. 
 

From the Boston Evening Transcript 
Thursday, December 11, 1913 
 
BELA L. PRATT’S MONUMENT TO ARMY NURSES 
 

Bela L. Pratt’s monument to the army nurses, a bronze group on the heroic scale, which is to be erected in the 
Massachusetts State House this winter, was a commission from the Association of Army Nurses and the Daughters of 
Veterans. It is to be placed in a site which is regarded as very advantageous, in the staircase hall, against the wall which 
supports a part of the Senate staircase. The sloping line of the stairs above the group in bronze will in a manner 
correspond with the lines of the group itself. It is expected that the work will be ready for dedication in February. The 
group depicts a nurse kneeling to minister to a wounded soldier on the field of battles. She has raised his head, which 
she supports with her left arm, while with her right hand she lifts a tin cup of water to his lips. The figures are presented 
with a sentiment that is appropriate to the theme, but without sentimentality. There is something extremely genuine 
about the suggestion of passive helplessness in the man’s figure, and the action of the nurse is commendably deft and 
gentle, at the same time indicating practice and experience. The heads are interesting studies, and in expression, carry 
out and supplement the story told by the movements of the bodies. In a word the group is an admirable example of 
sincere and competent illustrative sculpture, not too realistic, but sufficiently naturalistic to tell its story in unmistakable 
terms. 

WOMEN IN HISTORY: WOMEN PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLE IN CIVIL WAR   


