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MESSAGE FROM THE STATE LIBRARIAN 
 
 

This past year was fiscally challenging, but the Library was able to accomplish many of its objectives.  I 
would, therefore, like to thank our loyal patrons, the new members of our Board of Trustees, and our many 
other supporters. With this support, we were able to start the Friends of the State Library group, which will be 
working to host special events and aid in obtaining valuable resources for the Library.  We also updated our 
website, mass.gov/lib, to assist patrons in accessing the wealth of information the Library is proud to provide. 
   
The coming year will present further challenges.  Like many agencies, the State Library faces a significantly 
smaller budget than in previous years.  We have worked to minimize the impact of these cuts, but some 
reductions in subscriptions and services will be felt, including: 

 
 The Library no longer has access to Loislaw and Newsbank databases, and has been forced to 

cancel subscriptions to many of our print journals and magazines. 
 The Special Collections Department in Room 55 of the State House is now open from 9 to 1 Monday 

through Friday, and by appointment from 1 to 5, though the Main Reading Room remains open 9 to 5. 
 We are no longer able to create maps and perform other GIS services. 
 The Library will continue to fulfill inter-library loan requests, but items not available through our 

networks or consortia will incur a fee. 
 
If interested in joining the Friends of the State Library group, who work to enrich the Library’s collections and 
to provide an avenue for learning more about library services, collections and facilities, visit mass.gov/lib 
where more information is available.  
 
Please visit us online at mass.gov/lib, or in room 341 of the Massachusetts State House. 
 
We look forward to continuing to provide you with access to excellent information and high quality service. 
 
 

 
 

STATISTICS 
 

Internet Archive Downloads 56,552 
Subscription Databases Downloads 34,036 

Total Website Hits 352,127 
Items on Internet Archive 712 

Items on DSpace (Digital Repository) 34,451 



 
 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM FISCAL YEAR 2009 
 
 The Library was awarded $172,000 through an Information Technology Division (ITD) Investment 

Brief to aid in the creation of a digital library, through the purchase of equipment and the creation of a 
digital instance for electronic state documents (DSpace). 

 
 In collaboration with University of Massachusetts (UMass) Boston, the Library scanned 250,000 

pages and uploaded them to the Internet Archive for public use. 
 
 The State Library received a $6,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to be 

used for preservation training at Rutgers University for a staff member. 
 
 Staff regularly updated and contributed to the Library’s blog. 

 
 
The Library welcomed several enthusiastic new Board of Trustee members: 
 Senator James B. Eldridge 
 Ms. Sharen Leonard of Ropes & Gray 
 Mr. Matthew O’Connor of Monster.com 
 Mr. Joffrey Smith, City Councilor for Worcester 

 
 
The Library played host to several events, including: 
 Massachusetts Book Awards 
 Legislative Open House for new and returning members of the House and Senate 
 The filming of scenes for a television pilot 
 Haitian Independence Day Celebration 
 Massachusetts Center for the Book Letters about Literature ceremony 

 
 

 
 
Four exhibits were designed by and put up by the Library: 
 Mary Vaux Walcott’s North American Wild Flowers  
 Plymouth: People, Politics and Primary Sources   
 African Americans in the Massachusetts Legislature  
 Ernest Dudley Chase: A Worldview in Maps       

 
 


