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Message from the State Librarian:
I am pleased to report that the past year at the Library has been very successful.  I am very happy with what 
we have managed to accomplish in a short period of time.  During the past year we have made substantial 
progress towards our goal of becoming a virtual library by expanding the number of items available on our 
website for viewing and downloading.  The Library also presented four different exhibits that were well 
received by the public.  Every month we continue to hold our Brown Bag Lunch series that features a 
different speaker on a wide range of topics.  We are continuing to increase the number of events held at the 
Library and I hope the number of visitors to the website continues to grow.

We have continued to expand the number of documents that are available for viewing and downloading 
on our online DSpace repository to allow the public to have more access of our collections.  We want the 
Library to be accessible to patrons whether they live on the other side of the world or work down the hall 
so they can access our collections from their computer.  About 50,000 items at present are available on the 
Library’s DSpace server and that number is increasing at an exponential rate.  Many different types of 
documents are available for viewing and retrieval/downloading—Massachusetts agency reports, maps, 
and photographs from the Library’s collections are just a few examples. The past year we have completed 
many important scanning projects.  We scanned over 8,000 thousand photographs from our World War I 
soldier collection that we will add to our DSpace repository.  We also recently completed a  major project of 
the History of Transportation Systems in the Commonwealth that was funded by a grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners at a cost of $38,370.  The items are available for viewing 
and downloading on our website.

Despite severe budget cuts the past few years we have continued to provide the public with quality 
services.  The willingness of the staff to take on additional responsibilities has allowed the Library to remain 
open and to accomplish our mission.  Because of their dedication we are able to continue to provide quality 
services to our patrons. We have worked very hard the past few years to secure additional funding to allow 
us to complete vital preservation projects and to scan more items onto our website.  I proposed the 
creation of the Library Expendable Trust Fund to raise revenue for the Library from outside state 
government through fund raising, gifts, grants, and other sources.  Before the creation of the Fund, the 
Library did not have any outside revenue sources and had to rely on its annual state appropriation for 
funding.  I have also focused on seeking funds through grants and awards.  I plan to continue to pursue 
funding to allow the Library to increase its ability to complete vital preservation projects.  I would like to 
personally thank our loyal patrons, the members of our Board of Trustees, the Friends of the Library, and 
our many other supporters.  With their support we have been able to continue to serve the public despite 
the reduction of some of our services and staff.
Sincerely,

Elvernoy Johnson
Elvernoy Johnson
State Librarian

This is from a lego White House which was constructed by John Abani, 
a high school student from Dedham.  The minature White House was 
on display in the State Library of Massachusetts earlier this year.



2010 Exhibits
An exhibit highlighting the history of the city of Holyoke with historical maps and 
photographs that was created in collaboration with the Holyoke Public Library.

An exhibit highlighting the contributions of women who have served in 
Massachusetts government from the 1920’s to the present. 

An exhibit of butterflies of North America and Britain with illustrations from two
19th century works on butterflies: Butterflies of North America by William Henry 
Edwards and British Butterflies and Their Transformations by Henry Noel 
Humphreys.

An exhibit of Cambridge Women in Politics.

This is from the exhibit Holyoke: Queen of Industrial Cities which was displayed 
between September 14, 2009 through January 15, 2010.

This is from the History of Transportation Systems in the Commonwealth.  Photos, 
maps and atlases were scanned and uploaded to our website thanks to a $38,379
grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.



2010 Statistics
Book Circulation

Mass Room 
723

Other 
Collections 

292

Dewey 
Collection 

77

Town 
Reports 321

LC 
Collection 

209

2010 Highlights

Raised the visibility of the State Library locally, regionally and nationally

Enhanced a digital repository for State documents

Repositioned the Library’s website

Launched the Library’s Facebook and Flickr pages

The Special Collections Department performed over 2,100 repairs to over 1,200 items from our collection

The disaster plan was updated and expanded

Environmental monitoring program was implemented and environmental monitors were placed throughout the 
Library

Opened up the entire balcony to the public and installed two internet terminals and monitors to view House & 
Senate sessions and a large television was installed to use as a meeting/presentation area

The Technical Services Department began using the WebCrawler to identify electronic Massachusetts documents 
for cataloging 

Held the Brown Bag Lunch series, with topics ranging from Regulatory History to Preservation

Hosted Massachusetts Caucus of Women reception

Launched internship opportunities to mentor future librarians

Conducted VIP vault tours of hidden treasures and collections

New Government Documents

State 
Documents 

989Federal 
Documents 

1,193

Downloads

Internet 
Downloads 

65,600

Dspace 
Repository 
Downloads 

873,849

Subscription Database Articles Retrieved

Newsbank 
5,760

Infotrac 708

Serials 
Solutions 

4,870 JSTOR 
7,566

Proquest 
10,617


