
Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 
December 19, 2011 

5:10 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street 

Malden, MA  
 

Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present: 
 
Maura Banta, Chair, Melrose 
Beverly Holmes, Vice Chair, Springfield 
Harneen Chernow, Jamaica Plain 
Gerald Chertavian, Cambridge 
James DiTullio, Designee for the Secretary of Education 
Matthew Gifford, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Brookline 
Jeff Howard, Reading 
Ruth Kaplan, Brookline 
David Roach, Sutton 
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Secretary 
to the Board 
 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent: 
 
Vanessa Calderón-Rosado, Milton   
Dana Mohler-Faria, Bridgewater 
 
 
Chair Banta called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 
 
Chair Banta said the Board was thrilled to welcome its special guest, State Representative 
Alice Peisch, who serves as the co-chair of the Joint Committee on Education. The chair 
gave an overview of the Board and its priorities. She said it is a terrific policy board and 
even when there is disagreement among members that is done respectfully. She said time 
is always a challenge, and the Board does a lot of its work through committees. 
Chair Banta said the Board knows its responsibility is to set policy, and to rely on the 
commissioner, the department, and the field to do the real work of implementing it. 
 
Chair Banta reviewed the Board's priority areas, which are: (1) Educator effectiveness; 
(2) Curriculum and instruction; (3) Accountability and assistance; (4) Wraparound 
services and family engagement; and (5) School and classroom culture. The chair said 
that at its November 2011 retreat, Board members also identified a number of critical 
issues for the current school year, including: 
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 Recommendations of the Proficiency Gap Committee 
 English language learner teacher preparation 
 College and career readiness 
 Educator effectiveness 
 Virtual schools 
 Charter schools 
 ESEA flexibility waiver request 
 PARCC/student assessment 
 Roll-out of the new educator evaluation system 

 
Board member Jeff Howard arrived at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Chair Peisch thanked Board members for the opportunity to address the special meeting. 
Chair Peisch reviewed the legislative and budget cycles and subsequent timelines for 
each legislative session.  The Education Committee began hearings on bills referred to it 
last May and June and resumed hearings again in September. Chair Peisch discussed the 
special oversight hearings on collaboratives, how committee analysts review legislation, 
and her regular contact with other legislators to hear about their priorities. Chair Peisch 
said she meets regularly with Commissioner Chester and with Secretary Reville. 
 
Chair Peisch said the committee is about to report out bills. She said last year about 20-30 
bills were reported out, of which 10 were enacted. Chair Peisch said that among the bills 
the committee is currently working on are bills related to collaboratives, virtual 
education, and Chapter 70 adequacy and Circuit Breaker funding. 
 
Ms. Kaplan asked about a bill related to the Behavioral Health Task Force. Chair Peisch 
said it has had a hearing and is being redrafted. Ms. Chernow asked about the way charter 
schools are authorized in Massachusetts and noted there is a wide range in how charter 
schools are authorized in other states. Chair Peisch said there is no interest at the moment 
in revising the current system, which was last amended in 2010. Ms. Holmes asked about 
financial literacy and Chair Peisch said the committee has moved the bill along. Mr. 
Chertavian asked Chair Peisch about proposed legislation on virtual schools. She 
responded that her priority is to ensure quality and standards. Chair Peisch said the bill 
would require virtual schools to obtain approval from the Board and would cap the 
number of schools and students. Mr. Chertavian said he favors having state oversight for 
quality control and a single high-quality platform. 
 
Chair Banta asked how the Board could be helpful to the Joint Committee on Education. 
Chair Peisch said communication is always helpful and the commissioner is good at 
conveying the Board’s priorities. Dr. Howard asked about the budget process. Chair 
Peisch said the Governor's budget request is given a lot of weight, and while resources 
are scarce, education has done very well relative to other areas. Chair Peisch said the 
Joint Committee is generally aware of issues of importance to the Department and it tries 
to be helpful in those areas where possible. 
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Commissioner Chester expressed his appreciation for Chair Peisch's accessibility and 
interest in the work of the Board and the Department. The commissioner noted the 
legislation on collaboratives and virtual schools came out of the Board's 
recommendations. Commissioner Chester said the proposed bills on financial literacy and 
civic education represent outstanding goals, but his concern is with the responsibilities 
placed on school districts. Chair Peisch said she shares that concern and that most bills 
are good attempts to help improve public schools. Chair Peisch said the anti-bullying law 
was good legislation that we needed but was difficult for school districts to absorb. 
 
Commissioner Chester asked whether there had been any movement on the Auditor's 
opinion regarding McKinney-Vento and transportation funding for homeless students. 
Chair Peisch said there had been some discussion but no consensus yet on how to 
respond. Chair Banta thanked Chair Peisch for attending tonight's special meeting and for 
her service. Chair Peisch thanked the Board for their service.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourn the 

meeting at 6:15 p.m., subject to the call of the chair. 
 
The vote was unanimous. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Mitchell D. Chester 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and Secretary to the Board 


