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I-107-001

To the extent possible, Green Line Extension stations will be designed

for accessible, convenient transferring between MBTA bus routes and

Green Line light rail during preliminary engineering. MassDOT will work

with the MBTA during preliminary engineering to evaluate opportunities

to improve connections between existing bus routes and

proposed stations. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the

FEIR, describes MassDOT’s plans for public outreach as station designs

are refined in the next phases of the Project.

 

 

I-107-002

The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) include

conceptual station designs. The only Green Line Extension station that

will provide parking is Lechmere Station. Drop-off and pick-up areas will

be provided at at several stations. These will accommodate expected

kiss-and-ride activity.Detailed designs for each station will be further

developed during the Project’s preliminary engineering stage. The

process for coordinating with the local communities during station design

is described in the Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR.

 

I-107-003

Stations have been designed to meet MBTA design standards and to be

ADA-compliant in regard to access. The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station) include conceptual station designs. Detailed designs

for each station will be further developed during the Project’s preliminary

engineering stage. The process for coordinating with the local

communities during station design is described in the Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR.
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I-107-004

DEIR/EA Section 3.7 describes bus, pedestrian, and bicycle access at

each of the proposed stations. Sections 4.4 and 5.3 of the FEIR, Access

and Circulation, describe pedestrian and traffic access for the proposed

College Avenue Station and redesigned Lechmere Station, respectively.

The preliminary station access and platform designs are based on

requirements and guidance provided by the Americans with Disabilities

Act, 1990, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Architectural Access

Board (MAAB), the MBTA, and the recent Boston Center for

Independent Living (BCIL) agreement. In general, current station

concepts include two elevators, escalators, and stairs, and meet the

MBTA's requirements for access. 

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, bicycle,

pedestrian, bus and automobile access at stations, as well as specific

design details and station elements, will be refined during preliminary

engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

describes MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the

Project.

 

I-107-005

The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) include

conceptual station designs. Stations have been designed to meet MBTA

design standards and to be ADA-compliant in regard to access. The

DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) include conceptual

station designs. Detailed designs for each station will be further

developed during the Project’s preliminary engineering stage. The

process for coordinating with the local communities during station design

is described in the Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR.

 

I-107-006

Bicycle storage at each station was evaluated based on ridership

projections developed by CTPS. DEIR/EA Appendix D includes methods
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used to analyze demand for bicycle parking at each Project station.

Detailed bicycle parking designs will be further developed during

preliminary engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of

the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement during the

station design process.

 

I-107-007

Where appropriate, MassDOT will work with the local municipalities to

evaluate bicycle access opportunities at stations.

 

I-107-008

Stations have been designed to meet MBTA design standards and to be

ADA-compliant in regard to access. The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station) include conceptual station designs. Detailed designs

for each station will be further developed during the Project’s preliminary

engineering stage. The process for coordinating with the local

communities during station design is described in the Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR.

 

I-107-009

DEIR/EA Section 5.2 describes the Project's potential acquisitions.

MassDOT is currently conducting detailed property surveys to obtain

more specific data. MassDOT will continue to evaluate opportunities to

minimize these property impacts.

 

I-107-010

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans will be further refined in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. In accordance with the

Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR, the FEIR includes only conceptual

station designs and station design criteria. Designs for each station and

the Green Line Extension alignment will be refined during the Project’s

Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1054

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan, Chapter 6

of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement throughout

the design process for each station.

The contractor that secures the Green Line Extension construction

contract will be expected to prepare the existing Lechmere Station site

for future redevelopment.

A station at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 and associated alignment

improvements northwest of the College Avenue Station terminus are not

included in the Proposed Project. At such time that the extension beyond

College Avenue can be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the

proposed station layout at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. In the

interim, MassDOT proposes a community planning process for the area

of a future Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 station to cover issues

relating to station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, attendant

economic development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-107-011

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.

 

I-107-012

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.
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I-107-013

For safety reasons, the MBTA, the future owner and operator of the

Green Line Extension, has required that this portion of the Green Line be

entirely separated from vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle traffic. This

separation would not allow at-grade track crossings for pedestrians

and/or bicyclists at any point. Plans for Lowell Station and the

Community Path connection will be further refined during preliminary

engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

proposes a structure for community involvement during the design

process for stations, trackways, and the Community Path.

 

I-107-014

MassDOT is committed to completing all planning, design, and

engineering work - including the identification of necessary property

acquisitions - for the proposed extension of the Somerville Community

Path between Lowell Street and Inner Belt Road. MassDOT is not able

at this point to commit to funding the construction of the Community

Path. The limits of the path were predicated on the connections to

Lechmere being made through the Inner Belt area via Inner Belt Road

and the proposed Urban Ring Bridge into the Lechmere area. However,

the cessation of planning for the Urban Ring Project has changed the

timing of this anticipated connection. MassDOT is unable to assume

responsibility for designing the Urban Ring Bridge as part of the Green

Line Extension Project. That being said, MassDOT is committed to

working with the City of Somerville, residents and businesses in the

Brickbottom and Inner Belt neighborhoods, and Community Path

advocates to design the Path to create improved connectivity within the

Brickbottom and Inner Belt neighborhoods and between the Community

Path and the Green Line Extension.

 

I-107-015

As the Project advances into preliminary engineering, further

consideration will be given to the compatibility of station, track, and
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infrastructure design with conceptual future Green Line additions and

extensions.

 

I-107-016

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-107-017

A station at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 and associated alignment

improvements northwest of the College Avenue Station terminus are not

included in the Proposed Project. At such time that the extension beyond

College Avenue can be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the

proposed station layout and access at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16.

MassDOT is considering initiating a community planning process for a

future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain

stakeholder input on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts,

economic development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-107-018

DEIR/EA Section 3.9 describes the compatibility of the Green Line

Extension with other regional projects, such as the conceptual

reconstruction of McGrath Highway and the Urban Ring transit corridor

initiative. MassDOT has and will continue to coordinate with state and

local agencies at appropriate milestones as the Project progresses to
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ensure, to the extent feasible, consistency with planning and other

projects.

 

I-107-019

Direct and indirect impacts to land use are described in DEIR/EA Section

5.2, Land Use, and FEIR Chapter 2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives

Analysis. MassDOT cannot control land use by property owners along

the alignment or in the vicinity of the stations, but recognizes that the

presence of rail transit can impact nearby land use both adversely and

beneficially. Station design in particular can motivate transit-oriented

development, a Commonwealth goal for sustainable land use, which

could further reduce automobile traffic congestion and improve air

quality. However, reconstruction of Route 28 is not part of the Green

Line Extension Project.

 

I-107-020

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is provided in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. The evaluation considers

land use and connectivity impacts and opportunities associated with

each maintenance facility site alternative.

 

I-107-021

The Green Line Extension Project is being designed for fully accessible

stations in compliance with ADA requirements. However, the issue of

systemwide level boarding on the Green Line and modifications to

existing vehicles is beyond the scope of this Project.

 

I-107-022

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real
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estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-107-023

The Boston Engine Terminal (BET), its operations, and general

commuter  rail operations and maintenance are beyond the scope of the

Green Line  Extension project. The conceptual future electrification of

MBTA commuter rail lines in the Study Area is also beyond the scope of

the Green Line Extension Project. However, the conceptual plans in the

DEIR/EA and FEIR do not preclude future electrification of commuter

rail.

 

I-107-024

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility
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alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-107-025

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.

 

I-107-026

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.

 

I-107-027

DEIR/EA Section 3.9 describes the compatibility of the Green Line

Extension with other regional projects, such as the conceptual

reconstruction of McGrath Highway and the Urban Ring transit corridor
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initiative. MassDOT has and will continue to coordinate with state and

local agencies at appropriate milestones as the Project progresses to

ensure, to the extent feasible, consistency with planning and other

projects.

 

I-107-028

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-107-029

DEIR/EA Section 3.7 describes bus, pedestrian, and bicycle access at

each of the proposed stations. Sections 4.4 and 5.3 of the FEIR, Access

and Circulation, describe pedestrian and traffic access for the proposed

College Avenue Station and redesigned Lechmere Station, respectively.

The preliminary station access and platform designs are based on

requirements and guidance provided by the Americans with Disabilities

Act, 1990, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Architectural Access

Board (MAAB), the MBTA, and the recent Boston Center for

Independent Living (BCIL) agreement. In general, current station

concepts include two elevators, escalators, and stairs, and meet the

MBTA's requirements for access. 

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, bicycle,

pedestrian, bus and automobile access at stations, as well as specific

design details and station elements, will be refined during preliminary
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engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

describes MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the

Project.
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I-108-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013.
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I-109-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-109-002

Please see response to Comment I-109-001.

 

I-109-003

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.
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I-110-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-110-002

Tunneling alternatives were evaluated but dismissed, as described in

DEIR/EA Appendix B, Section 7.
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I-111-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance facility

site.

 

I-111-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 
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I-112-001

Please see Comment Letter I-002.
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I-113-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 
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I-114-001

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has prepared an FEIR for the Green Line Extension Project.

This limited scope FEIR addresses those requirements specified in the

Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA.

 

I-114-002

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.
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I-115-001

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.
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I-116-001

Please see Comment Letter I-002.
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I-117-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013.
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I-118-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-118-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-119-001

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes the process by which mitigation measures will be identified

and implemented. The stakeholder coordination process for Project

mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.
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I-119-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Thank you for your

interest in the Green Line Extension Project.

 

Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1081Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1082

I-120-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-121-001

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, enclosed automatic fare

collection, and other amenities are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.

 

I-121-002

MBTA has a standardized signage and map update program for all its

stations. MBTA Transit Operations will be responsible for keeping signs

and maps current and attractive. Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans

will be further developed in the preliminary engineering stage of the

Project. In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

the FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) includes only conceptual station

designs. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

proposes a structure for community involvement during station design.
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I-121-003

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. The chapter presents a traffic analysis, a

detailed description of pedestrian crossings of O'Brien Highway, and

proposed roadway, crosswalk and sidewalk improvements that are

consistent with the approved NorthPoint development plans. These

station and street plans will be further refined in the preliminary

engineering stage of the project.
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I-122-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-122-002

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.
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I-123-001

Please see Comment Letter I-002.
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I-124-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1091

I-124-002

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes the process by which mitigation measures will be identified

and implemented. The stakeholder coordination process for Project

mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.
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I-125-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013.
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I-126-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013.
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I-127-001

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. The chapter presents a traffic analysis, a

detailed description of pedestrian crossings of O'Brien Highway, and

proposed roadway, crosswalk, and sidewalk improvements that are

consistent with the NorthPoint development plans. These station and

street plans will be further refined in the preliminary engineering stage of

the Project. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

proposes a structure for community involvement during station design.

 

I-127-002

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, enclosed automatic fare

collection, and other amenities are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.
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I-127-003

MassDOT has reviewed the suggestions submitted by the East

Cambridge Planning Team. Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans,

including the pedestrian crossings of O'Brien Highway and associated

street, crosswalk, and sidewalk designs will be further refined in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. As part of the Green Line

Extension, MassDOT intends to demolish the existing Lechmere Station

and prepare the site for potential future redevelopment. Based on the

current requirements of the O'Brien Highway roadway improvements (as

shown in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station), the existing bus shed must

be removed.
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I-128-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-128-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance facility

site.
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I-129-001

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-129-002

Project cost estimates are based on the current, conceptual level of

design, and will be further refined as the Project progresses through

preliminary engineering. It is anticipated that Green Line Extension

construction would be financed with a combination of funds from federal

and state sources. Efforts to engage a developer for the North Point

development will continue as this Project moves into the next phases of

design.
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I-129-003

Since the release of the DEIR/EA, a few stakeholders raised concerns

that the proposed College Avenue Station, serving as a terminal station

for the Proposed Project, would not adequately serve the Medford

Hillside neighborhood. Serving this neighborhood was identified as part

of the SIP description. To address and resolve these concerns, CTPS

prepared a memorandum demonstrating that the College Avenue Station

location does adequately serve the walk market area for the Medford

Hillside neighborhood. This memorandum is provided in Appendix C of

the FEIR.

 

I-129-004

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR

Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.

 

I-129-005

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and
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layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.
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I-130-001

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-130-002

Project cost estimates are based on the current, conceptual level of

design, and will be further refined as the Project progresses through

preliminary engineering. It is anticipated that Green Line Extension

construction would be financed with a combination of funds from federal

and state sources. Efforts to engage a developer for the North Point

development will continue as this Project moves into the next phases of

design.

 

I-130-003

As directed by the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, the FEIR

includes a limited scope of issues related to the Green Line Extension

Project. The Proposed Project, with a Medford Branch terminus at

College Avenue (and in conjunction with other programmed transit

project commitments), was determined by MassDEP to be consistent

with and to meet the emission reduction requirements under 310 CMR

7.36 (8), “Determination of Air Quality Emission Reductions.” These

requirements are also part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP;

MassDEP DEIR/EA comment letter, January 8, 2010). Although an

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 is MassDOT’s Preferred
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Alternative, financial constraints prohibit the Commonwealth from

progressing the Project beyond College Avenue at this time.

 

I-130-004

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR

Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.

 

I-130-005

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.
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I-131-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-131-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is provided in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Mirror H location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-131-003

The Green Line Extension storage and maintenance facility is a critical

component of the Proposed Project, and must be constructed as part of

the overall Project. Chapter 2 of the FEIR fully describes the

environmental impacts of the proposed storage and maintenance facility.

The facility must be constructed adjacent to the Green Line Extension to

maximize operating efficiencies and be constructed within the same time

frame as the Project.
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I-132-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. Vibration impacts and

mitigation measures have been identified and are included in

FEIR Chapter 2.  As a result of the evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not

recommended for further consideration and Option L is identified as the

preferred maintenance facility site.

 

I-132-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-132-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site. A discussion of the socioeconomic impacts of the

maintenance facility sites is included in FEIR Chapter 2.
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I-133-001

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has prepared an FEIR for the Green Line Extension Project.

This limited scope FEIR addresses those requirements specified in the

Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA.
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I-134-001

Please see Comment Letter I-084 for responses to this form letter.
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I-135-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013.
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I-136-001

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-136-002

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.

 

I-136-003

The amount of bicycle storage at each station is based on ridership

projections developed by CTPS. DEIR/EA Appendix D includes the

methods CTPS used to analyze demand for bicycle parking. Detailed

bicycle parking designs will be further developed during preliminary

engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

proposes a structure for community involvement during the station

design process.

 

I-136-004

A station at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 and associated alignment

improvements northwest of the College Avenue Station terminus are not
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included in the Proposed Project. At such time that the extension beyond

College Avenue can be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the

proposed station layout at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.
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I-137-001

FEIR Chapter 2 presents an analysis of noise and vibration impacts for

each site alternative. The storage and maintenance facility and its rail

approaches will be designed to minimize noise and vibration impacts to

neighboring properties and stakeholders. Noise and vibration mitigation

measures are described in FEIR Chapter 8, Draft Section 61 Findings

and Mitigation Commitments.

 

I-137-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site. 

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. An expanded analysis of

potential noise and vibration impacts at the Brickbottom Artists Buildings

is included in FEIR Chapter 8. These projections take into account the

collective impacts of rail uses in the area. During preliminary

engineering, MassDOT will conduct further analysis for several individual

properties, including the Brickbottom Artists Lofts. As described in FEIR

Chapter 8, MassDOT will then be able to identify the specific measures

that will be appropriate for mitigating the Project's noise and vibration

impacts. The stakeholder coordination process for Project mitigation is

described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.

 

I-137-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter
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2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-138-001

FEIR Chapter 5 describes the revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station, including station design, track alignment, bus routings, and other

elements. Changes to the track alignment depicted in the DEIR/EA were

evaluated, but could result in additional impacts on area abutters.

Proposed mitigation measures for area abutters are also described in

FEIR Chapter 5. During preliminary engineering, specific station design

elements will be further developed.

 

I-138-002

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6, FEIR Chapter 5 (Lechmere

Station), and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has complied with FTA-

established guidelines to identify and then eliminate, minimize, or offset

noise and vibration impacts above regulatory thresholds to sensitive

receptors. FEIR Chapter 8 describes proposed mitigation measures and

next steps pertaining to mitigation. The stakeholder coordination process

for Project mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach

Strategies.

 

I-138-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is provided in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Mirror H location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-138-004

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including station

lighting, are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. Elements

such as lighting and specific station amenities will be addressed during

the preliminary engineering stage.
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I-138-005

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, enclosed automatic fare

collection, and other amenities are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.

 

I-138-006

The revised conceptual plan for Lechmere Station, as shown in FEIR

Chapter 5, is entirely on MBTA property. This conceptual design does

not require any Glass Factory property or the removal of trees and

landscaping from Glass Factory property. The Public Involvement Plan

(PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, outlines how MassDOT will involve

residents in developing landscape design.

 

I-138-007

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in

the preliminary engineering phase of the Project, with additional

consideration given to urban design and the pedestrian environment

under the trackway areas. Along the back side of the Glass Factory,

fencing is currently proposed to minimize trespassers crossing

the existing Glass Factory parking area and will be further evaluated

during preliminary engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during station design.

 

I-138-008

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including bus facilities

and bus waiting areas, are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere
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Station. Bus layover has been shifted further to the east and away from

the Glass Factory Condominiums in the revised Lechmere Station

design. Signs will be posted to limit idling of buses, in conformance with

MBTA standards.
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I-139-001

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes the process by which mitigation measures will be identified

and implemented. The stakeholder coordination process for Project

mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.

 

I-139-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-140-001

As described in Section 1.1 of the DEIR/EA, the Proposed Project is

anticipated to be completed by December 31, 2014 in compliance with

the SIP. MassDOT is continuing to strive to achieve this goal.
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I-141-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-141-002

MassDOT is committed to completing all planning, design, and

engineering work - including the identification of necessary property

acquisitions - for the proposed extension of the Somerville Community

Path between Lowell Street and Inner Belt Road. MassDOT is not able

at this point to commit to funding the construction of the Community

Path. The limits of the path were predicated on the connections to

Lechmere being made through the Inner Belt area via Inner Belt Road

and the proposed Urban Ring Bridge into the Lechmere area. However,

the cessation of planning for the Urban Ring Project has changed the

timing of this anticipated connection. MassDOT is unable to assume

responsibility for designing the Urban Ring Bridge as part of the Green
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Line Extension Project. That being said, MassDOT is committed to

working with the City of Somerville, residents and businesses in the

Brickbottom and Inner Belt neighborhoods, and Community Path

advocates to design the Path to create improved connectivity within the

Brickbottom and Inner Belt neighborhoods and between the Community

Path and the Green Line Extension.

 

I-141-003

The Green Line Extension storage and maintenance facility is a critical

component of the Proposed Project, and must be constructed as part of

the overall Project. Chapter 2 of the FEIR fully describes the

environmental impacts of the proposed storage and maintenance facility.

The facility must be constructed adjacent to the Green Line Extension to

maximize operating efficiencies and be constructed within the same time

frame as the Project.
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I-142-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-142-002

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes the process by which mitigation measures will be identified

and implemented. The stakeholder coordination process for Project

mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.

 

I-142-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-143-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-144-001

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. The chapter presents a traffic analysis, a

detailed description of pedestrian crossings of O'Brien Highway, and

proposed roadway, crosswalk, and sidewalk improvements that are

consistent with the NorthPoint development plans. These station and

street plans will be further refined in the preliminary engineering stage of

the Project. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

proposes a structure for community involvement during station design.

 

I-144-002

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, enclosed automatic fare

collection, and other amenities are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.
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I-144-003

Although Lechmere Station will no longer function as a terminal station,

there is still a demonstrated demand for existing parking. Nonetheless,

parking at the relocated Lechmere Station was reduced in the revised

conceptual design. These revised plans are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station.

 

I-144-004

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-144-005

The Boston Engine Terminal (BET) and major modifications to its

operations are beyond the scope of the Green Line Extension Project.

MassDOT will continue to coordinate with the MBTA to explore

possibilities for shared facilities between the Green Line Extension

storage and maintenance facility and the BET.

 

I-144-006

DEIR/EA Section 3.9 describes the compatibility of the Green Line

Extension with other regional projects, such as the conceptual

reconstruction of McGrath Highway and the Urban Ring transit corridor

initiative. MassDOT has and will continue to coordinate with state and

local agencies at appropriate milestones as the Project progresses to

ensure, to the extent feasible, consistency with planning and other

projects.
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I-144-007

MassDOT has reviewed the suggestions submitted by the East

Cambridge Planning Team. Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans,

including the pedestrian crossings of O'Brien Highway and associated

street, crosswalk, and sidewalk designs will be further refined in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. As part of the Green Line

Extension, MassDOT intends to demolish the existing Lechmere Station

and prepare the site for potential future redevelopment. Based on the

current requirements of the O'Brien Highway roadway improvements (as

shown in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station), the existing bus shed must

be removed.

 

I-144-008

As part of the Green Line Extension, MassDOT intends to demolish the

existing Lechmere Station and prepare the site for potential future

redevelopment. Based on the current requirements of the O'Brien

Highway roadway improvements (as shown in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station), the existing bus shed must be removed.
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I-145-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Thank you for your

interest in the Green Line Extension Project.

 

I-145-002

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.
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I-145-003

Project cost estimates are based on the current, conceptual level of

design, and will be further refined as the Project progresses through

preliminary engineering. It is anticipated that Green Line Extension

construction would be financed with a combination of funds from federal

and state sources. Efforts to engage a developer for the North Point

development will continue as this Project moves into the next phases of

design.

 

I-145-004

The Proposed Project offers substantial benefits to environmental justice

communities and serves the majority of Study Area environmental justice

population zones. As described in DEIR/EA Section 5.4, Environmental

Justice, impacts to environmental justice populations would be neither

severe nor disproportionate with any of the Build Alternatives.

 

I-145-005

As directed by the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, the FEIR

includes a limited scope of issues related to the Green Line Extension

Project. The Proposed Project, with a Medford Branch terminus at

College Avenue (and in conjunction with other programmed transit

project commitments), was determined by MassDEP to be consistent

with and to meet the emission reduction requirements under 310 CMR

7.36 (8), “Determination of Air Quality Emission Reductions.” These

requirements are also part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP;

MassDEP DEIR/EA comment letter, January 8, 2010). Although an

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 is MassDOT’s Preferred

Alternative, financial constraints prohibit the Commonwealth from

progressing the Project beyond College Avenue at this time.

 

I-145-006

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR
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Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.

 

I-145-007

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.
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I-146-001

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.
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I-147-001

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.
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I-148-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Thank you for your

interest in the Green Line Extension Project.
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I-149-001

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.

 

I-149-002

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR

Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.
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I-150-001

DEIR/EA Table 6-1, Project Mitigation Commitments, lists the traffic and

parking measures to which MassDOT has committed to mitigate

impacts. These mitigation measures address pedestrian and roadway

traffic signal improvement needs, impacts during construction, and

parking enforcement coordination.

The additional traffic expected to be generated by the project (related to

pick-up and drop-off activity) is minimal. A review of the traffic volume

networks in the DEIR/EA shows an increase of less than 50 trips during

the peak hours along Boston Avenue. This equates to less than one

additional vehicle per minute.
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I-151-001

Please see Comment Letter I-081 for responses to this form letter.
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I-152-001

As the Project advances into preliminary engineering, further

consideration will be given to the compatibility of station, track, and

infrastructure design with conceptual future Green Line additions and

extensions.

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able at this point to commit to funding the construction

of the Community Path.
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I-153-001

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.
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I-154-001

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.

 

I-154-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.
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I-155-001

Please see Comment Letter I-002 and responses to comments I-002-

002, I-002-007, I-002-008, I-002-010.
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I-156-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013, plus the additional responses below.

 

I-156-002

FEIR Chapter 5 describes the revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station, including station design, track alignment, bus routings, and other

elements. Changes to the track alignment depicted in the DEIR/EA were

evaluated, but could result in additional impacts on area abutters. These

will be new tracks on an aerial guideway, not existing tracks at ground

level northeast of the Glass Factory Condominiums. Proposed mitigation

measures for area abutters are also described in FEIR Chapter 5. During

preliminary engineering, specific station design elements will be further

developed.

 

I-156-003

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, enclosed automatic fare

collection, and other amenities are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.
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I-156-004

Although Lechmere Station will no longer function as a terminal station,

there is still a demonstrated demand for existing parking. Nonetheless,

parking at the relocated Lechmere Station was reduced in the revised

conceptual design. These revised plans are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station.

As stated in DEIR/EA Section 3.7, station designs will minimize light

impacts to neighboring properties. The MBTA generally does not include

landscaping within station parking areas, though other station

landscaping opportunities will be evaluated. As explained in FEIR

Chapter 5, design criteria for all Project elements, including Lechmere

Station lighting and landscaping, and detailed station designs will be

developed during preliminary engineering.
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I-157-001

Please see Comment Letter I-013 for responses to this form letter, as

well as the additional response below.

 

I-157-002

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station are included in FEIR

Chapter 5, Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in

the preliminary engineering stage of the Project, with additional

consideration given to urban design and pedestrian

environment considerations under the trackway areas. Fencing options

along the Glass Factory property are currently proposed and

will continue to be evaluated. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during station design.

It is anticipated that the Project will have a positive impact on air quality

within the study area. DEIR/EA Section 5.6, Air Quality, describes the

expected improvements in local and regional air quality that would result

from the Proposed Project. Further explanation of air quality modeling

assumptions and potential impacts are described in the FEIR Chapter 3,

Air Quality.  As described in Chapter 5 of the FEIR, and in Chapter 8,

Mitigation Measures, the bus layover facility would be posted "no  idling"

in conformance with MBTA policy.
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I-158-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-158-002

DEIR/EA Section 3.7 describes bus, pedestrian, and bicycle access at

each of the proposed stations. Sections 4.4 and 5.3 of the FEIR, Access

and Circulation, describe pedestrian and traffic access for the proposed

College Avenue Station and redesigned Lechmere Station, respectively.

The preliminary station access and platform designs are based on

requirements and guidance provided by the Americans with Disabilities

Act, 1990, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Architectural Access

Board (MAAB), the MBTA, and the recent Boston Center for

Independent Living (BCIL) agreement. In general, current station

concepts include two elevators, escalators, and stairs, and meet the

MBTA's requirements for access. 

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, bicycle,

pedestrian, bus and automobile access at stations, as well as specific

design details and station elements, will be refined during preliminary

engineering. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR,

describes MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the

Project.
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I-159-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-159-002

As described in the DEIR/EA Section 1.5.3, throughout the development

of the DEIR/EA regular coordination with the Advisory Group and local

municipalities on various aspects of the Project, including siting of the

maintenance facility, occurred.  During the Summer of 2008, tutorials on

the proposed maintenance facility as well as site visits to existing

maintenance facilities were conducted for Advisory Group members. 

Additionally, in December 2009 a public meeting was held on the various

maintenance facility sites.

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.

 

I-159-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option
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L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 
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I-160-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Thank you for your

interest in the Green Line Extension Project.

 

I-160-002

Please see Comment Letter I-002 for responses to this form letter.
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I-161-001

The current limit of the Proposed Project only extends the Green Line as

far as College Avenue, with a potential future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway / Route 16. However, as the Project advances into preliminary

engineering, further consideration will be given to the compatibility of

station, track, and infrastructure design with conceptual future Green

Line additions and extensions.
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I-162-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. However, it

should be noted that even without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance

facility, the main line Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

Design for the maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s

preliminary engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP),

Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. Chapter 8 of the FEIR describes

proposed mitigation measures and related monitoring after the

construction phase. 

 

I-162-002

MassDOT has committed to complete the final design of the proposed

Community Path between Lowell Street and the Inner Belt area.

MassDOT is not able to commit to funding the construction of

the Community Path. However, MassDOT will continue to work with the

City of Somerville to identify potential state and Federal funding

opportunities for the construction of the Community Path.

 

I-162-003

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the
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Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-162-004

As the Project advances into preliminary engineering, further

consideration will be given to the compatibility of station, track, and

infrastructure design with conceptual future Green Line additions and

extensions.
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I-163-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-163-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of light rail storage

and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter 2,

Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. This chapter includes real

estate impacts and order-of-magnitude capital costs for each

maintenance facility alternative. FEIR Section 2.3 provides a comparison

summary of environmental impacts for the three maintenance facility

alternatives. FEIR Section 2.4 describes any construction impacts and

construction mitigation measures associated with each of the three

maintenance facility alternatives. As a result of the evaluation, Option

L was identified as the preferred maintenance facility site. Design for the

maintenance facility will be developed during the Project’s preliminary

engineering stage. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the

FEIR, proposes a structure for community involvement

during preliminary engineering. However, it should be noted that even

without the use of Yard 8 for the maintenance facility, the main line

Green Line tracks will still be located in this area.

 

I-163-003

Chapter 8, Mitigation, of the FEIR describes the proposed mitigation

measures and the process by which they will be implemented and

monitored following construction.
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I-164-001

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

I-164-002

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR

Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.
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I-164-003

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.

 

I-164-004

Project cost estimates are based on the current, conceptual level of

design, and will be further refined as the Project progresses through

preliminary engineering. It is anticipated that Green Line Extension

construction would be financed with a combination of funds from federal

and state sources. Efforts to engage a developer for the North Point

development will continue as this Project moves into the next phases of

design.

 

I-164-005

The Proposed Project offers substantial benefits to environmental justice

communities and serves the majority of Study Area environmental justice

population zones. As described in DEIR/EA Section 5.4, Environmental

Justice, impacts to environmental justice populations would be neither

severe nor disproportionate with any of the Build Alternatives.
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I-165-001

Anticipated indirect and cumulative effects of the Project, including

impacts on corridor transportation and traffic, growth, property values,

land use, transit-oriented and economic development are described in

DEIR/EA Section 5.15, Indirect and Cumulative Effects. As stated in

FEIR Section 6.4, MassDOT and the MBTA will conduct a series of

public workshops to gather input on land use and facility design issues

from the communities. These workshops will offer an opportunity to

discuss how facility design can influence indirect and cumulative effects.

 

I-165-002

The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) include

conceptual station designs. The stations have been designed to meet

MBTA standards, as well as to be ADA-compliant. Detailed designs for

each station will be further developed during the Project’s preliminary

engineering stage. The process for coordinating with the local

communities during station design is described in the Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR. 

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including modifications

to the station headhouse and entrances, are included in FEIR Chapter 5,

Lechmere Station. These plans will be further developed in the

preliminary engineering stage of the Project. The Public Involvement

Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, proposes a structure for community

involvement during station design.

 

I-165-003

As part of the Green Line Extension, MassDOT intends to demolish the

existing Lechmere Station and prepare the site for potential future

redevelopment.
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I-165-004

Revised conceptual plans for Lechmere Station, including bus facilities

and bus waiting areas, are included in FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere

Station. Routes 80, 87 and 88 are expected to enter the station directly

from O'Brien Highway via Water Street and not travel to Cambridge

Street. The path for Route 69 can remain on Cambridge Street in East

Cambridge, with inbound service along North First Street, O'Brian

Highway, and Water Street.

 

I-165-005

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-165-006

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has prepared an FEIR for the Green Line Extension Project.

This limited scope FEIR addresses those requirements specified in the

Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA.
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I-166-001

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-166-002

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is provided in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. The evaluation considers

land use and connectivity impacts and opportunities associated with

each maintenance facility site alternative.

 

I-166-003

As explained in FEIR Chapter 2, MassDOT has explored opportunities

for the Green Line Extension storage and maintenance facility to share

resources with the Boston Engine Terminal. The independent needs and

constraints of these facilities limit opportunities for shared resources.

MassDOT will coordinate with the MBTA during preliminary engineering

to maximize efficient land utilization between these storage and

maintenance facilities, if possible.

 

I-166-004

The Green Line Extension storage and maintenance facility is a critical

component of the Proposed Project, and must be constructed as part of

the Project. Chapter 2 of the FEIR fully describes the environmental

impacts of the proposed storage and maintenance facility. In order to

maximize operating efficiencies, the facility must be constructed within

the same timeframe as the Green Line Extension Project, in the vicinity

of the Green Line Extension right-of-way, and north of downtown Boston.

Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1175

The storage and maintenance facility alternatives include storage for

Green Line Extension vehicles and replacement of the existing

Lechmere Station vehicle storage. Storage capacity is also provided for

vehicles currently stored in trackways between Lechmere Station and

Government Center; this storage will be lost due to the Green Line

Extension.

 

I-166-005

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has developed a Public Involvement Plan (PIP) for the Green

Line Extension Project. The PIP, Chapter 6 of the FEIR, describes

MassDOT’s plans for public outreach in the next phases of the Project.

 

I-166-006

MassDOT has developed proposed mitigation measures / draft Section

61 findings for the Green Line Extension Project. These are provided in

FEIR Chapter 8, Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Measures. The

mitigation measures, steps for implementation, and post-construction

monitoring required by the Secretary's Certificate on the DEIR are also

described in FEIR Chapter 8.

 

I-166-007

While noise from fans in auxiliary equipment such as air-conditioners on

transit cars is a significant noise source for stationary trains, the greatest

source of noise on moving trains is generated at the wheel-rail interface.

Installing quieter fans could be effective in reducing noise emissions

from Green Line cars while stationary, such as when they are in the

maintenance yard being prepared for revenue service. However,

this mitigation measure would not be effective in reducing the noise

generated by moving Green Line cars or the total noise generated by

both Green Line and commuter trains. Noise barriers proposed for the
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Project would be more effective in reducing the noise from both Green

Line and commuter trains.

Specific modifications to existing Green Line vehicles would be a

systemwide effort and may be beyond the scope of the Project. As

described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes proposed mitigation measures and next steps pertaining to

mitigation. 

 

I-166-008

As described in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts above regulatory

thresholds to sensitive receptors. Where appropriate, MassDOT intends

to implement these measures prior to construction. FEIR Chapter 8

describes the process by which mitigation measures will be identified

and implemented. The stakeholder coordination process for Project

mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach Strategies.

 

I-166-009

The Green Line Extension will have a positive impact on outdoor air

quality within the study area. Indoor air quality is unique to each

individual building, and is outside the scope of this project.

 

I-166-010

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is included in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the
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evaluation, the Yard 8 location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-166-011

Potential noise and vibration impacts, including impacts associated with

railroad operations, were assessed for the southwest facade of the

Brickbottom Artists Building abuttings the existing MBTA Fitchburg

Commuter Rail line. Because the northeast façade represents the

location of the building with a potential for more severe noise impact,

findings for the southwest façade were not originally reported in the

DEIR/EA. These findings have been included in FEIR Chapter 8. All

noise projections take into account proposed changes to the topography

of the alignment, including things such as retaining walls and grading.

During preliminary engineering, MassDOT will conduct further analysis

for several individual properties, including the Brickbottom Artists Lofts.

As described in FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT will then be able to identify

the specific measures that will be appropriate for mitigating the Project's

noise and vibration impacts. The stakeholder coordination process for

Project mitigation is described in FEIR Section 6.3, Public Outreach

Strategies.

Major changes to operations of the Boston Engine Terminal (BET),

MBTA Commuter Rail and other railroads, and railroad vehicles are

beyond the scope of the Green Line Extension Project. The BET "Drill

Track," or the track used to access the BET from the west, will be

relocated approximately five feet further from the Brickbottom Artists

Building as part of the Green Line Extension Project.
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I-167-001

The DEIR/EA and FEIR (Chapter 5, Lechmere Station) include

conceptual station designs, which includes enclosed headhouses,

alternate fare collection, and waiting areas. Detailed designs for each

station, including locations of amenities such as canopies, benches,

security features and lighting, will be further developed during the

Project’s preliminary engineering stage. The process for coordinating

with the local communities during station design is described in the

Public Involvement Plan (PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR.
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I-168-001

As described in DEIR/EA Section 3.7, Build Alternatives, although the

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was considered the

Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line Extension

Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. The Proposed Project, with a terminus at College Avenue

(and in conjunction with other programmed transit project commitments),

was determined by MassDEP to be consistent with and to meet the

emission reduction requirements under 310 CMR 7.36 (8),

“Determination of Air Quality Emission Reductions.” These

requirements are also part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP;

MassDEP DEIR/EA comment letter, January 8, 2010). Additionally, FEIR

Chapter 4 includes a detailed description of College Avenue Station

functioning as a terminal station.

Since the release of the DEIR/EA, a few stakeholders raised concerns

that the proposed College Avenue Station, serving as a terminal station

for the Proposed Project, would not adequately serve the Medford

Hillside neighborhood. Serving this neighborhood was identified as part

of the SIP description. To address and resolve these concerns, CTPS

prepared a memorandum demonstrating that the College Avenue Station

location does adequately serve the walk market area for the Medford

Hillside neighborhood. This memorandum is provided in Appendix C of

the FEIR.

 

I-168-002

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA, FEIR

Chapter 4, College Avenue Station, describes the ridership model

assumptions and anticipated operations, traffic, environmental and

access impacts at a College Avenue terminus for the Medford Branch.

Mitigation measures for these impacts are described in FEIR Chapter 8,

Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Commitments.
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I-168-003

As described in DEIR/EA Appendix B, Section 4.5, MassDOT’s analysis

and understanding of the ridership market potential concluded that the

Winthrop Street area would be best served by a single station in the

vicinity of College Avenue and Winthrop Street. As explained in DEIR/EA

Section 3.7, the preferred station location is at College Avenue.

 

I-168-003

As described in DEIR/EA Appendix B, Section 4.5, MassDOT’s analysis

and understanding of the ridership market potential concluded that the

Winthrop Street area would be best served by a single station in the

vicinity of College Avenue and Winthrop Street. As explained in DEIR/EA

Section 3.7, the preferred station location is at College Avenue.

 

I-168-004

All stations for the Green Line Extension project were designed to

comply with the MBTA's design standards. The station descriptions in

the DEIR/EA identify the full extent of potential impacts of the Project on

the surrounding area, in compliance with MEPA review requirements.

Although a redesigned Mystic Valley Parkway / Route 16 station may

achieve some reductions in property takings, there is still much

evaluation of design, operations, and environmental impacts that would

be required. At such time that the extension beyond College Avenue can

be advanced, MassDOT will re-evaluate the proposed station layout at

Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16. MassDOT is considering initiating a

community planning process for a future extension to Mystic Valley

Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input on station design and

layout, neighborhood impacts, economic development, and other area

planning issues.

 

I-168-005

MassDOT has developed proposed mitigation measures / draft Section
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61 findings for the Green Line Extension Project. These are provided in

FEIR Chapter 8, Draft Section 61 Findings and Mitigation Measures. The

mitigation measures, steps for implementation, and post-construction

monitoring required by the Secretary's Certificate on the DEIR are also

described in FEIR Chapter 8.

 

I-168-006

The Green Line Extension storage and maintenance facility is a critical

component of the Proposed Project, and must be constructed as part of

the Project. Chapter 2 of the FEIR fully describes the environmental

impacts of the proposed storage and maintenance facility. In order to

maximize operating efficiencies, the facility must be constructed within

the same timeframe as the Green Line Extension Project, in the vicinity

of the Green Line Extension right-of-way, and north of downtown Boston.

The storage and maintenance facility alternatives include storage for

Green Line Extension vehicles and replacement of the existing

Lechmere Station vehicle storage. Storage capacity is also provided for

vehicles currently stored in trackways between Lechmere Station and

Government Center; this storage will be lost due to the Green Line

Extension. Some additional capacity is provided for future system

growth.

Efforts to engage a developer for the NorthPoint development will

continue as the Green Line Extension Project advances.

 

I-168-007

In accordance with the Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA,

MassDOT has prepared an FEIR for the Green Line Extension Project.

This limited scope FEIR addresses those requirements specified in the

Secretary’s Certificate on the DEIR/EA.
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I-168-008

Although the extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 was

considered the Preferred Alternative for a full-build of the Green Line

Extension Project, limitations on available funding prohibit the

Commonwealth from extending the Green Line beyond College Avenue

at this time. A future extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 will

require a separate environmental clearance process. MassDOT is

considering initiating a community planning process for a future

extension to Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 to obtain stakeholder input

on station design and layout, neighborhood impacts, economic

development, and other area planning issues.

 

Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1185Green Line Extension Project

MassDOT



Page 1186

I-169-001

FEIR Chapter 5 describes the revised conceptual plans for Lechmere

Station, including station design, track alignment, bus routings, and other

elements. Changes to the track alignment depicted in the DEIR/EA were

evaluated, but could result in additional impacts on area abutters.

Proposed mitigation measures for area abutters are also described in

FEIR Chapter 5. During preliminary engineering, specific station design

elements will be further developed.

 

I-169-002

As discussed in DEIR/EA Chapter 6 and FEIR Chapter 8, MassDOT has

complied with FTA-established guidelines to identify and then eliminate,

minimize, or offset noise and vibration impacts to sensitive receptors

above regulatory thresholds. FEIR Chapter 5, Lechmere Station,

described the proposed station, roadway and busway. It also describes

proposed mitigation measures, including a noise barrier on the elevated

structure near Glass Factory.

 

I-169-003

An expanded technical and environmental analysis of the light rail

storage and maintenance facility alternatives is provided in FEIR Chapter

2, Maintenance Facility Alternatives Analysis. As a result of the

evaluation, the Mirror H location is not recommended for further

consideration and Option L is identified as the preferred maintenance

facility site.

 

I-169-004

The revised conceptual plan for Lechmere Station, as shown in FEIR

Chapter 5, is entirely on MBTA property. This conceptual design does

not require any Glass Factory property or the removal of trees and

landscaping from Glass Factory property. The Public Involvement Plan
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(PIP), Chapter 6 of the FEIR, outlines how MassDOT will involve

residents in developing landscape design.
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