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Date/Time of Meeting: 18 Feb 2011/ 1:00-3:30pm 

Location: Advanced Math and Science Academy Charter School, Marlborough, MA 

Attendees: 

The following tables list the members of the council and show the attendance at 
this meeting with an X in the Present column. 

Members 
  

General Background 
 

Present 
(X) 

Lorretta Holloway 
Associate Professor, Framingham 
State University 

X 

Tyrone Mowatt Principal, Business Strategy and 
Research at FromTopDown, LLC 

X 

Lisa Natcharian Freelance Writer, Wilbraham, 
Community Representative 

 

Donna Potter-
Astion 

Teacher, Berkshire Hills Regional 
Schools 

 

Michele Proude 
Parent, Hull 

X 

Shelly Toomey Systems Engineer, BAE Systems, 
Parent 

X 

    

Department of 
Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
 

Current Role 
  

 

Carol Lach ESE Liaison X 

Barbara Libby ESE Administrator  

    

Advanced Math and 
Science Academy 
Charter School 
 

Current Position 
  

 

Lisa Barooshian Counselor  

Barbara McGann Exec. Director X 

Ann Richards Operations  

General Public 
 

General Background 
 

 

Jerry  Mroz   Nova School leader and parent X 

Tracy Comtois Teacher Dudley Public School, 
Curriculum Coordinator 

X 
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Agenda: 

The Agenda for this meeting was as follows: 

 Introductions 
 Chairperson recommendation 
 ESE Guidelines for Advisory Councils 
 Open Meeting Law 
 Discussion of Our Council's Charge 

Current resources 
 Plans & Next steps 
 Set dates for future meetings 

Meeting Results: 

The results of the meeting are as follows: 

1.  Chairperson recommendation 

 A nomination and acceptance was made for Lorretta Holloway to be 
the new chair of this council.   

 A nomination and acceptance was made for Tyrone Mowatt to be the 
new Vice chair of this council. 

 A nomination and acceptance was made for Shelly Toomey to be the 
new Secretary of this council. 

 

2. Michele Proude and Tyrone Mowatt provided feedback from the work 
done last year by this council, specifically the presentation of the 
committee report which questioned whether the Commonwealth’s vision 
that  “every child in the state of Massachusetts is to receive a world-class 
education” included gifted and advanced students. 

 

3. ESE Guidelines for Advisory Council 

The Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Guidelines for Advisory Councils, dated November 2010 was passed out 
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to the Advisory council members and reviewed.  This document is found 
here: http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/guidelines.html .  The group walked 
through the council purpose, mission, and roles. 

 

4. Open Meeting Law 

The Council was provided a 4 page Memorandum dated 31 Jan 2011 from 
Rhoda Schnieder on the definition and interpretation of Open Meetings 
law.  The guidance is understood with the idea that all council data will 
get posted to the DOE web site.  A note was made on e-mail 
correspondence and it was requested that Carol Lach get a clarification 
on whether or not e-mail notifications of Web postings can be sent to the 
council members as well as interested parties. 

 

5. Discussion of Our Council's Charge 
The Council charge statement pasted below was reviewed and the board 
agreed the Gifted and Talented work comes at a cost and is not cost free.  
The Council will try to recommend cost effective ways to develop Gifted 
and Talented programs. 

Our charge, which is designed to support and advise the Board and 
ESE's related core work, is to recommend cost-effective ways for 
teachers to support and enhance the education of gifted and 
talented students; to identify low-cost best practices in schools. 

6. Current resources: 

 

a. A 4 page listing of Opportunities for Challenging Students 
Academically from the DOE web page was passed out to the council 
members  The list is found here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/omste/studentopps.html 

 

b. The following Gifted and Talented Resource Centers were shown to 
the group.   
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i. Center for Gifted Education at the College of William and 
Mary http://cfge.wm.edu 

ii. Framingham Public Schools Sage Department 
http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/gifted_talented_program
ming.cfm 

iii. Institute for Learning and Teaching at UMass Boston: Project 
ALERTA an enrichment program for Latino students in the 
Boston Public Schools http://www.umb.edu/alerta 

iv. Neag Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development at 
the University of Connecticut http://www.gifted.uconn.edu 

v. Triton Regional School District Talented and Gifted Program 
(TAG) http://www.trsd.net 

It was not clear what the current funding is for the Massachusetts 
resource centers. 

In addition to the resources shown above the Gifted and Talented course 
for teachers at Framingham University was mentioned.  This is a 4-week 
course that Dr. Lorretta Holloway teaches and is available to the public. 
Usually, the class is made up of teachers, but parents and district staff 
have found the course helpful. 

Successful charter schools such as the Advanced Math and Science Academy 
Charter School were discussed as other resources to look at. 

7. Plans & Next steps 

The following key points were made at this meeting: 

a. Beyond Grade Level Training - The Council discussed 
recommending to the Commissioner/Board that beyond grade level 
teaching should be put in place at all school classrooms.  To make 
this understood the council was looking to recommend beyond 
grade level training for teachers be developed.  The council 
discussed recommending the beyond grade level training get 
added to the teacher training that is currently being developed for 
the new core curriculum.  The council also discussed the fact that 
college readiness is not possible if schools are not thinking beyond 
grade level all the time. 

 

b. Professional Development - It was suggested by one of the 
Council members that we integrate professional development 
needed for advanced students with the roll-out of the 2011 
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Standards. The 2011 Standards include instructional practices and 
higher level thinking skills that are essential for all students in the 
21st Century, and most appropriate for the success of our advanced 
learners. 

 

c. Individual Student Centric - The Council is discussing specific  
recommendations advising the Commissioner/Board that schools 
shift from an ‘institution focus’ to a ‘student focus’ with the notion 
that a student focus will encourage  schools to address the needs 
of all students with advanced individualized talents.  The Council 
discussed research indicating that when the bar is raised for a 
small set of students all students benefit by being exposed to 
higher standards. 

 

d. Measures of Accountability - The Council also discussed how 
schools can be held accountable for meeting the needs of advanced 
learners.  One idea that was discussed was to make schools 
responsible for explaining how the needs of the students that score 
extremely well on the MCAS results are being met.  In other words 
what are the schools doing to challenge the kids that score high on 
the MCAS? 

 

e. Research and References - Some additional references that the 
group discussed was a Mackenzie Report referenced by Jerry Mroz, 
a known advocate for more funding for the gifted and talented of 
the Commonwealth.  Mr. Mroz volunteered to explore options to 
make this report available to the council.  Another report is the 
Anchor standards which summarize the difference between the 
common core standards and the current Commonwealth standards.  
Tyrone Mowatt will make available a summary of the analysis he 
did on MCAS results. 

The latest information on the Massachusetts 2011 Standards 
Incorporating the Common Core can be found at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/.  

The Board-approved 2011 standards as well as Side-by-Side 
Comparison Documents* which summarize the differences between 
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the 2011 Massachusetts Standards and the Current Standards, are 
posted on the DOE webpage 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/.   

 

f. Generally, the Council meets four times a year; however, the group 
members present agreed to meet several times over the next 
months in order to prepare its required report to the Commissioner 
and the board by the June deadline.  The plan it to set three 
meetings--March, April, and May. These will be posted as soon as 
the dates and locations have been established. 

 

g. Meeting adjourned at 3:20 PM. 
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