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[L-R] Roberta Schaefer, Debora Hopkins, Anne Sadick, Representative Cory Atkins (D-
Concord), Iliana D’Limas, Anne Wettengel, Senator Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester), 
Dodi Swope, Linda Cavaioli, Patricia Hallberg, and Mary McRae 
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Investing in Girls Alliance Presents Needs Assessment Report 

academically, and also educating parents about technology and 
sites such as Facebook so that they can better monitor their 
daughters’ internet use.  
 
“I am pleased with the work that Investing in Girls is doing,” 
said Representative Cory Atkins. “Their research will help 
lawmakers and service providers improve our approach to 
helping at-risk girls. Working together, hopefully we can help all 
girls in our Commonwealth achieve their potential.” 
 
Representative Alice Peisch added, “As we continue to address 
the concerns of school-aged girls, we must provide a supportive 
environment for girls to perform at their academic best and help 
position them to achieve greater success during the school day. 
Doing so will allow girls to be better prepared for college and 
post-graduation employment.”                 
                  continued on page 3 

Senators Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester) and Sonia Chang-
Diaz (D-Boston), and Representatives Cory Atkins (D-Concord), 
Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley), and Kay Khan (D-Newton) joined 
the Investing in Girls Alliance (IIG) at the State House on June 
27th for a presentation of the IIG’s 2012 Needs Assessment of 
Middle School Girls in the Greater Worcester Area.  
 
IIG was created in 2007 at the behest of the Worcester Mayor’s 
Task Force on Youth at Risk because of concerns about the rise 
of violence among girls and young women in the Greater 
Worcester area. The Alliance is made up of representatives from 
local and state government agencies, public schools and colleges 
in the Greater Worcester area, and private organizations. 
Funded by the Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, the IIG seeks to 
improve services for middle school girls in Central 
Massachusetts through research, education, advocacy, and 
collaboration. 
 
As a follow up to their 2007 Needs Assessment, IIG surveyed 
middle school girls, parents, and providers in order to observe 
changes over a five year period. The report described where 
positive impact was made and where continued focus is 
required. The focus areas included sexual health and romantic 
relationships, mental health and stress, health and physical body 
changes, relationships, violence and safety, education, and 
technology. During a PowerPoint presentation, Dodi Swope and 
Mary McRae of IIG identified emerging trends in the lives of 
girls aged ten to fourteen. 
 
The assessment found that girls placed sexual health as their 
highest priority and expressed a need for more information on 
sexual development and more discussion of romantic 
relationships. Parents and providers also identified sexual health 
as important but rated peer relationships as a higher priority. In 
terms of mental health, the majority of girls have a trusted adult 
that they can talk to about their feelings when they are feeling 
sad or “bummed out.” Girls in the Greater Worcester area report 
engaging in healthy behaviors, although the rate of obesity for 
girls in this area is higher than the state average. Violence 
continues to be an area of concern to girls, with almost a fifth of 
the girls polled reporting that they missed school because they 
felt unsafe.  
 
In addition, the assessment found a growing link in girls’ 
experiences between education and professional career, but 
many are still not clear about how to reach their future 
aspirations. The report cited concerns over the quantity and 
level of difficulty of school work, worrying over completion of 
homework, getting good grades, and the transition from middle 
school to high school. There is also concern among parents and 
providers that girls who use the internet are exposing 
themselves to significant risks, such as cyberbullying. Girls tend 
to be much more technology-savvy than the adults around them, 
and they can easily find ways around parental blocks. The report 
suggested possible solutions for these problems, including 
creating partnerships with local colleges to encourage girls Representative Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley) 

speaks about academic success. 
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Dear Colleagues, Staff, and Friends, 

The 2011-2012 Legislative Session was very productive and we can be proud of all that we have accomplished. This 
session brought about the passage of major legislation, including electricity cost and competition, foreclosure 
prevention, expanded gaming, health care cost containment, CHINS reform, criminal sentencing reform, state 
government finance laws reform, and a comprehensive economic development and job creation bill.  

During the process, several conference committees were appointed. A number of Caucus members served on 
important conference committees and we extend our sincere thanks for their hard work and commitment to 
reaching a consensus on such important legislation. 

As we approach the fall and winter, the Caucus is gearing up for a number of exciting events. These include a 
women’s health care roundtable in September at the Boston University Medical Campus, a clothing drive in 
October to help economically disadvantaged women, a briefing with women in the agriculture industry, and a Hot 
Jobs forum with the Crittenton Women’s Union. Towards the end of 2012, we are also hosting a Farewell Brunch to 
honor and thank our departing members for their outstanding service in the Massachusetts Legislature. 

We hope you are enjoying your summer and once again thank you for your support and participation in Caucus 
events. We look forward to seeing you at our fall events. 

A Message from the Co-Chairs 
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“Investing in Girls Alliance has taken an 

important stance in addressing these issues that 

affect our most impressionable population. I am 

pleased to see such widespread support in the State 

House and hope that legislation in the future will 

be created to meet the needs identified in this 

report.” 

Senator Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester) 

The Caucus and IIG were also 
joined by the GIRLS 
Initiative (GI), whose goal is 
to promote positive outcomes 
for high-risk or already 
system-involved girls and to 
reduce  t h e  ra t es  of 
involvement and recidivism 
of girls in the juvenile justice 
system. To address these 
issues, Representative Cheryl 
C o a k l e y - R i v e r a  ( D -
Springfield) has filed H2673, 
A Resolve providing for an 
investigation and study by a 
special commission relative 
t o  ge n d e r -r e s p on s iv e 
programming for juvenile 
justice system involved girls.  
 

The Commission would include eight community people who 
represent state vendors that provide direct services to high-risk 
girls, two State Representatives and two State Senators, and the 
Commissioners of relevant agencies. Their findings may develop 
programming that will be a cost-effective method of preventing 
future criminal behavior so that young girls are no longer 
trapped in the pipeline to future incarcerations. Mary Tuitt, 
Chief of Staff in the office of Representative Gloria Fox (D-
Roxbury), underscored the need for passage of this bill. 

“Although we are making progress, there is plenty of work to be 
done to ensure our local girls grow up happy, healthy, and 
productive. We were especially struck by how well our elected 
officials understood the importance of our work and how they 
saw direct links to support our work through the legislative 
process, especially in the fields of education and health policy.  
We felt entirely welcomed and joined in our mission by our state 
leaders," said IIG. 

Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz (D-Boston) 

speaks about needs of middle school girls. 

Investing In Girls Alliance… Continued from page 1 

In June, Senate President Murray (D-Plymouth) 
made two announcements at the 2012 BIO 
International Convention. First, working with 
Massachusetts Life Sciences Center President 
and CEO Dr. Susan Windham-Bannister and 
Dr. Ramon Franco of the Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary, she announced a multi-
national research study to develop non-invasive 
procedures to detect pre-malignant lesions. 
Finland, Northern Ireland, and Catalonia have 
also made commitments to be part of the study. 
Senate President Murray also announced that 
the European Commission has selected 
Massachusetts to hold an October conference on 
the US-EU Memorandum of Understanding on 
eHealth.    

Senate President Therese Murray Makes Announcements   
at 2012 BIO International Convention 
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Room 437 of the State House was standing room only on July 
18th as the Caucus welcomed Dr. Roseanna H. Means, who came 
to talk about her unique perspective “from the trenches” about 
health care access and delivery as it affects the women she treats 
in her primary care practice and in shelters. Dr. Means is a Board 
Certified internist who has been on the staff of Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital since 1981. She is also the founder and 
president of Women of Means, a non-profit organization 
composed of volunteer physicians and nurses who provide free 
medical care in shelters to women and families, including a 
surprisingly high number of elderly homeless women. 

 
Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) and 
Representative Alice Peisch (D -
Wellesley) provided opening remarks to 
a large audience that included 
Representatives Denise Andrews (D-
Orange), Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge), 
Tricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield), 
Sarah Peake (D-Provincetown), and 
E l i z a b e t h  P o i r i e r  ( R - N o r t h 
Attleborough).  Dr. Means then gave a 
very informative speech on the 
importance of providing health care to 
women in need, the challenges facing 
primary care physicians, and how both 
issues relate to the increasing price of 
medical care. 
 
“The women who use our services at 
Women’s Lunch Place and Rosie’s Place 

welcome the chance to have face time with women doctors,” Dr. 
Means said during her presentation. “We might be the sole 
contact point for those with severe mental and cognitive issues, 
or an important adjunct for those who have a primary care 
physician but don’t have access to transportation or the 
emotional wherewithal to get there all the time. We fix the 
immediate problems and then connect them to someone in the 
mainstream for ongoing care or work collaboratively with their 
primary care physicians as an extension of care that reaches into 
the community.” Women of Means bridges both the shelter world 
and the larger systems of care, understands the language of both 
communities and has enormous credibility in both communities. 
 
Dr. Means went into detail about some of the cases she has taken 
on, citing an elderly homeless woman who desperately needed 
cataract surgery but due to trauma from her time on the street 
was wary about having a needle so close to her eyes. Her 
organization spent a lot of time and effort both convincing her to 
have the surgery and helping her back on her feet and into an 

apartment. She noted that hers is the only group performing 
such vital work, but the primary care physicians who volunteer 
have their own issues when it comes to helping patients.  
 
Nationally hospitals and health insurance companies have cut 
services due to the high costs of medical care. “Primary care 
physicians have been squeezed due to the ballooning cost of 
health care,” Dr. Means stated. “We have had support staff taken 
away and have been required to take on time-consuming and 
mind-numbing administrative burdens, most of which have little 
to do with actual patient care. We don’t disagree with the goal of 
accountability, but when the cost of that accountability comes at 
the expense of direct patient care and provider burnout, the 
patients actually lose.” Dr. Means believes that the answer to 
bringing down the cost of medical care requires creative 
thinking. She contends that the solution lies in getting back to 
our roots: the neighbor-helping-neighbor approach. Women of 
Means is one kind of small community and with linkage to 
others, such as the Family Van, and other public health 
programs, overall health care costs can be controlled.  
 
A question and answer session was held after Dr. Means finished 
her speech to conclude an illuminating legislative briefing. More 
information on Women of Means can be found at 
www.womenofmeans.org.  

Dr. Roseanna Means Briefs Caucus on Women’s Health Care 

[L-R] Senator Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashland), Dr. Roseanna 
Means, and Representative 
Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley) 

Barbara Burgo,  
President of the 
A m e r i c a n 
Association of 
U n i v e r s i t y 
W o m e n 
(Ma ssa chusett s 
Branch) 

[L-R] Representatives Elizabeth Poirier (R-North Attleborough),  and Alice 
Peisch (D-Wellesley), Dr. Roseanna Means, Representatives Sarah Peake (D-
Provincetown), and Tricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield) 

“I was pleased to have Dr. Roseanna Means, 

whom I have known personally for years, share 

her insights with those at the State House. With 

her tireless dedication to serving homeless women 

in need of medical services, she offers an 

essential perspective to the Commonwealth’s 

ongoing health care access discussion.” 

Representative Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley) 
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Senate President Therese Murray Welcomes Women 

Leaders from the Women in Public Service Project 

Fifty women leaders who hold political and civil service posts in the Middle East, North Africa, and Asia had the opportunity  to meet 
Senate President Therese Murray in the Senate Chamber when they participated in a Women in Public Service Project (WPSP) event 
sponsored by Victoria Budson, Executive Director, Women and Public Policy Program, at the Harvard Kennedy School. The WPSP is  
an initiative of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to build a generation of women leaders who will invest in their countries, provide 
leadership in government, and change the way that global solutions are forged. Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth), 
Senator Katherine Clark (D-Melrose), and Representatives Cory Atkins (D-Concord) and Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead) later spoke 
about their experiences in the Legislature. 

Caucus Legislators Distribute   

Hundreds of Sackpacks 
Senators Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester), Sonia Chang-Diaz 
(D-Boston), Katherine Clark (D-Melrose), Jennifer Flanagan (D-
Leominster), Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), and Representatives 
Jennifer Benson (D-Lunenburg), Geraldine Creedon (D-
Brockton), Carolyn Dykema (D-Holliston), Gloria Fox (D-
Roxbury), Elizabeth Malia (D-Jamaica Plain), Shaunna 
O’Connell (R-Taunton), Keiko Orrall (R-Lakeville), Sarah Peake 
(D-Provincetown), Denise Provost (D-Somerville), and Kathi-
Anne Reinstein (D-Revere) distributed hundreds of sackpacks 
filled with school supplies to disadvantaged students in their 
districts as part of a collaboration with the National Foundation 
for Women Legislators. Similar to last year’s program, the Office 
Depot Foundation in keeping with their mission—Listen Learn 
Care—has provided the National Foundation for Women 
Legislators with thousands of sackpacks for distribution by 
women legislators in all fifty states throughout the month of 
August. Framingham Office Depot manager Richard Matano 
facilitated the Massachusetts program. 

“Building Your Equity and 

Effective Engagement 101” 
The Caucus joined Representative Denise 
Andrews (D-Orange) in hosting an interactive 
seminar, “Building Your Equity and Effective 
Engagement 101,” in the House Chamber on 
July 19th for interns, legislators, and 
staff. The program featured topics on dressing 
professionally, introductions, networking, 
working the room, project management, and 
building your brand. Speakers included 
Representatives Elizabeth Poirier (R-North 
Attleborough) and Denise Provost (D-
Somerville); Ashley Brown, Chief of Staff for 
Representative Michael Moran; Elysse 
Magnotto, Legislative Aide for Representative 
Cleon Turner; and Mary Tuitt, Chief of Staff 

for Representative Gloria Fox. The audience was engaged as they 
listened to the speakers share tips for professional success and 
also practiced making introductions, networking, and the art of 
the handshake. The event proved to be very popular and 
promises to return next summer. More photos of the event can 
be viewed on the Caucus Facebook page. 

Representative Denise 
Andrews    (D-Orange) 
shakes hands with a 
legislative intern. 
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The State House brimmed with activity as Massachusetts 
citizens gathered in the Great Hall to honor the eighty-eight 
chosen Heroines at the 9th Annual Unsung Heroines 
celebration. Hosted by the Massachusetts Commission on the 
Status of Women, the event was held on May 16th from 1-4 PM. 
The event consisted of individual recognition for each of the 
eighty-eight Heroines of 2012, followed by a group photo on the 
Grand Staircase and a "Just Desserts" reception. NewsCenter 5's 
Liz Brunner attended the event and narrated the ceremony for a 
program to be aired on WCVB-TV. 
 
Spirits were high as legislators and family members proudly 
acknowledged individuals from their districts who make a 
difference in their communities every day. Individually selected 
by Massachusetts legislators, the Heroines hailed from cities and 
towns throughout the state. The Unsung Heroines are women 
who don’t make the news, but make a difference.  They are the 
women who use their time, talent and enthusiasm to enrich the 
lives of others, and make a difference in their neighborhoods, 
cities and towns. They are mentors, volunteers, and innovators 
who do what needs to be done without expectations of 
recognition or gratitude. These women are the glue that keeps a 
community together and every community has them. In her 
opening remarks, MCSW Chair Victoria A. Budson said, “Over 
the last few months we have been moved and heartened by the 

amazing stories of remarkable women effectively creating 
community, shaping lives, and living their values.  It is an honor 
and a pleasure to recognize the 2012 Unsung Heroines. We are 
inspired by their individual efforts and know that these women 
turn neighborhoods into communities and communities into a 
commonwealth.”     
 
Speaking directly to the Heroines, Senate President Therese 
Murray (D-Plymouth) commented, "While you may not ask for 
the spotlight, your efforts should not go unnoticed. That's why 
today we recognize you, and only you. And I hope that after 
today, each one of you can see just how special you are."  
 
The event was made possible thanks to the support of Tufts 
Health Plan, Verizon, MetroWest Athena Women, and NSTAR. 
The Commission’s annual Unsung Heroine initiative was 
underwritten by private sponsors and the MCSW Trust Fund. 
No tax dollars were used to fund this event. 
 
A complete list of the 2012 Heroines may be obtained by 
contacting the MCSW office at mcsw@state.ma.us. 
 
Contributed by the Massachusetts Commission on the Status of 
Women 

In Praise of Unsung Heroines 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Elizabeth Poirier (R-
North Attleborough) 
with Unsung Heroine 
Anne Marie Fleming 
of North Attleborough 

Senator Karen Spilka 
(D-Ashla nd) with 
U n su ng  H er oi ne 
Stephanie Mercandetti 
of Framingham 

The 2012 Unsung Heroines of Massachusetts  on the Grand Staircase  

Representative Cory 
Atkins (D-Concord) 
with Unsung Heroine 
Marian Thornton of 
Concord 
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Awards and Recognitions 

Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) was 
presented with the John Collins Warren Award from the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the American College of Surgeons in 
June. Dr. Warren played a significant role in his career as the 
leader of many "firsts" for Massachusetts and the medical and 
surgical fields. A founding member of Massachusetts General 
Hospital, he established New England's first medical journal, 
introduced general anesthesia to the world and passionately 
believed that all patients should have access to high quality care.  

In July, Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) 
was named the honorary chair of the 2012 South Shore Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s. The South Shore Walk to End Alzheimer’s will 
be one of eight walks held throughout the Commonwealth in 
September 2012. Last year’s events drew 18,000 participants 
and raised a total of $2.3 million.  

Senator Spilka Named Legislator of the Year by 

Biotech Industry Organization 

Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) was named a state 
legislator of the year by the Biotechnology Industry Organization 
(BIO) at their 2012 BIO International Convention. She serves as 
the Senate Chair of the BioTech Legislative Caucus and was 
recognized for her commitment to the biotechnology industry 
and her efforts to attract and keep life sciences companies in 
Massachusetts. Her work on economic development initiatives 
that include the medical technology industry has helped create a 
pro-biotechnology environment. 

Senate President Murray Named Honorary Chair 

of 2012 South Shore Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Senate President Murray Receives the           

John Collins Warren Award 

Senator Harriette Chandler (D-
Worcester) was named in Worcester 
Magazine’s Power List as one of the four 
most influential politicians in the 
Worcester area. In addition, she was 
named Best State Legislator by the 
magazine’s Best of Worcester 2012 
Annual Reader’s Poll. 

Senator Chandler Recognized 

by Worcester Magazine 

Speaker Pro Tempore Patricia Haddad (D-Somerset) 
was the recipient of the National Braille Press Fourth Annual 
“Blind” Award. She was recognized for her commitment and 
dedication to the education, rehabilitation and independence of 
all residents of the Commonwealth who are blind or visually 
impaired.  

[L-R] ADA Coordinator 
Carl Richardson with 
Kinley, Speaker Pro 
T e m p o r e  P a t r i c i a 
Haddad (D-Somerset), 
President  of the 
National Braille Press 
Brian MacDonald, and 
Jessica Doonan 

Representative Haddad Receives                      

Annual “Blind” Award 
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Representative Jennifer 
Benson (D-Lunenburg) was 
named to serve as a member of the 
M a s s a ch us et t s  W or k f o r c e 
Investment Board. The MWIB 
advises the Governor and 
Legislative Branch on creating and 
s us t a in in g  t h e  workfor ce 
Massachusetts needs to remain a 
competitive force in the global 
economy. The board’s goal is to 
ensure that Massachusetts’ 
workers have the skills they need 
to fill the jobs that the state’s 
businesses create. 

New Appointment for Representative Benson 

Representative Kay Khan (D-Newton) received the Newton 
Conservators 2012  Charles Johnson Maynard Award. The award 
recognizes efforts to improve biodiversity, habitat reclamation 
and natural resource protection. Representative Khan led the 
effort for the successful restoration and reconstruction of the old 
rail trestle bridge crossing the Charles River in Newton Lower 
Falls connecting Wellesley and Newton and providing access to 
trails on DCR land along the Charles River.  

Representative Khan Honored 

Senator  Gale Candaras                   

(D-Wilbraham)                                     

Economic Growth  

Representative Kate Hogan                

(D-Stow)                                               

Energy  

Senator Cynthia Stone Creem         

(D-Newton)                                                  

Habitual Offenders                                                   

Judicial Re-Organization                                             

Senator Jennifer Flanagan        

(D-Leominster)                         

CHINS Reform                                   

Habitual Offenders                         

Human Trafficking                             

Gaming                                              

Senator Karen Spilka                       

(D-Ashland)                                    

CHINS Reform                                    

State Government and Finance                               

Joint Rules                                        

Caucus Members Serve on Conference Committees 
Joint Committees Appointed to Resolve Differences on Bills 

[L-R] Conservators 

president Jane Sender, 

Representative Kay 

Kha n (D-N ewton), 

George Kirby and Sean 

Roche of the Newton 

Bic yc le Pedestria n 

Task Force 

Photo by Henry Finch 

On May 15th, Representative Ellen 
Story (D-Amherst) received an 
award from the Healthy Mothers, 
Healt hy Babies  Coa l it ion  in 
“recognition for her dedication to 
advancing the issue of maternal 
health… and casting a spotlight on the 
crisis of postpartum depression.” At 
the award ceremony, she in turn 
presented the coalition with a House 
resolution honoring and supporting 
a l l  of  t h e  fa mil ies  of  th e 
Commonwealth who have struggled 
with mental illness in honor of 
Mother’s Day. 

Representative Story Receives Award from 

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of 

Massachusetts 

On July 14th, at their annual 
Summer Bash, Representative 
Sarah Peake (D-Provincetown) 
was honored by Truro Center for the 
Arts at Castle Hill for her support of 
the arts and arts organizations. She 
received a one-of-a-kind stamped 
brick which she now keeps in her 
office.  

Representative Peake Honored for            

Supporting the Arts 

[L-R] Representative Sarah Peake (D-
Provincetown) with Executive Director of Castle 
Hill Cherie Mittenthal 

Representative Elizabeth Malia                                              

(D-Jamaica Plain)                              

Human Trafficking  

Representative Sheila Harrington                                                       

(R-Groton)                                                

Human Trafficking  

Senator Katherine Clark                 

(D-Melrose)                                                   

Pension Benefits  


