
 

 

 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS  
 

WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 

100  CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON MA  02114 
 

 

        August 14, 2012 

Richard Sullivan, Secretary 

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 

Attention: Deirdre Buckley, MEPA Office 

EOEA #14927 

100 Cambridge Street 

Boston, MA 02114 

 

Dear Secretary Sullivan: 

 

The Water Resources Commission (WRC) staff has reviewed the ENF for Town of 

Groton’s Phase II Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (CWMP).  

Implementation of a portion of this plan will require review under the Interbasin Transfer 

Act (ITA), MGL Chapter 21 §§ 8B through 8D, as the wastewater generated by this 

project will be transferred out of its basin of origin, the Merrimack River basin,  and 

discharged to the Nashua River basin through the Ayer wastewater treatment plant.  The 

transfer amount is expected to be 0.363 million gallons per day (mgd), so, on the advice 

of WRC Staff, the proponent is concurrently submitting a Request for Determination of 

Insignificance (RDI) under the Act. 

 

With receipt of the CWMP and associated documents provided to support the RDI, WRC 

staff has nearly all of the information it needs to review the RDI and make a 

recommendation of its merits to the WRC.  There are some outstanding questions that 

WRC staff has about the project.  However, these could be answered by the proponent 

during the RDI review, if the ENF\CWMP adequately and properly complies with MEPA 

and thus, will not need additional filings.  These are: 

 

 In the ENF, under the Land Section (subsection III.B), there is a discussion 

concerning economic development at the Four Corners area.  Does the RDI 

amount of 0.363 mgd include the full build-out potential for this area?  If not, 

what would be the maximum additional amount that could potentially be added to 

the proposed sewer connection with Ayer? 

 

 The proponent has worked with WRC staff to develop a flow augmentation plan 

(Dam Management Plan for Lost Lake Dam and Cow Pond Brook).  Staff will be 

reviewing this plan to determine if it will enable the Town to meet the criteria for 

insignificance, however, we are disappointed that there is not more discussion 

concerning implementation of a rigorous water conservation plan to address 

potential low lake levels for the homeowners around the lake with private wells.  



It has been documented that when the lake drops to a certain level, private wells 

in the area are impacted.  Curtailing non-essential water uses around the lake 

when water levels decline will benefit homeowners, as well as the environment.  

This could serve to decrease the rate of water level drop and increase the water 

level recovery period, thus minimizing the impacts to private wells for essential 

water uses and increasing the amount of water available to release downstream.  

WRC staff is willing to work with the Town and the Groton Lakes Association to 

develop such a plan to be used to address various low water level thresholds. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

       
 

      Kathleen Baskin, P.E. 

      Executive Director 
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Xiaoning Chen, DEP CERO 

 Jack Hamm, DEP 

 Jim McLaughlin, DEP 
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