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Massachusetts Libraries:  
In Demand, Under Pressure

The State Aid Impact

State Aid to Public Libraries helps local 
communities and local libraries and improves 
library service for residents across the 
Commonwealth. 

Libraries in the MBLC’s State Aid to Public 
Libraries Program work together to give residents 
access to millions of items beyond what their 
local library is able to offer. Libraries use state aid 
funding to meet other local community needs 
such as buying more computers, offering new, 
innovative programs or simply keeping the library 
open more hours.

More people visit 
Massachusetts public 
libraries each year than 
attend entire seasons of the 
Red Sox, Patriots, Bruins 
and Celtics combined.

37%
Reduction in state funding to 
support libraries since 2001

85,000  
Number of open hours lost by 
libraries since 2002

58 million
Number of items borrowed by 
residents last year—about 110 
per minute

1/10th of 1%
Percentage of the state’s budget 
that goes to support libraries

$1.05
State Aid funding to libraries  
per resident

22,000
Number of people using their 
library’s internet every day 
(not including WiFi)

You should know
“ If our library lost certification, 
our patrons would go from having 
access to 37 million items at the 
click of a mouse to just 55,000.” 

Amy Sadkin, Former Director,  
Lunenburg Public Library

High FY2013 % change from high FY2014 Request for funding

$9,989,844 $6,823,657 -32% $9,989,844

Keep in touch

TUMBLR: masslibraries.tumblr.com
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/mblcma
VIDEO: www.youtube.com/user/masslibraries
EMAIL: celeste.bruno@state.ma.us
WEBSITE: libraries.state.ma.us

“ State Aid provides events for 
more than 1,400 children, 
internet computers for the public 
and extra maintenance for our 
100 year-old Carnegie library.” 

Trisha Desmond, Director,  
Hudson Public Library

State Aid to Public Libraries Funding
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In a single year eBook borrowing has more 
than tripled

While Massachusetts public libraries are busy keeping up with this 
increased demand they are also working to keep public access to 
eBooks open and available in the wake of some publishers’ refusal 
to do business with libraries or setting strict lending limitations. Find 
out more: www.ala.org/news/pr?id=11508

 

Working together to meet the challenge

The MBLC is heading up a collaboration to broaden eBook and 
new media access, while also making it more affordable and easy 
to use for residents. This partnership includes the Library for the 
Commonwealth at Boston Public Library, the Massachusetts Library 
System, automated networks and local libraries. Increased funding 
in these areas is needed to accomplish this goal (see below).

Account High Current FY2013
% change  
from high

FY2014 Request 
for funding

State Aid to Public Libraries
7000-9501 $9,989,844 $6,823,657 -32% $9,989,844

Automated Networks/ Library
Technology & Resource Sharing

7000-9506
$4,420,235 $1,929,238 -56% $3,788,000

Massachusetts Library System/  
State Aid to Regional Libraries &  
Library for the Commonwealth 

7000-9401

$17,623,954 $9,231,475 -48% $10,940,475

Talking Book & Machine Lending (Perkins)
7000-9406

$2,400,000 $2,400,000 N/A $2,496,000

Talking Book Library (Worcester)
7000-9402

$430,628 $430,628  N/A $441,394

Board of Library Commissioners
7000-9101

$1,229,472 $998,778 -19% $1,065,177

Account High
Current 
FY2013

% change  
from high

FY2014 Request  
for funding

24/7
Free access for every resident to the best online 
information through mass.gov/libraries

Treasures at  
your fingertips
Library for the Commonwealth (LFC) in partnership 
with the Digital Commonwealth is digitizing historic 
collections from around the state making them 
accessible to everyone. Visit bpl.org/online and 
digitalcommonwealth.org

4 million
Worldwide views of LFC’s digitized collections in the 
past year

The only place
Through libraries everyone has access to internet, 
eBooks, eContent and new technology 

56%
Decrease in state funding that supports library 
technology since 2001

14.3 million
Items that were delivered by the Massachusetts 
Library System through Interlibrary Loan last year

Keeping access open and free

 “ Technology has the potential to eliminate so many barriers to 
information but we must work together to ensure access so that we 
don’t end up in a society where content is actually less accessible than 
it was in the era of print.” MBLC Chair Frank Murphy
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