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Governor Patrick Signs Senator Harriette Chandler’s       
Long-Term Care Insurance Bill into Law 

Governor Deval Patrick joined advocates and legislators for a 
ceremonial bill signing of Senate Bill 2359, “An Act Establishing 
Standards for Long-Term Care Insurance,” which ensures the 
availability of long-term care insurance policies, protects long-
term care applicants from unfair or deceptive sales or 
enrollment practices, and promotes flexibility and customization 
according to an individual’s long-term care needs. The 
legislation also establishes standards for long-term care 
insurance and facilitates better public understanding and 
comparison of long-term care insurance policies. The bill was 
signed on October 25, 2012. 
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Meeting the Needs of Women and Children                            
in our Communities 

Governor Deval Patrick, seated at center, Senator Harriette Chandler (D-
Worcester), left, and Representative Cory Akins (D-Concord), right. 

(L-R) (1st Row) Barbara Burgo, Marianne Conboy, Representative Denise Provost 
(D-Somerville), Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord), Boston University School 
of Medicine Dean Karen Antman, Sam Schenk, Pat Ruggles (2nd Row) Alan 
Holbrook, Anne Johnson Landry, Representative Tom Conroy (D-Wayland), 
Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield), Susana Segat, Mary-dith Tuitt, 
Amanda Bernardo, Chelsea Gordon  

On September 25, 2012, Doctor Karen Antman, Dean of the 
Boston University School of Medicine, and Caucus Co-Chairs 
Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) and Representative Cory 
Atkins (D-Concord) co-hosted the “Meeting the Needs of 
Women and Children in our Communities” roundtable 
discussion at the Boston University Medical Campus. This 
dynamic discussion included critical health and health-policy 
related issues affecting Massachusetts residents, particularly 
women and children. Four panels of expert faculty from the 
Boston University School of Medicine and the Boston University 
School of Public Health discussed several topic areas including 
Nutrition and Obesity, Cardiovascular disease, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and Health Disparities including the Black Women’s 
Health Study. The forum provided an opportunity for legislators, 
staffers, and health advocates to discuss and explore the medical 
factors that contribute to health and well-being, the implications 
of these health issues, and possible policy solutions. Boston 
University has launched many health initiatives that have served 
as national models. 

“The Long-Term Care Insurance bill has 
been in the works for over 8 years, so it’s 
been a long time coming,” said Senator 
Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester). “It is 
a win for everyone. This legislation 
presents a new channel of business with 
standards and offers savings for the state 
and individuals who will purchase and 
use it. After a long and hard fight, today 
marks a very important day, and I am 
absolutely thrilled.” 

“This was a long, hard fought battle,” 
said Representative Cory Atkins (D-
Concord). “Through the efforts of my 
constituents and colleagues we now have 
the ability to protect Massachusetts 
residents from exploitation when 
purchasing long-term care insurance 
and in their senior years. This is a smart move for Massachusetts 
as we work to make affordable health care accessible to every 
resident, and I am thrilled to have played a role in this bill’s 
passing.” 

Senate Bill 2359 is adapted from the National Association of 
Insurance Commissioner’s model legislation and was made 
possible by advocates, organizations, and colleagues from both 
the Massachusetts Senate and House. 
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Beth Nargi has lived most of her life in rural 
Vermont. Always a city girl at heart, she knew at 14 
that she wanted to live in Boston and study at 
Northeastern University.  

As an advocate for many social issues, including 
equal rights, education, healthcare, and women’s 
rights, and an admitted political junkie, political 
science seemed the fitting choice. Over her past 
four years at Northeastern, Beth has participated 
in several cooperative education, also known as “co
-op”, experiences.  

Beth’s first co-op experience was in spring of 2010 
as an intern for  former State Representative Mark 
Falzone. After an educational and engaging 6 
months at the State House, she decided to do her 

next co-op as a part of a study abroad experience, spending the 
following spring studying at the London School of Economics 
while working for a member of the UK Parliament. Beth did her 
final co-op in the fall of 2011 at a law firm in downtown Boston, 
working in asbestos settlement.  

In her free time Beth enjoys cooking, reading, and travelling 
whenever possible. 

As a fifth year senior at Northeastern, Beth is hoping to find a 
position working in politics, non-profit, or legal work, before 
eventually going on to graduate or law school. 

Dear Colleagues, Staff, and Friends, 

It has been a pleasure serving as Co-Chairs of the Massachusetts Caucus of Women Legislators for the past 
two years. Please accept our gratitude for your continued support as we hosted a number of events to raise 
awareness or showcase the accomplishments of women. 

At our Farewell Brunch, we had the opportunity to honor Senator Susan Fargo, and Representatives 
Geraldine Creedon, Harriett Stanley, and Alice Wolf. These four dedicated public servants chose not to run 
for re-election and leave the State House with over 60 years of combined service. We wish them the best in 
their future endeavors. 

We are also pleased to announce that seven legislators will join the Caucus in January increasing our ranks to 
51 members. Welcome to Senators-elect Kathleen O’Connor Ives and Joan Lovely, and Representatives-elect 
Claire Cronin, Marjorie Decker, Diana DiZoglio, Danielle Gregoire, and Mary Keefe. We applaud their efforts 
and welcome them to the General Court on January 2, 2013. 

As calendar year 2012 winds down to an end, please accept our heartfelt wishes for a productive and 
successful new year. 

 

Happy Holidays, 

 

 

 

 A Message from the Co-Chairs 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

Senator Karen  E. 
Spilka (D-Ashland) 

Representative Cory 
Atkins (D-Concord) 

Meet the Caucus Interns 
Allie Rose has lived on Long Island, NY her whole 
life.  Always a history buff and a lover of the 
Revolutionary War period, Boston seemed the place 
to be when it came to college. 

Allie graduated from Mt. Sinai High School this 
summer, third in her class, with awards including 
exceptional athlete of the year, Senior Poet, and 
business student of the year.  Allie was the Vice 
President of the National Honor Society, a Senator 
in the Student Council, and President of Athletes 
Helping Athletes. 

As a first year student at Northeastern, Allie plans to 
study political science with a concentration in law 
and legal studies and is in the Honors program.  
Always an athlete, Allie is also a member of 

Northeastern’s Track and Field team as a thrower. 

Allie has had some experience in the political world, doing small 
internships for local congressional campaigns and law offices.  
However, Allie spent her past summer working as the Arts and 
Crafts teacher at a local summer camp. 

In her free time, Allie enjoys baking, painting, having debates 
with her friends, but most of all spending time with her two 
dogs. 

She is very excited for all the opportunities Northeastern and the 
Boston community have to offer. 
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The Caucus Bids a Fond Farewell to Four Members 

Representative Harriett Stanley (D-West Newbury) is an eighth 
term legislator, having first been elected to the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives in 1994. Before becoming a legislator, 
Stanley worked as an investment banker in public finance, 
commuting between Massachusetts and Wall Street. As a first 
term Representative, Stanley won a seat on the House Ways and 
Means Committee, and was appointed to leadership eight 
months later. With an M.B.A, from Harvard, Stanley was been 
able to use her skills to analyze the causes of homelessness—
earning her “The Extra Mile” award from the Massachusetts 
Housing and Shelter Alliance. During her time in the legislature, 
she has helped to re-work the state health insurance system, 
secured $50 million in new school construction for her district, 
and won the Greater Haverhill Chamber of Commerce’s Athena 
Award for Community Leadership in 2005.  

Senator 

Susan Fargo 

3rd Middlesex 

Representative 

Alice Wolf 

25th Middlesex 

Representative 

Harriett Stanley 

2nd Essex 

Representative Geraldine Creedon (D–Brockton) was first 
elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1994. 
Before becoming a legislator, Creedon was both Councilor at 
Large and President for the Brockton City Council. As a 
legislator, she served on the Human Services and Elderly Affairs 
Committee for 7 years. During her time in the legislature, 
Creedon has helped to secure the updating of the Homestead 
Protection Act,  fought to repeal the “Medicaid Look Back” 
provision, and secured over $1.5 million for repairs and 
renovations for the Manning Pool in Brockton. She also 
championed several key pieces of legislation including the anti-
bullying legislation, ATV safety legislation and the Silver Alert 
Program.  

Representative  

Geraldine Creedon 

11th Plymouth 

Senator Susan Fargo (D-Lincoln) graduated from Northwestern 
University and has two graduate degrees from Harvard 
University: a Master of Arts in Teaching from the Graduate 
School of Education, and a Master of Public Administration 
from the JFK School of Government. She was first elected to the 
Massachusetts State Senate in 1996.  Before becoming a Senator, 
she was a public school teacher as well as editor of the Lincoln 
Journal.  She also served as a Selectman for the town of Lincoln. 
Fargo is currently serving as the Senate Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Public Health.  During her time in the Senate, she 
authored several pieces of groundbreaking legislation, including 
the Buffer Zone, and was the lead sponsor of the Statewide 
Workplace Smoking Ban, as well as the Children and Family 
Protection Act, which is the toughest pesticide law in the 
country. 

Representative Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge) was first elected to the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1996.  Born in 
Austria, Representative Wolf came to America at age five with 
her family, fleeing the Nazi regime. She earned a B.S. from 
Simmons College and an M.P.A. from Harvard’s JFK School of 
Government. Formerly Mayor of Cambridge—as well as serving 
as Vice Mayor, City Councilor and School Committee Member— 
she is the House Chair of the Joint Committee on Elder Affairs.  
Wolf has received numerous honors and awards, including the 
2012 Home Care Hero Award from Mass Home Care, the 2011 
John Phillip Sousa Advocacy Award from Cambridge Somerville 
Elder Services, and the 2011 Legislator of the Year Award from 
the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys. 
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Representative Alice Wolf receives the  
Massachusetts Advocates for Children Award 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

 
The Massachusetts Adult Day Health Services 
Association (MADSA) awarded Representative Wolf the 2012 
Legislator of the Year Award for “her outstanding commitment 
to Adult Day Health programs and the participants and families 
they serve.”  She received this honor at the MADSA Annual 
Meeting on Thursday, October 15, 2012 at the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester. 
 
 
 
The Massachusetts Immunization Action Partnership, 
which represents the combined efforts of the Immunization 
Initiative of the MA Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the Immunization Program of the MA Department of 
Public Health and individuals who share the mission to protect 
all citizens from vaccine-preventable diseases gave 
Representative Wolf an award “in recognition and celebration of 
her years of dedication and work on behalf of our 
Commonwealth’s citizens, especially for her leadership in health 
and education policy and her sponsorship of the innovative and 
critically important Vaccine Bill which she guided through the 
Legislature these past several years.”  She received this award 
On October 11, 2012 at the 17th Annual MIAP Pediatric 
Immunization Skills Building Conference in Marlborough.  

Awards and Recognitions 

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Advocates for Children 
and the Education Law 
Task Force recognized 
Representative  Alice Wolf  (D
– Cambridge) with an award 
for her work as the Lead 
Sponsor of “An Act Relative To 
S t u d e n t s ’  A c c e s s  T o 
Educational Services And 
Exclusion From School,” now 
Chapter 222 of the Acts of 
2012. The celebration party 
was held on September 13, 

2012 in Boston. 

Representative Alice Wolf (D-
Cambridge) on right.  

Representative Patricia Haddad Receives  
Massachusetts Nurses Association Special 

Recognition for Legislative Advocacy Award 

The Massachusetts  Nurses 
Association presented Speaker Pro 
Tempore Patricia Haddad (D-
Somerset) with  a Special Recognition 
for Legislative Advocacy Award on 
October 3, 2012. 

Representative Marty Walz and Senator 
Katherine Clark Receive “State Pacesetter” 

Award 
On October 15, 2012,  
Representative Marty Walz 
(D-Boston) and Senator 
Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) 
joined Secretary Paul Reville in 
receiving the Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading’s “State Pacesetter” 
award from Ralph Smith, the 
c a m p a i g n ’ s  m a n a g i n g 
director.  The Campaign for Grade
-Level Reading, which is focused 
on ensuring students across the 
nation are able to read proficiently 
by third grade, designated 
Massachusetts a Pacesetter for its 
efforts to improve children’s 
literacy.    

While Massachusetts leads the 
nation in many education 

measures, nearly 40% of third graders in the state do not read 
proficiently.  Representative Walz and Senator Clark were the 
lead sponsors of “An Act Relative to Third Grade Reading 
Proficiency.”  This new law establishes an expert panel to advise 
the state on strategies for achieving reading proficiency for all 
students by the end of the third grade.  Governor Patrick signed 
the legislation into law on September 26, 2012. 

(L-R) Representative Marty Walz 
(D-Boston), Ralph Smith, and 
Senator Katherine Clark  (D-
Melrose) 

Senator Jennifer Flanagan Appointed to the 
Cashless System Commission 

Senator Jennifer Flanagan (D-Leominster) 
was appointed to the Cashless System Commission, 
which pertains to Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
cards. The Commission was developed per 
legislative mandate in the FY’13 budget and will 
research, assess, and develop recommendations to 
implement a cashless payment system. 

Representatives Kim Ferguson and Anne Gobi 
Receive Legislative Awards from Massachusetts 

Beekeepers Association 
Representatives Kim Ferguson 
(R-Holden) and Anne Gobi (D-
Spencer) were recently recognized at 
t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 
for their efforts to restore funding for 
apiary inspectors during the 2013 
B u d g e t  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  T h e 
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association 
represents more than 1200 beekeepers 
who range from hobbyists with 1-2 

hives to commercial beekeepers with several hundred hives.  The 
beekeepers rely on the apiary inspectors to ensure the health of 
the bees and prevent hive collapse.  Massachusetts agriculture 
depends on bee pollination so consumers in state and out can be 
assured of the quality produce, flowers and plants that are 
necessary to our health and our economy. 

Representative Kim Ferguson 
( R - H ol de n) ,  l e f t ,  an d 
Representative Anne Gobi (D-
Spencer), right. 

Representative Alice Wolf Honored  

by  

Advocacy Groups 
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Health Imperatives presented Senate President Therese Murray 
(D-Plymouth) with an award of appreciation for her many years 
of extraordinary leadership, dedication, advocacy  and 
compassionate support to provide funding for health and human 
services for the residents of Massachusetts. 

Senate President Murray was also recognized by the 
Massachusetts Family Planning Association as its Legislative 
Champion for her leadership and commitment to ensure access 
to comprehensive family planning services in Massachusetts. 

Ellen Lawton, Health Imperatives Board President said, “We are 
honoring and thanking Senator Murray in recognition of her 
public and ‘behind the scenes’ work to ensure critical state 
funding for programs which serve some of the most vulnerable 
members of our communities. Again this year, amidst a 
continuing economic downturn, programs like Health 
Imperatives faced the prospects of funding cutbacks when our 
services are in even greater demand.  Senator Murray worked 
with her colleagues and the Governor to ensure that safety net 
funding continued so that vulnerable families and children could 
get their basic needs met. We are extremely grateful to her.” 

Health Imperatives is a private, nonprofit agency that has 
promoted personal and public health in southeastern 
Massachusetts, including Cape Cod and the Islands, and a 
member of the Massachusetts Family Planning Association. The 
agency operates 40 programs in 25 locations, serving 40,000 
clients annually. Programs offered by Health Imperatives 
include comprehensive family planning services, HIV case 
management, WIC nutrition services, home visiting for young 
parents, domestic violence shelter, sexual assault counseling, 
prevention and training programs, and community health 
planning. 

The Massachusetts Family Planning Association is a state-wide 
organization that has advocated for comprehensive family 
planning services in Massachusetts over the last three decades. 
Each year, more than 80,000 men and women receive critical 
health care services through the organization’s member 
agencies. 

The Alzheimer’s Association  
announced in July that Senate 
President Therese Murray (D-
Plymouth) will serve as 
honorary chair of the 2012 
South Shore Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s. The South Shore 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s is an 
annual event that aims to raise 
awareness and funds for 
Alzheimer’s care, support and 
research. 

The South Shore Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s took place at 
Pilgrim Memorial Park on 
Water Street in Plymouth on 
Saturday, September 29, 2012. 

“I am honored to take part in 
this important event,” Murray 
said in July upon receiving the 
recognition. “The Alzheimer’s Association makes a tremendous 
difference in the lives of those with this degenerative and 
incurable disease and, together, we can raise the funds needed to 
press forward with critical research and care.” 

“We are very pleased that Senate President Therese Murray is 
joining the fight against Alzheimer’s,” said James Wessler, 
President/CEO of the Alzheimer’s Association, MA/NH Chapter.  
“Her leadership will inspire others to get involved.  Funds raised 
will provide care and support services to our families, friends 
and neighbors affected by Alzheimer’s while also contributing to 
cutting edge research that is critical to putting an end to the 
disease.” 

The South Shore Walk to End Alzheimer’s was one of eight 
walks held throughout the Commonwealth in September 2012. 
Last year’s events drew 18,000 participants and raised a total of 
$2.3 million. 

The Walk to End Alzheimer’s fundraiser, held annually in more 
than 600 communities nationwide, is the world’s largest 
fundraising and public awareness event dedicated to fighting 
Alzheimer’s disease. The Alzheimer’s Association, a donor-
supported organization, is the world’s leading voluntary health 
organization in Alzheimer’s care, support and research. 

Awards and Recognitions 
Senate President Therese Murray Receives 

Recognition for Leadership and Commitment to 
Services for Massachusetts Residents 

Senate President Murray (D-Plymouth), 
on right, receives an award of 
appreciation from Health Imperatives. 

Senate President Therese Murray Chairs 2012 
South Shore Walk to End Alzheimer’s Disease 

Senate President Murrary (D-Plymouth), 
in cap, plants a Promise flower at the 
South Shore Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 

Senate President Therese Murray Receives 

Appreciation Award from the Massachusetts 

Breast Cancer Coalition 

Senate President Therese Murray 
(D-Plymouth) received an award of 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
Massachusetts Breast Cancer 
Coalition for her “many years of 
dedication and commitment to help 
eradicate breast cancer for future 
generations.” 

Contributed by the Office of  Senate President Therese Murray 

Senate President Murray (D-Plymouth), 
on right, named Legislative Champion 
by the Massachusetts Family Planning 
Association. 
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On October 15, 2012 Representative Denise Provost (D-
Somerville) hosted a delegation from Pakistan on behalf of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association and the Amherst-based 
Institute for Training and Development on a US State 
Department Grant. The group consisted of fifteen Pakistani 
government officials, eight of them women, from regional and 
national government who were doing “professional 
attachments” in nearby communities. During their visit to the 
State House they learned about the role of government in our 
country. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

Representative Denise Provost Hosts 
Pakistani Delegation 

Senator Katherine Clark Recognizes 
Heroism at September 11 Ceremony 
On the 11th anniversary 
of 9/11, Paul Antonino of 
Wakefield was presented 
with the Madeline 
“Amy” Sweeney Award 
for Civilian Bravery for 
running into a burning 
apartment building in 
East Boston, kicking 
down the front door and 
yelling for everyone to 
get  out.  Senator 
Katherine Clark (D-
Melrose) presented the 
award, named for the 
flight attendant who 
relayed information 
about the hijackers before her plane hit the World Trade Center. 
Antonino, a constituent of Senator Clark, claims he just did what 
anyone would do. 

Women’s Caucus Sponsors Accessory 
Drive to Benefit Tailored for Success 

This fall the Massachusetts 
C a u c u s  o f  W o m e n 
Legislators partnered with 
Tailored for Success to host 
a women’s accessory drive. 
Tailored for Success is a non
-profit organization, based 
in Malden, whose mission is 
to help economically 
disadvantaged women 
entering or re-entering the workforce. During the week of 
October 22nd the Caucus collected handbags, briefcases, 
scarves, jewelry and shoes for distribution, free of cost, to 
women in need of professional attire. 

Tailored for Success, founded in 1999, lends a helping hand to 
women not only by distributing free interview appropriate 
business suits and career clothing, but also by providing 
interview coaching and professional image consulting, and 
giving women the opportunity to participate in career 
development workshops.  More information can be found at 
www.tailoredforsuccess.org. 

(L-R) Mary Elizabeth Heffernan, Secretary of 
Public Safety; Senator Katherine Clark (D-
Melrose); Lieutenant Governor Timothy Murray; 
Representative Paul Brodeur (D-Melrose); Paul 
Antonino at podium; US Senator Scott Brown. 

Representative Jennifer Benson 
Visits School in Finland 

Representative Jennifer 
Benson (D-Lunenburg) 
had the opportunity to 
speak with Finnish 
teachers, administrators, 
students, and parents 
during her visit to 
Finland. She discovered 
that much of the success 
in the Finnish system is 
due to the Finnish 
culture and their 
decision to enhance their 
cultural aspects through 
policy.  The Finnish have 
a strong belief in 
supporting families, and 
value children and their 
advancement beyond all 
else.  Education is free 
all the way through the 
university level.  No 
family can be charged 
for education— including books, transportation, or meals. 

Their education policy is built upon 5 guiding principles: 1) 
Common, consistent long-term policies 2) A broad commitment 
vision of a knowledge-based society 3) Educational equality; 
must be free to all and equal regardless of ability 4) Devolution 
of decision making power to the local level 5) Culture of Trust. 

Representative Denise Provost (D-Somerville) in the first row on the left hosts 
Pakistani delegation. 

Representative Jennifer Benson (D-Lunenburg) 
at the Lauttasaari Comprehensive and Secondary 
School on the Island of Lauttasaari in Helsinki, 
Finland. 
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The Year in Review 
The STEM Update: Joyce Plotkin, Chair and CEO of The DIGITS Project, gave an update on the STEM Pipeline challenge, 
summarized the state’s STEM goals and talked about the partnership needed to achieve these goals. 

Go Red For Women: The American Heart Association and the Caucus hosted their annual Go Red For Women Campaign to raise 
awareness about the incidence of heart disease among women. 

Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention Informational Session: New Hope, Pathways for Change, and the Boston Area 
Rape Crisis Center presented resources available to women across the state who have been affected by sexual and domestic violence 
and information on statewide trends pertaining to sexual and domestic violence. 

Women’s Health – Gender Does Matter: Doctor Paula Johnson, Executive Director of the Connors Center for Women’s 
Health at Brigham and Gender Biology, joined the Caucus to discuss the challenges and opportunities concerning women’s health 
and how to enhance health care coverage, affordability, and access for women. 

Miss Representation: The Barbara Lee Family Foundation and the Caucus hosted a forum for the viewing of Miss 
Representation, a documentary film by Jennifer Siebel Newsom. Miss Representation exposes how the mainstream media 
contributes to the under-representation of women in positions of power and influence in America. 

Women's Transportation Roundtable Discussion:  Rachel Kaprielian, Registrar, Registry of Motor Vehicles Division; Anna 
Barry, Senior Director in Operations at MBTA; and Lisa Schletzbaum, WTS Boston President joined the Caucus to provide updates 
regarding transportation issues in the Boston area and Registry of Motor Vehicle accomplishments. 

Empowering Women Entrepreneurs: Susan Rittscher, President and CEO of the Center for Women and Enterprise, discussed 
how the Center empowers women to become economically self-sufficient and prosperous through business and entrepreneurship. 

Equal Pay Day 2012:  The Caucus partnered with representatives of the U.S. Department of Labor and the Massachusetts 
Commission on the Status of Women to raise awareness of the wage gap that exists between men and women. Equal Pay Day marks 
the day to which a woman must work in order to earn the same amount that her male colleague made in the previous year. 

Girl Power on the Hill Day:  Caucus members welcomed the Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts during their biennial State 
House visit. The troops learned about the legislative process by selecting one of the girl scouts to act as Speaker of the House and 
then debated bills in the House Chamber. 

Unsung Heroine Day: The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women hosted their ninth annual celebration at the 
State House to honor women who make a difference in their communities. Legislators nominated 88 women during a ceremony 
where Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) commended their achievements. 

Investing in Girls Alliance:  The Caucus hosted the Investing in Girls Alliance’s presentation of the Needs Assessment Report of 
Middle School Girls in the Greater Worcester Area. The report assessed education, physical health, social health, sexual health, 
violence, safety, and the rapidly expanding use of technology. 

Women of Means: Doctor Roseanna Means, President and Founder of Women of Means, joined the Caucus for a legislative 
briefing and spoke about health care access and delivery in Massachusetts as it affects women in her mainstream practice and in 
homeless shelters. 

Building your Equity and Effective Engagement 101: Representative Denise Andrews (D-Orange) spearheaded a professional 
development seminar for interns, aides, and legislators. Topics included professional dress, networking, introductions, working the 
room, and the art of the handshake. 

Office Depot Foundation National Backpack Program: The Caucus participated in the distribution of hundreds of 
sackpacks filled with school supplies to disadvantaged students in their districts. Each year the Office Depot Foundation in 
collaboration with the National Foundation for Women Legislators donates sackpacks to women legislators in all fifty states 

Meeting the Needs of Women and Children: The Caucus joined Doctor Karen Antman, Provost of the Boston University 
Medical Campus and Dean of the School of Medicine, for a roundtable discussion at the medical campus with four panels of experts 
to discuss Alzheimer’s disease, Cardiovascular disease, Nutrition and Obesity, and Health Disparities including the Black Women’s 
Health Study. 

Women's Accessory Drive: The Caucus partnered with Tailored for Success to hold a women’s accessory drive to benefit 
economically disadvantaged women planning to enter or re-enter the workforce. 

Women in Agriculture Roundtable Discussion: Women farmers briefed Caucus members on the changing demographics of 
farm ownership, changes in what consumers purchase, and agricultural issues pending before the Legislature. 
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Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month 
September 2012 

Don’t forget: The Women’s 

Caucus is on Facebook!  
Support us by liking our page at 
www.facebook.com and receive coverage of 
past events, photographs, information on the 
Caucus members, and upcoming caucus events.  

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  
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Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) and members of the Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Coalition joined together on the State House steps to promote awareness of ovarian cancer. 
Ovarian cancer is one of the most deadly cancers. Each year approximately 22,800 women will be 
diagnosed and in this year alone approximately 15,550 American women will die from it. If 
detected early, there is a five year survival rate of more than 93%, however many women do not 
seek medical help until the disease has already begun to spread.  

The symptoms of ovarian cancer are both subtle and general. The four main symptoms are 
bloating, pelvic or abdominal pain, difficulty eating or feeling full quickly, and urinary urgency or 
frequency. While ovarian cancer can strike any women of any age, there are certain risk factors. 
These factors include having a family history of breast or ovarian cancer, having a personal history 
of cancer, being a woman over the age of 55, never having been pregnant, and being on menopausal 
hormone replacement therapy. While there is no ovarian cancer detection test, education and 
awareness are essential to the early diagnosis of ovarian cancer. 

(L-R) Donna Walthall, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute; Nancy Farrell, Cronin Foundation President; Dr Alexi Wright, Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute; Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth); Cheryl Bartlett, DPH; and Anne Tonachel. 
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