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Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud  
Premium Evasion 
 

Case Update—Woburn Business Owner Evades More Than $42,000 in Premiums 
Woburn—Edward App pleaded guilty to four counts of workers’ compensation fraud and three 
counts of larceny on November 27, 2012 in Middlesex Superior Court.  He was sentenced to 2 ½ 
years in the House of Correction, suspended for two years, and two years probation. App was 
also ordered to pay full restitution.  App is the owner and sole proprietor of App Tree Inc., a 
tree service company based in Woburn.  Investigation began after an insurance claim was filed 
by an employee who was injured in a life threatening accident when he was crushed by a falling 
tree.  In an effort to evade higher insurance premiums, App had reported that he was the sole 
employee of the company and failed to disclose any information about additional employees.  
Contrary to reports made to his workers’ compensation insurer, AIM Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny, App employed at least two full-time employees and a number of sporadic part-time workers 
at various times between 2005 and 2009. As a result of this scheme, App underpaid AIM a total 
of $39,236 in premium payments. Additionally, AIM paid more than $700,000 in medical and 
disability payments to the injured employee.  Assistant Attorney General Jennifer Adreani of 
Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division prosecuted 
the case. 
 

Claimant Fraud 
 

Case Update—East Boston Man Pleads Guilty to Workers’ Compensation Fraud 
East Boston—An East Boston man pleaded guilty on August 31, 2012 in Suffolk Superior Court 
to three counts of larceny, one count of workers’ compensation fraud and 40 counts of unem-
ployment fraud.  He was sentenced to ten years of probation and ordered to pay $25,921 in resti-
tution.  The East Boston man applied for and received unemployment benefits on two separate 
occasions between June 2006 and September 2008.  During the relevant time period he was 
working full time for seven separate employers and failed to disclose his employment status to 
the Department of Unemployment Assistance (DUA).  In addition, he received workers' com-
pensation benefits from Harleysville Insurance Companies for 17 weeks while collecting unem-
ployment benefits and working.  For each of the 40 weeks that the East Boston man collected un-
employment benefits he notified the DUA that he was not working, that he was able to work 

and was available for work.  The man fraud-
ulently collected approximately $21,100 in 
unemployment benefits and $4,881 in work-
ers’ compensation benefits while working 
and collecting.  The case was prosecuted by 
Assistant Attorney General Michael J. Walsh 
of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment 
Fraud Division. 
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Case Update—Dudley Man and Holden Doctor Sentenced in  
Connection with Insurance Fraud Scheme 
Worcester—On January 4, 2013  in Worcester Superior Court Alan Perl plead-
ed guilty to 19 counts of insurance fraud, five counts of larceny, three counts 
of filing false health care claims, one count of larceny under $250 and one 
count of unauthorized practice of medicine.  Perl was sentenced to two years 
in the House of Correction, suspended for five years.  Lalit Savla admitted to 
sufficient facts to 19 counts of insurance fraud, five counts of larceny, three 
counts of filing false health care claims and one count of larceny under $250.  
He was sentenced to two years probation.  The defendants were ordered to 
pay more than $47,000 in restitution.  On diverse dates between December 
2006 and October 2008, Perl and Savla perpetrated a scheme in which they 
fraudulently billed insurance companies for treatment administered by unli-
censed and untrained individuals at the Injuries Treatment Center (ITC), a 
Worcester-based physical medicine, rehabilitation and treatment facility 
owned and operated by Perl.  Perl, an unlicensed doctor since 1998, billed var-
ious insurance companies for his services as if he was a licensed physician and 
fraudulently billed companies for treatment administered by unlicensed indi-
viduals.  Further investigation found that on relevant dates between Decem-
ber 2006 through February 2007, January 2008, and October 2008, Perl billed 
six different insurance companies and two health care plans through ITC 
fraudulently claiming that Savla treated 20 patients.  During these three time 
periods Perl, who worked under the supervision of Savla, examined and ad-
ministered treatment to patients despite his revoked medical license.  Based 
on the total amount ITC billed insurance companies as a result of this scheme, 
Perl and Savla committed insurance fraud in the amount of $80,574.   The case 
was prosecuted by Assistant Attorneys General Margret Cooke and Stephen 
Adams of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division and Evelyn 
Tang of the AG’s Medicaid Fraud Division. 

Provider Fraud  

Commercial Insurance Fraud  

Stow Man Arraigned for Alleged Insurance Fraud 
Stow—A Stow man was arraigned on August 24, 2012 in Concord District 
Court on charges of presenting a false insurance claim and larceny.  The Stow 
man, owner of a surveying company, filed a claim with  Travelers Insurance 
Companies under a business policy alleging that one of his employees lost a 
portable GPS unit valued at $38,500 on April 14, 2008.  He reported that the 
employee had left the unit on the roof of a truck and then drove off causing 
the unit to be lost in transit.  During the handling of the claim, the Stow man 
faxed a copy of the original sales receipt for the GPS which was verified by 
Travelers and the surveying company was paid $34,675 by the insurer for the 
GPS unit.  Subsequent to the claim payment, the employee who the man 
identified as being the person who lost the GPS was contacted.  The employee 
stated that he had been asked to lie about losing the equipment but refused.  
According to the employee, the GPS had not been lost but had undergone 
repairs.  Further investigation revealed that the GPS claimed by the Stow man 
as lost had been repaired twice after the alleged date of loss and that a new 
unit had never been purchased.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant 
Attorney General Joshua Pakstis of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment 
Fraud Division. 
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Disability Insurance Fraud  

Automobile Insurance Fraud  

Watertown Man Indicted for Alleged Insurance Fraud  
Watertown—A Watertown man was indicted in Middlesex Superior Court on December 10, 2012 on six counts 
of insurance fraud and six counts of larceny.  On November 10, 1995 the Watertown man reported that a medi-
cal condition had rendered him incapable of performing his duties associated with the operation of a floral busi-
ness and he began collecting total disability benefits on January 11, 1996 from UnumProvident Corporation.  In a 
routine surveillance initiated by UnumProvident, it was found that the Watertown man was allegedly working 
at a local bank. Investigation revealed that he allegedly worked as an assistant branch manager, a full-time posi-
tion, at the bank since November 2004 while continuing to collect total disability benefits.  Middlesex County 
Assistant District Attorney Casey Silvia is prosecuting the case. 

Case Update—Methuen Man Alters Document to Avoid Surcharge 
Methuen—The case against a Methuen man was continued without a finding for one year on December 14, 2012.  
He had been charged in Boston Municipal Court with one count each motor vehicle insurance fraud, forgery and 
attempt to commit a crime and two counts of uttering.  The Methuen man was involved in a motor vehicle colli-
sion on January 24, 2009.  Arbella Mutual Insurance Company found him to be at-fault in the collision and as-
signed a surcharge to his policy.  As a result of the surcharge, he appealed to the Division of Insurance Board of 
Appeal.  In a review by the Board of Appeal, the man’s surcharge was upheld and he was informed of this find-
ing on November 18, 2009.  The Methuen man altered the Finding and Order document received from the Divi-
sion of Insurance by changing the at-fault finding to no more than 50% at-fault and changing the surcharge from 
Upheld to Vacated.  He then forwarded the falsified Order to Arbella Mutual in an attempt to eliminate the 
Board ordered surcharge from his insurance policy.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General 
Brendan O'Shea of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Everett Woman Allegedly Schemes to Get Auto Coverage after the Time of Accident 
Everett—Complaints were issued against an Everett woman on three counts each motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime in Malden District Court on December 7, 2012.  The woman reported to GEICO 
Insurance  Company on December 31, 2009 at 3:52 p.m. that she had been involved in an accident and claimed to 
be calling from the scene.  She reported that while operating her 2004 Acura on an icy road she was unable to 
stop and slid into the rear of a truck in front of her.  The Everett woman reported a second loss to GEICO on Jan-
uary 9, 2010 when she claimed that the Acura was allegedly hit by a snow plow while it was parked and sus-
tained additional front end damage.  The woman’s auto policy had been canceled on December 14, 2009 for non-
payment and reinstated at 3:09 p.m. on the date of her first claim.  In the course of GEICO’s investigation it was 
determined that the December 31, 2009 accident occurred at 1:15 p.m., prior to her policy reinstatement.  In addi-
tion, all the damage to the front end of the Acura was from a single event and not from two separate accidents as 
she alleged.  A prosecutor from the Middlesex County District Attorney’s office is prosecuting the case. 
 

 

Announcing a Seminar on Agent Fraud 
 
Details are being finalized and will be complete shortly. 
 

When—late April/early May 2013 
 

Where—Westborough, MA area 
 
Final details will be mailed, emailed and posted on the IFB website at www.ifb.org. 

Upcoming Seminar on Agent Fraud 
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Boston CIFI 
 

A Framingham woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime on December 18, 2012.  The case was continued without a finding for one year.  On December 
20, 2009 the woman reported to Encompass Insurance Company that while operating her 2000 Mercury Moun-
taineer a phantom vehicle allegedly approached from her left and struck the left rear of the vehicle.  As a result 
of the alleged impact, she claimed the Mercury was pushed off course and hit a pole.  A forensic analysis of the 
damage to the Mercury determined that there were no damages from contact with another vehicle that suggest-
ed the vehicle would have been pushed off course.  The Framingham woman admitted that a friend was operat-
ing the Mercury when the friend struck an object.  The friend allegedly did not possess an active driver’s license 
and asked the Framingham woman to report that she was operating the vehicle when it was stuck by a phantom 
vehicle.  The case against the friend is pending. 
 

The case against a Hyde Park woman was continued without a finding for one year on November 14, 2012 on a 
charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The woman reported to Progressive Insurance Company that she was 
operating her 2002 Ford Explorer on October 6, 2009 when she allegedly rear-ended a 2001 Lincoln LS which 
was stopped at a stop sign.  A damage analysis concluded that some of the damage profiles between the vehicles 
did not match and some of the damages to the Ford were not related to the alleged incident.  The woman admit-
ted that the motor vehicle accident was staged.  She stated her ex-boyfriend was the operator of the Ford and 
allegedly intentionally rear-ended the other vehicle to inflict damages on the Ford. 
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and Attorney General Martha Coakley’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Brockton CIFI 
 

On December 3, 2012 a Kingston woman was charged with five counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
four counts of larceny.  On five separate occasions during a thirteen month span, the woman claimed to Amica 
Mutual Insurance Company that her 2003 Chevrolet Trailblazer sustained damage to the passenger front and 
rear door areas.  In four of the claims, the woman claimed her vehicle had allegedly been hit-while-parked and 
in one claim she alleged she backed the vehicle into a garage.  The woman received approximately $5,451 from 
Amica for four of the five collision claims.  After the fifth incident, the woman was shown five photographs of 
damages to the vehicle.  She identified all photographs as depicting the damage from the fifth incident.  Howev-
er, when informed that the photographs were actually images from each of her five claims, the woman with-
drew the last claim.  Furthermore, a pre-inspection of the Trailblazer conducted prior to the woman obtaining 
automobile coverage noted damage to the passenger side door.  She claimed that there was no pre-existing dam-
age to the Chevrolet. 
 

On November 15, 2012 complaints were issued against a Brockton woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On March 16, 2010 the woman reported to Safety Insurance Company 
alleged hit-while-parked rear bumper damage to her 1997 Range Rover.  She reported the vehicle was parked 
and unattended when struck and damaged.  An accident reconstruction of the damages to the Range Rover de-
termined that the damage was a result of an impact with a narrow vertical object that included abrasive scraping 
which was not characteristic of impact with another vehicle and that the Range Rover was in motion at the time 
the damage was sustained. 
 

Complaints were issued against another Brockton woman on November 15, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and larceny.  On December 13, 2010 police responded to a three vehicle intersection accident. 
The Brockton woman was listed as injured in the accident and transported to a local hospital.  As a result of her 
injuries, the Brockton woman filed a lost wage claim with Safety Insurance Company, provided documents in 
support of her claim and was paid approximately $7,650 in lost wages over a two month period.   Subsequent 
investigation determined that the woman was allegedly working during the time she claimed disability and an 
inability to work and that the documents she provided in support of the claim were allegedly falsified. 
 

Brockton CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy J. Cruz. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Chelsea CIFI 
 

On December 17, 2012 a Chelsea man admitted to sufficient facts on charges of attempt to commit a crime and 
motor vehicle insurance fraud.  The case was continued without a finding for one year.  The man reported to 
Commerce Insurance Company that his 2008 Nissan Altima was allegedly parked and unattended on Novem-
ber 25, 2010 when it was struck by an unknown vehicle.  Damages to the Nissan were estimated at more than 
$13,890.  A forensic examination of the vehicle determined that the damages were not a result of a hit-and-run 
accident but that the Nissan was in motion when it struck a solid fixed object.  The Chelsea man admitted he 
made a false claim and that he was operating the vehicle when he lost control and hit a guard rail. 
 

Complaints were issued on October 28, 2012 against an East Boston man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  The man reported to Occidental Fire & Casualty Company 
that his 2000 Toyota 4Runner was parked and occupied when it was struck by another vehicle on October 28, 
2010.  The man reported that he and a passenger were allegedly injured as a result of the collision.  Police were 
called to the scene and the police report indicated that all vehicles struck in the collision were unoccupied at the 
time of the accident.  The man and his alleged passenger treated for injuries; however when confronted by Occi-
dental regarding the police report they allegedly withdrew their claims and reimbursed the insurance company. 
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Roger DiGaetano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt.   
 

Lawrence CIFI 
 

On January 17, 2013 complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported to Travelers Insurance Companies that on December 5, 
2011 his 2002 Honda Passport was allegedly struck and damaged while parked.  A forensic expert concluded 
that the damage to the Honda occurred when the vehicle struck a fixed object and was not hit-while-parked as 
reported. 
 

Complaints were issued against a Lawrence man on December 19, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On March 3, 2010 the man reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corpo-
ration that his 2001 Honda Accord was allegedly hit-while-parked near his brother’s Lawrence home, sustaining 
damage to the passenger side and resulting in other mechanical issues.  An expert analysis of the Honda con-
cluded that the vehicle damage was inconsistent with vehicle to vehicle contact.  Furthermore the front bumper 
had evidence of pre-existing damage as well as wood bark transfer matter. 
 

On November 23, 2012 complaints were issued against an Andover man on charges of false report of a motor 
vehicle theft, motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On July 15, 2012 the man reported 
the alleged theft of his 1993 Honda Civic to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company.  He stated he last saw his vehi-
cle at approximately 3 p.m. that day.  However, the Honda had been recovered and towed by police at approxi-
mately 7 a.m. that same day.  The man maintained that his vehicle had been stolen and was unable to explain 
how the vehicle could be towed prior to the last time he reported seeing it. 
 

The Lawrence CIFI task force is assisted by detectives from the Lawrence and other area police departments.  CIFI cases are 
prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Lindsay Nasson and Assis-
tant Attorney General William Freeman of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Di-
vision. 
 

Lynn CIFI 
 

On December 18, 2012 complaints were issued against a Lynn man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and false report of a crime.   On January 18, 2011 the Lynn man reported to police 
that his 2000 Chrysler LHS was stolen while parked overnight near a friend’s home.  He claimed that a televi-
sion as well as other items were in the vehicle at the time of the theft.  Prior to the report of theft, the man ap-
peared to be involved in two separate incidents.  According to a police report dated January 18, 2011 at approxi-
mately 7:58 p.m., he allegedly backed his vehicle into a parking space and hit the vehicle that was parked be-

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

hind him.  A second police report for the same date at approximately 8:50 p.m. implicated the Lynn man in an-
other incident where he allegedly rear ended another vehicle and left the scene without providing information 
to the other driver.  However, he alleged that when he left his friend’s apartment the following morning his ve-
hicle was missing.  He stated that he had only one key to his car and that he was in possession of the key.  The 
vehicle was recovered on January 22, 2011, severely damaged and with the television and other items missing.  
A vehicle analysis found no damage to the steering column and ignition lock and that the Chrysler was 
equipped with a transponder-based security system and the correct, specific transponder key programmed to 
the vehicle was required to start the engine and operate the Chrysler.  Safety Insurance Company insured the 
vehicle. 
 

Complaints were issued against a Lynn woman on November 9, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman reported the alleged theft of her 1994 Toyota Camry to police 
on September 26, 2010 and subsequently to her insurer, Arbella Mutual Insurance Company.  She stated that she 
had parked her vehicle in the parking lot of her residence on September 24, 2010 prior to a weekend trip and 
upon return discovered it missing.  The vehicle had been recovered the morning of September 26th after it had 
been involved in an accident causing damage to three parked cars. The front bumper of the Toyota with the li-
cense plate still attached was recovered at the scene.  An expert examination of the vehicle determined that the 
steering wheel and ignition locking system were not defeated and the proper key was required to operate the 
vehicle.  The woman stated she was in possession of the only key to the Toyota. 
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Geoffrey Wood. 
   
New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

On December 28, 2012 a Boston man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime.  The Boston man's father reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation on April 4, 2011 
that his 2006 Subaru Impreza was allegedly hit and damaged while parked near his Fall River home.  The son 
allegedly interpreted for his father during the claims process.  An expert analysis of the damage to the Subaru 
determined that the vehicle was in motion when damaged and not parked as claimed.   However, when investi-
gators spoke to the father he stated that his son allegedly had been operating the vehicle when it was damaged. 
 

A Fall River man was arraigned on December 14, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to 
commit a crime, false report of a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  On November 6, 2011 the man 
reported the alleged theft of his 1999 Chrysler 300M to Amica Mutual Insurance Company.  He alleged the vehi-
cle had been parked around the corner from his home on October 31, 2011 and that the vehicle was locked with 
windows closed.  The vehicle was recovered by police on November 5, 2011.  When recovered, the hood of the 
vehicle was still warm and dash lights on.  Both the inside and outside of the vehicle had sustained extensive 
damage.  A forensic examination of the recovered vehicle determined the security features of the steering col-
umn were defeated by forcibly extracting most of the ignition lock plug.  However, the vehicle was equipped 
with a transponder-based security system and the engine could not have started without the use of the correct 
specific transponder key programmed to the vehicle.  The Fall River man stated he had all keys to the vehicle in 
his possession and that the vehicle was locked and alarm set prior to the alleged theft. 
 

On November 23, 2012 complaints were issued against a Fall River man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, false report of a crime and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported to Safety Insurance Company 
the alleged theft of his 2005 Ford Explorer on March 13, 2010.  He stated that he parked the vehicle in front of his 
home the night before and discovered it missing the next morning.  The vehicle was recovered by a police dive 
team on March 16, 2010 after receiving a report of a submerged vehicle.  An expert ignition analysis determined 
that the correct key was required to operate and move the vehicle.  The Fall River man stated he had all keys to 
the vehicle in his possession and maintained the vehicle was stolen as reported. 
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Det. Greg Sirois and Fall River Police Lt. Paul 
Bernier.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bristol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter.  

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 



       7                                                                                 focusFraud                                                                  January 2013 

           

 
Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Randolph CIFI 
 

On January 8, 2013 the case against a Brockton woman was continued without a finding for 18 months on charg-
es of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of a crime.  The woman reported 
to Safety Insurance Company that on July 18, 2010 her 2006 GMC Envoy was hit-while-parked at a movie thea-
ter parking lot.  She stated that she did not notice the damage to the passenger side and drove home.  Once 
home she discovered the damage to her vehicle.  She did not report the incident to police at the time of discov-
ery but reported the incident to police on July 23, 2010.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damage 
was inconsistent with a hit-while-parked incident but was consistent with the GMC coming into contact with an 
abrasive fixed object while in motion. 
 

A Brockton woman was placed on pre-trial probation for 18 months on January 8, 2013 on a charge of motor ve-
hicle insurance fraud.  The insured owner of a 2002 Nissan Altima reported that his vehicle had been hit-while-
parked and sustained damage.  The alleged incident occurred when the Nissan was in the possession of the 
Brockton woman.  She reported to Arbella Mutual Insurance Company that while parked in a grocery store 
parking lot, the vehicle was hit and damaged.  Neither police nor the store were notified of the alleged hit-and-
run accident.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damage was not consistent with contact with an-
other vehicle but rather the vehicle was in motion when it came into contact with a fixed object. 
 

A Dorchester woman was placed on pre-trial probation for one year on December 27, 2012 on charges of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On October 23, 2009 the woman reported to Plymouth 
Rock Assurance Corporation that her 1997 Volkswagen Jetta had allegedly been hit-while-parked in a Braintree 
parking lot and the right side of the Volkswagen had been damaged.  The vehicle was deemed a total loss.  An 
accident reconstruction concluded the damage to the Volkswagen was not consistent with a hit-while-parked 
scenario but that the vehicle was in motion when the damage was sustained. 
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Sgt. Melissa McCormack and Quincy 
Police Det. Jason MacIsaac.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney Michael Morris-
sey.  
 
Revere CIFI 
 

After a two day bench trial William Hernandez was found guilty on January 10, 2013 of motor vehicle insur-
ance fraud.  He was sentenced to six months in the House of Correction, suspended for one year with probation.  
A restitution hearing is scheduled.  Hernandez reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation that while 
operating his 2007 Dodge Charger on September 20, 2009 his vehicle was allegedly struck by an unknown vehi-
cle which then fled the scene.  A forensic examination of the Dodge determined the damages were not a result 
of a hit-and-run accident but that the Dodge struck a solid fixed object in a side swipe impact. 
 

On October 26, 2012 a Revere woman was placed on pre-trial probation for one year on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman reported to MetLife Auto & Home that her 2000 
Mercedes was allegedly parked and unattended when it was struck by an unknown vehicle resulting in damage 
to the driver’s side.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damages to the Mercedes occurred when 
the vehicle was in motion and side-swiped a fixed object.  The woman admitted that she lent her vehicle to a 
friend and he caused the damages to the Mercedes.  She stated that she thought the claim would be denied if 
reported correctly as her friend was not listed on her insurance policy. 
 

The Revere task force is assisted by Revere Police Det. Sgt. Steven Pisano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt. 
 

Western Massachusetts CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Holyoke woman and man on December 26, 2012.  The woman was charged 
with motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  The Holyoke man was charged 
with motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  Police responded to the scene of a June 25, 2009 hit-and-run 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

accident which involved a 1991 Toyota Corolla.  The police report listed no occupants in the vehicle.  The wom-
an and another individual later claimed to Encompass Insurance Company alleged injuries as a result of the ac-
cident.  Investigation revealed that the Toyota was insured by the Holyoke man who allegedly stated he insured 
the Toyota under his name for the Holyoke woman to help her save money.  She was not a listed operator on 
the policy.  The woman allegedly admitted that both she and the other individual were not in the Toyota at the 
time of the accident and claimed injuries to fraudulently gain money. 
 

On December 18, 2012 a Springfield woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The case was continued without a finding for one year.  On April 4, 2011 
the woman contacted Commerce Insurance Company to report her 2006 Toyota Corolla had been hit-while-
parked.  The Toyota was deemed a total loss.  The woman stated that during the night of April 2, 2011 she alleg-
edly parked the vehicle with the passenger side against the curb. Upon her return to the vehicle she noticed 
damage to the front bumper and hood.  Additionally, the hood was open with the airbags deployed.  She stated 
she was able to drive the vehicle home.  An accident reconstruction concluded the damage to the Toyota was 
not the result of a hit-while-parked incident because the airbags would not have deployed unless the ignition 
was in the on position.  In addition, it was determined that both front seatbelts were in use at the time of the 
loss.  The woman admitted that she was operating the vehicle when she hit a pole. 
 

On October 23, 2012 complaints were issued against a Springfield couple on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  On February 25, 2011, a 1998 Ford Expedition and a Pioneer Valley Trans-
it Authority (PVTA) bus collided when the bus swerved in front of the vehicle to avoid a snow bank.  The 
Springfield couple were passengers on the bus at the time of the accident and both claimed and treated for al-
leged injuries sustained in the collision.  They both reported to Hanover Insurance Company being jarred in the 
impact and thrown from side-to-side.  There was minimal damage to the Ford and the PVTA bus and no injuries 
reported by the occupants of the Ford.  A review of the bus surveillance video contradicts the couple's version of 
how they were allegedly injured in the collision. 
 

The Western Massachusetts task force is assisted by area police departments.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Hampden 
County Assistant District Attorney James Forsyth, Berkshire County Assistant District Attorney Gregory Barry and First 
Assistant District Attorney Steve Gagne of the Northwestern Massachusetts District Attorney’s Office which covers 
Franklin and Hampshire counties. 
 

Worcester CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Worcester man on December 6, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, larceny and attempt to commit a crime.  On August 18, 2011 a Worcester Regional Transit Authority bus 
was sideswiped by another vehicle at low speed resulting in a minor impact and minor damage.  The Worcester 
man was one of the bus passengers and alleged left shoulder and neck injuries as a result of “violently” striking 
a metal pole due to the collision.  The bus’s surveillance tape of the event contradicted the force of the impact 
claimed by the Worcester man.  Travelers Insurance Companies insured the bus. 
 

On October 17, 2012 a Sutton man pleaded guilty to a charge of making a false report of a motor vehicle theft.  
He was sentenced to six months in the House of Correction, suspended for one year, and ordered to pay a $400 
fine.  The man reported the alleged theft of his 2008 Chevrolet Silverado to police on October 7, 2011; days after 
the vehicle had been recovered burning on October 2, 2011. He stated to police that he last operated and saw his 
vehicle on October 6, four days after the vehicle had been recovered. The vehicle had been so badly burned that 
it took several weeks to identify the recovered vehicle as the Sutton man's Chevrolet.  The Chevrolet was in-
sured by Commerce Insurance Company. 
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney and other area police departments.  CIFI cases 
are prosecuted by Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
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