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A periodic update and highlights from Race to the Top projects and programs. If you have suggestions, please contact rttt@doe.mass.edu. 

 
RTTT Districts Piloting Model Curriculum Units (MCUs) 

Teachers in classrooms throughout the Commonwealth are currently delivering content using over 30 
MCUs in four content areas: English language arts, mathematics, science, and history/social science. 
Teachers who try out the units are providing ESE valuable feedback for final revisions prior to 
publication. In addition, approximately 60 new Model Units are in development this year and will be 
released for tryout during the 2013–2014 school year. 

Over the remainder of the school year, WGBH, one of ESE’s partners, will videotape a number of the 
lessons that are part of these units as they are taught in Massachusetts classrooms. The videos will 
highlight teaching practices in the four content areas, as well as the shifts in the 2011 Frameworks for 
ELA/Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, Technical Subjects, and Mathematics.  

Five Readiness Center presentations on the Model Curriculum Unit project were held during the month 
of March, and information from those presentations can be found at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/ If you have questions, email modelcurr@doe.mass.edu or 
contact Anne Marie Condike at acondike@doe.mass.edu.  
 
Learn More About Edwin  

ESE has made a  great deal of progress on the development and rollout of Edwin, the new 
comprehensive teaching, learning, and data platform, including the release of two reports through 
Edwin Analytics and the announcement of a joint procurement with the state of Ohio for a Teaching & 
Learning system. 

• Edwin Analytics: Reports for the expanded Early Warning Indicator System (EWIS) and 
Postsecondary Enrollment and Outcomes are now available to all school and district leaders in 
Edwin Analytics through the Security Portal. The EWIS replaces the former EWII/EWIS that the 
Department provided to districts for incoming grade 9 students. The purpose of the new 
Massachusetts EWIS is to provide information to districts on the likelihood their students in 
grades 1–12 will reach key academic goals. Information about EWIS can be found at About EWIS. 

• Edwin Teaching & Learning: Since the January announcement that Massachusetts and Ohio had 
chosen Thinkgate as the vendor to develop Edwin Teaching & Learning, the project has been 
moving at a very fast pace. Three “Get to Know Edwin” webinars have taken place, the 12 
project pilot districts have received product training, and installation is underway. Stay tuned for 
future updates on this project as additional districts pilot the system this spring and rollout 
continues to RTTT districts in school year 2013–14.  

Follow Edwin on Twitter @Edwin_DESE. 
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Introducing a new series of data literacy courses: Data In Action 

Massachusetts educators are inundated with data each day in their classrooms. To support educators’ 
effective use of the information, ESE is working with Wireless Generation to design and pilot a series of 
courses designed to improve educators’ capacity to understand and act upon the numerous data points 
they receive and gather on a daily basis.  The course  content development will be carried out in 
collaboration with other initiatives and projects that promote effective data use (e.g., Edwin, 
Massachusetts Tiered System of Support, Educator Evaluation) to ensure consistent and persistent 
messaging around the value of data-informed decision-making.  All courses will be available to 
Massachusetts educators from RTTT districts and schools over the fall and winter of 2013. 

Course Title Course Delivery Release schedule 

Foundations in Data Literacy This course will be available on-line 
in a self-paced version and in a 
facilitated version. 
(Note: Completion of this course is a 
pre-requisite for all other Data In 
Action courses.) 

• Piloting in summer 2013 
• Release to RTTT districts 

in fall 2013 

Tiered Systems of Support 
and Data-Informed 
Instructional Practices 

This course will be available on-line 
in a self-paced version and in a 
facilitated version. 

• Piloting in summer 2013 
• Release to RTTT district in 

fall/winter 2013 
Data-Informed Curriculum 
Development and 
Instruction 

This course is a hybrid course that 
will be delivered on-line and face-to-
face. 

• Piloting in summer 2013 
• Release to RTTT districts 

in fall/winter 2013 
Data-Informed Decision 
Making Part 1 & Part 2 

Part 1 is a hybrid course (on-line & 
face-to-face). Part 2 is face-to-face 
only. 

• Piloting in winter 2013 
• Release to RTTT districts 

in spring 2014 
Assessment Literacy This course will be available on-line 

in a self-paced version and in a 
facilitated version. 

• Piloting in fall 2013 
• Release to RTTT districts 

in winter 2013 
 
 
Stay on Top of Educator Evaluation Implementation 
 
ESE's Educator Evaluation team recently developed a new e-newsletter to keep district and school 
leaders, educators, and other interested parties informed about the implementation of the new 
educator evaluation framework. Each month, the e-newsletter will include key information and 
resources, reminders about upcoming events and deadlines, and news and stories of innovative 
practices in schools and districts across the Commonwealth. To read the current edition, go to 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/communications/newsletter/. To receive future editions 
automatically, subscribe at http://edeval-newsletter-signup.org/. Please help us spread the word about 
the e-newsletter by passing the sign-up information on to your educators and other networks! 
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Reporting on RTTT Performance Measures 

We have reviewed the second performance measure progress reports and will be posting the templates 
with our ratings and comments to each district’s RTTT Outbox in the coming weeks. Now that we have 
two rounds of progress data, we have started to analyze the information to determine each district’s 
overall progress toward meeting their RTTT goals. In addition to analyzing the performance measures, 
we are also using each district’s grant expenditures to date as one of the criteria in our analysis, 
adjusting our ratings based on the size of each district’s grant. We are using the results of this analysis to 
identify districts that may need technical assistance to achieve their RTTT goals. 

The new files that we will be posting to the Security Portal will serve as the third progress report that 
you will submit. All data submitted in this template should reflect activities and report on total progress 
made during the second half of Year 3 of RTTT (January 2013 through June 2013).  Completed progress 
report templates should be uploaded to the RTTT Drop Box on the Security Portal by July 19, 2013. 

If you have questions, please contact rodonnell@doe.mass.edu. 

Read Year 2 Summaries from USED 

The US Department of Education has completed and released Year 2 summary progress reports on the 
12 states originally awarded RTTT funds in 2010. These reports cover the period through school year 
2011–12 and provide an overview of some of the challenges and successes that states have had in 
planning and implementing education reform projects since the inception of RTTT. 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/performance.html 

By now you should have received ESE’s RTTT Year 2 narrative report that draws on some of the data ESE 
reported to USED. Hard copies have been distributed to all RTTT districts, stakeholders, and legislators, 
and the response has been very positive. If you would like additional copies of the report, please contact 
the RTTT email box at rttt@doe.mass.edu or call Cheryl Clinch at 781-338-3125. 
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