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KEPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER.

Recommendations for Legislation.

In the course of apiary inspection work, certain violations of the regula-

tions made and issued under section 32 of Chapter 128 of the General Laws
have been noted. Usually such violations are corrected without prosecution,

but during the past year one such violation could not be so corrected. Prose-
cution was contemplated when a review of the Apiary Inspection Law
showed that no penalty was provided for violation of apiary inspection

regulations. This defect in the Apiary Inspection I^aw led to an examina-
tion of other laws which the Department is required to administer with the

result that similar defects were found in the sections relating to plant pest

control (General Laws, Chapter 128, sections 16-31 A, inclusive) and in the

sections concerning the grading and packing of apples (General Laws,
Chapter 94, sections 100-114, inclusive). I therefore recommend that these

statutes be so amended as to permit enforcement of the rules and regulations

which they authorize. The examination of the Apple Grading and Packing
Law also disclosed that no penalty is now provided in cases where the Com-
missioner or his assistants are obstructed or hindered in making inspections

and performing other duties under the law. The desirability of such a pro-

vision is apparent and I recommend a further amendment to remedy the

existing defect.

Changes in the Staff.

During the year, the Department lost through death, the services of Dr.

Charles D. Woods, Director of the Division of Information, and through
resignations the services of Mr. Osmun M. Camburn, Director of the Divi-

sion of Dairying and Animal Husbandry; and Mr. Ralph W. Harwood and
Miss Dorothy H. Goodwin, Investigators of the Division of Markets.

Dr. Wood's death is an irreparable loss, not only to the Massachusetts
Department of ^Agriculture, but to the country at large. He was a scientist

and administrator of international reputation, a graduate of Wesleyan
University, and for many years was Director of the Agricultural Experiment
Station for the State of Maine.
The Commission on Administration and Finance refused to sanction the

appointment of an adequate successor of Dr. Woods. The Division of

Information which had been so useful to the farmers of the state has ceased

to exist as a Division, and has been merged with the general office and its

personnel decreased.
On June 30, 1925, Professor Camburn resigned to become Professor of

Dairying at the University of Vermont, Mr. Camburn made very many
personal friends, and through his energy and efficacy did much to build up
the livestock and dairy interests of the state. The vacancy caused by Mr.
Camburn's resignation is being ably filled through the appointment on
July 1, of Mr. J. C. Cort. Mr. Cort is a graduate of Iowa State College,

has taught at the University of Minnesota and has in addition, broad and
successful experience in commercial farming in the West.
Mr. Harwood resigned on June 8, to enter business at a considerably ad-

vanced salary. A graduate of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, and
an exceptional man he had done efficient service in the Division of Markets,

especially organizing its valuable market reporting service. His place was
filled on June 9 by the appointment of Mr. Walter E. Piper, Jr., who was
formerly an apple inspector in this Division. Mr. Piper has taken up
actively his enlarged sphere of usefulness. He commands the confidence of
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farmers and merchants alike, and his apple bulletins especiallj^ have attracted
wide recognition and are assisting materially to build up the apple industry
of the state.

Miss Goodwin left to be married on April 11, 1925. Her place has been
filled by the appointment on July 23, 1925 of Miss Marion L. Speer. The
latter is a graduate of Wellesley College and has had excellent training in
economics and marketing problems.

Since the death of Dr. Woods, the work formerly in the Division of
Information has been ably carried on under the immediate direction of my
secretary. Miss Hylda M. Deegan.

Farms for Sale.

One of the outstanding pieces of service, and carried on by the Depart-
ment for several years has been the publication of a bulletin containing a list

of farms for sale in Massachusetts. Through a small advertisement in

certain national farm papers calling attention to advantages of farming in
Massachusetts, the bulletin has been in great demand. As a result of its

distribution a large number of farms have been sold mostly to young men
from the West.

Summer Facilities in Massachusetts.

A new plan was started last year, that of listing in bulletin form the many
facilities on farms for summer guests. A surprisingly large number of such
places are available. This bulletin was in great demand, and as a result of
its broad distribution, many city families found enjoyable, healthy pleasure
at a moderate price in the country. This was an advantage both to city and
country people. The plan will be continued.

Farm Labor.

The plan of former years of conducting a labor bureau for the placement
of farm laborers has been continued with the usual success. The quality of
men seeking positions was improved the last year. Many farmers have been
well served also through this channel.

Present Status of Massachusetts Agriculture.

Farming in Massachusetts continues to improve. A farmer with good
training, good health and adequate capital can make a good living on a
Massachusetts farm under present conditions. The hours of labor may be
long and the work often arduous and at times disagreeable, but there are
also certain advantages and amenities to, in part, offset the hardships.
Those who are intelligently practicing the kinds of farming adapted to our
conditions may look forward to fairly successful futures.

DIVISION OF DAIRYING AND ANIMAL
HUSBANDRY

In previous years the annual report of this division has included a general
survey of the livestock, dairy and poultry situation. No such comprehen-
sive statement will be attempted in this report, but only a brief summary of
the actual work as carried on by the division will be given.
On March 1st the six demonstration sheep farms were discontinued as a

state project, but Mr. C. D. Richardson, who had acted as supervisor, was
continued on a part-time basis for the sheep work.

Inspection Work.
The dairy inspectors of the division have made 8,542 inspections during

the year, with 59 samples taken. The result was thirteen court cases and
thirteen convictions.
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Totals

Re/port of Inspections.
Tivelve Months Ending November 30, 1925.

Total

Inspections
1,151
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1,422
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3
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1
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688
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1.159
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3
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1

304

8,542 8,488
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dealers. He also assisted in the buying and selling of several thousand dollars'

worth of sheep by getting the interested parties together.
Quite a large number of all wool blankets have been located and exchanged

for wool until the supply of such blankets has been practically exhausted.
For the past few months he has been trying to get a close estimate of the
amount of wool which the growers want to make into all wool blankets, and
arrangements are being made to have them manufactured. Talks on sheep
raising have been given at grange meetings.

Garbage Feeding Survey.

An extensive study of the garbage feeding problem was made during the
summer and fall. This work was done in cooperation with the State Depart-
ment of Public Health and a report was submitted to them.

Brockton Fair.

Members of the division assisted in supervising the cattle department of
the Brockton Fair. A larger number of cattle were shown than ever before

—

about fifty per cent more than the preceding year. The quality of the cattle
was unusually good. Many individuals were later shown at the National
Dairy Show and were quite consistent winners.

Beef Cattle Project.

Mr. Camburn assisted in the organization of the Eastern Beef Producers'
Association and during the spring a beef cattle investigation was made in the
Connecticut Valley by Mr. S. R. Morrison to determine the possibilities of
feeding steers on tobacco farms. There was a very great interest in this

proposition but most of the men did not have feed sufficient to warrant
undertaking the feeding of steers. However, during the fall several hundred
steers were placed on feed in the valley and the results of this work will be
watched every closely

REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF MARKETS
The Division of Markets has endeavored to improve its services with the

result that each year has seen those farmers, wholesalers, consumers and all

who use them placing increased confidence in their dependability.
The daily releases of our market reporters are a guide to many growers

and buyers in carrying on their business and the mimeographed reports
going out and reaching many consumers through the press and the mails
bring us favorable reactions as to their value in assisting the consumer to
take advantage of favorable opportunities to purchase products for the family
table.

A very necessary step to be taken is to find some method by which the
quality products of Massachusetts farmers can be identified by the trade and
the consumer. Many of our growers produce the finest vegetables, fruit,

poultry and dairy products, but when these leave the farm and begin to pass
through the channels of trade they lose their identity as locally grown stuff

with the result that the consumer has little opportunity to tell whether he
is buying the high quality, unusually tender and most desirably flavored
Massachusetts grown product, or the ones that are grown to hold their good
appearance and ship best from long distances without very much attention
to tenderness and flavor.

Massachusetts farms are near to market. This fact gives distinct advan-
tages to be capitalized by the owners in that the demand of the market can
be very closely watched. It is the man who uses this advantage to determine
what the markets want, when and how it prefers his crops, and then governs
his operations accordingly whcj is reaping the best results.

The purchasing power of the large mass of consumers in this northeastern
section of the country is as good, if not better than any other locality. Indus-
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trial workers are paid good wages, and when workers are receiving good
pay they desire better products. If more of our growers realized this fact,

they would make a greater effort to fill the desire that comes as people
procure more wealth.

Roadside markets in many instances are proving to be an efficient method
for the grower suitably situated to dispose of his crops to the consumer. The
difficulty which the motorist has in determining the farmer's stand using the
most ethical retailing practices from the pedler's stand discourages many of
the automobile travelling public from purchasing at any roadside market
whatever.
The plan of identifying markets started by a group of farmers in Middlesex

County has the possibility of informing purchasers that they are buying
fresh harvested crops of the man who grew them.

This plan of identifying the stands along our highways should be extended
in a uniform manner to cover the state.

Plans developed by sections without regard to uniformity have the possi-

bility of confusing the prospective customer to the extent of defeating the
purpose of the identification. The object is to build up consumer confidence
in the farmer's retail methods. If a person is accustomed to buying direct

of the farmer operating under certain rules in one section of the state he will

expect the same opportunity when buying of a trade marked stand in any
other location of the state.

Methods of distributing food commodities are continually becoming more
complex as population grows and as congestion in city centers increases. In
order to be well informed and to administer the duties assigned to us by law
and expected of us by the public, it is necessary to continually collect facts

upon which we can depend to guide us in our work.
Following are brief statements of the Division's activities during the past

year.
Wholesale Market News.

Farmers' Prodxice Market. Reports on the Wholesale Produce Market
have been issued daily except Saturday throughout the year from our three
large markets, Boston, Worcester and Springfield. These reports are dissem-
inated in accordance with schedules of the previous year.

Special News on Apples. The Special Apple Market Report is issued

during eight months, approximately, August 1-April 1. A fifty per cent
increase in subscribers during the past year testifies to the interests in this

.

type of market news.
An added feature this year has been the inauguaration of a daily Spring-

field Special Apple Market Report as a part of the regular Produce Market
Report. This service was started to meet the demand of apple growers in

the area from which the Springfield market draws its supplies.

Weekly News Letters. Our Worcester and Springfield offices issue a regular

weekly news letter touching on items of interest in the market. These news
letters through their popular style are designed for the purpose of informing
consumers as well as distributors concerning the movement of some of the
important items of our food supply.

SupplemeyUary Reports. Our supplementary market news service cover-
ing weekly reports on the Brighton Livestock Market and Hay, Straw,
Grain and Feed prices have been continued through the year.

Dissemination of Market News. The policy of distributing market reports

only to those who subscribe an amount sufficient to cover postage is main-
taining our market news service on a sound and satisfactory basis. Waste is

avoided and those who have charge of the work are assured of the interest

of their readers.

A rather wide distribution not easily estimated is also obtained for our
reports through the Associated Press and through the daily papers in

Worcester and Springfield.

Sources of Information. It is through the cooperation of producers and
distributors that the compilation of market news is made possible. This

type of news is merely the "boiled down" opinions of men engaged in the
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business. The greater extent to which producers and distributors cooperate

in furnishing their opinions, the greater will be the scope, usefulness and
reliability of the resulting reports.

Retail Market News.
The retail market reports published by the Division aim to help the

consumer buy food by informing her about quality, quantity and price. The
Boston report is sent to housewives, domestic science teachers and to the

market gardeners who receive the wholesale report. During the past year
Food Facts Bulletins were issued in conjunction with the Retail Report,
stressing particular features of crops or markets. The Division also co-

operated with the Massachusetts Federation of Women's Clubs, Depart-
ment of the American Home, in writing menus and timely recipes. In
Springfield the retail report, issued on Tuesdays and Fridays, is published

in three of the leading papers with a total circulation of over 120,000. The
Weekly Market Letter with notes on retail and wholesale market conditions,

appears in the Sunday papers. A sheet of suggestions of seasonable and
attractive menus and recipes, furnished by the Hampden County Improve-
ment League, appears with the weekly report. In Worcester retail prices

are collected twice a week and sent to a paper and broadcasted from Station

WTAG with news of interest to houswives, prepared by the Worcester County
Extension Service.

Crop Reports.

A continuance of our cooperative relations with the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture in the maintenance of the New England Crop Reporting
Service with headquarters at Wakefield, Mass., has made possible the

issuance of crop forecasts and reports on several principal commodities.
During the past year the Service carried on the following lines of work:

—

Assisted in the federal census of agriculture; completed and published a
survey of the acreage, flowage and production of cranberries in Massa-
chusetts; helped plan and conduct a survey of apple orchards, production and
marketing; tabulated records not previously so assembled as to numbers of

livestock in Massachusetts and Connecticut; made extensive inquiries as to

crop acreages and yields; further developed the monthly reports on dairy

production throughout New England, and obtained much wider dissemina-

tion of its many reports.

The new federal census will help to provide the necessary fundamental
statistics of agriculture, while the survey of cranberries makes possible a much
more reliable reporting service for this crop than was possible before. With
the results of the apple survey growers throughout New England will be able

to extend their Orchards and production much more successfully and
profitably. They will know which varieties sell best, volume of demand,
volume of present and expected production, prices that may be expected for

different varieties. This information or comprehensive inventory of the

apple industry will enable the Crop Reporting Service to render a much more
useful current service to growers.

Records as to numbers of livestock and milk production will directly assist

in stabilizing the dairy business and in preventing the wasteful periods of

excess production. The extensive acreage and crop yield inquiries were
very useful in providing reliable basis for estimating crop production, and the

greater study and use of the published reports by farmers help them towards
better balance of production Math demand.

Roadside Markets.

As in past seasons the Division of Markets has kept in touch with the

development of roadside markets in Massachusetts, making a brief survey
of those on four of the principal roads leading out of Boston, The number of

markets seems to have increased this year, while the amount of business done
by each stand has decreased with the added competition. The problem in

this type of marketing is to insure fresh fruit and vegetables at a reasonable
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price. The Roadside Stand Association is making a systematic attempt to

stand for fresh products, although as yet its membership is not large.

Apple Grading Law.

The Massachusetts Apple Grading Law, designed primarily in order to

bring about standardization of grades of apples and thus to establish a repu-
tation for apples packed and branded in accordance therewith has now been
a part of the law of our state for ten years.

During this entire period the administration of the provisions of the Law
has been largely along educational lines. While the possibilities for its use
along educational lines should never be overlooked, it seems reasonable

to assume that extensive publicity has given the apple industry of the state

an ample opportunity to become fully acquainted with the requirements of

the Law.
In order, therefore, that objects of the Apple Grading Law may be attained,

a policy of increasing stringency of enforcement seems advisable.

Studies in Marketing.

Retail Food Price Study. During the summer an investigation was made
of retail prices of selected perishable foods in thirteen Massachusetts cities

in order to determine the differences which existed in such prices in different

parts of the state, and to ascertain the causes of such variations. The price

differences revealed by the investigation were studied from the standpoint
of the farmer, the retailer, and the consumer, with the object of suggesting
improvements. The lowest price area proved to be in the northeastern part
of the state, and the highest in the western part.

Study of Prices of Staple Goods in Different Types of Retail Grocery Stores.

A comparison between retail prices of staple goods in grocery stores of differ-

ent types was made in 1925. Prices were corrected simultaneously in

twelve cities in Massachusetts in sixty-nine stores, some cash-and-delivery,
some charge-and-delivery, and some cash-and-carry. It was found that
organization was an important factor affecting price, since chain stores ren-

dering the same services were cheaper than non-chain, but it was also seen

that services are probably a more important factor than organization, since

those stores rendering greater service showed a marked increase in price over
those giving less service.

The results of the study are intended primarily to give the consumer some
idea of the amount she saves or does not save by trading in different types
of retail stores.

Fruit and Vegetable Commodity Study. Our food supply from many states

and foreign countries gives us products of great variety throughout the

season. It is important for growers and distributors to know the source,

season and volume of this supply.
In [order that information may be available regarding some of these

products, we have during the past year as opportunity permitted, carried on
studies of several of our principal fruits and vegetables as they appeared on
our markets. This work has attempted to determine facts relative to quality

and condition of product, use of brands or labels, size and types of containers,

units of sale, market handling, trade preferences, etc.

As much of this as has been compiled is on file for use as basic information
in our market news work, as well as other purposes.

Worcester Egg Study. A study of the supply and distribution of eggs in

the city of Worcester has been conducted for the purpose of making available

to growers and distributors some facts relative to market requirements and
methods of handling.

The Use of Milk in Metropolitan Boston. A study of the use of milk in

Metropolitan Boston was prepared in 1925 by the Massachusetts Department
of Agriculture, Division of Markets, cooperating with the U. S. Bureau of

Agricultural Economics under the auspices of the New England Research
Council.
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This study takes up the household use of dairy products, use of milk in

hotels and restaurants, seasonal use of milk in restaurants and the distribu-

tion of milk sales in Boston. The questionnaire method was used. It brings

up to date and expands a study made some years ago on the influence of

advertising on the demand for milk. A number of charts and tables with
explanations make up the greater part of the report.

Receipts and Sources of Boston's Food Supply. A yearly bulletin, "Receipts
and Sources of Boston's Food Supply," was compiled at the end of 1925,

covering the carlot receipts of vegetables and fruits, butter, cheese, eggs,

poultry, live-stock and dressed meats, trucked in fruits and vegetables,

receipts of milk, flour, grain, sugar and tea. The tables are given in such
form that they are comparable with similar reports of the two previous years.

The report is mimeographed and sent to consumers, market gardeners,

teachers in agricultural colleges, where there is a distinct demand for its use
in classrooms, teachers of domestic science and officials in other states. Gov-
ernment, state, city and private reports are the sources of this data. In
addition to these there were interviews with wholesalers and commission
men, freight agents, retailers and city inspectors and officials.

Cooperative Relations.

The work of the Division in the development of cooperative projects has
two distinct aspects: first, our direct participation as one of the cooperating
agencies in project designed for the promotion of better marketing methods;
second, our indirect participation as a coordinating agency in encouraging
and developing the cooperative efforts of other agencies.

Here it is and always has been the policy of the Division to recognize the
fact that the initiation of cooperative activities should arrise from a definite

need and should only be encouraged when it is apparent that some definite

function can be more efficiently performed in this way than it can on an
individual basis.

Furthermore, we realize that the strength of any such projects depends on
the extent to which the individuals who are cooperating realize that the job
at hand is primarily their job. Consequently we believe that a public
agency such as ours should use extreme care in seeing that it does not over-
step the functions of any private cooperative organization.

Massachusetts National Apple Week. The observance of Massachusetts
National Apple Week offers an example of the possibilities of a cooperative
advertising project.

During the week of October 29-November 6 in conjunction with the
Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce and County Extension Services,

the Division assisted in carrying on an advertising campaign designed to

point out to consumers the advantages of using Massachusetts apples.

Thirty-three cities and towns registered to take part in a window display
campaign. The Department awarded ribbons for window displays and
presented two silver cups to the city or town putting on the most complete
apple advertising program—-one cup for cities 75,000 population or over,

and one for cities under 75,000.
Apple Survey of Massachusetts. During the summer an apple tree survey

was carried on by the Department of Agricultural Economics of the Massa-
chusetts Agricultural College with the assistance of men from the Division
who acted as field agents in collecting information. Cooperating with the
New England Research Council we worked toward the coordination of this

work with similar activities in other New England states.

The results of this survey are to be used as a basis for compiling future
crop and market news. They will also be useful to growers as a guide for

future plantings and in planning their future cultural and marketing practices.

A Study of Consumer Demand for Massachusetts Apples. This study is

being carried on by the Agricultural College. We are assisting in compiling
information. This project is designed to determine some facts relative to

consumers' preferences for varieties, grades, units of sale, etc. It may be
used as supplemental to results of the Survey mentioned above in offering
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to the apple industry information concerning some features affecting the
consumer demand for their products.

Cooperation with U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. Cooperative relations with
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture makes
the Bureau's crop and market reports available for our use. These reports
gathered through their extensive machinery of market news service cover
shipping points and markets throughout the country. We are thus able to

transmit to readers of our market reports prompt and reliable news from
production and distribution centers outside the state.

Close contact with the activities of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture also

enables us to keep in touch with activities for promotion of better marketing
methods throughout the country.
The work of the New England Research Council on Marketing and Food

Supply during the past year shows the increasing value of such an agency
founded on the recognition of and designed for the promotion of the agri-

cultural and economic unity of the New England states.

The New England Crop Reporting Service whose report appears in another
column is another agency made possible by the cooperative efforts of the
Department and Bureaus of Agriculture in the New England states and the
Federal Department.

The College and Extension Service. Our cooperation in the activities of
the Massachusetts Agricultural College and County Extension Services
referred to elsewhere testifies to our cooperative relations with those engaged
in agricultural education.

Assistant of Organizations. Associations of producers and distributors
have been of much help in our marketing studies and in many other ways.
The value of such associations in presenting the needs of its members cannot
be overlooked.
Newspaper and Radio Service. The value of newspaper and radio services

in disseminating market news deserves recognition of the assistance which
these agencies have rendered during the past year. The extent to which
such services can be obtained depends largely upon the extent to which
readers and listeners make known their desires.

REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF ORNITHOLOGY
During the year three publications have been issued

;

1. A revision and reprint of "Out-door Bird Study"
2. A revision and reprint of "Food, Feeding and Drinking Appliances

and Nesting Material To Attract Birds."
3. The Birds of Massachusetts and Other New England States, Part I,

Water Birds, Marsh Birds and Shore Birds, with colored plates by
Louis Agassiz Fuertes; the first of three volumes on the birds of

Massachusetts and New England, the preparation of which has been
authorized by the General Court.

The Division has cooperated with the New England Federation of Bird
Clubs in procuring and setting aside as biz-d refuges four islands as breeding
places for sea birds, and two reservations for breeding land birds. Two
island reservations have already been presented to the Commonwealth by
the Federation, and others will probably follow.

E. H. FORBUSH, Director.

REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF PLANT
PEST CONTROL
Nursery Inspection.

The nurseryman's problem of keeping his nursery comparatively free from
injurious insects and plant diseases nowadays, presents on the whole, fewer
difficulties than previously. Practically all of the insects and diseases have
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been with us for some time. We are familiar with their appearance, the
manner in which they work and in most cases know effective and economical
means of control.

The day of total eradication of nursery pests except in rare instances, is

beyond any possibility. The problem is one of pest suppression to a point
where the plants can be maintained in the nurseries in a healthy state and
delivered to the purchaser in as clean condition as is consistent with reason,

in these days of wide spread pest prevalence. No inspector can be expected
to be 100 per cent perfect in his detection of insect pests and plant diseases.

Even if susceptible plants are sold in a clean and healthy condition, a certain

responsibility devolves upon the purchaser in maintaining them in this condi-
tion. Otherwise, they will soon fall heir to the pests which attack plants
and suffer accordingly.
The field inspection of the nurseries was carried on with a force of ten men

during July and August. The inspection showed that the stock was in very
good condition and apparently free from scale. Except in the southern part
of Massachusetts—especially Cape Cod, the gypsy egg masses were fewer
this year than for several previous seasons. The property surrounding the
nurseries was especially free from pests, so that very few notices to clean up
had to be served on the owners.

Considerable time was spent scouting for the Satin Moth. This is a
European insect and, in this country, has confined its feeding to willow and
poplar trees. About ninety additional towns were added to those already
known to be infested, so that at the present time the area includes all of

Eastern Massachusetts and as far west as Worcester. The infested towns
have been quarantined, and the shipping of willows and poplars out of the
area prohibited.

During the past winter and spring, a very careful survey was made to

determine the exact area infested by the Oriental Hag Moth. This insect

was brought into Massachusetts from Japan in 1906 and, although at the
present time it infests only a small area, the Division believes that it is

advisable to keep in very close touch with the pest. The scouting showed
that the insect had spread very little during the past season and that the
light infestation in Nahant and Saugus could be easily cleaned up. This
clean-up was accomplished, so that the northern limit is now in Revere. The
Oriental Hag Moth can be controlled by spraying the infested stock during
August, using arsenate of lead at the rate of 3 lbs. to 50 gallons of water.
Two importations of nursery stock from France were found infested with

foreign insects not established in this country. Such cases clearly show the
advisability of thoroughly inspecting each importation. A large number of

inspections were made of stock entering Massachusetts from other States as
well as shipments consigned to points outside of the State. Most of the
stock coming into the State was in good condition, although one shipment
of oak trees from Ohio was found to be infested with borers. The infested
trees were destroyed.
An inspection of five-leaved pines in the nurseries showed that there is a

small amount of blister rust present. In order to furnish further protection
to the five-leaved pines, in the nurseries where any considerable number are
raised, the Division removed all black currants for a distance of one mile.

European Corn Borer.
This insect furnishes one of our major problems. Three years ago the

Legislature passed a bill which made it compulsory for all corn stubble in

the area infested by the corn borer, to be plowed by the first of December.
This measure tends to destroy such borers as would winter over in the stubble.

The fact that the msect has not spread in Massachusetts for the past three
years, can be perhaps accounted for by this law. A few violators were sum-
moned into court last year for failure to comply with the law, but no penal-
ties administered.

This fall the Division has had eleven inspectors in the field and the area
thoroughly canvassed. It is hoped that the regulations will be carried out
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by every corn grower, whether he be a farmer or an individual with a back
yard garden. The damage caused by this insect in Canada this past season
should be borne in mind when carrying on the control work in Massachusetts
where we have a two-brooded borer which has far greater possibilities of
causing enormous losses.

The Division has cooperated with the United States Government in the
inspection of vegetables and flowers consigned to points outside the infested
area, offices being maintained in the Boston and Worcester markets.

In several towns there has been an increase in the intensity of infestation
as compared to 1924, although the infestations are not as heavy as in 1923.
This increase was especially noticeable in the ears of early sweet corn and also
in the stalks of late corn. The infestations in beets and beans were about
the same as in 1924; namely, scattered infestations, but no severe damage
observed. This was also found to be true of the infestations in dahlias,
gladioli, and chrysanthemums. The infestation in weeds was also very
light.

The Massachusetts Experiment Station is cooperating with the United
States Government with the object of determining the proper time of plant-
ing to avoid heavy infestation, also the best varieties of corn to plant under
prevailing conditions. These experiments will naturally take considerable
time before definite recommendations can be made. The Government ex-
perts are still hopeful that the introduced parasites may prove a factor in
controlling the corn borer, several species having been recovered in the areas
in New England, New York, Ohio, and Canada.

Apiary Inspection.

January 6, in Worcester, Mass. there was held the annual meeting of
beekeepers in connection with the Union Agricultural Meetings. It was a
joint convention of the Federated Massachusetts Beekeepers' Association,
Incorporated, and the Worcester County Beekeepers' Society. At this time
there was a conference of the apiary inspectors of Massachusetts.
Former Deputy Inspectors of Apiaries were re-appointed as follows:
Mr. Fred Challet, Northampton, inspected in Connecticut Valley.

Mr. Charles N. EUis, Westwood, inspected in Essex County and south of
Boston.
Mr. O. F. Fuller, Blackstone, inspected in southeastern Massachusetts.
Mr. Ivan Rawson, Pittsfield, inspected in Berkshire County. Mr.

Edwards Thome, Worcester, inspected in Worcester County. Each served
part time throughout the season. Mr. Benjamin A. Hildreth, Sherborne,
was appointed on September 1, 1925 to serve the remainder of the season
on a per diem basis. He assisted Mr. Ellis and served in Middlesex County.
As a result of the Department's regulation, approved May 14, 1924, requir-

ing the transfer of bees from box-hives to hives with removable combs, the
year 1925 has seen the completion of the transfer of a great many of these
colonies. However, in some instances transferring is still pending. Further-
more, it may be necessary in the case of persistent failure to comply with the
regulation and after other measures have failed, to invoke the provisions of
the statute. This fall, arrangements were maturing, to prosecute in the ease
of an offender, when it was discovered that the statute at present is defective,
in regard to prosecutions for failure to observe regulations. It is recom-
mended that the statute be amended at the coming Legislature, so as to
correct this defect.

Diseased conditions were found improved in Berkshire County and in the
Connecticut Valley. As for the past several years, most of the disease found
in the State was in Worcester County and east. Both American and Euro-
pean foulbrood occurred, but the former seems to predominate. Particular
attention was paid to the suppression of the infection found centered at
Brockton, in which district repeated examinations were made. It is expected
to follow up closely this district in 1926. Similarly, inspection was concen-
trated in the vicinity of Framingham, where there appears to be a limited
re-occurrence of a former outbreak. Here intensive inspection will be neees-
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sary in 1926. In Lawrence and vicinity with unusual cooperation of the
local beekeepers through their society, a limited outbreak of American foul-

brood is thought to have been placed under control. On the whole, bee
diseases in the State are far less frequent than they were in years past.

White Pine Blister Rust

This Division, in cooperation with the Office of Blister Rust Control,

United States Department of Agriculture, is conducting a state-wide cam-
paign to prevent the further spread of the white pine blister rust—a serious

plant disease—which is fatal in its attack upon white pine trees. The con-
trol of this disease is accomplished by the elimination of currant and goose-
berry bushes which are the alternate host plants of the fungus which causes
this disease. This campaign is being conducted on the basis of an eight-

year program, during which time an attempt will be made to acquaint every
white pine owner in the State, with the characteristics of the disease, the
damage it is doing, and to induce all parties concerned, to promptly perform
control work. This year marked the fourth under this program, and con-
siderable progress was made toward the accomplishment of the fundamental
purpose of the campaign; namely, the adequate protection of the white pine
in Massachusetts against further damage by this disease.

For purposes of administration, the State was divided at the begining of

the campaign in the spring of 1922, into nine districts, the boundaries of

which largely follow along county lines. This year, work was carried on in

each of these nine districts except District IV Bristol-Barnstable. On
July 1, work was resumed in District IX Berkshire and on November 16 work
was initiated in District II Middlesex. The program of work as planned
for District I—Essex, was practically completed, a limited amount of work
being left for completion until the spring of 1926.
The stage of the disease as it appears on the white pine tree, has been

reported in 187 towns in Massachusetts up to November 30, 1925. This
record represents an increase of 22 towns since the report of a year ago.
These figures indicate that the disease is generally distributed throughout
the State in local centres from which there is likely to be a gradual spread
unless the alternate host plants are promptly eliminated. Heavy infection

was found throughout the State on currant and gooseberry leaves, and a
number of new areas of rather serious pine infection were found in the town
of Sturbridge in southern Worcester County and in the towns of Ashfield,

Conway, and Shelburne in Franklin County.
The principal activity of this division as its part in the cooperative pro-

gram, is to assist pine owners in locating such currant and gooseberry bushes
as may be menacing pine trees on their properties, and to furnish general
supervision to the task of actually up-rooting and destroying these offending
bushes. In this work, 29 temporary field men were employed by this division

during a period of about five months—May to September inclusive. These
men rendered assistance to 1,763 land owners in making examinations on
194,851 acres of land, 110,892 acres of which is producing white pine. The
cooperating owners expended the equivalent of $5,554.15 in this protective
work. From these areas 706,830 wild, and 33,610 cultivated currant and
gooseberry bushes were eradicated at a total average cost of 11 cents per
acre.

In connection with the conduct of control work, wherever cultivated
currant and gooseberry bushes are so situated that they are considered likely

to be a menace to nearby pines, it is necessary to remove such cultivated
bushes, as well as the wild species. In handling this phase of the problems,
every effort is made to encourage owners to donate their bushes to the cause
of the protection of the pine and this year a very special attempt was made to

keep these claims down to a minimum. The law provides, however, that an
owner has the right to submit a claim and under the statute 23 persons have
submitted such claims. These relate to the removal of 980 bushes which
have been valued by the department at $377.10. Of these claims, 10 pertain

to bushes removed by this division in connection with the protection of the
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more important pine producing nurseries in the State, reference to which has
been made in the discussion of Nursery Inspection work.
The blister rust control work in Massachusetts has been conducted under

the supervision of Mr. C. C. Perry, who has been assisted during the year by
the following named men, designated as blister rust control agents, each
assigned to a definite district in the State and responsible for all blister rust
control work performed therein:

Earle M. Brockway . . . .District III Plymouth-Norfolk
William Clave District VI Worcester (North)
G. Stanley Doore .... District VII Franklin-Hampshire

(North)
William J. Endersbee .... District IX Berkshire
Edward J. McNerney .... District V Worcester (South)
Robert W. Merrick .... District VI Worcester (North) de-

ceased
William T. Roop District 1 Essex; District II

Middlesex-
Ralph E. Wheeler District VIII Hampden-Hampshire

(South)
The Director wishes at this time to express his appreciation again for the

conscientious and thoughtful work that has been carried on by Mr. Perry.
His untiring efforts have been largely responsible for the success attained in
the white pine blister rust control work. Mr. Q. S. Lowry, Assistant Direc-
tor, has also been of great assistance in carrying on the Nursery Inspection
work and field work in connection with the European Corn Borer.

REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF RECLAMATION,
SOIL SURVEY AND FAIRS.

RECLAMATION.

The reclamation work of this division has been conducted as in previous
years through the State Reclamation Board, of which the director of the
division is secretary. The report of the Board follows:

REPORT OF THE STATE RECLAMATION BOARD
At the beginning of the year the personnel of the Board was the same as

it has been since 1921^Mr. Warren C. Jewett of Worcester, chairman,
representing the Department of Public Health and Mr. Leslie R. Smith of

Hadley, secretary, representing the Department of Agriculture. On Novem-
ber 28, just at the close of the year, Mr. Jewett, whose health had been failing

for some time, died at the Massachusetts General Hospital so that the year
closed with one of the Board's two memberships vacant. The interest and
conscientious service given by Mr. Jewett to the work of the Board was
worthy of high appreciation by the people of the State and particularly by
those connected with reclamation projects whose interests he was always
desirous of serving. In the work of the Board and in the other activities in

which he was prominent, Mr. Jewett will be greatly missed.

Recommendations for Legislation.

The additional experience of the year just closed has demonstrated that

some further changes in the Reclamation Law are necessary. To a large

extent these amendments are only of a perfecting and clarifying character

but changes are also required on a few fundamental points.

The first important recommendation is that a third member be added to

the Board in order to facilitate securing a quorum of the Board for meetings.

This recommendation is a repetition of one made last year.
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The Board also believes it desirable that specific provision be made for

compensation of the members. A large part of the Board's work is neces-
sarily done outside the regular hours of State service since meetings with
the district officers and members and with petitioners for improvements
authorized under the law must largely be held in the evening and often at a
distance from Boston that requires absence over night. The amount of
compensation should be in proportion to the service rendered and can best be
determined by the Governor and Council. An amendment to this effect is,

therefore, recommended.
A third change in the law which we believe would have beneficial results

would permit the Board to determine, after receiving petitions, whether the
requested improvements require the organization of a district and would
then enable necessary proceedings to be taken without the organization of a
district if no district seems to be necessary. Some small projects can readily
be handled by agreement among the parties involved, provided the work is

properly supervised by the Board. The organization of a district is a formal
and somewhat complicated legal matter which should not be compulsory
where small areas and a simple program of work will meet requirements.
Amendments providing for this additional line of procedure are, therefore,
recommended.
The other amendments suggested are not described in detail because they

are largely of a minor character intended to perfect the operation of the law
and to clarify procedure in certain respects, particularly in dealing with the
finances of districts.

General Work of the Board.

The policy followed by the Board in previous years has been continued.
It has supervised and directed such reclamation projects as were actually in
process, has assisted in organizing districts for which petitions were presented
and has acted as a bureau of information for individuals and for officers of
cities and towns who were interested in draining and otherwise improving,
wet lands. So far as possible, engineers and contractors in the localities
where the work is done are given preference. But in some instances it ap-
pears that this practice leads to greater expense in making surveys and per-
forming construction work than is really necessary. It seems certain that
surveys could be made much cheaper if conducted under the immediate
direction of the Board by an employee of the Board itself, the cost then being
assessed back on lands within the districts concerned.
Only one new petition was presented to the Board during the year. Sev-

eral inquiries which will probably lead to petitions for the organization of
districts have been brought to the Board's attention. A larger amount of
actual construction work has been done than in any previous year and the
variety of conditions encountered was greater than in any previous season.
A statement of the situation in each of the organized districts and of condi-
tions affecting projects where no district has yet been organized appears in
the following paragraphs.

Drainage Districts.

At the beginning of the year only three districts organized under the
Drainage Law were still in existence ; namely the Cherry Rum Brook District,
Greenfield, the Salisbury District at Salisbury, and the Weweantic River
District in Carver and Wareham. The latter two districts were inactive
during the year. The Salisbury District made another effort to secure the
financing of its project through the county commissioners of Essex County
but was unsuccessful. It appears that this district should be reorganized as
a reclamation district so that it can finance the necessary work in the district
area. No work was done in the Weweantic River District but the project as
originally outlined is far from completion. This district should also reorgan-
ize as a reclamation district or possibly as two districts because the interests
of proprietors in different parts of the river valley appear to be divergent.
The assessment for construction work in the Cherry Rum Brook District



18 P.D. 123

was made by the assessors of Greenfield and included in the tax bills of the

several proprietors when these bills were sent out in September. After the

final report of the district commissioners is received this district will be turned
over to the permanent district organization.

Reclamation Districts.

1. Assabet River, Westborough and Northborough. This district, formerly
a drainage district, organized as a reclamation district March 19, district

commissioners having been appointed at the end of 1924. The district com-
missioners adopted a plan for improvements on June 29, voting to undertake
a part of the work at first and to complete the whole plan from time to time
as money might be available. A detailed survey of the district was made
and on the basis of this an assessment roll was prepared, the district com-
missioners determining, with the approval of the Board, that all land in the

district which was affected by the improvements should be assessed equally.

At the instance of the district commissioners an article was included in the

warrant for the annual town meeting for the town of Northborough, pro-

posing that the town pay a part of the cost of reconstructing a stone bridge

over the Assabet River within the boundaries of the district and the town
voted to pay two-thirds of the total cost, provided that cost did not exceed

$1 ,000. Plans for reconstruction for this bridge were prepared and submitted
to the Department of Public Works. The form of contract and specifica-

tions for that part of the project which the district commissioners had decided

to undertake was adopted by them with the approval of the Board Novem-
ber 13. A meeting of the district, held in October 3 and 8, voted to raise

$1,500 for current expenses and $5,500 for construction. At the end of the

year arrangements were under way for placing the district notes and to

closing a contract for construction.

2. Bear Meadow, Whitman. This district voted to organize on July 10,

and adopted by-laws at an adjourned meeting July 24. At the time of

organization of the district the highway authorities were studying the

improvement of Franklin Street which crosses the lower end of the project

on the town boundary between Whitman and Hanson. The highway
authorities wished to straighten the stream draining the district and to build

a new highway bridge over the proposed new channel but were unable to

secure the necessary land for this purpose. Since the straightening of the

channel in this locality would be of marked advantage to the districts, the

district commissioners decided to acquire the necessary land and authorize

the highway authorities to relocate the channel of the river through this

land thus making possible the construction of a new bridge on the proposed
location. The land on the Whitman side of the highway was secured by a

free deed of gift from the owner and the land on the Hanson side was taken

by eminent domain, this taking being recorded at Plymouth on August 3.

At the end of the year the district commissioners were working out further

plans for improvements in the district.

4. Cutter Swamp, Arlington. This district extends a little over the town
line to Lexington. Owing to various difficulties, little progress has been
made on this project. The principal difficulty is financial. Arrangements
for financing have been proposed that may enable this work to be done next

spring. Market garden and house lot development is expected to follow the

completion of the work.
5. Green Harbor, Marshfield.—Soon after the beginning of the year it

began to be evident that assistance from the county of Plymouth and possibly

from the town of Marshfield could be secured to build the most necessary

structure required by this district; namely, a new sluice or sluices through
Green Harbor Dike. The district commissioners, therefore, proceeded to

determine the assessment roll of the district which was first completed
February 11, and modified April 6. On March 20 the commissioners voted

to make a taking by eminent domain of the dike and the land on which it

was situated and shortly after the order of taking was duly executed and
recorded in the Registry of Deeds for Plymouth County. A plan for a bridge
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with sluices and tide gates was approved by the district commissioners
February 28. This structure was also satisfactory to the county commission-
ers who proposed to build it as a highway improvement and collect one-
third of the cost from the town of Marshfield and one-third from the district.

A technicality which would have prevented the use of the money from the
town during the year was overcome by the passage of a special act, which
was put through during the last days of the session and signed by the Gover-
nor April 30. The county commissioners then called for bids for construc-
tion and let a contract to the Engineering Service and Construction Com-
pany of Boston in June. Work was begun almost immediately and pro-
ceeded through the summer until the structure was finished in September.
In order not to interrupt traffic on the road along the dike, it was necessary
to build, at additional expense, a temporary timber by-pass around the open-
ing for the bridge. The total cost of the work, including the by-pass, was
about S33,000. After the tide gates were open the water in the marsh was
lowered several feet and as far as could be determined, the new structure was
a complete success.

6. Milford, Milford. Early in the spring the Milford Chamber of Com-
merce made an inquiry about the necessary procedure to clean up an unsani-
tary condition along the Charles River in Milford and took out a petition for
organization of a reclamation district. This petition signed by almost all

the landowners in the affected area was submitted soon after April 1. The
Board held a hearing at Milford on April 2 and appointed district commis-
sioners on April 25. Since the town was evidently involved in the problem,
the five commissioners included the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen
and the Secretary of the Board of Health. The commissioners called a
meeting of the proprietors in the usvial manner for organization. The dis-
trict organized and adopted by-laws INIay 28. The proprietors in the dis-

trict generally felt that the improvement should be financed by the town
since the pollution and the obstruction of the river was largely due to the
negligence of the town authorities in permitting waste and refuse from fac-
tories, public and private dumps, and other sources to get into the stream. A
special town meeting was, therefore, called for August 3 and voted S10,000
to pay the expense of the improvements to be made in accordance with the
district plans. A defect in this vote necessitated the calling of another
special town meeting October 28 in order to amend the original vote. This
amendment was duly passed and a contract for the work was let during the
month of November to Antone and Ransom of Greenfield. Work was pro-
ceeding in the district at the end of the year and promised to be a great
success. The procedure followed in connection with this district may prove
to be a precedent for correcting unsanitary conditions in other localities.

7. Wapping, Deerfield. In this district the district commissioners decided
to clear the channel of that part of the stream nearest to the Deerfield River
for a distance of about three-fourths of a mile and made a determination of
the preeentage of expense to be borne by the proprietors involved. Objec-
tion to this determination was made by one of the proprietors so that the
Board held a hearing at Greenfield which resulted in an agreement among
the parties concerned. This was approved by the Board; and a contract
was then let to Antone and Ransom for the necessary ditching. Work under
this contract began June 26 and was completed before the end of September.
No machinery was used, the digging and removal of rubbish being accom-
plished entirely by hand labor. The results fully met the requirements of
the landowners, having lowered the water over the whole area so that the
land dried out during the fall and will apparently be useable for agricultural
purposes next season. The proprietors themselves continued the channel
for a short distance above the work performed by the contractors and thus
lowered the water in an additional area. Obstruction of the channel in this
district proved to be due partly to the washing of sand into the channel by
drainage ditches from the State highway east of the district area. The con-
struction of brush dams to keep out this sand was being considered at the
end of the season.
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Inactive Projects.

Under this heading can be grouped a few projects considered in previous
seasons but not carried to the point of definite action. Such projects are
those at North Scituate and Marblehead, discussed in previous reports.

Other projects taken up with the Board in previous years have apparently
been dropped.

New Projects.

Several new areas have been brought to the attention of the Board during
the year. The proprietors of land along Herring River in Wellfleet, where
the State has recently financed extensive improvements through the Depart-
ment of Public Works, took out petition blanks with the intention of organi-
zing a district to maintain these improvements and otherwise make the land
in the district available for cultivation and other purposes. The petition was
not presented to the Board during the year.

At Sharon, the Salvation Army fouiid some drainage work necessary in

the area which it was developing as a summer camp for mothers and chil-

dren. Conditions were not such as to require the organization of a district,

but the Board assisted with advice and suggestions while the work was going
on. The Board ought to be specifically authorized to deal with requests

of this sort which can be handled without the organization of a district.

On other occasions the Board has been consulted by town officers and
private individuals who were interested in the drainage of various tracts and
considerable assistance has been given in such cases, particularly to the
authorities of the town of Lexington, who wish to accomplish extensive
drainage work within the town limits. It seems probable that undertakings
in Lexington will ultimately involve adjoining towns, particularly Arlington,

Belmont and Waltham.

Conclusions.

The Board is convinced that the changes in the law which faUed to pass
during the year are necessary to the full success of the Board's operations.

A saving in time and probably a saving in money to the several districts

would result if the Board were allowed sufficient appropriations to employ a
surveyor or engineer to make the district surveys. At present the district

commissioners have charge of these surveys and are frequently delayed in

securing proper persons to make them. Some progress has been made in

securing the better location of bridges and culverts so that more thorough
drainage of land above them can be secured.

The Board believes that only a beginning has been made in drainage work
in Massachusetts and that valuable results can be obtained as its operations
are extended. This can well be done without large expenditure, because
the State pays only the cost of supervision over the projects undertaken, the
whole expense of actual construction being borne by the land benefitted.

Respectfully submitted,

STATE RECLAMATION BOARD
By Leslie R. Smith, Secretary.

SOIL SURVEY.

The season of 1925 was so favorable that the field work covered not only
Essex County as originally planned, but also Dukes County and Nantucket.
Since the final report on this work has not been prepared, only a general

statement about results can be made here. The survey of Essex County
disclosed nothing of special note, the varieties of soils being substantially the

same as some of those found in other counties. It appeared that Essex
County has extensive areas of good soUs and that these are much larger than
the areas now in active use for agriculture. In the island counties, seven

varieties of soils not found on the mainland were identified and mapped.
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The nature of these soils indicates that most of them were laid down earlier

than the present surface soils on the mainland and that the islands were not
affected as much as the mainland by the ice sheet in the last glacial period.

It is expected that these seven varieties of soils will prove to be similar to

varieties already mapped in Lonsf Island, New York.
As during several previous seasons, the work was conducted by Mr. W. J.

Latimer, soil specialist of the Bureau of Soils of the United States Department
of Agriculture. He has been assisted as previously by Mr. M. O. Lanphear
of the Massachusetts Agricultural College. No additional soil survey re-

ports were received during the year, although material is in process of prepa-
ration for reports on Worcester, Berkshire and Middlesex counties. The
Department still has copies of the combined report on Barnstable, Bristol

and Norfolk counties for distribution.

FAIRS.

Allotments of agricultural prize money were made to one hundred and
eight Agricultural and Horticultural Societies, Grange and Community
Fairs, Poultry Shows and other organizations holding fairs and special

exhibitions in Massachusetts,
The Division cooperated with the Union Agricultural Meeting, State

Armory, Worcester, January 6, 7, 8 and 9, 1925 and with the New England
Fruit Show in Horticultural Hall, Boston, October 29-November 1, with
the Eastern States Exposition, Springfield, September 20-26 and with the
Brockton Fair at Brockton, September 29-October 3. The vegetable
exhibit in the Massachusetts Building, Eastern States Exposition grounds,
Springfield, was the most complete exhibit of vegetables ever put on by
the Department covering all branches of the industry.

In connection with the New England Fruit Show in Boston besides paying
all premiums won by Massachusetts exhibitors the Department also fur-

nished the services of its employees and helped in paying the expense of

staging the show.
At the request of the Educational Fuel Committee of the New England

Governor's Fuel Commission arrangements were made and special exhibits

of low volatile semi-bituminous coal were made at the following fairs:

—

Bristol County at Segreganset
Brockton at Brockton
Eastern States Exposition, Springfield

Essex Agricultural Society, Topsfield
Franklin County Agricultural Society at Greenfield
Gardener Agricultural Society at Gardner
Hampshire, Franklin and Hampden Agricultural Society,
Northampton

Housatonic Society, Great Barrington
This was a great help, in view of the coal strike, in showing the public how

to use substitutes for anthracite coal.

The Fairs have been inspected by the Director or Assistant Director of the
Division and a detailed record of the number and character of the exhibits

kept.
The illustrated lecture on fairs has been kept up-to-date and new slides

made. The Department this year purchased a motion picture camera and
as a result has a library of films made from pictures taken at the different

fairs during the season. The season of 1925 was a most unusual one. The
weather was wet and the temperature so low that the attendance was
affected.

Department ribbons have been offered more extensively than in the past
and the demand for this type of award is increasing in popularity.

Medals.
Gold medals for superior achievement were awarded on January 7, at the

Union Agricultural Meeting at Worcester, and silver and bronze medals
have been awarded through the fairs and other organizations.
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Camp Gilbert.

The Department cooperated in conducting Camp Gilbert at the Massa-
chusetts Agricultural College again this year and paid expenses as follows :

—

Silver Cups $55 . 42
Pins 702.91
Camp Expenses . . ... 1,191.46

Total $1,949.79

Financial Statement of Special Exhibits

Union Agricultural Meeting
Eastern States Exposition
New England Fruit Show .

Educational Fuel Exhibit .

Total

$580.94
2,071.79
3,157.73
205.37

,015.83

Agricultural Prize Money Awarded to Societies, Granges
AND Fairs

Acton Agricultural Association, Inc., $500.00; Acushnet Grange $40.00;
Annursac Grange, $20.00; Ashburnham Grange, $25.00; Ashfield Grange.
$20.00; Barnstable Co., Agricultural Society, $600.00; Bristol Co. Farmers'
Fair, $250.00; Blackstone Valley Agricultural Society, $500.00; Bourne
Agricultural Society, $50.50; Beeket Grange, $21.00; Bedford Grange,
$40.00; Brimfield Grange, $22.00; Burlington Grange, $40.00; Chelmsford
Grange, $13.50; Deerlield Valley Agricultural Society, $700.00; Essex
Agricultural Society, $996.00; East Bridgewater Grange, $25.00; Franklin
Co. Agricultural Society, $1,200.00; Framingham Boys' and Girls' Club,
$49.50; Flintstone Grange, $12.00; Greater Lynn Agricultm-al Society,

$500.00; Groton Farmers' and Mechanics' Club, $550.00; Granby Grange,
$20.00; Hampshire, Franklin & Hampden Agricultural Society, $1,200;
Hampden County Improvement League, $98.00; Hancock Grange. $20.00;
Holliston Grange, $25.00; Heath Agricultural Society, $149.00; Hingham
Agricultural & Horticultural Society, $74.75; Highland Agricultural Society,

$772.50; Hillside Agricultural Society, $700.00; Housatonic Agricultural
Society, $1,200.00; Lunenburg Community Fair, $120.00; Lanesboro County
Fair, $15.00; LittleviUe Agricultural Society, .$.50.00; Lee Grange, $19.00;
Lowell Riding & Driving Club, $100.00; Lenox Grange, $47.00; Lexington
Grange, $20.00; Lunenberg Grange, $20.00; Marshfield Agricultural &
Horticultural Society, $641.00; Martha's Vineyard Agricultural Society,

$400.00; Mansfield Grange, $30.00; Merrimae Grange, $30.00; Monomoy
Grange, $15.00; Natick Grange, $15.00; Needham Grange, $21.00; New
Salem Grange, $20.00; Northfield Grange, $18.25; Norton Grange, $30.00;
Nantucket Agricultural Society, $300.00; Otis Grange, $17.00; Orange
Boys' & Girls' Club, $50.00; Oxford Agricultural Society, $479.00; Plain-

ville Grange, $20.00; Plymouth County Agricultural Society, $499.75
Ponkapog Grange, $20.00; Princeton Grange, $20.00; Reading Grange
$25.00 ; Sandwich Agricultural Societv, $50.00 ; South Amherst Apple Show
$183.00; Sterling Farmers' Club, $75.00; Southboro Cattle Show & Fair
$224.00; Southboro Grange, $35.00; Stockbridge Grange, $34.00; Temple-
ton Grange, $40.00; Thrifty Grange, $24.00; Tyngsboro Grange, $19.50
Union Agricultural & Horticultural Societ5% $400.00; United Shoe & Machine
Company, $31.00; Wachusett Grange, $30.00; Wendell Grange, $30.00
West Stockbridge Grange, $31.00; West Newbury Grange, $27.50; Williams
burg Grange, $35.00; Westminister Farmers' & Mechanics' Club, $27.00
Weymouth Agricultural Society (Norfolk Co. Fair), $400.00; Worcester
Agricultural Society, $1,200.00; Worcester N. W. Agricultural & Mechanics
Society $800.00; Worcester South Agricultural Society, $700.00; Worcester
County West Agricultural Society, $800.00.

The Department offered prize money through fourteen Poultry, Pigeon
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and Pet Stock Associations during the year 1925. Each show was inspected
by a representative of tlie Department and a record kept of the number and
character of exhibits.

The prize money was awarded as follows

:

Amherst Poultry Association, S149.00: Athol Poultry Association, $73.00;
Boston Poultry Association, $495.00; Dressed Poultry & Egg Exhibit at
M. A. C. $12.00; Fitchburg Poultry Association, $75.00; Lenox Poultry
Association, $114.00; Needham Poultry Association, $151.00; Northampton
Poultry Association, $150.50; Paper City Poultry, Pigeon & Pet Stock
Association, $100.50; Springfield Poultry Club, $182.50; Templeton Poultry
Association, $50.00; United Rabbit & Cavy Club, $50.00.
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in April, the prosecution being successful. A fine of $100 was imposed and
paid in the case.

The usual work of advising and assisting on legal questions arising in con-
nection with the Department's work has been continued. Assistance has
been given to almost all the divisions in various ways. Particular attention

has been required by some of the problems of the State Reclamation Board
and further information has been obtained about the laws relating to drain-

age in other states and the bearings of common law principles on drainage
problems.
Recommendations for legislation to be presented to the 1926 session of the

Legislature were in preparation as the year ended.


