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IN THIS ISSUE MPO Amends Long-Range Plan and
Approves Four-Year Finance Plan 
CANTON INTERCHANGE
PROJECT TO BEGIN IN
2014

Construction can begin on

the state-funded $238 million

Canton Interchange Project

next year, following the

endorsement of a funding

plan by the Boston Region

Metropolitan Planning

Organization (MPO) in July of

this year. 

The MPO voted to amend its

Long-Range Transportation

Plan (LRTP)—and to approve

its Federal Fiscal Years

(FFYs) 2014–17 Transpor-

tation Improvement Program

(TIP), which includes the

Canton project—to address

planned changes to the proj-

ect’s construction schedule

and financing.

Prior to the MPO’s action in

July, the Canton Interchange

Project was scheduled to be

constructed using federal

funding between FFYs 2021

and 2025. Now, the project

will be fully funded with state

funds and completed by FFY

2020. Even though federal

funds will not be used, the

MPO’s endorsement was

required because the scope

and cost of the project

require it to be documented

The first phase will start in

FFY 2014, with the recon-

struction of the Interstate 95

southbound off-ramp to Blue

Hill Drive in Westwood and

the intersection of Canton

Street and University Avenue.

The next phase will begin in

FFY 2015, with the construc-

tion of an off-ramp to

Dedham Street in Canton and

the widening of Dedham

Street, followed by the recon-

figuration of the I-95/I-93

interchange in FFY 2016.

in the

LRTP,

which

includes

the

regionally

significant

projects

planned

for the

next 20

years.

Changes

to the

LRTP are

also

reflected in the TIP, a four-

year finance plan document-

ing highway and transit proj-

ects that will be constructed

between October 2013 and

September 2017.

The Canton Interchange

Project will address conges-

tion at the interchange of

Interstates 93 and 95 in

Canton, which is one of the

locations in the region with

the highest number of vehicle

crashes. The project will be

constructed in three phases.

The amended Long-Range Transportation Plan
and the FFYs 2014–17 Transportation
Improvement Program are available on the
MPO’s website, www.bostonmpo.org.

Canton Interchange  (Source: MassDOT)



For the most recent infor-

mation on the following

public meetings and others

that may have been sched-

uled after TransreporT

was released, go to

www.bostonmpo.org or 

call 617-973-7100 (voice)

or 617-973-7089 (TTY).

a photo ID is required to

access most meeting sites.

AT THE STATE 

TRANSPORTATION 

BUILDING, 10 PARK 

PLAzA, BOSTON

September 11 (Wednesday)

MassDOT: Public-Private

Partnership Infrastructure

Oversight Commission.

suite 3860. 1:00 PM 

Regional Transportation

Advisory Council.

Conference rooms 2 and 3.

3:00 PM

September 18 (Wednesday)

MassDOT: Statewide

Coordinating Council on

Community Transportation:

Kick-off Meeting.

Conference rooms 1 and 2.

11:00 AM 

September 25 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee

to the MBTA: Board of

Directors. Conference

rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM

to 12:00 noon

Access Advisory Committee

to the MBTA. Conference

rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to

3:00 PM

MassDOT Board of

Directors. Location to be

determined. 1:00 PM 

September 30 (Monday) 

MBTA Rider Oversight
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MPO to Vote on FFY 2013 TIP
Amendment in September
In August, the MPO began to

take action to amend the fed-

eral fiscal year (FFY) 2013

element of the currently

active FFYs 2013–16 Trans-

portation Improvement

Program (TIP). The proposed

amendment would affect only

those projects that were

scheduled for construction

between last October and

this September. 

This proposal represents the

MPO’s yearly action to

Draft Amendment Six
of the FFYs 2013–16
TIP is available on
the MPO’s website,
www.bostonmpo.org. 

Copies may also be
obtained by contact-
ing the MPO staff via
the addresses and
methods listed on
the last page of this
newsletter.

account for cost and sched-

ule changes to projects prior

to September 30, the close of

the federal fiscal year.

The MPO has released draft

Amendment Six of the FFYs

2013–16 TIP for a 30-day

public review period, which

closes on September 4. The

MPO is scheduled to vote on

the amendment at its

September 12 meeting.

Public comments will be

accepted at the meeting.

MEETING CALENDAR

Plans for Automated Toll Collection
on Turnpike and Harbor Crossings
MASSDOT PROGRAM TO
PILOT ON TOBIN
BRIDGE NEXT YEAR 

MassDOT is planning to

replace the existing tolling

systems for the

Massachusetts Turnpike and

the Boston Harbor cross-

ings —the Williams Tunnel,

the Sumner/Callahan

Tunnels, and the Tobin

Bridge—with an all-electronic

tolling system. A pilot pro-

gram to test the new toll col-

lection method is scheduled

to go into effect next spring

on the Tobin Bridge, prior to

implementation systemwide. 

The new tolling system would

allow for the removal of toll

plazas and eliminate cash

transactions. A vehicle in a

toll zone would pass under a

gantry, which would either

detect a driver’s E-ZPass

transponder or take a photo

of the vehicle’s license place.

Drivers who have an

E-ZPass would see the tolls

on their E-ZPass statements.

Others would be billed

through the mail.

The new system would,

according to MassDOT, pro-

vide benefits in terms of

improved safety and traffic

flow, as vehicles would no

longer have to weave, merge,

and change speed as they

enter and leave toll zones. In

addition to reducing conges-

tion and easing traffic con-

flicts, the new system would

reduce MassDOT’s costs of

operating its toll facilities.

This summer, MassDOT

released for public review an

Environmental Notification

Form, which was prepared

for the project’s MEPA con-

sultation, and held public

informational meetings about

the project during the review

period. 

MassDOT plans to launch a new all-electronic tolling system

on theTobin Bridge starting in the spring of 2014.
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Committee. Conference

rooms 1, 2, and 3.

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

October 3 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan

Planning Organization.

Conference rooms 2 and 3. 

10:00 AM 

October 9 (Wednesday)

Regional Transportation

Advisory Council. Conference

room 4. 3:00 PM

October 17 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan

Planning Organization.

Conference rooms 2 and 3. 

10:00 AM

October 23 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee

to the MBTA: Board of

Directors. Conference

rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM to

12:00 noon

Access Advisory Committee

to the MBTA. Conference

rooms 2 and 3. 1:00 PM to

3:00 PM

MassDOT Board of Directors.

room 3830. 1:00 PM 

October 28 (Monday) 

MBTA Rider Oversight

Committee. Conference

rooms 1, 2, and 3.

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

AT OTHER BOSTON AREA

LOCATIONS

September 12 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan

Planning Organization.

Location to be determined. 

10:00 AM

September 18 (Wednesday) 

MassDOT Public Meeting:

Silver Line Gateway

Calendar continued on p. 4

Bicycle and Pedestrian Data
Collection Continues
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR SEPTEMBER
COUNTS 

The Central Transportation

Planning Staff (CTPS), which

is the staff to the Boston

Region MPO, is continuing its

drive to collect data on the

usage of bicycle and pedes-

trian facilities across the

region, and is recruiting vol-

unteers to help with this ini-

tiative in September. 

The most recent volunteer

event took place on the

weekend of July 4, when vol-

unteers were stationed at

bicycle and pedestrian facili-

ties across the region—rang-

ing from urban locations like

Cambridge to trails such as

the Assabet River Rail Trail in

the western suburbs—to

count passing bicyclists,

pedestrians, and other non-

motorized users of these

facilities. 

The data that they collected

on peak summer and holiday

usage contributed to the

Boston Region MPO’s

Bicycle/Pedestrian Count

Database.

The database is a resource

that is used for bicycle and

pedestrian planning activities

in the region and is main-

tained as part

of the MPO’s

Livability

Program,

which aims to

improve

access to

safe, healthy,

efficient,

nonmotorized

transportation

options in the

region. 

Volunteers

are invited to participate in

the next bicycle and pedestri-

an count, which will occur on

the following dates: 

. Tuesday, September 10

. Wednesday, September 11

. Thursday, September 12

. Saturday, September 14

A list of priority locations,

including off-road trails and

on-street segments, will be

posted on the MPO’s website

prior to the event.

Volunteers may choose a

location and offer to count for

either a 12-hour period (7:00

AM to 7:00

PM) or during

the peak peri-

ods of a par-

ticular day. On

weekdays, the

morning peak

period is from

7:00 AM to

9:00 AM, and

the evening

peak period is

from 4:00 PM

to 6:00 PM.

The Saturday peak period is

from 12:00 noon to 2:00 PM. 

Those interested in participat-

ing in the September counts

are invited to contact Beth

Isler, CTPS Bicycle and

Pedestrian Coordinator, at

bisler@ctps.org or 617-973-

7092.

MPO Endorses FFY 2014 UPWP
The Boston Region MPO

endorsed the federal fiscal

year (FFY) 2014 Unified

Planning Work Program

(UPWP) on July 11 and sub-

sequently submitted it to the

Federal Highway Administra-

tion (FHWA) and Federal

Transit Administration (FTA)

for their review and approval. 

The MPO prepares a UPWP

each year to outline the

transportation planning activi-

ties that its staff will conduct

in the coming year and to

The FFY 2014
Unified Planning
Work Program is
available on the
MPO’s website,
www.bostonmpo.org.

For more informa-
tion, contact
Michelle Scott,
UPWP Manager, at
617-973-7119 or at
mscott@ctps.org. 

document other significant

transportation planning stud-

ies that will be occurring in

the region. 

With the approval of FHWA

and FTA, the FFY 2014

UPWP will go into effect on

October 1, 2013. 

Activities for developing the

FFY 2015 UPWP will begin

this fall.
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Alternatives Analysis

Project. Chelsea City Hall,

500 Broadway, Chelsea. 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

September 19 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropolitan

Planning Organization.

academy Building, Cushing

Memorial park, Dudley

road, Framingham. 

10:00 AM 

September 23 (Monday) 

Statewide Coordinating

Council on Community

Transportation: Kick-off

Meeting. executive office

of elder affairs, Manning

Conference room, 5th

Floor, one ashburton place,

Boston. 11:00 AM to 12:00

noon

September 24 (Tuesday) 

MassDOT Public Hearing:

Washington Street (Route

53) Phase 4B Reconstruction

Project. Hanover Town

Hall, 1st Floor Hearing

room, 550 Hanover street,

Hanover. 7:00 PM

September 25 (Wenesday) 

MassDOT Public Hearing:

Needham Street Bridge

over Great Ditch Project.

Francis o’Brien Meeting

room (selectmen’s

Chambers), 26 Bryant

street, Dedham. 7:00 PM

October 30 (Wednesday) 

MAPC Fall Council Meeting

and MPO Elections. seaport

Hotel, one seaport Lane,

seaport World Trade

Center, Boston. 3:00 PM

The Mpo complies with

Title VI of the Civil rights

act of 1964, the americans

with Disabilities act (aDa)

of 1990, and other federal
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MBTA Delays Closure of
Government Center Station 
MassDOT officials have

delayed the two-year closure

of the Government Center

MBTA station, which was

scheduled for reconstruction

this fall, until next spring. 

The decision was made to

avert commuter gridlock

since two main avenues into

downtown Boston are also

going to be under construc-

tion.

The Longfellow Bridge, con-

necting downtown Boston to

Cambridge, was partially shut

down beginning this summer

for a three-and-a-half-year

rehabilitation project.  

Detour Plan in Place for Longfellow
Bridge Rehabilitation Project
Work began this summer on

the rehabilitation of the hun-

dred-year-old Longfellow

Bridge, which spans the

Charles River from Boston to

Cambridge. Last rehabilitated

more than 50 years ago, the

bridge requires work to

address structural deficien-

cies, upgrade its structural

capacity, bring it up to mod-

ern codes, and meet accessi-

bility guidelines. The work,

which is funded through the

Commonwealth’s Accelerated

Bridge Program, will take

three and a half years to

complete. 

While construction is under-

way, only one lane will be

open on the bridge, for

Boston-bound traffic.

Cambridge-bound traffic is

being detoured either east-

bound on Storrow Drive and

over the Charles River Dam

Road onto Edwin H. Land

Boulevard in Cambridge, or

westbound on Storrow Drive

to the Harvard (Massachu-

setts Avenue) Bridge. Red

Line subway service and

bicycle and pedestrian

access will be maintained on

the bridge throughout the

construction period.

The bridge will be closed to

vehicular traffic, except for

MBTA buses and emergency

vehicles, on 25 weekends

during the construction peri-

od. On those weekends, Red

Line subway service will be

replaced by MBTA bus ser-

vice. Buses will pick up and

drop off passengers at Park

Street, Charles/MGH, and

Kendall/MIT stations. While

bicycle and pedestrian

access will be maintained,

bicyclists will be asked to

walk their bicycles across the

bridge. The next scheduled

dates for these weekend clo-

sures are September 14-15,

October 19-20, October 26-

27, and November 2-3.

The City of Boston’s Traffic

Management Center (TMC)

is monitoring over 300 traffic

cameras and actively adjust-

ing traffic signal timings in the

affected areas while the

detour is in effect. A detour

planning team—which

includes representatives from

the State Police, Boston and

Cambridge police, MassDOT,

city traffic planning depart-

ments, emergency services

departments, the business

community, and area hospi-

tals—will be reconvening to

plan for post–Labor Day traf-

fic.

For questions or to report

issues or concerns, please

contact the project team at

617-519-9892 or longfellow

bridge@state.ma.us. Project

details, including traffic and

construction updates, can be

found at www.mass.gov

/massdot/longfellowbridge. 

In addition, the Callahan

Tunnel, connecting downtown

Boston to East Boston and

Logan Airport, will be com-

pletely closed for three

months this winter, from late

December through March.

The historic “Salt and Pepper” towers will be preserved as part
of the rehabilitation of the Longfellow Bridge. (Rendering:
Rosales + Partners)

Calendar continued on p. 5
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and state nondiscrimination

statutes and regulations in

all programs and activities.

The Mpo does not discrimi-

nate on the basis of race,

color, national origin,

english proficiency, income,

religious creed, ancestry,

disability, age, gender, sex-

ual orientation, gender

identity or expression, or

military service. any person

who believes herself/him-

self or any specific class of

persons to have been sub-

jected to discrimination

prohibited by Title VI, the

aDa, or other nondiscrimi-

nation statute or regulation

may, herself/himself or via

a representative, file a

written complaint with the

Mpo. a complaint must be

filed no later than 180 cal-

endar days after the date

on which the person

believes the discrimination

occurred. a complaint form

and additional information

can be obtained by contact-

ing the Mpo (see below) or

at www.boston mpo.org. 

Meeting locations are

accessible to people with

disabilities and are near

public transportation. Upon

request (preferably two

weeks in advance of a

meeting), every effort will

be made to provide accom-

modations such as assistive

listening devices, materials

in accessible formats and in

languages other than

english, and interpreters of

american sign Language

and other languages. please

contact the Mpo staff at

617-973-7100 (voice), 617-

973-7089 (TTY), 617-973-

8855 (fax), or publicinfor-

mation@ ctps.org (email).

MPO to Hold Elections on October 30
NOMINATIONS DUE
SEPTEMBER 27

Elections for two of the 12

elected municipal seats on

the Boston Region MPO will

be held at the Fall Council

Meeting of the Metropolitan

Area Planning Council

(MAPC) on Wednesday,

October 30, at 3:00 PM at the

Seaport Hotel, next to the

Seaport World Trade Center,

in Boston. 

Up for election are the seats

representing two MAPC sub-

regions: the Inner Core

Committee and the

MetroWest Regional

Collaborative (see map

below). Any chief elected offi-

cial of a municipality within

those subregions is eligible to

run provided the candidate

receives nominations from

five municipalities within the

101-municipality Boston

region. A chief elected official

may nominate his or her own

municipality and that nomina-

tion will count as one of the

five necessary to put the

municipality on the ballot.

The newly elected members

will serve a three-year term.

Their responsibilities will

include programming finan-

cial resources for the Boston

region’s surface transporta-

tion system, the preparation

and approval of several plans

and programs—including the

Transportation Improvement

Program, Unified Planning

Work Program, and Long-

Range Transportation

Plan—and ensuring that

those plans and programs

are in conformity with appli-

cable federal laws.

Nomination papers and

“statements of candidacy” are

due to MAPC by 5:00 PM on

Friday, September 27, 2013,

and must be filed in person

or by mail to the following

address:

Metropolitan Area Planning

Council, 60 Temple Place,

6th Floor, Boston, MA 02111,

Attention: MPO Elections.

Subregions of the Boston Region MPO Area
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BOSTON REGION MPO ACTIVITIES

MPO ACTIONS

This summer the Boston Region MPO focused on finalizing three of its certification docu-

ments: the federal fiscal year (FFY) 2014 Unified Planning Work Program, the FFYs 2014–17

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and Amendment Two of the Long-Range

Transportation Plan. It also released draft Amendment Six of the FFYs 2013–16 TIP for a 30-

day public review period. (For more details, see the articles on pages 1, 2, and 3.) The MPO

will resume work on the review and approval of upcoming studies and projects in September.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE 

At the Advisory Council’s July meeting, Thomas P. Glynn, Chief Executive Officer and

Executive Director of the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport), discussed the current

activities at the agency. Mr. Glynn addressed service expansion and overall growth patterns

that affect Massport and its mission. 

Also this summer, the Advisory Council sent a comment letter to the Boston Region MPO

regarding the revision of the federal fiscal years (FFYs) 2014–17 Transportation

Improvement Program and Amendment Two of the Long-Range Transportation Plan.

The election process for new officers for the upcoming year also

got underway. The Election Committee met in July to identify nomi-

nees for chair and vice chair from the Committee.

The nominations will be made at the Advisory Council’s monthly

meeting in September, and nominations from the floor will also be

accepted. The election of officers will take place at the October

meeting of the Advisory Council. 

At the next Advisory Council meeting, on September 11, Dr.

Beverly Scott (to the right), MBTA General Manager and MassDOT

Rail and Transit Administrator, will address the Advisory Council.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

MBTA customers with accessibility needs now have more options for learning ways to navi-

gate the MBTA system. The Ways 2 Go Travel Training Program was launched in July by the

MBTA and its partner agency, Ways 2 Go, an affiliate of the Somerville-based paratransit

agency SCM Transportation. The Ways 2 Go Travel Training Program is designed to work in

conjunction with the MBTA’s System Orientation Training Program and to provide personal-

ized instruction on how to use the MBTA’s buses and trains. MBTA customers who would like

to receive travel training may call 617-222-5237 or email howtotravel@mbta.com.

On November 20, AACT will hold an accessible transportation summit that will be open to the

public. For more information, please contact Janie Guion, at 617-973-7507 or AACT@ctps.org.


