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ARGEO PAUL CELLUCCI 

The 69th Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the 
United States Ambassador to Canada, Paul Cellucci lived an impressive 
and inspiring life of service. 

A natural politician who never lost an election, Governor Cellucci's 
commitment to empowering and improving the lives of others remained 
resolute long after he left official office. In recent years, Cellucci brought his 
immense talents from that lifetime of public service to bear on generating 
support for medical research aimed at understanding amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) and ultimately finding a cure. 

In the months following his own diagnosis with ALS, Governor Cellucci 
recognized the novel research being conducted by his physician, Robert H. 
Brown, Jr., DPhil, MD, at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. 
Having signed legislation as Governor that played a fundamental role in 
transforming the Commonwealth's only public medical school into a 
world-renowned research institute, Cellucci instantly committed himself 
to helping UMass unlock ALS. In launching the UMass ALS Champion 

Fund, Cellucci set out on a fundraising initiative which he called 'his final 
campaign'. In the days before his passing, Cellucci continued to work 
aggressively on behalf of the Champion Fund, which to date has raised 
more than $1.7 million, money that gives UMass Medical School scientists 
rare flexibility to aggressively pursue new research into the causes of and 
cures for the disease. 

Such commitment and dedication to service and community were 
hallmarks of the Governor's life. Following graduation from Boston 
College in 1970, where he joined the Reserve Officers Training Corps, 
Cellucci began his career of community and public service as a member of 
the Hudson, Massachusetts Charter Commission. A year later he was 
elected to the Hudson Board of Selectmen, all while balancing his studies 
at Boston College Law School and service in the Army Reserves. In 1976, 
Cellucci was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives, where 
he served until 1984, when he began three terms in the state senate. He also 
maintained an active law practice. 



Cellucci was elected as Governor William Weld's Lieutenant Governor in 
1990 and was sworn in as Governor to complete the remainder of Weld's 
term of office in 1997. He was elected Governor in his own right in 1998. 
A strong advocate for smaller government and lower taxes, Cellucci 
proposed a reduction in the state income tax rate on his first day in office. 
He was a leader in education reform, health care access, the fight against 
domestic violence and cutting taxes. 

In 2001, President George W. Bush named Cellucci Ambassador to Canada. 
In his role as ambassador, he strengthened the trading relationship between 
the United States and Canada, expedited border crossings for commercial 
and passenge~ vehicles, continued the integration of the North American 
energy market, and helped resolve trade disputes. These responsibilities 
were particularly challenging following the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks, when homeland security became every ambassador's priority. 

When Cellucci left his post in Ottawa, he worked on u.S.-Canada initiatives 
that continued to strengthen the economies of these two nations, the 
largest bilateral economic relationship in the world. Governor Cellucci 
joined the government relations consulting group ML Strategies in March 
of 2013, following his longtime political ally, Governor Weld, into the firm. 
At the time of his passing, Cellucci was working on developing Canadian 
energy clients for the company. 

Through all of his life, the common threads of service and community 
were interwoven with his deep love and engagement with his family, 
especially his wife, Jan, his daughters Anne and Kate and his four beloved 
grandchildren, Rhys, Gabriel, Francesca, and Lucia. 

Governor Cellucci refused to allow his challenging diagnosis to dim his 
spirit. Instead, he chose to devote precious time and energy to use his 
illness to raise awareness, galvanize action and spread hope. By making the 
UMass ALS Champion Fund his priority, Cellucci encouraged others to 
support critically important research. In doing so, Governor Cellucci drew 
enormous satisfaction from knowing that his efforts would change the 
course of history of a devastating disease and give tomorrow's patients the 
gift of more good days. 



U MASS ALS FUNDING ALS 
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ABOUT THE UMASS ALS CHAMPION FUND 

"J am proud to continue my career in public service by leading the UMass ALS 

Champion Fund. A champion helps to deliver great victories, and Dr. Robert 

Brown is a true champion of ALS research. But victories are a team effort. 

Dr. Brown and his colleagues at UMass Medical School need our support." 

- Governor Paul Cellucci 
Fenway Park, May, 2011 

In recognition of the critical need for new treatments for amyotrophic lateral . 
sclerosis (ALS), the UMass ALS Champion Fund is a movement to drive awareness 
and funding for the ALS breakthroughs happening at the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School and in the laboratory of Robert H. Brown, Jr., DPhil, MD, one of 
the world's leading ALS researchers. 

The Champion Fund aims to help Dr. Brown and his colleagues pursue ALS 
research leads and breakthroughs right now that might otherwise take years to 
attract funding from traditional sources. As a result, the Champion Fund will make 
researchers at UMass Medical School better prepared to "seize the moment" when 
highly promising ALS discoveries are made. 

Governor Cellucci joined Dr. Brown and UMass Medical School in launching the 
fund shortly after announcing in 2011 that he was living with ALS. News of 
Cellucci's diagnosis sparked an outpouring of support from friends and colleagues 
across the Commonwealth and the country, including fellow former governors 
and other elected officials. 

Dr. Brown is widely recognized as a pioneer in neurodegenerative disease research 
and for 30 years has dedicated his career to unlocking the mysteries of ALS. There 
is currently no treatment to stop or reverse ALS. Brown has been a leading vision
ary for ALS treatment and part of nearly every fundamental ALS breakthrough to 
date, including the identification of mutations in a gene that is responsible for the 
rare, familial form of the disease. Brown's work has opened a window into ALS 
that has drastically changed the research landscape and provided patients and 
loved ones touched by ALS with something very rare: hope. 

Now is the time. There is hope. But, victories are a team effort. We invite you, in 
Governor Cellucci's memory, to join this cause and become a champion in the 
fight against ALS. 

UMassALS.com 



A MONUMENTAL STRUGGLE OF GOOD VERSUS EVIL 

UpOll assllmillg the United States Ambassador's post in Ottawa ill 2001, Paul Cellllcci collid 
hlllle Ilellff imagined tIle shock that wOllld SOOIl engulf the world all the II/oming a/September 
11th. ill those terrible first hOllrs, Ambassador Cellllcci was challellged. And he respollded 
illstincti)'e1y alld impressively. III cooperatioll with his friend and colleague, Canadian Prime 
flifinister jeall Chretien, alld ill close coordination with the White HOllse, Amimsslldor Cellllcci 
played a pivotal role in lalldillg hUlldreds of diverted aircraft at airports across the Canadian 
provillces. The willinglless of the Calladiall govcmment to assist hill/ in clearing Americall 
airspace at a momellt of national crisis demonstrated the country's resolve to stand with the 
Ullited States at one of its darkest hOllrs. That sellse of solidarity swelled magllijicently ill the 
following da),s. On Septel7lber 14,200 I, Callada observed a National Day of Mouming for the 
victims of 9/11 . On Parliall/ellt Hill, Ambassador alld Mrs. Cellucci joined dignitaries for {/ 
cerell/ollY that lVas expected to dralV a crolVd of 10,000. Tell times that nllrllber of Cmllldians 
filled the streets .. Inspired by the sight, Ambassador Cellllcci, withollt notes, stepped to the 
podillm llnd delivered the follolVillg address. 

Mister Prime Minister, thank you for your very strong words. These have been 
tough, tough days for the United States of America and on behalf of President 
Bush and the people of the United States, I want to thank the Governor General, 
the Prime Minister and his government and the people of Canada for your 
overwhelming support and sympathy. 

From accepting and aiding over 25,000 diverted air passengers, to the increased 
security and protection at our embassy and consulates, to your support at NATO, 
to the offers, extraordinary offers, of assistance to New York City and Washington 
D.C., to the countless notes of condolence, cards from young children, the flowers 
and the candles left at our embassy and our consulates across Canada, to this 
amazing and overwhelming support today here at the capital, you truly are our 
closest friend. 

We will need your continued support and help in the days and the weeks and 
the months ahead. The United States and Canada are free and open societies, 
democracies that respect individual liberty and human rights, and our way of life 
will be maintained. 

The United States and Canada and the freedom loving nations of this world will 
win this war against terrorism. 

And as President Bush has stated, this is a monumental struggle of good versus 
evil, but good will prevail. 

The United States and Canada, who have an extraordinary friendship, an 
extraordinary partnership, an extraordinary history of working together, in these 
past few days have reminded me, and I know every single citizen of the United 
States, of what a great friend we have. Thank you. 
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