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GOVERNOR PATRICK JOINS QUEBEC LIFE 
SCIENCES INDUSTRY LEADERS FOR DISCUSSION 
ON PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 
 
MONTREAL – Thursday, October 10, 2013 – As part of the Massachusetts-Canada 
Innovation Partnership Mission, Governor Deval Patrick today joined Pierre Duchesne, 
Quebec’s Minister of Higher Education, Research, Science and Technology, and 
leaders from the life sciences industry in Montreal and Massachusetts for a panel 
discussion about public-private partnerships and other models of collaboration to 
stimulate continued growth in the life sciences. Under Governor Patrick’s leadership, 
Massachusetts has emerged as a leader in the life sciences industry.  
  
“In Massachusetts we invest in the life sciences because we are choosing to shape our 
own future,” said Governor Patrick. “Collaborating with Canada will helps us develop the 
partnerships in the innovation industries, like the life sciences, where we already have 
an advantage.”  
 
The life sciences industry is strong and growing in Canada. Life sciences companies 
account for roughly $82 billion in economic activity – more than 7 percent of Canada’s 
GDP – and employ more than 400,000 people nationally. The Canadian government 
recently announced that it will bolster the biotechnology sector with $385 million to 
support the creation of a new, large-scale venture capital fund. Additionally, the 
Industrial Research Program will be doubled to $106 million annually.  
 
At the BIO 2013 International Convention in Chicago, the Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Center (MLSC) collaborated with Quebec and three other partner geographies to launch 
the International Collaborative Industry Program (ICIP). Through this new program, 
funding will be awarded to support winning projects demonstrating innovative and 
collaborative research and development in Massachusetts and in the partnering 
regions. During this inaugural round of ICIP, the MLSC will award a total of up to $1.5 
million to winning Massachusetts companies. Grants will range from a minimum of 
$100,000 to a maximum of $500,000, and companies will match the funding that MLSC 
provides. The international agency will fund their local company winners. Awardees are 
expected in March 2014.  
 
Through the MLSC, the Commonwealth is investing $1 billion over 10 years in the 
growth of the state’s life sciences supercluster. These investments are being made 
under the Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative, passed by the state Legislature and 



signed into law by Governor Patrick in 2008. According to a Boston Foundation report 
released in March, the Patrick Administration’s investments in the life sciences sector 
are making a measurable impact on job creation and spurring economic growth across 
the Commonwealth. The report also encouraged continued funding of the Life Sciences 
Initiative, as life sciences employment growth in Massachusetts has outpaced the nation 
two-to-one, and life sciences is the fastest-growing sector in the state.  
 
“Today, no one country or region can develop the next generation of drugs and medical 
devices needed to solve our global health challenges,” said Dr. Susan Windham-
Bannister, President of the MLSC. “In Massachusetts we believe that the life sciences 
breakthroughs of tomorrow will be grounded in new models of international 
collaboration. Our goal for this mission is to foster greater collaboration between 
Massachusetts and the outstanding life sciences communities in Canada.” 
 
Today’s event brought together representatives from government, academia and 
industry. The panelists discussed how to best support and grow a strong life sciences 
ecosystem in both Montreal and Massachusetts and included Dr. Windham-Bannister, 
Massachusetts Biotechnology Council President and CEO Robert Coughlin, President 
and Founder of LabCentral and Cambridge BioLabs Johannes Fruehauf, President and 
CEO of the Quebec Consortium for Drug Discovery Diane Gosselin, Research Fund of 
Quebec Health Scientific Director Renaldo Basista and Teralis Venture Partner M. 
Cedric Bisson.  
 
From October 8-11, Governor Patrick is leading a delegation of the Commonwealth’s 
government leaders on the Massachusetts-Canada Innovation Partnership Mission to 
strengthen the state’s partnership with Canada and expand opportunities between the 
two for economic development and job creation in the clean-tech, innovation, digital 
health, financial services, digital gaming, life sciences and academic sectors. Canada is 
the Commonwealth’s largest export partner. Last year, Massachusetts exported 
approximately $3.5 billion in goods and services to Canada, and the two-way exchange 
was $11.1 billion.  
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