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Inbox
Afro-Amazing

I read with great interest John Sippel’s 
outstanding feature story on the 
40th anniversary of the W. E. B. Du 
Bois Department of Afro-American 
Studies (“Ain’t No Stoppin’ Us Now,” 
Fall 2010). It brought back pleasant 
memories of days spent—and meals 
enjoyed—at the New Africa House in 
the late 1970s and early ’80s. I fondly 
recall freely improvised lectures from 
giants of American jazz like Archie 
Shepp, Marion Brown, and Max Roach. 
But mostly I recall classes I took with 
Professor John Bracey on nationalism, 
imperialism, colonialism, and self-
determination.

I am an Irish-American of blue-
collar descent and in the years since 
graduation I have traveled far from my 
Worcester, Mass., roots, but nowhere 
have I come upon a more compelling 
educator than Professor Bracey. He 
challenged and provoked me but 
he also made me laugh and, most 
importantly, think. It is fashionable 
these days to say that “the world is flat,” 
but in my experience it is contoured, 
nuanced, and multi-dimensional. 
I had my first real exposure to that 
topography as a student at the New 
Africa House with John Bracey and 
his colleagues. I am happy to see the 
department turn 40 and look forward 
to its 50th anniversary. Thanks for the 
memories. Long may they run.

Bruce Riordan ’82 
Senior Counsel to the U.S. Attorney 

Department of Justice 
Los Angeles, Calif.

In 1973 I became the second graduate 
from the Du Bois department (Imani 
Kazana was first in 1972; Orrie West 
and I came next). I was a student 
representative at many of the earliest 
departmental and Five College black 
studies organizational meetings and 
pride myself on having provided the 
administrative support on which the 
department’s foundation was built. 
(The article did get one thing wrong: I 
am neither a physician, a lawyer, nor a 
director of a black culture center, nor is 
Imani.)

While Professor Thelwell rightly 
credits and praises the proper timing 
and rational thinking of university 
administrators with making the 

creation of the department possible, 
my recollection is that it was he and a 
team of black faculty members who 
fought brilliantly and successfully 
to convince relatively traditional 
academicians that black people could 
and should define and teach our past 
and present and determine how best 
to prepare students for their futures, 
and that Afro-American history and 
culture were sufficiently significant 
and multidisciplinary to warrant 
departmental status. The team’s strategy 
and tactics emerged through tough 
internal debates among those who were 
carefully and strategically leading the 
creation of a progressive department 
within a traditional university, those 
who thought success would require 
more acquiescence, and those who 
demanded that the department be 
revolutionary from the start. Professor 
Thelwell attracted a team of faculty 
members who represented the brightest 
and best of civil rights movement 
strategists, architects, organizers, 
and activists, as well as progressive 
historians, writers, intellectuals, and 
scholars in black history and culture. I 
also would like to note that Professor 
Acklyn Lynch created the Institute for 
Pan-African Culture, which drew the 
world-renowned musicians and visual 
and performing artists named in the 
article.

Thanks for a substantive story, one 
that took this alum back to a defining 
period in my development.

Ingrid D. White ’73 
Detroit, Mich.

During my senior year, 1970–71, 
I completed two outstanding 
Afro-American courses. I had the 
opportunity to write a 72-page paper, 
“Today’s Black Athletes,” for Dr. 
Johnnetta Cole. For it I interviewed 
campus black athletes Julius Erving 
(basketball), Craig Lovell (football and 
rugby), Pierre Marchando (football), 
Tony Pendleton (track), and Al Skinner 
(basketball), as well as Ray Wilson, the 
black assistant baseball and basketball 
coach. Several years ago Dr. Cole, Julius 
Erving, and Al Skinner signed “Today’s 
Black Athletes” prior to its donation to 
the African American Collection at the 
W. E. B. Du Bois Library.

After 40 years I remain most 
impressed by the high quality of those 
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courses offered by a department in its 
infancy. I wish the Du Bois department 
continued success as the best African 
American department in the United 
States. 

Steve Bugden ’71 
Portland, Maine 

As a long-term member of the UMass 
Amherst community, I well remember 
the excitement the department’s 
founding generated. And as dean of the 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts 
when the Du Bois doctoral program 
was approved by the board of trustees, 
I am proud to have participated in 
some small way in the department’s 
development.

John Sippel told the department’s 
story with grace and eloquence. I salute 
the hard work that went into gathering 
material from so many perspectives, 
temporal as well as personal. His 
lively, complex essay on a unique and 
important part of the history of UMass 
Amherst truly serves the institution and 
does credit to it.

Lee R. Edwards 
Professor Emerita of English 

Amherst, Mass. 

We were intrigued to read about the 
department’s founding, spearheaded 
by a group of committed and creative 
activist/academics coming out of 
the civil rights movement, and to 
learn of the “reasonable, decent, and 
admirable” administrators whose 
vision for the university included such 
a progressive endeavor. We hope that 
the university will continue to support 
such innovative programs and provide 
a culture that allows departments like 
this to flourish.

Richard Brunswick ’01G 
Deborah Schifter ’84G, ’86PhD 

Northampton, Mass.

I was fortunate enough to have four 
of the Du Bois department’s founding 
principals—Bernard Bell, the Terrys, 
and Mike Thelwell—in my graduate 
classes in the English department in the 
’60s and early ’70s. And I was president 
of the faculty union (MSP/MTA) after 
our first contract was won, when the 
great John Bracey was its indomitable 
vice president and Johnnetta Cole 
served on our first board. It is not false 
modesty to say that I undoubtedly 
learned more from all of them than 

they from me, and continue to do so.
I hope the magazine will continue 

its good work. There is much to be 
proud of in our university’s past and we 
should not let its institutional history 
disappear down the memory hole. 

Jules Chametzky 
Professor Emeritus of English 

Amherst, Mass.

The article drew me back to that 
time and the founding of what was 
initially named the Committee for the 
Collegiate Education of Negro Students. 
It was either the end of my junior or 
start of my senior year when I requested 
that the effort at recruiting students 
of color be extended beyond Boston 
and Springfield to my hometown, New 
Bedford. I knew then that, despite our 
different skin colors, we all shared the 
same gray matter. Four decades later we 
share a few gray hairs as well.

J. Mark Treadup ’69 
New Bedford, Mass. 

I was but five years old when the Du 
Bois department was founded at New 
Africa House. My father, Michael Best, 
taught in the Economics department 

Submit a letter to the editor



Please send your letters to:  
psullivan@admin.umass.edu.

“If I’d known I would 
become the oldest 
living graduate, I’d 
have studied harder!” 
Emil Corwin ’25, at age 107-1/2, enjoyed 
reading his interview in our Spring 2010 
issue. He passed away on March 15, 2011.

at that time and my mother, Zoe 
Anglesey, made sure her four daughters 
stood with her on the front lines of 
the political scene, wherever it was. I 
remember often walking up those steep 
stairs and thinking there were many 
important things going on inside. And 
oh, I remember the sweet, yummy 
smells coming from Yvonne’s kitchen 
downstairs, where we all ate delicious 
rice, beans, greens, and spicy chicken to 
our hearts’ content! It was a joyous time. 

I remember being in absolute awe 
of the smiling faces I saw at the New 
Africa House. Oh, we had dancers 
and drummers and singers and poets. 
We had beautiful musicians, artists, 
and revolutionaries, and intellectuals, 
writers, teachers, and students. The 
article’s photographs had me giggling 
because they document the period’s 
striking vibrancy. 

By the 1980s and early ’90s I was old 
enough to attend classes at New Africa 
House. I read Langston Hughes, Zora 
Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, Claude 
McKay and others in Cynthia Packard’s 
“Literature of the Harlem Renaissance.” 
I studied Scott Joplin and ragtime and 
Bessie Smith and the blues with Archie 
Shepp. Bob Wolff had us reading his 
esteemed colleague Chinua Achebe’s 
work, and in Ekwueme Michael 
Thelwell’s “History of the Civil Rights 
Movement” I learned the true meaning 
of the word “movement.”

Thank you, thank you, thank you 
to Eugene and Esther Terry, Ekwueme 
Michael Thelwell, Bernard Bell, and 
others too numerous to mention.

Shavahn Best ’97 
Amherst, Mass.

Just a quick note to endorse, celebrate, 
and support the Afro-Am department. 
The classes I took there could not be 
beat and produced some of my best 
classroom memories.

David B. Panagore ’87 
Chief Operating Officer 
City of Hartford, Conn.

Happy Disc-overy

Page 10 of your fall issue included a 
photo of an illuminated flying disc 
tracing light trails through the campus’s 
henge garden. It was a Flashflight LED 

light-up flying disc, invented by a 
UMass alumnus—me. What were the 
odds of seeing my bread-and-butter 
product of the last eight years featured 
in my own alumni magazine?

Jeff Scott ’92 
Crested Butte, Colo.

Coyote Ugly?

I was delighted when I started to 
read “Pack Mentality” (Fall 2010). It 
immediately brought me back to my 
first semester at UMass, when the 
university magazine published a profile 
of three graduate students using radio 
telemetry to study bobcats, black bears, 
and wild turkeys. I too would eventually 
become a graduate student and use 
radio telemetry to study newborn 
white-tailed deer fawns (talk about cute 
animals!). However, as I read on, the 
entire article became a disappointment.

When I started this type of research, 
fellow graduate students and my 
advisors gave me some fundamentally 
sound instruction. When biologists 
“instrument” wild animals with a radio 
collar, those animals do not become 
their possessions or pets; wild animals 
are held in the public trust and owned 
by no individual. They are managed 
by state and federal natural-resource 
agencies for the benefit of present and 
future generations. Most studies of 
this type are funded by these agencies 
to learn more about these animals 
because we all want the best scientific 
information to support decisions that 
ensure sustainable populations.

UMass has produced many fisheries 
and wildlife biologists who are 
passionate about the animals we study 
and manage. Some have gone on to 
become officers and other prominent 
members of The Wildlife Society, the 
scientific organization representing 
wildlife professionals worldwide.

Many fisheries and wildlife alumni 
are hard at work at MassWildlife or 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
protecting and conserving these 
valuable natural resources. “Pack 
Mentality” gave me the impression 
that these agencies (and zoos 
and universities) are staffed with 
bureaucratic dolts. I think the article 
did a disservice to these many alumni. 

The article from the mid-’80s fueled my 
interest to learn more. The recent article 
came across as a lot of whining from 
someone whose personal hobby may 
not be in the best interest of the public 
trust or the wildlife resource.

Thomas Decker ’86, ’91G 
Certified Wildlife Biologist 

Saint Johnsbury, Vt.

Two in One

The first of your fall issue’s letters 
caught my eye with the second 
paragraph starting, “My years were 
from 1962 through 1966 ….” “Hey,” 
thinks I, “the guy was there when I was.” 
Indeed, the guy turned out to be my 
friend Pete Goodman, whom I only 
met many years after we left UMass 
through our shared passion for the 
work of Patrick O’Brian, the great teller 
of nautical tales.

A bit later, in the obituaries column, 
I spotted the name of Milt Morin. 
Milt played tight end on the winning 
football teams from my time and 
went on to a ten-year career with the 
Cleveland Browns. At UMass, the only 
evidence of his pro-football status was 
the E-type Jaguar convertible parked 
outside his dorm.

Charley Seavey ’67 
Santa Fe, N.M.

Submit a letter to the editor



New and Different

AN EXHIBITION OF work by South African photographer David Goldblatt  
  marked the official February reopening of the former University Gallery as 

the University Museum of Contemporary Art. The facility had been closed since the 
summer of 2010 for upgrades to heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems 
and the enhancement of the entrance.

In addition to those improvements the museum now offers a redesigned storage/
study room with new storage units and study tables where faculty, students, and 
outside researchers may view by appointment items from the permanent collection. 
These 2,700 works on paper—drawings, photographs, and prints dating from the 
1960s to the present day—represent all major movements within contemporary art. 

To Museum Director Loretta Yarlow (pictured above), the new name is as 
important as the new facilities and is entirely appropriate. For 35 years, she says, 
“University Gallery” has been a misnomer in that there are several other galleries 
on campus, each with its own mandate. “But we are the museum, the keeper of 
the university’s collection, and the only one for the entire university system. And 
ours is contemporary art—all pieces are by artists of our time, both nationally and 
internationally known.”

The museum will continue to be a resource for campus departments and 
programs, and not just for art and art history. Collaborations are common with 
history, political science, journalism, creative writing, landscape architecture, and 
even science departments. A music professor recently had students compose a piece 
based on a work of art; the results are posted on the museum website.

— Helen Wise
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ROBERT L. CARET, president  
 of Towson University, a 

21,000-student public university in 
Maryland, will succeed retiring UMass 
President Jack M. Wilson in June as 
head of the five-campus University of 
Massachusetts system. While rising 
through the ranks of academia, Caret 
served as a professor, dean, executive 
vice president, and provost at Towson 
University. He left the East Coast for the 
presidency of San Jose State University 
in California in 1995 and returned to 
Towson as its leader in 2003.

Under his tenure at Towson, the 
graduation rates of black and Hispanic 
students rose to the same level as that 
of their white classmates. In San Jose, 
Caret spearheaded the creation of an 
innovative partnership with the city 
and private industry to build one of the 
largest libraries west of the Mississippi.

Students made wax writing tablets as part of their recreation  
of a medieval classroom in Jen Adams’s seminar, “Getting  
Medieval: University Life in the Middle Ages.”

A native of Biddeford, Maine, Caret 
was the first in his family to attend 
college. He earned his PhD in organic 
chemistry from the University of New 
Hampshire in 1974 and his Bachelor 
of Science degree in chemistry and 
mathematics from Suffolk University 
in 1969. His honorary degrees include 
a Doctor of Humane Letters from San 
Jose State University (2004) and from 
National Hispanic University (1997) 
and a Doctor of Science degree from 
Suffolk University (1996).

One of Caret’s priorities will be 
to persuade legislators and others of 
the importance of having a strong, 
affordable public university. “You want 
to have a public option people choose 
to go to, and we have to put high quality 
into it,’’ he told reporters. “My role is to 
get public policy set up appropriately, 
get the resources our chancellors need, 
and get out of their way.’’

What’s the Big Idea?

THEY’VE LONG BEEN a feature at some Ivy League 
schools and now they’re proving popular in their second 

year at UMass Amherst. Current and emeriti faculty, the 
chancellor, and the graduate dean are all pitching in to 
conduct one-credit first-year seminars offered in the fall and 
spring semesters.

Some seminars start with a question or two. In philosophy: 
Do we create ourselves or are we just products of our 
environment? In classics: What is a hero? Is it the same for 
all cultures and times? In history (not entomology): What 
do insects tell us about ourselves? In English: How and what 
did students learn in the Middle Ages? In linguistics: What 
happens when a child is raised by animals or in extreme 
isolation? 

Others promise explorations of fascinating topics: 
12 diseases that changed the world; the evolution of 
Massachusetts cities; the role of microbes (“they run the 
world”); educating America’s youngest children; the brain and 
how we think and perceive the world; civil liberties issues as 
seen through Supreme Court decisions. Art, music, literature 
(including “Bad Shakespeare?”), Nietzsche’s philosophy, food 
science, arsenic, water resources, conservation, hormones—
the choices are dizzying.

Not mandatory but highly recommended, the seminars 
offer first-year students a chance to share ideas and develop 
close relationships with faculty and peers. It’s a good way to 
ease into college life, learn the ins and outs of the campus, and 
participate in a class of no more than 30 students.

— HW
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Up and Coming

THE NEWEST BUILDING on campus opened in 
February: the UMass Police Station (right) near Tillson 

Farm, which includes an emergency operations center. 
Elsewhere on campus, construction under way includes 
the New Laboratory Sciences Building, next door to the 
Integrated Sciences Building. Its north wing will be ready for 
science by fall 2012.

Meanwhile, the campus has announced two other major 
projects. Commonwealth Honors College will have a home 
of its own in a $182-million residential and teaching complex 
on the east side of Commonwealth Avenue. The facility—
including 1,500 beds, nine classrooms, and faculty residences, 
along with space for gathering, advising, and program 

Time Out of Mind

IF YOU’RE BOUND for the Grand Canyon, be sure to check 
out the new nearly three-mile (4.6 km) Trail of Time, a 

paved, handicapped-accessible route on the park’s popular 
South Rim designed for the majority of visitors who don’t 
plan to hike into the canyon itself.

Geosciences Professor Michael L. Williams served as co-
director during the trail’s eight-year development, along with 
colleagues from the University of New Mexico, Arizona State 
University, and the National Park Service. Their effort capped 
a dream of helping the public grasp the vastness of 

“geologic time.” 
Bronze markers at one-meter 

intervals along the route each 
represent one million years of 
Earth’s history. The first six 
encompass the carving of 

the Grand Canyon by 
the Colorado River. 

(A second trail, 
focusing on the 
significance of 
one million years, 
includes smaller 

intervals of time marked in places with key events in human 
history.) Kiosks and plaques provide background and are 
supplemented with large rock samples. 

Visitors walk through the vastness of geologic time—a 
mind-boggling 4.65 billion years, about half of which 
has left its mark in the Grand Canyon’s rock formations. 
Along the way, pipe telescopes pointed at distant stratified 
rock formations align with trailside samples and related 
information. The rock samples, brought out by raft and 
helicopter, are proving particularly popular. The second half 
of the trail covers pre-canyon time using interpretive panels 
and maps. 

Since opening in October, the trail has proved a great 
success. For Williams, who did his graduate work in the 
Southwest, the trail conveys some of that “awe-inspiring 

experience of great age and of literally touching ancient earth 
and geologic history.” 

The project was funded by a $2.5 million grant from the 
Informal Science Education Program of the National Science 
Foundation. Park Service officials may use the trail as a 
prototype for similar displays elsewhere in the parks system.

— HW
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administration—will open in fall 2013.
A classroom building with 1,800 seats for programs including 

communication, journalism, and linguistics will be built north 
of Campus Pond and is targeted for January 2014 completion. A 
Massachusetts higher education bond bill will fund $65 million of 
its $85 million cost. 



Around the Pond

Jazz Explicator  
Extraordinaire

WHEN BILLY TAYLOR ’75EdD, ’86H died late last 
year, jazz lost its most devoted, genial, and articulate 

proselytizer. No other jazzman combined such virtuosity with 
so great a gift for explicating the music’s charms and depths, 
whether to lay audiences or advanced students. No one else so 
nimbly avoided either dumbing down the subject or lapsing 
into didacticism. 

Taylor, whose 89 years spanned most of jazz history, 
tirelessly honored his elders, celebrated his peers, and lent an 
encouraging ear to whatever was new. He worked all his life 
to show that while jazz’s origins may have been lowdown, its 
richness and profundity made it what Taylor was the first to 
call “America’s Classical Music.”

Taylor’s piano style, incubated by the buoyancy of swing 
and honed by the rhythmic and harmonic rigors of bebop, 
was, like all great jazz, distinctive and ever-evolving. On stage, 
in a club, or in the classroom, he conveyed joy in performing. 

That capacity for joy did much to make Taylor the 
extraordinary teacher he was. It shows handsomely in a clip 
from a 1958 television series, The Subject is Jazz. With no 
forewarning, Taylor’s septet is challenged to perform “Three 
Blind Mice.” They briefly confer to determine such essentials 
as key, tempo, and solo sequence, then set off on the merriest 
race those three rodents ever ran. The band’s pleasure in the 
exercise is palpable, and even a viewer dropped from another 
planet and never having heard of jazz couldn’t help but sense 
its essence and allure. (See for yourself on YouTube.)

Taylor shared his passion for jazz in many other media 
outlets, including The David Frost Show, CBS Sunday Morning, 
and a long series of programs for National Public Radio. He 
created the Jazzmobile program to bring free, live jazz to city 
streets. And, of course, he taught at a number of institutions, 
but his ties to UMass Amherst were long and deep. He earned 
his doctorate in musical education on campus in 1975. In 
1982, with his friends and fellow faculty members Max Roach 
and Frederick Tillis, he helped found the annual Jazz in July 
festivals, with their mix of master classes, performance, and 
mentoring; the programs have since drawn well over 1,500 

participants. Taylor was named Wilmer D. Barrett Professor of 
Music at UMass Amherst in 1987.

After receiving his EdD he made no secret of his pleasure 
in being called “Dr. Billy Taylor,” and his innumerable friends 
and admirers were happy to oblige him. UMass Amherst can 
forever take pleasure in having bestowed that title on him, and 
pride in and gratitude for the encouragement he lavished on 
campus musicians over the years.

—John Sippel

The Band Played On

LINDA (PAUL) HANNUM ’82 conducted the Minuteman 
  alumni band–900 strong–which played at Homecoming 

2010 in memory of the much-loved band director and music 
professor George N. Parks, who died in September. Hannum, 
one of several speakers at a memorial service in the Mullins 
Center, told a crowd of about 2,000 that a good leader moves 
people to believe in leadership, but a great leader like Parks 
inspires people to believe in themselves.  The band’s new 
campus home, the George N. Parks Minuteman Marching 
Band Building, is near completion.JO
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Five Years of Clubbing 

F. Michael DiGiano ’71, ’73; 
Christine DiGiano; Clayton 
Turnbull, UMass Boston ’82

Mark Pelletier ’83 

UMass Club Founding Board of 
Governors: Emmet Hayes ’90, 
President Jack Wilson,  
Marian Heard ’76, John Fish,  
Bob Goodhue ’70, ’80

Linda Meyers ’74 (standing);  
Donna Sokol ’75 (bottom left); 
Peggy Burns ’77

Pam Drouin,  
Gary Thurston,  
Maria Furman,  
UMass Dartmouth ’76 

Elise and  
Jeffrey Caputi ’97

The view from the top

Membership Director 
Cheryl Hoffman ’06

The University of Massachusetts Club 
threw itself an autumn birthday bash 

to celebrate five years of hosting UMass 
alumni, faculty, staff, and friends in the club’s 
comfortable quarters in Boston’s Financial 
District. Outgoing University of Mass-
achusetts President Jack Wilson joined the 
party, along with many of the club’s founding 
members and board members.

Since 2005, alumni and other members 
have enjoyed the club’s spacious meeting 
rooms, dining rooms, and lounge on the 
33rd floor of 225 Franklin Street. The aerie 
serves as an office, a home away from home, 
and a social center. 

David Barbato ’94 and Cheryl Barbato 
’93, whose company, Talent Retriever, is 
based in Andover, Mass., call themselves 
the club’s heaviest users. “We might spend 
the entire day here, having coffee, taking 
meetings, eating lunch, and working on the 
computer,” says David.

Barbara-Ann Yates ’77 frequents 225 
Franklin for speakers and social events, 
including reunions of fellow UMass Amherst 
biology majors. “It’s more than a club, it’s 
home,” she says.

At the party, UMass Club Membership 
Director Cheryl Hoffman ’06 reveled in the 
Boston sunset and friendly folks. “To me, 
this place has a UMass feel,” she said. “The 
members reach out their hands to you.”  For 
more information: umassclub.com.
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Morrill Mural  
Boosts Morale 

TONY MORSE (center), research 
professor of petrology, won the naming 

contest for the new Life & Earth Café in 
Morrill II. The café is part of refreshed space 
for the biology and geosciences departments. 
Renovations also included a student lounge 
and College of Natural Sciences advising 
offices. Students, faculty, and staff created 
educational displays for and polished up 
the Morrill II lobby, while art students 
brightened a stairwell with murals.

Three Years and You’re Out

THIS PAST FALL, first-year UMass Amherst students 
began having the option of a three-year undergraduate 

degree program in economics and sociology to accompany 
a long-standing equivalent in the B.A. (nonperformance 
degree) in music. The departments have developed ideal plans 
of study with appropriately sequenced courses and specialized 
advising.

“It’s our obligation to explore new alternatives for students, 
especially in times of financial distress,” explains Chancellor 
Robert Holub, adding that the accelerated degree programs, 
while rigorous, have obvious financial benefits. 

Suitable candidates enter with a number of Advanced 
Placement (AP) credits from high school, shoulder at least a 
full load of courses each semester, and take classes during at 
least one summer. Most UMass Amherst degrees require 120 
credits or 15 per semester during four years of study. Paths 
to speedier graduation vary. For example, a student with 12 
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AP credits could average 16 credits per semester and earn 
12 credits in summer sessions. More AP credits and a higher 
academic-year course load reduce the need for summer credits.

Most students now take summer courses online, making 
it possible for them to save money by living at home and 
perhaps also taking a job. A Massachusetts resident now pays 
$20,546 per academic year for tuition, room and board. By 
contrast, 12 credits of summer instruction total $4,236.

“This is an outstanding option designed for students 
very focused on their goals and studies,” says Provost James 
Staros. He tallies the benefits: students save considerable sums 
of money, and can get a head start on their careers, spend 
more time preparing for graduate school, or take a year off to 
travel—all with their savings in hand.

Plans call for additional options in linguistics, dance, and 
Spanish.

— HW



Hometown Hoopster

STAR MINUTEMAN FORWARD Anthony Gurley ’11,  
  the team’s leading scorer, has an aggressive game made 

in Boston. He grew up in Roxbury and started playing at 
the Roxbury Y and for the BNBL (Boston Neighborhood 
Basketball League) at community centers, including Madison 
Park and Tobin Community Center. He also perfected his 
moves in tournaments and leagues in Washington Park.

Gurley returned to his hometown parquet in December 
when UMass faced Boston College in the TD Garden. He 
scored 22 points in that game and made his 1,000th point for 
the Minutemen on New Year’s Eve.

On growing up: “I was always trying to find a place to play 
basketball, whether it was in the gym or outside on the courts. 
I just always loved the game. Basketball was my way of staying 
out of trouble.”

On streetball: “I stopped playing outside when I was 17 
to preserve my knees, but when I go home I usually play 
basketball at the Madison Park Community Center in 
Roxbury.”

Favorite Boston restaurant: Maggiano’s downtown.
Favorite neighborhood to visit: Newbury Street.
On the TD Garden: “I like the atmosphere. I feel very 

comfortable playing on the NBA floor. It just feels like home 
and I belong there.”

On his home team: “I was a huge Celtics fan growing up 
(especially of Antoine Walker and Paul Pierce) and still am.”

Sports Minutes
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LLChampagne Floats Her Boat

THE ROWING TEAM dedicated racing shells 
to champion alumni rowers Michelle 

Whitcomb-Borkhuis ’96 and Wendy Wilbur 
’95, ’97G at a Minutemen basketball game. At 
right, Chancellor Robert C. Holub and Athletic 
Director John McCutcheon watch Whitcomb-
Borkhuis christen her shell. Luckily, the new shells 
were not among the 13 boats destroyed when 
heavy snow collapsed the roof of an off-
campus storage structure in February. 
Rowing Coach Jim Dietz hopes the 
accident will spur construction of a 
boathouse. 



Science Notebook

UMass Amherst expertise helped 
ready Robonaut 2, known as R2, 
for a space mission.

A Robot’s Uncle

WHEN THE SPACE shuttle Discovery lifted off on its final 
mission in February, R2, a robot with UMass Amherst 

ancestry, was aboard and programmed to lend a nimble hand 
in the International Space Station.

“Many robots have gone into space, but R2 has by far the 
most sophisticated manipulation abilities,” says Rob Platt ’05G, 
’06PhD. From 2006 to 2009, Platt was a researcher at NASA, 
where he led a team of scientists and engineers in developing 
R2’s control systems and autonomous capabilities. The robot is 
stronger, more dexterous, and more versatile than other space-
bots. “Few robots have hands as human-like as R2’s,” says Platt. 
“It has enormous potential to perform useful and sometimes 
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dangerous work, such as repairs and maintenance, in space.”
As grad students, Platt and Steve Hart ’02, ’05G, ’09PhD 

both worked on forerunners to R2 in Professor Rod Grupen’s 
robotics lab. The UMass robot Dexter could be called R2’s 
“great uncle,” says Hart, now a research scientist at the Johnson 
Space Center and employed by General Motors, NASA’s 
partner in developing the robot. Hart will watch R2’s work 
at the International Space Station to see how it performs in 
zero gravity and how it can assist astronauts in their daily 
tasks, such as changing air filters. Next, his team will focus on 
making R2 even smarter and will build it humanoid legs for 
future missions to the moon and beyond.



Inspired by  
Nature

CELL BIOLOGIST 
 Magdalena Bezanilla 

and polymer scientist Ryan 
Hayward were among 100 
outstanding young researchers 
invited to the White House in 
December to receive a Presidential 
Early Career Award for Scientists and 
Engineers (PECASE) from President Obama. 
It is the highest award bestowed by the United States 
government upon scientists and engineers in the early stages of their independent 
research careers.

The Bezanilla lab’s research recognized by this award aims to uncover the 
molecular mechanisms guiding cell growth, specifically maintaining cell polarity. 
“The ability to polarize, that is distinguish one side of the cell from the other, is 
fundamental for all areas of biology,” Bezanilla explains.

Bezanilla and colleagues use the moss Physcomitrella patens for these studies, 
while over in the Conte Polymer Research Center the Hayward group has been 
inspired by the ruffled leaf edges of kale as they develop micro-fabrication 
strategies for “soft” polymer materials. Says Hayward, “Nature is a master of 
fabricating systems such as cells, tissues, and organisms that respond to different 
stimuli and adapt their form and behavior accordingly.”

Hold the Ice

SCIENTISTS HAVE EXPECTED  
  for some time that the Arctic 

Ocean will be ice-free in summer 
by the end of this century. Writing 
in the journal Nature, a trio of 
researchers, including conservation 
geneticist Andrew Whiteley, say 
the seasonal loss of this ice sheet, 
a continent-sized natural barrier 
between species such as bears, 
whales, and seals, could mean 
extinction of some rare marine 
mammals and the loss of many 
adaptive gene combinations.

Genes developed over millennia 
in isolated populations have given 
many Arctic marine animals sets 
of fine-tuned adaptations, helping 
them uniquely thrive in the harsh 
environment. Their article for the 
first time speculates what biologists 
can expect as these populations 
meet, hybridize by interbreeding, 
and mix their gene pools.

Whiteley and his coauthors 
identify 22 marine mammal 
species they believe may be at risk 
of hybridization. They report that 
several Arctic hybrids have been 
documented already by DNA 
testing. For example, in 2006 hunters 
shot a white bear with brown 
patches that later was confirmed to 
be a polar bear-grizzly bear hybrid.

Juicy Research

EPIDEMIOLOGIST SUSAN  
  STURGEON has been awarded 

a grant from the American Institute 
for Cancer Research to study the 
effect of pomegranate juice intake on 
the blood level of hormones known 
to be involved in the development 
of breast cancer. Studies have shown 
that pomegranate juice reduces 
estrogen synthesis and inhibits 
cell proliferation, suggesting that 
drinking it might reduce breast 
cancer risk. Pomegranate juice 
has often been touted as having 
beneficial health effects, despite 
limited information on such effects 
in humans.

TH
O

M
A

S 
SH

A
H

A
N

Spider Vision

JUMPING SPIDERS FITTED with tiny cork hats will provide behavioral ecologist 
 Elizabeth Jakob with new knowledge about how brains and specialized systems 

work together to process visual information. Jakob recently won a National Science 
Foundation grant to develop and build an eye tracker especially designed for eight-
eyed jumping spiders (above). An eye tracker measures eye positions and movement 
to pinpoint where the subject is looking and for how long. “It’s like having a window 
into a spider’s brain,” Jakob explains. “It will allow us to see how they explore 
complex images and whether they’re looking for particular features.”

The eye-tracking apparatus will be only the second in the world; the other is in 
New Zealand. Other researchers in North America are eager to visit UMass Amherst 
and use this new tool, Jakob says.



Movers, Shakers,

WE LOOK TO BOSTON as the seat of government, 
the center of commerce, and a wellspring of the 

history and culture that help define us. 
Boston looks westward to UMass Amherst 
for inspiration and innovation and for well-
educated graduates who shape laws and 
public policy, who lead corporations and 
nonprofit organizations, and who keep the 
economy in good health. 

With 45,000 alumni living and working in the Boston area (nearly half of 
all UMass Amherst alumni in the state), it’s hard to turn a cobblestone corner 
without bumping into a fellow UMie. Many hold influential positions in finance, 
industry, health care, government, education, and the arts. Our cohort in the 
state legislature numbers 18 senators and representatives.

While public perception of the campus has improved, it does not always  
accurately reflect our status as New England’s premier public research univer-
sity, or the strides made toward joining the upper echelons of national public 
research institutions of higher learning. To improve our position and build a  
stronger awareness and understanding of the significant work being done on 
campus and beyond, UMass Amherst has developed a “Boston Strategy”—a 
blueprint to increase support in the State House and energize alumni to advo-
cate for their alma mater. “We intend to be a larger presence in Boston and to 
improve our connections,” says Chancellor Robert C. Holub.

With a new office in downtown Boston, the campus will be better positioned 
to strengthen relationships with alumni, friends, and legislators. Adding sport-
ing events to alumni offerings in the Boston area also elevates the campus 
profile and school spirit. In December, UMass Amherst fans were treated to a 
men’s basketball game played before 11,000 fans in the TD Garden, home of 
the Boston Celtics and Boston Bruins. In the fall, a crowd of 33,000 watched 
the football team battle the University of New Hampshire in the New England 
Patriots’ Gillette Stadium. 

“Ultimately,” says Holub, “our goal is to fulfill the mission of the flagship by 
providing an educated and prepared workforce and, through our research and 
innovation, contribute to a safe, prosperous, sustainable, and progressive  
commonwealth.” 

This issue of UMass Amherst magazine looks at some of the many alumni 
who make Boston shine. The following pages feature seven who work in the 
State House and its environs.



By Judith B. Cameron ’75   

Photos by John Solem

On the Move with Mullan

Jeffrey B. Mullan ’83 

As the first CEO of the new Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, with 10,000 employees and a $4 billion 

budget, Jeffrey B. Mullan takes time out of his packed days to 
meet with the rank and file. Visiting a communication center 
in Boston where monitors display scenes from 800 traffic cam-
eras, Mullan introduces himself to each of the 15 employees. 
He reassures them, “You’re doing a great job.” 

With handshakes and compliments, Mullan has put his im-
primatur on the most far-reaching transportation reform in 
Massachusetts in four decades. He says he is building 
a culture with respect, work ethic, and pride as corner-
stones. “If we don’t change, our goals will get overtaken 
by poor culture every single time. Great ideas won’t go 
anywhere unless we get people to buy into them from 
the bottom up,” he explains.

In November 2009, Governor Deval Patrick ap-
pointed Mullan transportation czar, charged with 
consolidating entrenched organizations such as the 
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority and MassHighway 
under one umbrella. Mullan oversees state highways, 
bridges, rail and transit operations, the Registry of Mo-
tor Vehicles, and public-use airports. “Right now we 
have the chance to effect change for the next couple of 
generations,” he says. 

When he left UMass Amherst with a degree in envi-
ronmental design, he expected to become a city plan-
ner. However, municipal planning failed to capture his 
long-term interest, and Mullan earned a law degree, 
eventually becoming a partner at Foley Hoag LLP.

He starts his day like many CEOs: checking mes-
sages on his BlackBerry or answering a crisis call. On 
most mornings he runs, averaging more than 30 miles 
a week. He’s raced in the Boston Marathon four times. 

Every Wednesday, he is out of the office, criss-
crossing the state, meeting with employees and local 
officials.

“The uncertainty associated with change is difficult 
for people and the key to eliminating the unknown 
and uncertainty is communication,” he says. He con-
nects with staff frequently and substantively. There is a 

weekly memo to all 10,000 employees and a weekly electronic 
newsletter with content ranging from kudos for winter storm 
cleanups to predicting transportation budget reductions as the 
state grapples with a shortfall.

Mullan grew up in the Vernon Hill section of Worcester and 
was exposed to a wider world as a college student at the flagship 
campus. “UMass is a school for life. That’s where my wife and 
I became adults,” he says. He married his college sweetheart, 
Patricia (Smith) Mullan ’83. They have three sons, including 
Matthew, a freshman at UMass Amherst. Father and son drove 
14 hours to Michigan in September when the football team 
played in the Big House in Ann Arbor. Mullan says, “We go to 
Homecoming too. We just love UMass.”

Lawmakers  

As the state’s transportation czar,  
Jeffrey B. Mullan oversees 3,009 miles of highway, 

5,098 bridges, 8,500 bus and trolley stops,  
8 ferry terminals, and 2,373 private aircraft.



Fighting for Fair Dealing

Marc R. Pacheco ’73S

On the national LANDSCAPE, working men and women 
have Joe Hill and Tom Joad to claim as heroes. Southeast-

ern Massachusetts has Senator Marc R. Pacheco, the Democrat 
of Taunton who has been an unwavering champion for eco-
nomic justice in his three decades of public life.

Pacheco led the Senate in its last fight in 2006 to raise the 
minimum wage, when it was $6.75 per hour; by 2008 it rose to 
$8 per hour, the highest in the country at the time. 

“I’ve always seen myself as the person who advocates for 
the little guy and tries to help create equal opportunities,” says 
Pacheco. He looks no further than his own working class fam-

State Senator Marc R. Pacheco holds office hours whenever and wherever his constituents gather,  
including a local diner where he talks with fry cooks, waitresses, and customers.

standards for when private employees can replace state work-
ers. The bill withstood a governor’s veto and, in a rare tribute, 
is known as the Pacheco Law. He explains,“Opponents of the 
law would say it is a roadblock to privatization of services. I say 
it is more of a guardrail, a way to make sure services are being 
provided effectively and efficiently.”

Pacheco was first elected to the Taunton School Commit-
tee, where he served from 1980 to 1989; then he was elected to 
the State House of Representatives. Voters sent him to the State 
Senate in 1993. He worked for many years as a landscaper and 
grounds manager, using his Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
degree. He also holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

Pacheco’s district office is just off the green in his hometown 
of Taunton, in the beautifully restored 1899 Crocker Building, 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Between the 

district office and the Senate quarters, Pa-
checo has six staff members, including Leg-
islative Assistant Colby Marques ’09. 

His constituents have returned him to 
the Senate for nine terms, where Pacheco 
has embraced a number of issues. He ve-
hemently supports laws that protect the 
environment and mitigate global climate 
change. He advocated for creation of a 
Committee on Global Warming and Cli-
mate Change and was rewarded by being 

named its chair. With his clout, Pacheco won passage of one of 
the country’s most progressive global warming laws. “That was 
a historic moment,” he says. “Climate change is more than an 
environmental issue. It is a public health, national security, and 
economic justice issue.” 

ily for his motivation to safeguard and improve the lives of the 
have-nots. His father, Richard, worked swing shifts in a local 
plastics factory. “Some of the challenges he and his co-workers 
faced on a daily basis opened my eyes to injustices,” Pacheco 
recalls.

In the early 1990s Pacheco was central in the debate on 
the thorny issue of privatization. He shepherded a bill that set 

With his clout, Pacheco won passage of  
one of the country’s most progressive global 
warming laws.



Hail to the Chief

Katherine E. Cohen ’02

As chief of STAFF for the chairman of a legislative com-
mittee that develops the state’s $28 billion spending plan, 

Katherine E. (Barron) Cohen is in demand—a lot. Her number 
is on speed dial for the school superintendents, 115 selectmen, 
and myriad other town officials in the sprawling district rep-
resented by State Senator Stephen M. Brewer ’71, Democrat 
of Barre. In the waning days of a legislative session, Cohen is 
even more pressed with calls and visits by lobbyists, legislative 
staff, and constituents as she assists Brewer, now the number-
one person on the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, in 
orchestrating the passage of the state budget. 

On these long days she is fortified with strong coffee and 
guided by her acute political sense. She works mostly out of 
Brewer’s office suite on the second floor of the State House. 
Her desk is covered with neat piles of paperwork: one stack for 
ongoing issues, another for regional issues. Boxes on the floor 
hold old files waiting to be digitally scanned.

With lean state budgets, Cohen frequently has to say no, 
even to plaintive pleas from a parent who can’t get services 

Katherine E. Cohen is chief of staff for fellow alumnus State Senator Stephen M. Brewer, who was appointed  
chairman of the powerful Senate Committee on Ways and Means in January.

for a developmentally disabled child. “A lot of hard decisions 
have to be made and they affect real people. It can be very 
disheartening.” 

Cohen joined Brewer’s staff in 2002, shortly after she gradu-
ated from the campus Honors Program (now Commonwealth 
Honors College) with a degree in economics. Her fellow alum-
nus is a seasoned legislator: Brewer served in the State House 
of Representatives from 1989 to 1996. In November, he was 
reelected to a seventh term in the Senate. Brewer says, “There 
are a lot of people who count on us and I count on Kate. She 
handles not just one position, but two. She is the chief of staff 
and the chief budget person for my office.”

Cohen has held the dual positions for five years, managing 
a staff of six and offering guidance on complex public policy 
issues and funding formulas. 

She says she applies three basic principles to her work: pro-
vide the best performance possible, be respectful, and always 
be truthful. “You could give false hope but that doesn’t do any-
body any good,” reasons Cohen.

Cohen also has the advantage of being familiar with the 
towns in Brewer’s district. She grew up in Brookfield and now 
lives in Westford with her husband, Aaron Cohen ’02, whom 
she met at UMass Amherst in a games theory course.



A Man for All Communities

Benjamin Swan ’77G

As vice chairman of the House Committee on Post Au-
dit and Oversight, State Representative Benjamin Swan, 

Democrat of Springfield, has the power to investigate state 
programs and operations as well as allegations of malfeasance. 

His work at the State House extends to advocating for youth 
and higher education, and reforms to the prison system. Swan 
was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1994, repre-
senting the 11th Hampden District in Springfield. “I’ve always 
wanted to influence policy in my community. There is noth-
ing that has more effect on you than political decisions,” he 
explains. On some days, Swan perches on a desk in his single-
room office in historic Mason Square, taking phone calls or 
listening to messages. The walls are covered with photographs 
and citations, a pictorial timeline documenting Swan’s contri-
butions to Springfield.

Swan, who has called Springfield home since he was a teen-
ager, says he uses his political capital to improve his district 
by securing funding for school renovation, affordable hous-
ing, and other projects. He also leads what he terms “not a 
popular concern”—reforms to the corrections system. After he 
filed legislation prohibiting the transfer of prisoners to out-of-
state facilities to alleviate overcrowding, the practice stopped. 
His bill was prompted when 350 Massachusetts inmates were 
transferred overnight to Texas. “Connections between family 
and friends aid rehabilitation and that doesn’t happen when 
someone is imprisoned hundreds of miles away,” he notes.

He links his interest in prison reform and youth develop-
ment and his advocacy for UMass Amherst. Presently, the state 
spends less money for higher education than it does for prisons. 
He says, “Education is very key to a democratic society. I would 
like to see the Amherst campus grow.” Swan earned a master’s 

degree from the School of Education. Several 
of his family members, including his brothers 
and his children, have received degrees from 
the flagship campus. 

A legislator for the last 16 years and re-
elected to another term in November, Swan 
puts constituent service on top of his list of 
accomplishments. He says, “We help with 
things like getting the heat turned back on 
or stopping a foreclosure at the last possible 
moment.”

As one of six African American legisla-
tors, he says he is an unofficial representative 
for people of color. “I get calls from African 

Americans from throughout the state. They think they can 
gain more understanding by talking to me,” says Swan. Listen-
ing and tapping the vast number of contacts he has built over 
the years are fundamental. “You have to use your network to 
improve the lives of people and if you can’t do that you should 
go home or go fishing.”

State Representative Benjamin Swan, right, 
talks with UMass President Jack Wilson 
during a campus event. Swan believes his 
hometown of Springfield is an ideal lab for 
UMass Amherst students and faculty.

Mark Cusack ’07,  
a lifelong Braintree resident, is 
the new state representative 
for the 5th Norfolk District. He 
served as an assistant to Brain-
tree Mayor Joseph Sullivan 
before winning his first election 
to state office.

Paul Mark ’08G,  
who lives in Hancock, won elec-
tion as the state representative 
to the 2nd Berkshire District 
of Franklin and Hampshire 
counties. He has worked as an 
attorney specializing in labor. 

Beacon Hill Beckons



A Seat at the Power Table

Stanley C. Rosenberg ’77

State Representative Stanley C. Rosenberg relaxes in his  
Amherst home when not at the State House debating  

high-stakes public policy.

leader and three years as chair of the Senate Committee on 
Ways and Means, the first senator from western Massachusetts 
to hold the position. “My first priority is to the people in my 
district but as a member of the leadership I have statewide re-
sponsibility. I try to find a balance between the two,” he says. He 
has held his current leadership post since 2003.

His work is also guided by life experiences: he grew up in a 
foster family and was able to attend UMass Amherst because 
it was affordable. “I want to support and strengthen foster care 
and higher education because I know their capacity to change 
lives,” Rosenberg says. He is true to his word: he has sponsored 
dozens of legislative foster-care reforms, including waiving 
tuition and fees for foster children who attend in-state pub-
lic colleges and universities. “So many take advantage that the 
program runs out of money.”

His beneficence toward UMass Amherst is legendary: se-
curing millions of dollars in bonds for new building projects, 
from the polymer research center to a laboratory science build-
ing under construction. The UMass allocation is often higher 
in the Senate’s budget than in the House’s or the governor’s. 
Rosenberg says the fight for public higher education is not his 
alone. “We have to capitalize on the fact that there are a million-
plus people in the commonwealth who have a vested interest in 
the health and welfare of public higher education.” 

 

Denise Andrews ’81,  
an Orange native, is the new 
state representative for the 
2nd Franklin District. She is a 
corporate consultant and was 
the chief operating officer and 
managing partner for global 
business development of Legacy 
Unlimited.

Eileen Donoghue ’76,  
who lives in Lowell, is the new 
state senator for the 1st  
Middlesex District. An attorney, 
she had served as mayor of 
Lowell.

Four alumni joined other newly elected Massachu-
setts lawmakers for a legislative boot camp held on 
campus before their January inauguration.

Many know State SENATOR Stanley C. 
Rosenberg as “Mr. UMass Amherst” and 

appreciate his staunch advocacy for his alma ma-
ter. Fewer know him as president pro tempore, 
the third highest-ranking senator, and a mem-
ber of an elite group that sets the agenda for the 
legislature. 

“I have a seat at the table,” he explains matter-
of-factly. As president pro tempore, the Amherst 
Democrat presides over the Senate in the absence 
of its president. More importantly, he is an influ-
ential voice on high-stakes public policy. 

He is tasked with special assignments that 
typically put him in the thick of controversy, such 
as whether to approve casino gambling. In the 
coming months, he will head a committee that 
will redraw the state’s congressional map, reduc-
ing the delegation from 10 to nine representatives 
in Congress.

Rosenberg’s upward trajectory began with his 
election to the State House of Representatives in 
1987; he then was elected to the State Senate in 
1991. He served four years as assistant majority 



Sleepless in Boston

Scott A. Jordan ’89

As an architect of the state’s multi-billion-dollar capital 
budget, Scott A. Jordan has a low profile with a high im-

pact. He works with little fanfare in a corner office at the State 
House—a few doors down from the governor’s suite—on cre-
ating spending plans for infrastructure with the byproduct of 
generating economic growth. 

His task is twofold: draft multi-million-dollar budgets for 
roads, bridges, education, clean energy, and other key priori-
ties; then finance the budgets by borrowing money through the 
sale of bonds at the lowest possible interest rate. “It can keep 
you up at night,” says Jordan. 

An economist who has worked only in the public sector, 
Jordan has a history of artfully negotiating high finance. His 
most recent achievement was to earn the state its first ever 
triple-A credit rating, which translates into a handsome $60 
million saving in interest costs. The AAA rating, the highest 
possible grade, was issued for bonds for the Accelerated Bridge 
Program, an effort to fast-track neglected bridge repairs across 
the state.

Since 2009 Jordan has been assistant secretary for capital 
finance and intergovernmental affairs, a member of a senior 
team reporting directly to the secretary of administration 
and finance. Previously, he was director of the Water Pollution Abatement Trust, dedicated to providing clean drinking water 

and efficient wastewater systems. “It is the biggest bank that no 
one has heard of. We had about $4 billion in assets and lent 
money for water-quality projects to nearly 80 percent of the 
cities and towns in the state,” Jordan explains.

He landed his first job in state government with the  
Department of Revenue when, as a graduating senior, he 
learned about the opportunity through Professor of Econom-
ics James Crotty. Raised in a small town outside Albany, Jordan 
enrolled in UMass Amherst to experience a large research uni-
versity. He says his education at the flagship campus shaped 
his career. “My commitment to public service developed at 
UMass,” he says, “and it has been very rewarding. I see how my 
work impacts the commonwealth.”

Although his role is largely invisible to the public, in the last 
decade Jordan has had a hand in several projects that will in-
fluence generations. He was the first to outline the creation of 
the Massachusetts School Building Authority, which replaced 
a troubled, inefficient program that subsidized public-school 
construction. In a more sustainable approach, 1 cent from the 
sales tax is set aside to help communities acquire state-of-the-
art facilities. 

“Infrastructure,” says Jordan, “is the underpinning of 
our society. Capital investment creates jobs and ensures that  
Massachusetts continues to be a great place to live, work, start 
a business, or raise a family.”

Scott Jordan, who builds the state’s capital budget, says his 
commitment to public service developed at UMass Amherst, 

where his son, Sam, is studying economics.

More Friends in High Places
STATE SENATE

Richard T. Moore ’86, D-Uxbridge, Worcester and Norfolk 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

John V. Fernandes ’74, D-Milford, 10th Worcester 
Paul K. Frost ’93, R-Auburn, 7th Worcester 
Kate Hogan ’88, D-Stow, 3rd Middlesex 
Stephen Kulik, former student, D-Worthington, 1st Franklin 
George Peterson, former student, R-Grafton, 9th Worcester
Kathi-Anne Reinstein ’93, D-Revere, 16th Suffolk 
Ellen Story, honorary alumna, D-Amherst, 3rd Hampshire 
Joseph F. Wagner, ’84, D-Chicopee, 8th Hampden



Connecting with constituents is a priority for State Representative Linda Dean Campbell.

Back Yard to Beacon Hill

Linda Dean Campbell ’79

A protracted environmental BATTLE in the Merrimack 
River Valley put Linda Dean Campbell in the public eye 

as a citizen-leader. Her work in a coalition organized to stop 
the building of a gas- and coal-fired energy plant caught the 
attention of the political establishment in her native Methuen 
and launched her career.

She successfully ran for city council and after three two-
year terms set her sights in 2006 on election to the State House 
of Representatives, 15th Essex District. She was reelected to a 
third term in November. Though her interest in protecting the 
environment called her to public action, she says the roots of 
her career were planted at UMass Amherst. “After studying his-
tory I came to the tentative conclusion that I was interested in 
public service,” she remembers. 

Campbell says that her studies with professors such as 
Stephen Oates, Robert Griffith, and Stephen Pelz give special 
meaning to her work. The State House building has been the 
site of Massachusetts government for two centuries and its 
marble-floored halls are lined with portraits of leaders of the 
American Revolution as well as early governors. “I do get chills 

every time I walk into the State House and it will never stop,” 
Campbell says.

While at UMass Amherst, she enrolled in ROTC and was 
the first woman commander of her unit. She joined the U.S. 
Army and was stationed in Germany for six years, then at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, for two years as a paratrooper and an 
intelligence officer. She draws on her military experience as 
vice chair of the Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs.

Campbell describes her first term in the House as “tumultu-
ous” with a story line similar to Mr. Smith Goes to Washington. 
There were issues of corruption in the leadership and lawmak-
ers were in the throes of debate on whether to forbid same-sex 
marriage by amending the state constitution. Campbell had 
pledged to her constituents that she would vote to put the gay 
marriage issue on a state ballot for voters to decide. “I kept my 
commitment, but it was difficult because I could see both sides 
of the issue,” she says.

Now a more seasoned legislator, Campbell has had an 
impact on statewide policy matters as well as on Methuen, a 
small city north of Boston. She says the passing of laws is art-
ful politics and requires a master plan. “First you need to get 
your peers on board, then the speaker, then the governor,” she 
explains. “Then there are interest groups and lobbyists to listen 
to as well as four or five state agencies that have to weigh in.”   
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At Boston’s 

Improv Asylum, comedians 

write the show as they go.

By Patricia Sullivan



Misch Whitaker ’07 takes relentless ridicule 

in the workplace. Her boss rips her ward-

robe: “More homeless than hip.” Her coworker 

mocks her slight stature: “You’re a hollow-boned 

bird, a weird pixie of a woman.” They liken her 

wide smile to the Joker’s and call her idealism 

pathetic.

But the teasing is all in a night’s work because, 

like her two tormentors—both fellow UMies—

Whitaker works at Boston’s Improv Asylum. She 

has a wicked sense of humor herself. By day she’s 

a nurse, and when other performers whine about 

their hard days she gleefully (and graphically) 

reminds them of the body parts her hands have 

just touched at the clinic.

Funny

UMass Amherst was a shared, funny-bone building 
experience for Boston actors (from left) Norm Laviolette, 
Misch Whitaker, and Jeremy Brothers.
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training center for improv actors. The funny business brings 
in annual gross revenues of close to $2 million, which affords 
Laviolette an undramatic stability. He lives with his wife and 
two daughters in respectable Duxbury, where the couple re-
cently opened a Mexican take-out joint. In Boston, he plans 
to stay based on Hanover, where the street theater (irascible 
locals arguing with meter maids, tourists lined up for over-
sized cannoli) can rival the comedy downstairs in the 200-seat 
Asylum. 

Laviolette spends many of his Hanover Street hours writ-
ing comedy scripts with Jeremy Brothers ’97, director of the 
Improv Asylum Training Center. Brothers got his start taking 
classes at the theater and made it into the touring company on 
his third audition.

“I love working with Norm,” says Brothers. “We have a 
common history and we’re unafraid to say what everyone else 
is thinking. Norm is a force of nature with the ability to pick 
up the phone and move any project along. He allows me to be 
the introvert that I am. I am not the life of the party by any 
stretch. I’m more the guy in the corner saying the dark, hor-
rible things.”

When Brothers arrived at UMass Amherst from Tewks-
bury, Mass., he was unsure of what he wanted from college. 
He spent eight years happily trying to figure it out. He earned 
bachelor’s degrees in English and history, a certificate in film 
studies, and did grad work in medieval studies. He worked at 
WMUA and in the equipment cage at Boyden Gym and was 
the arts and living editor of the Daily Collegian. Like Lavio-
lette, he never saw himself as a theater guy.

His first steps into improv were tentative, but Brothers now 
clearly controls the stage. He’s rejoined the Improv Asylum’s 
cast after a taking a hiatus from acting to focus on teaching 
and writing. In front of a rowdy audience, Brothers is the 
show’s fulcrum, the performer with the funniest line before 
the blackout. “I’ve watched Jeremy develop into an amazing 
talent,” says Norm.

Brothers was Misch Whitaker’s first director. “We didn’t get 
along very well,” she says, recalling the dressing-down he gave 
her in 2007 after her first rehearsal. “I got stuck in traffic 

As a cast member at the Improv Asylum, Whitaker, a.k.a. 
“Tiny Boots,” is one of about 50 people working for Norm 
Laviolette, an Improv Asylum owner and founder. A native 
of Grafton, Mass., Laviolette attended UMass Amherst from 
1991 to 1994 and ended up not much more than a French 
class short of a diploma before leaving to chase a comedy 
career. At UMass, Laviolette studied political science and 
worked as a waiter at the Top of the Campus restaurant. He 
had a campus-TV talk show, “Beyond the Norm,” and joined 
Mission: IMPROVable, the still-running student improvisa-
tional group that was formed in 1991. 

“I learned that being funny in improv is much more than 
being a wise guy with good timing,” he says. “A common mis-
conception about improv is that there’s no skill behind it, and 
the truth couldn’t be more opposite.” After college, Laviolette 
sharpened his performance skills on Cape Cod and in Boston. 

At his lowest point, he lived in the pantry of a five-bedroom 
apartment in Cleveland Circle. He waited tables and worked 
in real estate and marketing. Eventually, he became part of a 
comedy troupe performing in the basement of Boston’s Hard 
Rock Café. There, he met his future Improv Asylum partners. 

In 1998, he says, they were just young enough and just dumb 
enough to take out a small-business loan and open the North 
End theater. “We paid ourselves in beer and stage time.”

Thirteen years later, the Improv Asylum is the exclamation 
point at the end of Hanover Street’s long string of spaghetti 
parlors. It stages 500 improv and sketch comedy shows a year, 
puts on customized corporate gigs, and operates a thriving 

“Nursing and comedy are a 
really weird combination.”

–Misch Whitaker 
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Funny
Witty warm-up: (above, from left) Laviolette, Brothers, and 
Whitaker prep for a show on the Improv Asylum’s main stage.



coming from Amherst and was an hour late. I wore flip-flops 
and this hippie skirt a friend made in home ec, and I was every-
thing he hated about UMass.” 

“Misch has exaggerated that story until it’s more vicious ev-
ery time,” protests Brothers. “She’s a terrific talent. It’s not of-
ten you can go from college-level performer to professional as 
quickly as she has.”

Serious about acting at Boston Latin School, Whitaker audi-
tioned into Mission: IMPROVable soon after arriving at UMass 
Amherst. She switched majors from STPEC (social thought and 
political economy) to nursing, but kept the save-the-world sen-
sibility that sets her apart from most actors. She’s now a nurse at 
the Barbara McInnis House operated by Boston Health Care for 
the Homeless. The facility provides care for people too sick for 
shelters but not sick enough for hospitals.

“Nursing and comedy are a really weird combination,” 
Whitaker concedes, before drawing a connection: “Norm and 
Jeremy would not like this, but I’m sure comedy is just another 
way of healing people.”

As the three comedians prepare for a night of healing by 
hurling barbs at one another, they discuss the Boston comedy 
scene. “Historically, Boston has a great comedy reputation,” says 
Laviolette. “There are not as many venues as in New York, Chi-
cago, or L.A., but it’s a great place to start and get good at your 
job. The meaningful stage time that you can get here is amazing. 
Also, Boston people tend to take care of each other once they 
make the move to that next city. You can head to those other cit-
ies right out of school, but you’ll be another one of the nameless 
and faceless masses. In Boston you have a greater opportunity 
to rise above the throng.”   

“I learned that being funny in improv is much more 
than being a wise guy with good timing.”

– Norm Laviolette

Senator Scott Brown (left) came to the Improv Asylum 
to see the spoof “You’re A Good Man, Scott Brown,” 
written and directed by Jeremy Brothers ’97 (right). 
Brown told Brothers: “So you’re the guy who caused 
all the trouble.”



Mary Baker Eddy 
Library

THE MARY BAKER EDDY Library, 
part of the Christian Science  

complex, honors the 19th-century 
founder of the Church of Christ,  
Scientist and the Christian Science 
Monitor. In Boston’s Back Bay, it  
includes a research library, interactive 
exhibits, a neo-classical Hall of Ideas, 
and a Mapparium, a walk-in, painted-
glass globe of the world in 1935.

Jennifer Savickis ’91
Graphic Design and Print Production 
Manager since 2003

What UMass Amherst gave me: Con-
fidence, and I learned to trust myself 
creatively. I remember a figure-drawing 
class with a model. The professor said to 
close your eyes and draw the model. It 
was these little exercises that made me 
realize, “Wow, I actually can do this.”

The good times: I design a broad range 
of projects, everything from large dis-
play graphics to brochures and posters. 
The library is a multi-faceted institu-
tion and offers academic and children’s 
programs. I very much like that these 
diverse audiences require me to shift 
gears. The work isn’t static.

Treasured exhibit: Among my favor-
ites is the Quest Gallery, which displays 
Mary Baker Eddy’s rocking chair and 
trunk. The display fades to a projec-
tion of a film reenactment in which an 
actress portraying Mrs. Eddy discusses 
her challenges during her life. Given the 
limited opportunities for women in the 
19th century, I find her perseverance 
and her successes inspirational.

Kira DeVaul ’08
Lead Visitor Services Associate and 
Gift Shop Manager since 2008

The lure of museum work: I’ve always 
loved museums. My mom took me to 
museums all the time when I was a kid. 
I realized I wanted to work in a museum 
environment after studying art history 
and studio arts at UMass. Visitor ser-
vices is a great way to get your foot in 
the door. 

What makes my day: I love that I get 
the chance to share the Mapparium, an 
amazing and quirky piece of art, with 
people from all walks of life and all dif-
ferent countries. Seeing the reactions of 
people, from young kids to seniors who 
remember the world in 1935, is reward-
ing and fun. 

A fond memory: One of my first large 
group tours was for enthusiastic second-
graders from Boston public schools. A 
few weeks later I received a large enve-
lope filled with illustrations and letters 
from the kids about what they learned 
during their visit. One child ended his 
letter telling me that I was “born to do 
this job.”

Boston Bounty

Jennifer Savickis finds design inspiration  
in the Mary Baker Eddy Library.

Kira DeVaul greets tour groups at  
the Mary Baker Eddy Library.

See the city’s  
treasures through  
the expert eyes of 
four alumni in the 
museum biz.

By Danielle Kahn ’11

Photos By John Solem



Robert Kiihne plans interactive  
exhibits and displays.

U.S.S. Constitution 
Museum

VISITORS TO the U.S.S. Constitu-
tion Museum experience life  

on the 213-year-old ship through  
interactive exhibits as well as displays 
of artifacts, paintings, and letters.  
The museum is next to “Old Ironsides”  
in the Charlestown Navy Yard. 

Robert Kiihne ’87
Director of Exhibits since 2000

How I got here: My foundation for 
work in a museum was at UMass, where 
I worked in the University Gallery (now 
the University Museum of Contempo-
rary Art) and at the Fine Arts Center. 
I didn’t know it at the time, but these 
work-study jobs led me to my career. 

Favorite spot: “All Hands on Deck,” a 

large interactive exhibit where visitors 
climb onto a footrope and feel what it 
might be like to handle sails 100 feet 
up in the rigging of a tall ship. I enjoy 
watching visitors get a thrill from the 
exhibit. 

Treasured exhibits: The blunderbuss 
pistol made in France circa 1800 hasn’t 
lost its fascination. It looks great be-
cause it’s only five or six inches long and 
would’ve been very deadly at five feet 
but ineffective at 10 feet. We also have 
letters by naval commander William 
Bainbridge, written between 1803 and 
1804, when he was in prison in Tripoli. 
In between the written lines are words 
in lemon juice. He was getting secret 
information out to the Americans; they 
were literally reading between the lines. 

Memorable event: I will not forget the 
moment in 2004 when I heard we had 
received a National Leadership Grant 
from the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services for just under $500,000 
to build a prototype exhibit and con-
duct visitor research for “All Hands on 
Deck.”

The Institute of  
Contemporary Art

THE INSTITUTE of Contemporary 
Art offers museum-goers an  

opportunity to view modern works  
of art and learn about the creative 
process. Opened in 2006, the  
museum incorporates its prime  
view of the harbor into exhibits.

John Andress ’03G
Public Programs Coordinator  
since 2008

Drumming the arts beat: I’ve always 
been interested in the arts, even though 
my education was focused on music. 
My percussionist training included con-
temporary culture and history. It wasn’t 
a huge leap for me to consider working 
at a contemporary art museum. 

The good times: I love that I have a 
variety of things to do and I don’t get 
bored. I play the drums and the job is 

kind of the same thing—you need to be 
doing a lot of different things at once. 
On any given day I could be working 
with a novelist, or artists, or arranging 
an event. 

Best of show: My favorite show was by 
Nature Theater of Oklahoma, a group 
based out of New York. I participated 
in it because they needed between 20 

and 30 local volunteers. We had to learn 
dance moves and we performed in the 
final dance.

A memorable moment: Bringing an 
artist and filmmaker together. I discov-
ered that Roni Horn, the artist whose 
work we were exhibiting, and filmmak-
er John Waters had worked on a book 
project together. We invited them to 
speak together. As a result, I think our 
museum audience had a better under-
standing of Horn’s art. 

UMass Amherst wisdom: UMass 
taught me to be open to many ideas of 
success. I still play music, but it’s not my 
primary source of income. Whether or 
not you’re on stage acting or singing, 
there are other ways to find success with 
your education. That was really eye-
opening for me.  

John Andress educates viewers on  
messages behind works of art.



BAck in 1991, DAVID FUBINI didn’t so much move to  
Boston as lay siege to it.

Fubini was then an 11-year veteran of McKinsey & Com-
pany, the powerful, prestigious, and notoriously secretive 
global management-consulting firm. He came to Boston to 
head McKinsey’s New England office, which five years after its 
founding had yet to make real inroads against the city’s pre-
eminent and well-entrenched consultancies.

Throughout its history, McKinsey has dealt exclusively with 
its client corporations’ top executives and has specialized in 
providing steely-eyed analysis in the utmost confidence and 

discretion. As part of its policy of whispering into the ears 
of only the great, The Firm—which is widely accorded those 
capital letters throughout the business world—insists that its 
people, as Fubini says, “not just have a positive impact on our 
clients’ futures, but serve the community itself in very quiet 
ways.” They do so primarily though behind-the-scenes sup-
port of cultural or charitable organizations and by undertak-
ing pro bono projects for local governments and other high-
profile institutions.

Fubini had welcomed his transfer to Boston and arrived un-
tested in management matters but keen to network. He knew, 
however, that the city presented a special challenge. “I felt a bit 
of trepidation,” he concedes, sitting in his elegantly appointed 
office in McKinsey’s Park Plaza headquarters. “It’s well known 
in Boston that if you’re not of the region and haven’t gone to 
one of the major schools here, it’s”—he chooses his words care-
fully—“a little bit of a difficult environment to integrate into.”

He wasn’t a total stranger to the city. He’d graduated with 
distinction from Harvard Business School in 1980 and before 
then had occasionally come to town during his undergraduate 
days at UMass Amherst. Such experience, Fubini says, “might 
make you think, ‘Of course I know Boston,’ but you’re very in-
sular when you’re in school; you don’t really know Boston. If 
you’re in the Business School, you know it and you know Har-
vard Square and maybe Fenway Park, and that’s about it until 
you really live here.” 

And, of course, the complexities of Boston geography pale 
beside those of the city’s official and unofficial power levers. 

Fubini therefore arrived with a meticulous networking strategy 
in hand “to make sure that I wouldn’t feel like I was an outsider 
looking in.” He now credits it and McKinsey’s overall network-
ing guidelines with substantially contributing to the enormous 
strides the Boston office has made in competing with the city’s 
traditional powerhouse consultancies.

In one of Fubini’s first pro bono Boston projects, back in the 
early ’90s, he was part of a larger effort that helped formu-

late an Olympic bid. That, obviously, never bore fruit, but there 
have been plenty more projects since—enough that Fubini 

can now be counted among Mayor Thomas M. Menino’s many 
friends. True to the McKinsey code, Fubini is close-mouthed 
about just what he’s done for the mayor and the city but does 
own up to “looking at major operations of City Hall and how to 
improve quality and efficiency by applying private-sector ap-
proaches and considering the consolidation of departments.”

He and a McKinsey team have also helped support the 
Mohan Commission, which recommended major changes in 
the Massachusetts courts. Fubini was appointed by the state 
legislature to the Massachusetts Court Management Adviso-
ry Board, made up of court insiders and “business types like 
me.” In his six years on the board he has both contributed to 
a highly damning report on the system and helped the board 
urge changes designed to improve managerial efficiency and 
effectiveness. 

At another of Boston’s iconic bastions, Harvard Business 
School, Fubini is a member of the Dean’s Advisory Council, the 
major outsider group counseling the school’s administration. 
He served as the council’s honorary chair in 2010.

Beyond the secular plane Fubini, with the help of McKin-
sey colleagues, has supported Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley 
and his staff in rethinking the infrastructure and organization 
of the Archdiocese of Boston as it relocated from Brighton to 
Braintree. He has also “welcomed the opportunity to work with 
my great friend and neighbor Jack Connors”—one of Boston’s 
premier power brokers—“on a variety of matters.” Fubini and 
Connors were among the business and community leaders 
who helped guide the archdiocese’s 2010 school reform effort.

David G. Fubini ’76 has exploded the notion  
that Boston’s leaders won’t make room for  
newcomers to the city.             

By John Sippel

Looking Out
Outsider 
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A new McKinsey associate has one chance in 10 of  

rising to a senior partnership. Fubini is now among the 

most tenured of The Firm’s 400-plus senior partners.

Nor has Fubini ignored his own children’s schools. He is a 
past chair of the Park School’s Board and a member of both the 
Beaver Country Day School Board and the Dana Hall School 
Investment Committee. He has further served on the executive 
committees of the Boston Chamber of Commerce, Boston Mu-
nicipal Research Board, and the United Way of Massachusetts 
Bay. He recently joined the board of the Boston YMCA and the 
mayor’s ad hoc commission helping to promote the city’s en-
vironmental sustainability. Further afield, he’s done pro bono 
budget projects for the governor of Maine as well as what he 
calls “important work for the governor of New Hampshire on 
how to think about commercializing their state assets in light 
of budget constraints.”

Small wonder that he can now say of Boston, “I really do feel 
as if I have come to know it and have a deep, abiding love for it.”

Well-oiled planning and execution have marked Fubini’s 
entire career, as is most apparent in the fact that for 

three decades he has prospered in the spectacularly competi-
tive arena that is McKinsey & Company. The Firm is renowned 
for scooping up the very best graduates of top business schools, 
especially Harvard’s, along with Rhodes Scholars and other 
stellar performers in areas outside of business. 

But if getting hired at McKinsey is a high honor, only true 
champions endure. The Firm makes no excuses for being an 
“up or out” meritocracy. By one estimate, a new associate has 
only one chance in 10 of rising to a senior partnership. Fubini 
is now among the most tenured of the 400-plus senior partners 
worldwide who constitute McKinsey’s top management. 

His early work at The Firm, mostly out of New York, was 
in consumer marketing and was concentrated in the consumer 
packaged goods and automotive industries. In his first 10 years 
in Boston, during which he led the office, he began specializing 
in corporate transformations and mergers. 

Fubini’s current corporate résumé credits him with having 
“led our efforts for over two dozen of the world’s largest merg-
ers.” In maintaining client confidentiality, the résumé hints at 
the corporations involved by offering what sound like blind 
items in a gossip column. Can the reader infer the identities 
of “one of the world’s largest beverage companies,” “one of the 
world’s most prominent mining conglomerates,” “two of the 
world’s largest pharmaceutical companies,” 
or “a leading PC manufacturer [and] a Far 
East–based global high-tech enterprise”? 
How about “two large consumer packaged 
goods companies” merged to create “the 
largest nonfood packaged goods company 
in the world,” or “four defense companies 
to form one of the three largest defense 
contractors in the United States,” or “two 
leading media and online companies 
merged to create the world’s largest media company”? 

Such is the rarefied realm in which Fubini labors, but then 
his family left him massive footprints to fill. Paternal grand-
father Guido Fubini was a world-class mathematician whose 
name lives on in several probability theorems. Father Eugene 
G. Fubini, a physicist and engineer who earned his Ph.D. under 

Enrico Fermi, served as deputy director of the Department of 
Defense during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations be-
fore becoming chief scientist at IBM and serving for 20 years as 
chair of the Defense Science Board. 

Fubini grew up in suburban Connecticut and northern Vir-
ginia. Graduating from Sidwell Friends School and uncertain 
whether to major in engineering or business, he headed for 
UMass—thereby tapping another part of the family legacy. His 
maternal grandfather, who died before Fubini’s birth, was Wil-
liam L. Machmer, who in his 42 years on campus was a math 
professor and influential dean; Machmer Hall is named for 
him. Fubini figured he’d spend a year or two at UMass choos-
ing his major, then transfer to a tonier school.

He quickly gravitated to business and found deeply sup-
portive mentors in professors Charles Schewe, Parker Worth-
ing, and Victor Buell. With Schewe, Fubini collaborated in work 
for Spalding’s tennis ball division and made his first important 
industry contacts. Accepted at the end of his sophomore year 
by several Ivy League schools, Fubini chose to stay at UMass. “I 
was active in student government,” he recalls, “doing very well 
academically, and realized that I had a more privileged posi-
tion at UMass than I’d have elsewhere. The campus brought out 
the counselor and collaborator in me, which is what I subse-
quently built my career on.”

His UMass contacts and experience helped him land a 
memorable post at Johnson & Johnson, where he was a part 
of a small team that helped introduce Tylenol to the over-the-
counter market. Two years later he entered Harvard, from 
which he joined McKinsey.

Fubini, however, has never left UMass behind. He serves on 
the UMass Amherst Foundation and the Dean’s Advisory 

Council of the Isenberg School of Management—and not in 
the role of the quiet, wistful alumnus. When he sees what he 
feels to be underperformance or strategic shortcomings he 
says so, showing an intensity of belief and a drive for action 
that underscore his firm resolve. When all is said and done, 
McKinsey love is tough love.

Always, though, Fubini’s school pride shows through.
“Even after all this time,” he says, “defining the role UMass 

should play within the educational environment in the com-

monwealth and Boston remains a challenge. But in positioning 
ourselves against Harvard, MIT, Tufts, and other top schools, 
we shouldn’t be apologetic about our standing. I think we 
should forcefully celebrate who and what we are. We need to 
think of ourselves not as a poor stepsister, but as one of a group 
of vibrant siblings in a family of great educators.”  
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Barbara Bailey ’84 is at home with the 
fish at the New England Aquarium.

On the

By Robert Lindquist

Photos by John Solem



On the Waterfront
That opening was all she needed. After two years in purchasing 
and another stint as an administrative assistant in the Fishes 
Department she landed her first job working directly with the 
fish as an aquarist. Her initial assignment was the children’s gal-
lery/tide-pool area, and special exhibit area. The latter featured 
“some very challenging species,” she says, “including Amazilia 
hummingbirds, honeycreepers, emerald tree boas, and Goliath 
bird-eating spiders.

“As an aquarist you learn to do it all. Carpentry, plumbing, 
animal care, feeding.”

Bailey has been putting those early lessons to good use. 
As husbandry operations manager, she is responsible for the 
welfare of many of the fish and marine animals at the New 
England Aquarium’s main facility, and all of the inhabitants 
of the aquarium’s Animal Care Center in Quincy and Harbor 
Porpoise Rescue/Rehabilitation Center in Duxbury. Her realm 
consists of designing and maintaining the aquarium’s living 
environments and life-support systems, keeping the exhibits, 
tanks, and holding areas clean and livable, and ensuring that all 
the animals are properly cared for. Her collaborative work with 
staff from the fishes, animal health, and facilities departments 
is one of the many reasons the aquarium is on the list of “must 
see” places to visit in Boston.

Opened in 1969, the New England Aquarium was a radical 
departure from aquariums at the time, which were more like 
museums that displayed fish and other marine life. The New 
England Aquarium was designed to provide visitors with an 
underwater experience and define the aquarium as a cultural 
institution connecting Boston to its waterfront. When the 
200,000-gallon giant ocean tank opened a year later, it was the 
largest circular saltwater tank in the world. It is still one of the 
aquarium’s most notable features.

Many of the 1.3 million visitors each year see Bailey scuba 
diving in the giant ocean tank, feeding the fish, or working 
with interns and volunteers, but most of her work is behind 
the scenes. 

“I enjoy designing life-support systems,” she says, and this 
is where many of the skills she acquired as an aquarist come 
in. All of the aquarium’s residents require highly controlled en-
vironments, and the systems are complicated. There is a lot to 
consider—pumps, plumbing, turnover rates, filters, water tem-
perature, and quality. Many of the systems are electronically 
monitored and Bailey is on call 24 hours a day.

Bailey is particularly proud of the aquarium’s recently 
opened 24,000-square-foot Animal Care Center in Quincy, 
which was on the drawing board and at the top of her wish 
list for many years. The brick building where pipes for large 
ships were once manufactured in the old Fore River Shipyard 
has been transformed into a state-of-the-art center that pro-
vides the aquarium with much-needed space for animal care 
and rescue operations.

Bailey was intimately involved in the design and installation 

Barbara Bailey never had doubts about what she would do 
for her career. “I knew I wanted to work with animals, and 

I wanted to work outside,” she says. The only question was 
where. Studying environmental science at UMass Amherst 
was a natural choice, and with a love for the ocean developed 
over many summers vacationing with her family in Plymouth, 
Mass., she set her career sights on the New England Aquarium 
in Boston.

She moved to the Boston area after graduation and became 
an assistant shellfish biologist for the town of Chatham on 
Cape Cod, propagating quahog beds. But the aquarium was 
always in the back of her mind. When an assistant purchasing 
agent position opened up, she jumped at the opportunity, even 
though the job wasn’t in her field.

“I would take any job to get my foot in the door,” she says. 



docile and will add a nice visual component to the exhibit,” 
she says. Bamboo sharks and catsharks will join them in the 
exhibit.

While her work is never boring, Bailey particularly looks 
forward to participating in the New England Aquarium’s an-
nual fish-gathering expeditions to the Bahamas to collect 
reef fish and invertebrates for the giant ocean tank and other 
exhibits. A certified scuba dive master, she is frequently one 
of the leaders of the expedition that includes three aquari-
um staff and nine aquarium members. During the 10-day 
live-aboard 

of the center’s life-support systems, which 
include a 30-foot diameter, 36,000-gallon 
tank and a 20-foot diameter, 15,000-gallon 
tank (several more are planned) that can be 
used to hold new arrivals, keep fish while 
exhibits are being renovated or prepared, or 
quarantine sick or injured fish. “I played a 
role in how the existing tanks and life sup-
port would work best in that area and also 
leave room for future tanks and life support.”

The new facility is also home to the 
aquarium’s Marine Animal Rescue Center 
and is particularly busy every fall when the 
endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtles wash 
ashore on Cape Cod and are brought in 
for treatment. While not directly involved 
in rescue operations, Bailey designed and 
installed three isolation systems in the res-
cue area and contributes to rescue efforts by 
monitoring the water quality results, inter-
preting those results, and making life sup-
port adjustments. 

Sharks and rays from the aquarium’s gi-
ant ocean tank were the first inhabitants of 
the Animal Care Center. They were tem-
porarily relocated while the tank was be-
ing treated for parasites. The copper-based 
treatment solution used to eradicate the 
parasites isn’t harmful to the other fish in 
the tank, but it can kill the sharks and rays.

Bailey now spends two to three days a 
week at the Quincy center. In addition to 
easing the space burden at the main facil-
ity on the Boston waterfront, the center has 
made procuring new fish and marine life 
easier and less expensive.

Previously, according to Bailey, because 
of the lack of holding space, when the aquar-
ium was looking to acquire fish for a new ex-
hibit the window of time to acquire the fish 
was often small and holding tanks may have 
been occupied with other fish. Now they 
can be gathered ahead of time and housed 
at the center until the exhibit is complete. 
Seventy-five cownose rays collected over the 
summer from the pound nets of fishermen 
in the Chesapeake Bay reside in the tanks 
awaiting placement in a new touch-tank ex-
hibit slated to open in April. 

“They’re gregarious and inquisitive, per-
fect for a touch tank,” says Bailey of the rays. “If we had to pur-
chase them just prior to the opening of the exhibit, the cost 
would have been significant and we would not have had the 
opportunity to work with them prior to opening.”

A school of bonnethead sharks, also destined for the 
touch-tank exhibit, circulate in the smaller of the two tanks. 
These miniature relatives of the hammerhead shark were 
culture bred in Florida, another source Bailey likes to use for 
acquiring fish because it eliminates the need to capture them 
in the wild. “They are good for a touch tank because they are 

“As an aquarist you learn to 
do it all: carpentry, plumbing, 
animal care, feeding.”

Barbara Bailey oversees the care and feeding of the fish at the Animal Care 
Center. The 75 cownose rays in the holding tank (above) receive 10 pounds of 
clams, squid heads, and shrimp twice a day.



scuba diving trip, participants explore the crystal clear waters 
of Bimini and the Berry Islands, while they learn about the 
various species they will be looking for, how to identify them, 
and how to collect them responsibly. At the end of the expedi-
tion, the participants help pack the fish into foam-lined boxes 
to be flown back to Boston.

The trip is quite popular says Bailey, and many participants 
come back for a second or third time. Last year Bailey partici-
pated in the first scuba certification trip to the Bahamas just 
for teenagers. “We got a great mix of kids,” says Bailey. “One 
even had to learn how to swim before we left.”

Whether working on new exhibits, designing systems, or 
introducing people to the wonders of the ocean and its marine 
life, after 25 years, Barbara Bailey is still living her dream—she 
is working with animals and gets to work outside. 

“The aquarium is an amazing place,” she says. “Not only 
the animals, but the people too. They’re some of the most ded-
icated people I know.”     

All in the UMass 
Amherst Family

Barbara Bailey isn’t the only UMass 
alum to find a challenging and rewarding 
career at the New England Aquarium. 
Jane Wolfson ’83, vice president of 
marketing and communications, joined 
the aquarium three years ago to lead a 
rebranding initiative and create a better 
understanding and awareness of the 
aquarium as a world leader in conser-
vation, research, and education. She 
counts two other UMass grads among 
her staff—marketing manager Teri 
Davidson ’01, who joined the aquarium 
five years ago and oversees day-to-day 
marketing operations, including print 
production, advertising placement, and 
promotional endeavors; and marketing 
coordinator Meg Rabinowitz ’07. Alan 
Abend ’82, ’93G, finds his experience 
as a wildlife and fisheries biologist a 
valuable asset as he crafts grant propos-
als to support research, conservation, 
and marine animal rescue. As program 
coordinator in the volunteer programs 
and internships office, Anthony Roux ’07 
reviews approximately 100 volunteer ap-
plications every month and oversees all 
of the aquarium’s nearly 900 volunteers 
and interns.

The giant ocean tank with the penguin pool in the foreground.

Jane Wolfson Anthony Roux Meg Rabinowitz Alan Abend Teri Davidson
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Paul Reverse
Andrew Richards ’01 presents Boston’s glories by land and by sea.

By Elizabeth Tran ’11
 

“The redcoats are going,  
the redcoats are going!”

These are the famous words of Paul Reverse. Don’t mistake him for the 
well-known midnight rider Paul Revere. 

In real life, Reverse is Andrew Richards, a Boston Duck Tours guide since 
2002. Nine months a year, he muscles 36 people at a time safely through the 
streets of Boston and into the Charles River on a 20,000-pound, amphibi-
ous World War II–era DUKW. Cars weave around the duckboat, pedestrians 
hop out of its path, and tourists quack their duck-bill-blowers as Richards 
relates an entertaining and informative mix of history, architecture, culture, 
and insight.

The company brings a special element to city tours: all guides have their 
own characters. Having grown up in Lexington, Mass., Richards found it 
natural to base his on Paul Revere. He became Paul Reverse after a summer’s 
experience as a tour guide on Martha’s Vineyard. Before taking command of 
the duckboat, his eight-week training included walking miles through the 
city with a veteran guide, memorizing textbook-thick manuals of Boston his-
tory, and acquiring five licenses and four certifications, including commer-
cial-driver, Coast Guard, and first-aid qualifications.

History never gets old for Richards as he follows in Paul Revere’s footsteps 
as many as five times a day. Trinity Church, the U.S.S. Constitution, and the 
Old State House are his favorite sites because of their stories and beautiful 
architecture. Although he’s escorted Boston celebrities and driven the DUKW 
boat in two Red Sox parades and one for the Patriots, he says, “Honestly, I 
get just as excited, for example, to travel to MIT and take a tour out where 
everyone is a nuclear physicist. That to me is something thrilling—to be able 
to meet these different types of people.” He’s also almost a landmark himself, 
having appeared in his tricorn and cape on television shows and news seg-
ments. Soon he’ll make his big-screen debut in the independent feature Losing 
Control.

Richards double-majored in anthropology (specifically archaeology) and 
Spanish literature. When touring the Back Bay, he often teaches passengers 
about the work of one of his UMass Amherst professors, Dena Ferran Din-
cauze, lead archeologist of the Boylston Street fish weir project. The weirs are 
ancient fence-like structures built by Native clans to catch fish in tidal river 
conditions. They provide fascinating evidence of the area’s history more than 
5,000 years ago.

Richards thought teaching would be his career. He tutored at UMass and 
taught ESL at the Red Cross. But, the advantages of working for Boston Duck 
Tours, including winters off and a competitive salary, keep him at the helm 
of the duckboat. Thanks to the seasonal nature of the business, he was able to 
spend time with his newborn baby last winter. 

His eight years as Paul Reverse have been “wild,” says Richards. “I never 
thought I’d do something like this. It’s definitely not a career in the traditional 
sense, but I have no regrets.” 

The Midday Rides of



Adds Ganley: “In baseball you can lose 70, 80, 90 games in a 
season. And so you can’t rise and fall on daily results; it would be 
too agonizing. And if it’s a tough loss, it just makes it a little harder 
to do your job.”

“Winning always makes it easier to get things done,” agrees 
Nadeau. “I don’t care what your job is for the team.”

“The biggest frustration is we can’t do a thing about whether 
our team wins or loses,” says Twiss. But, he tells Nadeau, “Your 
time is coming. The Bruins are taking the right steps to bring Bos-
ton a Stanley Cup.”

Despite the resurgent Bruins, the success of the Celtics, and the 
powerhouse Patriots, the three alumni sports insiders agree that 
the Red Sox still get the most attention from Boston media and 
fans. “This is first and foremost a baseball town and always has 
been,” says Twiss, who joined the Celtics in 1981 after a few years 
as a high school phys ed teacher. “No matter how many champion-
ships the other sports win, New England is a baseball haven.”

“But the interest is leveling out a bit more,” says Ganley, 
who has been with the Sox since an internship in 2000. 

THREE PEOPLE WITH some of the most enviable jobs in 
Boston are gathered around a table at a sports bar near the TD 

Garden. Jeff Twiss ’81G, Celtics vice president for media relations, 
was hired by Red Auerbach in the Bird and McHale days and 

works with Paul Pierce and company today. In dual roles 
as director of hockey administration and collegiate scout 

for the Bruins, Ryan Nadeau ’99 is close to both estab-
lished and fledgling hockey talent. Pam Ganley ’01, di-
rector of media relations for the Red Sox, is the tireless 
liaison between the media and the city’s baseball stars. 
These sport management grads agreed to put their 
BlackBerries aside for an hour to talk about the Boston 

sports scene, Twitter, travel, winning, and losing.
    Nadeau still feels the pain of the Bruins’ 2010 upset 

ousting from the playoffs: “I was preparing for travel to East-
ern Conference finals and all of a sudden the season was over. It’s 

not an easy loss to brush off.”
Twiss of the Celtics commiserates: “It’s an emotional business, 

it really is. I went through 18 straight losses in a season. During a 
streak like that, the dog starts turning away when you come home.”
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Huddle in the Hub
Sport management insiders take a time-out for shoptalk.

By Patricia Sullivan
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Three at The Four’s: UMass Amherst mentors and internships put 
these alumni on the path to careers in professional sports in Boston. 
From left: Pam Ganley (Red Sox), Jeff Twiss (Celtics), and Ryan 
Nadeau (Bruins). Outside Boston, several sport management alumni 
work for the New England Patriots.

“Last season we didn’t have a great year and the Bruins and the Celtics 
were in the playoffs. The intensity in the early part of our season was 
not what it can be. We can always tell when your seasons are over!” 

“That’s right,” says Twiss. “Last year when the Patriots were done 
early, all of a sudden the media were flooding my games.”

“I notice on my end when the Red Sox start playing, because ticket 
requests for Fenway start coming in from our players,” says Nadeau. 
“And then it’s nonstop. Have you noticed the season keeps expanding? 
In hockey, summer is a whirlwind.”

“A day for me in December and a day in July are completely dif-
ferent,” says Ganley. “I absolutely love this job, but it’s never slow. In 
the winter we have all kinds of deadlines and meetings. In summer, 
it’s just work-game-bed, work-game-bed.” Ganley stayed home for 
only 18 of the 162 Sox games last year. “I’ve missed a lot of birthdays 
and weddings,” she says. At one point, she kept two suitcases packed 
because she didn’t have time to empty them between road trips. She 
observes, “It’s especially hard in April when you’re packing for the 
weather in Tampa and New York.”

“Try Tampa and Edmonton,” says Nadeau.
Although the three concede that you can’t stress about things 

you can’t control, before the hour at The Four’s is over, Ganley has 
described the frustrating disconnection from players and media she 
feels while watching road games on NESN. Twiss confesses to an in-
ability to fully enjoy Red Sox or Bruins games; he identifies too much 
with his counterparts. Nadeau adds, “When I’m not on the road to 
oversee travel I’ll call the bus driver maybe three times to make sure 
everything’s okay.”

The rise of social media and technological advances bring new 
worries. Says Ganley, “You never know who has a Flip cam and is 
recording something; some players are tweeting every thought to the 
world; there are days when you’re rumor-chasing with the media all 
day long.”

“It’s Kryptonite!” agrees Twiss, and Nadeau smiles, having made 
the switch from media relations to hockey operations in 2007, before 
Twitter took off.

But today there are no rumors to squash, no players to placate, no 
flight delays. Twiss, Nadeau, and Ganley head back to the Garden and 
Fenway to prep for baseball’s Winter Meetings, to set up for a low-key 
home Celtics game against Portland, to view video of a promising col-
lege hockey player. They’ve vented with fellow alums who understand 
the pressures of their jobs, but they haven’t lost sight of the passions 
that brought them here.

“I grew up wanting to be in the NHL and now I’m paid to watch 
hockey,” marvels Nadeau.

Ganley recalls, “I knew I was in a dream job when I was in alumni 
relations and I was leading former Red Sox like Carl Yastrzemski, 
Johnny Pesky, Jim Rice, and Dom DiMaggio onto the field for a me-
morial to Ted Williams.”

Says Twiss, “For me growing up, I was always fascinated with pro 
sports. What happens before the first pitch? What goes on behind 

the scenes before the puck is dropped? How do they time 
the live interviews? How does it all happen?”

When you have one of Boston’s best jobs, you make 
it all happen. 

The Host of Fan Heaven

When a restaurateur says your job is 
tough, it must be so. Peter Colton 

’78 is in awe of the demands of sport 
management careers. As proprietor 
of The Four’s, the classy sports bar 
and restaurant a slap shot from the 
TD Garden, Colton knows Jeff Twiss, 
Ryan Nadeau, and other Celtics and 
Bruins insiders well.

For more than 30 years, Colton has 
worked seven days a week at The Four’s, 
crowned best sports bar in America by Sports 
Illustrated. He does everything from change light 
bulbs to review the books and at lunch hour is the polite, 
quick-footed host with an eye on two bars, 180 seats, and 
42 televisions.

Those seats are at a premium on Celtics and Bruins 
home-game days. “Luckily for us,” says Colton, “both teams 
were doing well when the economy started to go south, so 
we’ve stayed busy. Boston itself has become a bigger tour-
ist destination, and that helps business too.”

Peter Colton ’78 presides over hall-of-fame-quality  
sports memorabilia at The Four’s.
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You were. You are. UMASS.



Greater Boston 
Alumni Club: A 
Hub of Activity
The Boston Alumni Club was formed in the mid-1930s to 

maintain fellowship with and camaraderie among alumni 
of the Massachusetts State College. By 1938, it was the largest of 
the Alumni Association’s clubs, holding two functions a year: a 
men-only smoker meeting and a mid-winter banquet open to all 
graduates.

Today, the Greater Boston Alumni Club coordinates monthly 
activities that range from social gatherings, community service 
projects, networking and professional development workshops to 
cultural and professional sporting events. With more than 45,000 
alumni living in the Boston-metro area, there are always opportu-
nities to bring alumni together.

Like all regional Alumni Association clubs, alumni volunteers co-
ordinate the Greater Boston Alumni Club. Chuck Mattera ’97 has led 
the Club for the past two years, along with steering committee mem-
bers: Rachel Hansen ’06, Mike Rosloff ’03, Joe Piedrafite ’06, Lisa  
Rosenberg ’97, ’99G, Peter Kelly-Joseph ’07, Meredith Waites ’89, 
Cheryl Hoffman ’06, Molly Hayes ’06, Katie Weinmann ’06, Alysia Or-
dway ’97, Emily Martin ’06, Robert Jensen ’96, and Michelle-Kim 
Lee ’03. “What I enjoy most about volunteering as a club leader is 
seeing everyone laughing and having a good time at our events,” says 
Mattera. “I also like the fact that our Club gives back to Greater Bos-
ton through service projects.”

Helping alumni translate a UMass Amherst education to the 
workforce and cultivate strong professional networks is a special 
focus for the Club. “I’ve seen countless business cards handed out 
and I’m sure that business deals have resulted from alumni meet-
ing at our Club events,” notes Mattera. One of the Club’s signature 
events is the summer social gathering at Tia’s on the Waterfront, 
bringing hundreds of alumni together to network and socialize.

The Alumni Club is also making a big difference through its 
commitment to community service. There is never a shortage of 
volunteers willing to help local non-profits and human service 
agencies.

While the scope of programming has evolved over the past 
75 years, the purpose of the Greater Boston Alumni Club has re-
mained constant—to provide a connection between the univer-
sity and its alumni and to continue adding value to a UMass Am-
herst degree. For more information on upcoming Boston Alumni 
Club events, including event updates and invitations, send your 
email address to alumni@admin.umass.edu. 

Visit UMassAlumni.com/clubs for a complete listing of re-
gional Alumni Clubs. The annual summer gathering at Tia’s on the Boston 

waterfront draws hundreds of alumni to socialize 
and reconnect with their alma mater.

Alumni, friends, and families gathered in 
Boston at The Point, owned by Larry Post ’75, 
before the Tip-Off Classic in December. The 
basketball game at the TD Garden featured 
the Minutemen vs. Boston College.

During Community Service Month, alumni helped  
organize and distribute food at the Greater Boston  
Food Bank.

You were. You are. UMASS.
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MAROON
PRIDE!

More than 250 alumni—some from as far as  
California, Washington, and Florida—attended the  

Alumni Association gatherings in Ann Arbor before  
the UMass vs. Michigan football game in September. 

Chancellor Robert C. Holub greeted Minuteman 
fan Garret Sullivan ’99 at the Alumni Associa-
tion Tailgate Tent in the fall.

The Student 
Alumni Associa-

tion took maroon 
pride to a new 

level this fall with 
“Beat” T-shirts 

for students.

Friends from the Class 
of 1989 held their annual 

reunion at the alumni gath-
ering at Gillette Stadium.

Maroon and white was the 
perfect complement to 
this fan’s wardrobe for the 
UMass vs. UNH football 
game at Gillette Stadium.

You were. You are. UMASS.



State 
House 
Bound
It’s no easy task getting the attention of the 

Governor’s Office and State Legislature, but 
each year the Alumni Association does just 
that when it bestows its annual Distinguished 
Alumni Awards in the Great Hall of the Mas-
sachusetts State House. The notable achieve-
ments of alumni, faculty, and friends are rec-
ognized there each spring, not only bringing 
honor to UMass Amherst but also providing an 
important opportunity to connect with policy 
makers in Boston.

“There is a lot of planning and preparation 
involved in nominating the recipients, making 
the award selection, planning the ceremony, 
and finally reaching out to our state represen-
tatives to let them know about the impressive 
body of work coming out of UMass Amherst 
and its impact on the Bay State,” said Anna 
Symington ’76S, ’79, ’83G, executive director 
of the Alumni Association. “The opportunity 
this event allows to connect with our legisla-
tors is important to keeping UMass Amherst 
top-of-mind during critical votes and budget 
negotiations.”

Chancellor Robert C. Holub, who has at-
tended the event for the past two years, spoke 
last year of cutting-edge research being con-
ducted on campus. “At UMass Amherst we are 
working to transfer this research knowledge to 
businesses that are the backbone of our region’s 
economy. Manufacturing, life sciences, and 
biofuel industries are poised to benefit from 
our work. By doing so, we can affect economic 
development, employment opportunities, in-
ventions and new business ventures here in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.” 

The Alumni Association will again bring 
UMass Amherst to Boston when the 2011 Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award recipients are hon-
ored on April 13 at the State House. To learn 
more about the impressive accomplishments of 
this year’s recipients, visit UMassAlumni.com.
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Lieutenant Governor Tim 
Murray addresses the award 
recipients and guests.

Chancellor Robert C. Holub 
speaks with alumni who 
work in the State House. 

Former State Representative  
Rosemary Sandlin (left) meets with  

Alumni Association Executive  
Director Anna Symington ‘76S, ’79, ‘83G.

You were. You are. UMASS.



Alumni Finance 
Group Invests  
in Networking
One of the principles of networking is the willingness to share 

information and leads that will contribute to the success of 
your contacts—you must be willing to give as well as receive. 
Mark Massaro ’02, Konstantin Danilov ’05, and Ryan Flynn-Ka-
suba ’10 are three adept networkers who put this principle into 
action by creating the UMass Amherst Alumni Finance Group.

These Boston-based alumni came to know one another 
through networking efforts and their shared passion for advanc-
ing UMass Amherst. Massaro, an equity analyst at Avondale 
Partners, first connected with Danilov, an investment analyst 
with Manulife Financial, through the UMass Alumni LinkedIn 
Group. Together they brainstormed about ways to better utilize 
their alumni network in the financial industry. “I had made a lot 
of contacts through the Alumni Association,” said Danilov, “but 
many of them worked in fields that were not necessarily related 
to my industry.”

It wasn’t until they were introduced to Flynn-Kasuba, a finan-
cial analyst at Ropes & Gray LLP, that the idea for the Alumni 
Finance Group came together. “I heard Paul Carney ’82 speak 
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on campus during my freshman year,” said Flynn-Kasuba, 
“and he urged us to reach out our hands to one another 
after graduation and to remember the university. That re-
ally struck a chord with me and I wanted to leverage my 
professional network to expand on that idea. That’s when I 
reached out to the Alumni Association and they put me in 
contact with Konstantin and Mark, and it’s taken off from 
there.” 

Working with the Alumni Association to formalize its 
structure, the Alumni Finance Group was launched in No-
vember. Its mission is to increase communication and pro-
vide networking, learning, and mentoring opportunities 
for students and alumni involved in finance-related fields. 
It will also work with related UMass organizations to el-
evate the university’s brand and image within the finance 
community.

“I have a bit of a chip on my shoulder when it comes to 
advocating for UMass Amherst,” said Massaro. “I want to 
dispel the myth that we can’t compete with other, more elite 
schools, whether in finance or any other field. At the end 
of the day, it’s hard work and perseverance that gets the job 
done and that’s where our graduates excel.”

One of the group’s first gatherings was held at the UMass 
Club in Boston and featured guest speaker William Wall ’84, 
general counsel for Boston-based investment firm Abrams 
Capital. Wall recounted how a connection through his first 
job, a janitorial position at Boston University, landed him 
an opportunity at the State House. This experience eventu-
ally led him to Harvard Law School, where he studied and 



Annual Meeting – May 21
Alumni are invited to attend the 2011 Alumni Association 
Annual Meeting. Learn of new initiatives and ongoing 
programs that support alumni worldwide, enhance the 
student experience, and further advance UMass Amherst. 

Saturday, May 21, 2011
8:00 a.m.
Campus Center Auditorium
Visit UMassAlumni.com to register

played basketball with a fellow student named Barack 
Obama. Wall’s take-away message to the group: take 
advantage of every opportunity that seems interest-
ing and don’t be afraid to take risks, because you can’t 
predict how people or situations will play out 10 or 20 
years down the road.

In addition to monthly gatherings in Boston, the 
UMass Amherst Alumni Finance Group has its own 
LinkedIn group and sends emails to participants about 
upcoming events and activities. While the group is 
dedicated to advancing the interests of UMass stu-
dents and alumni, anyone in the finance field with a 
desire to network is welcome to participate. For more 
information on the UMass Amherst Alumni Finance 
Group or how to start a similar affinity group, contact 
the Alumni Association at alumni@admin.umass.edu.

Creators of the UMass Amherst Alumni Finance Group, from left:  
Mark Massaro ’02, Ryan Flynn-Kasuba ’10,  and Konstantin Danilov ’05.

“Why become a Minuteman  
Mentor? Why wouldn’t you, is 

the better question! I’ve been a mentor 
since the beginning of the program and I 
enjoy explaining what life is like as a consultant, complete 
with benefits and drawbacks, so mentees can determine 
whether or not being a consultant is a career path they 
want to investigate further.”

Norman Daoust ’72, data modeling and healthcare  
electronic data integration consultant

 Visit UMassAlumni.com/career to learn more about the 
Minuteman Mentor program.

Looking for Class Notes? 
Read them at 

UMassAlumni.com 
and submit your own.

Take advantage of every 
opportunity that seems 
interesting and don’t be 
afraid to take risks.

You were. You are. UMASS.



William Fibkins ’57 
promotes ongoing men-
toring for all teachers, 
especially veteran teach-
ers, in An Administrator’s 
Guide to Better Teacher 
Mentoring (Rowman & 
Littlefield Education, 2011). 
Informed by years of expe-
rience in the public schools, 
this research-based book 
reflects his engagement in 
the trenches of American 
education.

James Kaplan ’64 searched 
for the great Swedish-
American landscape artist 
Birger Sandzén and has 
found him in the texts that 
the artist wrote during his 
life in Kansas and on trips 
around the United States, 
Mexico, and Sweden. Birger 
Sandzén on Art, Music and 
Transcendence (Nordic 
Studies Press, 2010) brings 
the artist and his milieu 
to life. Kaplan is professor 
emeritus at Minnesota State 
University Moorhead.

 Ruth Owen Jones ’64, 
’78G and Sheila Rainford 
’65 write about Amherst's 
farms and the farmers who 
are collaborating in innova-
tive ways to keep fertile land 
productive in an increas-
ingly urban environment in 
Harvesting History: Amherst, 
Massachusetts, Farms 1700-
2010 (Amherst Area Publi-
cations Inc., 2010). 

Laura Doherty ’65 recounts 
Annie Ricketson’s incred-
ible adventures aboard a 
whaling ship with her sea 
captain husband from 1871 
to 1874 in Annie Ricketson’s 
Journal (Heritage Books 
Inc, 2010). Annie’s journey 
offers a fuller look at life on a 
whaling ship than the usual 
ship-log accounts. 

Elizabeth Bourque 
Johnson ’65 co-edited The 
Wind Blows, the Ice Breaks: 
Poems of Loss and Renewal 
by Minnesota Poets (Nodin 
Press, 2010).

Bruce DeSilva ’68 worked 
as a journalist for 40 years 
before retiring to write 
crime novels. Publishers 
Weekly named his Rogue 
Island (Forge Books, 2010) 
one of the best debut novels 
of 2010. Set in Rhode Island, 
it features Liam Mulligan, 
an old-school reporter at 
a dying newspaper, inves-
tigating a rash of arsons in 
Providence. 

Salma Bhalla ’70 focuses 
on the ways children com-
municate their emotional 
problems and concerns in 
Cues & Clues to Children’s 
Behaviors: A Guide to 
Raising A Happy Well-
Adjusted Child (Acacia 
Publishing Inc., 2010).

Russell P. Bellico ’70G, pro-
fessor emeritus at Westfield 
State University, has written 
his fifth book: Empires in 
the Mountains: French and 
Indian War Campaigns and 
Forts in the Lake Champlain, 

SINCE BECOMING an improbable winner 
of the 2010 Pulitzer Prize in fiction last 

April, Paul Harding’s first novel spent eight 
months on the New York Times best-seller list. 
Harding, an English major from Wenham 
who toured as a drummer with the band Cold 

Water Flat after six years on campus, also won 
prestigious PEN and Guggenheim fellowships. 
Tinkers (Bellevue Literary Press, 2009), the 
multi-layered family recollections of a dying 
New England clock repairman, has been 
widely praised for its lyricism, precision, and 
depictions of nature. 

Bookmarks

Paul Harding ’92 
Tinkers 

Lake George, and Hudson 
River Corridor (Purple 
Mountain Press, 2010). 
The book relies on diaries, 
journals, letters, and con-
temporary newspaper 
accounts to provide a first-
hand human perspective on 
the war.

Joel Fox ’70 published his 
first mystery novel, Lincoln’s 
Hand (Echelon Press, 2010), 
a modern-day mystery. The 
catalyst of the story is a 
strange historical event: an 
attempt to steal Abraham’s 
Lincoln’s body. 

Leonard Gougeon ’72G, 
’74PhD introduces Ralph 
Waldo Emerson’s philoso-
phy to the modern reader 
in Emerson’s Truth, Emer-
son’s Wisdom: Transcenden-
tal Advice for Everyday Life 
(American Transcendental 
Press, 2010). He is a profes-
sor of American literature 
and distinguished univer-
sity fellow at the University 
of Scranton and a former 
president of the Ralph Wal-
do Emerson Society. 

Gretchen Saathoff ’72 pres-
ents a distillation of 30 years 
performing and teaching in 
her e-book Goal-Oriented 
Practice: How to Avoid Traps 
and Become a Confident Per-
former (2010). It is helpful to 
pianists, singers, instrumen-
talists, and anyone else who 
strives to master a field that 
requires practice. 

Ronald Alexander ’73 com-
bines mindfulness, medita-
tion, and positive psychol-
ogy to guide readers past 
their pain and create 



fresh personal visions for 
joy, contentment, and vitali-
ty in Wise Mind Open Mind: 
Finding Purpose & Mean-
ing in Times of Crisis, Loss 
& Change (New Harbinger 
Publications, 2009). 

Christopher Howell ’73G 
has published his ninth col-
lection of poems, Dreamless 
and Possible (University of 
Washington Press, 2010). 
He teaches at Eastern Wash-
ington University and is 
a two-time winner of the 
Washington State Book 
Award. 

Richard Stewart ’74, under 
the pen name Richard Lio-
nel, creates a world of clon-
ing, stem-cell therapy and 
gene splicing in the year 
2016 in The Amherst Pro-
tocol (Xlibris Corp., 2010). 
As Clayton Tucker and his 
newspaper colleagues pre-
pare to cover the anniversa-
ry of the first human heart 
transplant using a cloned 
heart, they must prevent 
the upcoming field test of 
an advanced unstable bio-
logical weapon. Stewart is 
a forensic psychologist in 
Georgia.

Mark Mortensen ’75 writes 
the first complete biography 
of a man once called the 
most outstanding Marine 

Corps hero in World War I. 
George W. Hamilton, USMC 
(McFarland, 2011) recounts 
the life of this much-deco-
rated yet little-known hero.

Jodi Sleeper-Triplett ’80 
unveils a powerful and 
proven coaching method-
ology for coaches, parents, 
and professionals in Em-
powering Youth with ADHD: 
Your Guide to Coaching Ad-
olescents and Young Adults 
(Specialty Press/A.D.D. 
Warehouse, 2010). 

Mark Wagner ’83 pub-
lished his second book of 
poetry, Home Building (Fin-
ish Line Press, 2011). He 
also self-published a work 
of philosophy, The Immedi-
ate Field. 

Hillary Wright ’84 advo-
cates diet and exercise to 
manage polycystic ovary 
syndrome in The PCOS Diet 
Plan: A Natural Approach to 
Health for Women with Poly-
cystic Ovary Syndrome (Ten 
Speed Press, 2010). 

Gene N. McMurtry ’84 
draws upon his passion for 
science fiction in his first 
novel, Commodore Farmer 
(AKW Books, 2010). This 
book features the largest 
wormhole ever discovered, 
a new undeveloped galaxy 

brimming with immense 
resources, an unexpected 
marriage, royal intrigue, 
and hostile totalitarian forc-
es shadowing the exclusive 
path to new worlds. 

Dorothy Barresi ’85MFA 
says she is driven by a dic-
tion that is electrifyingly 
alive with the idiosyncratic 
pulse of our strange partic-
ular historic moment in her 
fourth collection of poetry, 
American Fanatics (Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Press, 
2010). 

Kristen (Scholz) Demeo 
’89G of Adams, Massachu-
setts, self-published her 
third book, The Legend of 
Mt. Greylock; A History of 
a Mountain (Instant Pub-
lisher, 2010). The book is 
written for both children 
and adults.

Marty Dobrow ’89G chron-
icles the struggles of six mi-
nor leaguers, including two 
UMass Amherst grads, in 
Knocking on Heaven’s Door: 
Six Minor Leaguers in Search 
of the Baseball Dream (Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
Press, 2010). Dobrow teach-
es journalism and writes for 
The Boston Globe and other 
publications. Four of his 
pieces have earned recogni-
tion in Houghton Mifflin’s 

collections of best Ameri-
can sports writing. 

Robert Fesmire ’89 and co-
author Vikram Janardhan 
present a comprehensive 
overview of energy issues in 
the two volumes of Energy 
Explained: Conventional 
Energy and Alternative En-
ergy (Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers Inc, 2010). 

Allan O’Connell ’89PhD, 
in Camera Traps in Animal 
Ecology: Methods and Anal-
yses (Springer, 2010), details 
the use of remote photog-
raphy and infrared sensors 
in the sampling of wildlife 
populations worldwide, es-
pecially cryptic or elusive 
species, for effective wildlife 
management. O’Connell is a 
research wildlife biologist in 
Maryland. 

Brenda Marshall ’90PhD 
links the lives and schemes 
of frontier politicians, 
Northern Pacific Railroad 
executives, bonanza farm-
ers, and homesteaders in 
her 19th-century epic Da-
kota, or What’s a Heaven 
For (North Dakota Institute 
for Regional Studies, 2010). 
Marshall teaches in the Eng-
lish department at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. 



Bookmarks

David Goldberg ’04PhD 
chronicles the history of 
direct-action campaigns to 
open up the construction 
industry to black workers in 
the 1960s and 1970s in Black 
Power at Work: Community 
Control, Affirmative Action, 
and the Construction 
Industry (Cornell University 
Press, 2010). The history of 
Black Power’s community 
organizing informs more 
recent debates about job 
training and placement 
for unemployed, under- 
employed, and under-repre-
sented workers. 

Heather A. Murray ’06PhD 
challenges the myth of gay 
men’s and women’s ostracism 
from disapproving families 
in Not in This Family: Gays 
and the Meaning of Kinship in 
Postwar North America (Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Press, 
2010). She shows how kin-
ship ties were an animating 
force in gay culture, politics, 
and consciousness. 

Joel Martin gathers emerg-
ing and leading voices to re-
consider the complex and of-
ten misunderstood history of 
Native people’s engagement 
with Christianity and with 
Euro-American missionaries 
in Native Americans, Chris-
tianity, and the Reshaping 
of the American Religious 
Landscape (The University of 
North Carolina Press, 2010). 
Martin is vice provost for 
academic personnel, dean of 
the faculty, and distinguished 
professor of history at UMass 
Amherst.

THE RECIPIENT OF the 2007 Pulitzer 
Prize in poetry, Trethewey spent several 

days on campus in February as an Eleanor 
Bateman Scholar in Residence. She met with 
students and read from her recent work, 
including poems 

from her forthcoming collection, Thrall. In 
her memoir, Beyond Katrina: A Meditation 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast (University of 
Georgia Press, 2010), Trethewey, a native of 
Gulfport, Miss., weaves her memories with the 
experiences of family, friends, and neighbors.

Natasha Trethewey ’95MFA 
Beyond Katrina 

Bookmarks includes a selected list of titles of general interest by alumni and faculty authors. 
To have your book considered, contact umassmag@admin.umass.edu.

Andrew L. Slap ’94, associ-
ate professor of history at 
East Tennessee State Univer-
sity, has edited Reconstruct-
ing Appalachia: The Civil 
War’s Aftermath (University 
Press of Kentucky, 2010). 
The compelling essays in 
this book provide an inti-
mate portrait of Appalachia 
as a diverse collection of 
communities. 

Marilyn Blackwell ’96PhD 
uncovers the story of a 
complex woman in Fron-
tier Feminist: Clarina How-
ard Nichols and the Politics 
of Motherhood (University 
Press of Kansas, 2010). The 
book reveals the role women 
played in “Bleeding Kansas” 
and how women’s rights be-
came entwined in the battle 
to rid the expanding nation 
of slavery. 

Jane Rosenberg LaForge 
’98MFA writes poems in 
Half-Life (Big Table Publish-
ing, 2010) that one poetry 
journal described as “born 
of living life in the midst of 
multiple losses and deaths, 
never knowing if one has hit 
that half-life mark yet. Close 
to the bone is where all of 
these poems live.”

Steve Himmer ’99 wrote the 
darkly comic novel, The Bee-
Loud Glade (Atticus Books, 
2011), about a corporate 
drone who agrees to live as 
an ornamental hermit  on a 
billionaire’s estate.

Charley Eiseman ’00 
and Noah Charney ’09G, 
’12PhD wrote the first-ever 
reference book of its kind, 
Tracks & Sign of Insects 
and Other Invertebrates: A 

Guide to North American 
Species (Stackpole Books, 
2010). The book won the 
outdoor world’s largest 
and most prestigious book 
prize, the National Outdoor 
Book Award, for best nature 
guidebook of 2010.

Nicholas Iandolo ’02 wrote 
Cut the Crap and Write That 
Damn Screenplay! (lulu.
com, 2010) to help new writ-
ers get past their fears and 
self-consciousness.

Eric Janszen ’04 presents a 
businessperson’s assessment 
of what went wrong with the 
economy and his best shot at 
a solution in The Postcatas-
trophe Economy (Portfolio/
Penguin, 2010). He predicts 
the next economic iceberg 
and explains how all of us 
can steer clear. 



1930s

Herbert E. Stone ’33, 8/21/10, Freeport, ME
Howland F. Atwood ’38, 7/29/10, Hendersonville, NC
Bernard L. Kohn ’38, 11/14/10, Atlanta, GA
Elmer R. Lombard ’38, 3/15/10, Trenton, MI
John Bemben ’39, 10/27/10, Wilbraham
Clifford E. Lippincott ’39, 11/12/10, Pelham
Walter T. Wakefield ’39, 11/3/10, Willington, CT
Mary P. (Bemben) Wiesztort ’39, 7/27/10, Ashfield

1940s

Roy E. Morse ’40, ’41G, ’48G, 9/29/10, Advance, NC
Esther P. (Pratt) Nowell ’40, 8/8/10, Wakefield
George T. Pitts ’40, 9/11/10, Hilton Head Island, SC
Donald H. Shaw ’40, 10/25/10, Worcester
Sidney C. Siegal ’40, 1/20/10, Bronx, NY
Mary A. Stewart ’40, 12/8/09, Saratoga Springs, NY
Saul B. Klaman ’41, 10/15/10, Chestnut Hill 
Harold H. McLean ’42, ’49G, 12/14/09, 
 Sierra Vista, AZ
Rupert D. Morrill ’42, 10/28/10, Falmouth 
Dorothy A. (Atwood) Nardi ’42, 9/23/10, 
 Feeding Hills 
Howard T. Bangs ’43, 3/10/10, Bath, PA
Louis O. Lescault ’43, 10/17/10, Wilbraham
Irving S. Mendelson ’43, 9/27/10, Cherry Hill, NJ
Betsy (Jacob) Reed ’45, 4/8/10, Keansburg, NJ
Eleanor L. (Rockwood) Rowe ’46, 8/7/10, Dayton, OH
Pauline (Morlock) Russell ’46, 9/30/10, 
 Palm Harbor, FL 
Eva Schiffer ’46, 11/10/10, Amherst 
Arthur S. Irzyk ’47, 9/24/10, Lynn
Russell B. Bass ’48, 3/3/10, Kelso, WA
Robert F. Crerie ’49, 8/24/10, Worcester
Robert J. Kelsey ’49, 8/8/10, Toms River, NJ
Irving I. Litman ’49, 8/19/10, Naples, FL
Gilbert W. Nichols ’49, 1/30/10, Grafton
Langdon Prouty Jr. ’49, 10/30/10, Chapel Hill, NC

1950s

James L. Billings ’50, 10/11/10, Rochester, VT
Paul E. Channell ’50, 7/30/10, North Eastham
John J. McManus ’50, 8/7/10, Windsor, CT
Harold L. Procter ’50, 10/24/10, Weymouth
John M. Ritchie ’50, 10/27/10, Pepperell 
William A. Saverse ’50, 7/27/10, Atkinson, NH
Donald E. Sisson ’50, 9/3/10, Murdock, FL
John M. Supranovicz ’50, 9/18/10, Palm Coast, FL
Robert P. Winterhalter ’50, 9/29/10, Ashland
Frank J. Wojcik ’50, 3/22/10, Oceanside, CA 
Michael G. Wrabel ’50, 11/15/10, Webster
Michael C. Damiano ’51, 8/10/10 Beaver, PA
Philip J. Dean ’51, 11/9/10, Holyoke
Benedict F. Galas ’51, 9/22/10, Monson
John C. Green ’51, 8/8/10, Belchertown
Nancy F. (Hoffman) Griswold ’51, 10/4/10,   
 Newton, NC
Norman E. Barbeau ’52, 7/27/10, Gansevoort, NY
Eugene A. Dranka ’52, 11/15/10, Palmer
Ronald R. MacLeod ’52, 5/16/10, Hampstead, NH  
Roland P. Mennella ’52, 11/20/10, Fire Island, NY
Joan (Carlson) Brown ’53, 9/10/10, Sanborton, NH 
Annette (White) MacLachlan ’53, 8/18/10,   
 Middletown, CT
Arnold S. Schutzberg ’53, 3/25/10, Cambridge
Mary Lou (Glynn) Cook ’54, 11/3/10, Fitchburg
John F. Davis ’54, 11/8/10, Elizabeth City, NC
Stephen F. D'Urso ’55, 8/23/10, Andover
Janet H. Hartford ’55, 7/1/10, Truro, Nova Scotia

Richard E. Murray ’56, 7/26/10, Ware
Dale (Alfred) Fleming ’57, 8/5/10, Haverhill
Judith A. (O'Leary) Heywood ’57, 8/4/10, 
 Blacksburg, VA
Jane (Guertin) McCarthy ’57, 5/22/10, 
 League City, TX  
Myrtle (Davis) Simas ’57, 8/25/10, Lakeville
Joseph F. Szala ’57, 4/19/10, Venice, FL  
John E. Enos ’58, 9/5/10, Gloucester
William H. Eaton ’59, 7/8/10, Kerrville, TX  

1960s

Patricia A. Roberts ’60, 5/22/10, Rockland, ME
Fred H. Rowe ’60, 8/18/10, Brandon, VT  
James E. Dunleavy ’61, 11/9/10, Ithaca, NY
Richard Egsegian ’61, 10/28/10, Grafton
Francis J. Fitzpatrick ’61, 8/15/10, Lutz, FL
David N. Morin ’61, 6/13/10, Corinth, VT
Ludwig J. Wiesztort ’61, 8/14/10, Leeds
Raymond C. Dion ’62, 9/21/10, Lynn
Matthew L. Collins ’63, 11/3/10, New Bern, NC
William D. Del Vecchio ’63, 9/5/10, Randolph
A. Edwin Wilczynski ’63, 8/8/10, Weare, NH
Gerald W. Anderson ’64, 10/20/10, Nantucket
Thomas W. Haresign ’64G, 9/5/10, Water Mill, NY
James Michael ’64G, 8/2/10, Rochester, NY
David S. Blodgett ’65, 8/3/10, Cape Vincent, NY
Alan T. Campbell ’65G, 10/25/10, Vineyard Haven
David A. Daisy ’65, 9/17/10, Anchorage, AK
Robert D. Tellier ’65G, 10/27/10, Leominster
Jack P. Wysong ’65, ’67G, 8/15/10, Newburyport
Marianne A. (Karella) Della-Luna ’66, 10/11/10,   
 Mashpee
David A. Sullivan ’66, 7/25/10, East Otis 
Barry E. Hambright ’67G, 11/2/10, Gastonia, NC
Judith (Sanford) Tietze ’67, 10/10/10, Edmonds, WA
Paul R. Wozniak ’67G, 6/23/10, Bowling Green, KY
Donna M. (Massey) Gell ’68, 10/17/10, Somerset
Paul J. Grudis ’68, 8/12/10, Centralia, WA
Margaret Klein ’68G, 11/6/10, Amherst
Margaret M. Sadlier ’68, 7/24/10, Jacobstown, NJ
Sherman V. Wheeler ’68G, 10/13/10, Marblehead
Linda L. (Brown) Berard ’69, 10/29/10, Longmeadow
John J. Wojciak ’69, 9/5/10, Lancaster

1970s

James F. Healy ’70, ’73G, 10/13/10, Quincy
Ronald M. Kosnicki ’70, 9/2/10, Three Rivers
Steven J. Olynik ’70, 10/24/10, South Deerfield
Diane M. DeBenedetto ’71, 9/23/10, Florence
Harlan S. Godes ’71, 7/16/10, West Hollywood, CA 
Peter J. McErlain ’71, 9/28/10, Easthampton
Patricia A. Shea ’71G, 11/6/10, West Springfield
Jeffrey S. Vengrow ’71, 11/9/10, Flagler Beach, FL
Judith H. Barrett ’72, 6/27/10, Sun City Center, FL
Marsha (Cadette) Ciaschini ’72, 9/8/2010,   
 Northampton 
Paul C. Gardner ’72, 8/4/10, Nashua, NH
Frances S. (Stratton) Monroe ’72G, 7/15/10,  
 Green Valley, AZ
Judith G. Rosen ’72G, 3/23/10, Pikesville, MD
Barry L. Stern ’72, 7/29/10, Brookline
Eugene I. Angus ’73G, 10/29/10, Conway
John D. Kazar ’73G, 10/3/10, South Deerfield
Paul E. Parker ’73G, 7/25/10, McAllen, TX
Anne E. Hill ’75, 9/3/10, North Adams
Marjorie Peace Lenn ’75G, ’78G, 10/16/10,   
 Alexandria, VA
Dennis J. Roth ’75G, 7/25/10, Brattleboro, VT
Martha S. Brandfass ’76G, 9/29/10, Springfield

Arnold B. Cushing ’76, 10/3/10, Baltimore, MD
Diane M. Florian ’77, ’93G, 8/6/10, Springfield
Frederick E. Joyce ’77, 9/30/10, Acton
William A. Popko ’77, 10/10/10, West Springfield
Frank A. Rocca ’77, 8/2/10, Pittsfield
Nancy Frohlof ’78, 8/4/10, Westborough
William M. Cwyk ’79G, 9/19/10, Tannersville, PA
Leonard F. Farrey ’79G, 10/17/10, Worcester
Joseph D. Levens ’79, 9/16/10, Dedham
Alden F. Pettengill ’79, 8/25/10, South Dartmouth
Ellen A. Stutsman ’79G, 10/22/10, Shutesbury

1980s

Joseph M. Vincent ’80, 8/25/10, Dracut
Tamara E. (Tiagwad) Wagner ’80, 10/25/10,   
 Lincoln City, OR
Maurice G. Jodry ’81, 7/29/10, Maynard
Nancy B. Piccus ’81G, 8/8/10, Longmeadow
Barbara B. Snoek ’81G, 10/2/10, Easthampton
Mark R. Egan ’82, 8/1/10, Centerville
Cynthia M. Donahue ’84, 10/25/10, Springfield
Margaret E. (Lawrence) Ferguson ’84G, 8/20/10,   
 Framingham
Allen E. Gordon ’84, 11/15/10, Springfield
Ari M. Gross ’85, 9/4/10, Bedford, NY 
Mary L. (Luciuk) Medonis ’85, 9/26/10,   
 Pleasantville, NY
Marilyn E. Bulger ’86G, ’92G, ’08, 7/29/10, Grafton
Geraldine (Nigro) Reed ’87, 11/2/10, Byfield
Charles F. Fister ’88G, 12/31/09, Northampton
Marjorie Lapham ’88G, 11/21/10, Worcester
G. J. Reed ’88G, 7/25/10, Amherst
Daniel J. St. Cyr ’89, 5/30/10, Salem, NH

1990s

Jeff S. Heyman ’90, 8/7/10, Vallejo, CA
Alexander R. Ferraro ’91G, 8/9/10, Milton
Lawrence C. Fox ’91, 11/2/10, Dartmouth
Sean P. O'Connell ’91, 10/25/10, Colrain
David E. Bourdeau ’92G, 8/2/10, Longmeadow
Jennifer A. Fasulo ’96, ’99G, 8/18/10, Bronx, NY
Benjamin I. Julier ’98, 11/4/10, Winthrop  
Juan G. Cadena ’99, ’09G, 7/29/10, South Hadley 

2000s

Carl Powers ’02, 3/4/10, Boston
Marilyn E. Bulger ’08, ’86G, ’92G, 7/29/10, Grafton
Eugene V. Losik ’08, 2/10/10, Lawrence

faculty

Prof. John J. Bonsignore, 8/16/10, Amherst, MA
Prof. R. Clinton Fuller, 10/18/10, Amherst, MA
Prof. G. Stanley Koehler, 10/7/10, Amherst, MA
Dr. Roy E. Morse, ’40, ’41 MS, ’48 PhD, 9/29/10,   
 Advance, NC
Prof. Richard A. Rohde, 9/16/10, Whately, MA
Prof. Eva Schiffer, ’46, 11/10/10, Amherst, MA

In Memoriam



of motion and sound, far beyond the range of my provin-
cial hometown. Later I took my children to Boston’s sports 
shrines: Michael to the old Garden, where we cheered the 
Russell-Havlicek Celtics or Liam and Kate to Fenway to see 
Yaz’s team. Now I accompany my grandchildren on Swan Boat 
rides, to Children’s Museum outings and, of course, to Fenway 
Park, Red Sox Nation’s cathedral. Boston Marathoners know 
that after Heartbreak Hill the city slopes toward the sea and the 
original Trimountain was long ago lopped off, but my Boston 
remains a city upon a hill, a place I look and try to measure 
up to.

For 45 years my Boston has centered at UMass Boston. First 
in Park Square, the heart of the city, where I experienced the 
heady pleasure of discovery, learning Great Books and Com-
position alongside my students. Then, since 1974, at Columbia 
Point, a former dumpsite now a jewel in the crown of Boston 
Harbor.

On a bright mid-summer day not long ago I accompanied a 
group of students on a boat tour of the Harbor Islands; we cir-
cled Boston Light, then walked Thompson Island, gaining a de-
tached perspective upon the urban landscape. Later we walked 
inner-city Boston, starting at the Public Garden. We admired 
the flowers, the Swan Boats and the statuary, particularly Make 
Way for Ducklings, a tribute to Robert McCloskey’s book. But 
my students were shocked when I told them we were walking 
on water—well, on what had been water and is now sculptured 
landscape across from the Common. In the mid-19th century, 
mudflats were filled in and the new land was shaped into a garden 
for Bostonians. So, from the City on a Hill to the Public Garden 
Lagoon has Boston been made and remade by its enlightened 
citizenry. In McCloskey’s redemptive parable of Boston, “The 
ducklings liked the new island so much that they decided to live 
there. All day long they follow the swan boats and eat peanuts.” 
So, true Greater Bostonians all, did we. 

My Boston
By Shaun O’Connell ’57, ’70PhD

MY BOSTON CROSSES boundary lines and reaches into 
surrounding cities and towns: north to Somerville  and 

southwest to West Roxbury—nearby communities where two 
of my children and their families live; then to MetroWest, 
where my wife and I have spent most of our lives, and even 
farther west where another son and his family dwell. My Bos-
ton is a powerful magnetic center that pulls us ever inward: to 
the Common, Fenway Park, Symphony Hall, the MFA, indeed 
to all the cultural treasures that Boston—truly the Hub of our 
family’s solar system—holds.

My Boston stretches back from its glistening present to its 
resonant past, more than half a century gone. I first came to the 
city on the Old Post Road, with Uncle Cliff, who brought me 
to baseball games—to Fenway Park to watch the transcendent 
Ted Williams and to Braves Field to see the peerless Spahn and 
Sain and to pray it wouldn’t rain. As we walked to these ball-
parks, he warned me not to be gawking at the tall buildings lest 
I stub my toe on the sidewalk, but I couldn’t stop looking up.  

A few years later I explored the tangled streets of the 
city on my own, from Scollay Square to Back Bay jazz clubs. 
At Storyville and the Hi-Hat I stood in awe at a new world 
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Shaun O’Connell ’57, ’70PhD is 
professor of English at UMass Boston 
and the editor of Boston: Voices and 
Visions (University of Massachusetts 
Press, 2010), an interpretive anthol-
ogy of writings by notable preach-
ers, politicians, poets, novelists, and 
diarists.
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A future food scientist blends art and chemistry in the 
new Fergus M. Clydesdale Center for Foods for Health 
and Wellness, which opened in Chenoweth in April.
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