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Giddyap!

My mother, Carolyn Rider Ice ’33S, 
who passed away last year, would have 
loved “Heavy Horses” (Spring 2012). 
She often talked about the class she 
took in which the students learned 
to plow with a horse. She owned her 
own quarter horse, and like most of 
the students of the 1930s, she had seen 
horses used in farm work, but had never 
done any work like that herself. She 
often told about the day in class when 
one of the girls slipped while plowing 
and fell down in the furrow. The plow 
horse was so used to the work that he 
went right on to the end of the furrow, 
dragging the girl along through the 
mud and dirt. The girl was laughing so 
hard she couldn’t get up or get the horse 
to stop in spite of yelling at him and 
trying to pull on the reins.

Diana Carolyn Ice 
Burlingham, N.Y.

In the mid-1960s, required physical 
education classes forced us to try 
activities we might never have before 
considered. UMass has and had a strong 
agricultural school and that meant, in 
part, lots of horses. So I elected to take 
horseback riding one quarter. I knew 
as much about horses as I did about 
quantum mechanics, but most of the 
class was female, so that provided an 
added incentive.

You have to consider that the horses 
in question were tired of being poked 
and bothered by undergrads, and their 
attitude showed their displeasure. 
There was one horse named Rascal, 
and Rascal had retired. He kept 
demonstrating his attitude toward 
further work by trying to kill me. He 
bit me. He stepped on my feet. He tried 
to scrape me off against every rock and 
tree he could find. He would run and 
then stop short, trying to throw me off 
over his head. As the only guy in the 
class I could not, of course, cry panic 
and ask for another horse. So Rascal 
and I fought to a draw for that quarter.

I have often wondered into which 
glue factory that old bastard finally 
went. I suspect that somewhere there 
is a pot of glue that refuses to hold 
anything in place.

Ken Sherman ’68, ’75G 
North Grafton, Mass.

My brother, Dan Swansey, graduated 
from Stockbridge in 2004, and he and 
his wife now run their own organic 
farm, Yacolt Mountain Farm and 
Nursery in Yacolt, Washington. They 
use workhorses to plow their fields!

Karen Swansey Tegelaar ’96 
Medway, Mass.

The new draft horse program is a real 
win-win-win for horses, students, and 
UMass. Almost no one wants to be put 
out to pasture.

Also, I spent much of yesterday on 
campus for only the second time after 
graduation over 30 years ago. My first 
visit seven or eight years ago left me 
discouraged because the campus looked 
so run down but yesterday changed my 
attitude. New construction and better 
maintenance of the grounds made a 
much better impression on me and my 
daughter as she begins the process of 
looking for a college.

Cynthia Wojcicki ’80, DVM 
Hampton Falls, N.H.

Margulis Lauded

I was saddened to read of the death 
of Professor Lynn Margulis (“A 
Different Kind of Scientist,” Spring 
2012). Her biological research on the 
symbiotic development of eukaryotic 
cells (the cells of all multicellular 
organisms including humans) and her 
popularizing of the Gaia Hypothesis 
with James Lovelock were certainly 
welcomed as unifying concepts to all 
who teach biological sciences.

The Gaia Hypothesis views all 
components of Nature as one holistic 
life support system. Therefore, if we care 
about life on Earth, we must recognize 
that only by protecting biodiversity and 
the Earth’s biogeochemical cycles will 
life continue.

We have created a world obsessed 
with hedonistic economic growth, 
plagued with political instability, 
and rocketing toward a human 
population of eight billion! We further 
assume that somehow our survival is 
possible isolated from Nature. Equally 
frightening, we view natural resources 
as distinct commodities, totally ignoring 
the consequences of their exploitation 
and depletion. These unsustainable 

human pursuits contrast sharply with 
our scientific understanding of the 
sustainable intricacies of Nature as 
explained in the Gaia Hypothesis.

For me, Lynn Margulis’s legacy as 
an advocate for the Gaia Hypothesis 
presents a scientific alternative to 
our erroneous, misguided, and 
superstitious assumptions concerning 
the workings of life on Earth. Our world 
urgently needs this paradigm, for in the 
words of the poet Matthew Arnold we 
are: “Wandering between two worlds, 
one dead, / The other powerless to be 
born…”

Donal W. Halloran ’55, ’60G 
Associate Professor Emeritus, Biology 

University of Wisconsin 
Marshfield, Wis.

Name Recognition

What a wonderful surprise when I 
turned to page six of the Spring 2012 
issue and saw a photograph of the 
UMass hockey team with the goalie at 
the end of the line and the name on his 
uniform is my name—Mastalerz.

I graduated from UMass in 1948, 
then went to Purdue University for a 
master’s degree in horticulture, then 
to Cornell University where I earned 
a PhD in floriculture. In 1952 I joined 
the faculty of UMass at the Waltham 
Experiment Station for four years of 
research on greenhouse flower crop 
production. In 1956, I accepted a 
research position at Penn State, where 
I retired as professor emeritus of 
horticulture after 30 years.

I would like to offer my best wishes 
to the young man with my name on his 
uniform.

John W. Mastalerz ’48 
Chandler, Ariz.

Vested Interest

I loved reading about Brian Mullen 
and Chris Leidel (“The Quest for the 
Vest,” Spring 2012). The vest they have 
created would be such a tremendous 
help to someone like my son whose 
challenges with sensory integration 
are often mitigated with a compression 
vest. My friend’s daughter also has 
autism and she was equally enthused by 
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the article—and of course we were both 
proud that the work was coming out of 
our alma mater!

Dayna Klein ’91 
Yarmouth, Maine

Tea and Poetry

I read with interest Helen Wise’s article 
on the benefits of learning about tea in 
its many forms (“Tea for Ten,” Spring 
2012). UMass is again leading the 
nation. As a clueless American I had to 
be introduced to “Proper Tea” by my 
English wife. Recalling our joyous tea 
experiences in England gave us many 
disappointments here, which inspired 
the following: 

Proper Tea

In America there’s a mystery 
On just how to make a cup of tea. 
Hotels, restaurants, caterers too 
Apparently, never have a clue.

 

First, boil the water 
Then warm the pot. 
Pour boiling over the tea 
Or tea—you have not!

 
Let it steep— 
A minute or two. 
Now, you’ve made tea 
As the English do.

 
A little milk, a little sugar, 
Perhaps a biscuit or a cake: 
Life improved by this small pleasure 
Is my cup of tea, and so easy to make.

Jim Cahillane ’89, ’97G 
Williamsburg, Mass.

War Stories

I enjoyed the article about UMass 
veterans (“War Comes to Lewis Hall,” 
Spring 2012). How about those of 
us who continued on campus? By 
February 1943 a large segment of the 
male students had been drafted and 
our classes were dominated by females. 
Within a few weeks, the remaining male 
students were kicked out of the two 
men’s dormitories and forced to find 
housing in town. One Sunday night, 
Air Force buses went up the hill to the 

two empty dormitories with trainees 
from the Army Air Force. Of course, 
they had to be fed. My roommate, Carol 
Goodchild ’45, and I got jobs in the 
chow line for 50 cents an hour, more 
than the 25 cents an hour that most 
students earned in campus jobs. Our 
1945 graduating class had begun with 
440 students and graduated 112.

Another little incident….One 
Sunday evening at the Abbey [the 
women’s residence hall] one of the 
female students ran through the dorm 
shouting, “Ted Williams is out front!” I 
went to the front window, like everyone 
else. Yes, there he was and very, very 
tall. He was stationed in a military 
group at Amherst College.

Irmarie Scheuneman Jones ’45 
Greenfield, Mass. 

More Dish on Knish

It was a surprise to see my New York 
City ZIP code 10003 in the UMass 
alumni magazine (“In Search of Lost 
Knishes,” Spring 2012). I wonder how 
many other alums live in 10003? Could 
we get together?

Perhaps we could take a chance and 
travel to ZIP 10002 where we would 
find Yonah Schimmel’s Knishery. It has 
existed since 1880 and continues serving 
a variety of knishes in a very unadorned 
space. Ambience? Not really. Nostalgia? 
Loaded with it. Taste: Either delicious 
or acquired. Worth a stop? Absolutely! It 
is a little further downtown than Knish 
Alley, but not by much.

Carol Chesler ’64 
New York, N.Y.

Good writing, Laura Silver! Reading this 
article made me flash back to visiting 
New York several years ago. I went 
in search of the vendors on Orchard 
Street, where I vividly recalled going as 
a child with my grandparents to shop 
for clothes. It was loud, animated, and 
crowded and I loved it. I was sad when 
I didn’t find it that day. Orchard Street 
has gone the way of the knishes.

Deborah Stoloff ’96G 
Plainville, Mass.
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With special thanks to Professor Jeffrey Holmes and 
Professor Eric Berlin of the Department of Music, 
and the UMass Trumpet Ensemble, for a tenth-
anniversary fanfare.

UMass Amherst Libraries’ 
tenth annual Dinner with 
Friends established the 
Yankee Publishing Special  
Collections Fellowships 
honoring Yankee’s gift of 
its company archives to 
the Libraries.

Bassette Printers
Brattle Book Shop
Elsevier
Lexington Group
Marcus Printing
MicroTek, Inc.
Prime Time Plus

Thank you to our 2012 Dinner with Friends sponsors:

Print Associates
Sunshine Sign Co.
Taylor Rental
UMass Amherst University Store 
UMass Catering
Wiley-Blackwell
Yankee Publishing

In advance of the 2013 celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding 
of UMass Amherst, the Libraries’ Department of Special Collections and 
University Archives has launched YouMass, a collaborative website for 
the history of the university from its 1863 founding as the Massachusetts 

Agricultural College to the present. The site is open for all members  
of the UMass community, past and present, to contribute to  

recording our history. 

To share information, please go to:  
www.library.umass.edu/spcoll/youmass/

Big Birthday 
Coming Up!  Years

Help  
Commemorate

 150
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Building a Big Name in Big Sculptures

ARTIST SOPHEAP PICH ’95 says he’s never felt fully a  
  part of any one culture. “I have no social skill,” he says, 

“I don’t understand where I belong.” Nevertheless, Pich has 
established a place in the international art world. The intricate 
sculptures he creates in his studio on the Mekong River 
outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, have resonated with viewers 
at galleries and museums in the United States, Australia, 
Europe, and Asia.

Pich’s professed awkwardness has understandable origins. 
Born in Cambodia in 1971, he was a child during the Khmer 
Rouge genocide in which as many as 2.5 million Cambodians 
were murdered. He lived in refugee camps with his family 
before moving to Amherst in 1984. Attending middle 
school in Massachusetts, speaking limited English and not 
understanding how to dress or act, gave him profound culture 
shock. At his father’s urging, he enrolled in UMass as a premed 
student, but “failed pretty much all my classes,” he recalls. 
In his sophomore year, Gen Ed courses in poetry and music 
appreciation opened him up to wider possibilities. Pich took 
a painting class with Professor Jeanette Cole, now associate 
chair of art, architecture, and art history. From then on, he 
says, “There was no need to study anything else.”

After UMass, he traveled, worked as a picture framer, and 
went on to earn a master’s degree at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. In 2003 he returned for the first time 
to Cambodia. Living cheaply there, he began to try to build 
a life as an artist and spent much of his time painting. But 
the medium frustrated him. “I came to find the language of 

painting—moving paint around on the canvas with a brush— 
detached,” he says. “The gestures weren’t mine. I wanted to 
make something more real.”

Things fit together for Pich when he constructed his first 
sculpture. As he cut bamboo with a knife and razor blade he 
recalled making sling-shots and toy boats in refugee camps 
as a boy. “All those memories and all that joy of working with 
my hands came back and was really beautiful,” he says. He felt 
connected to nature through his materials and found he could 
express himself through sculpture. He gave up painting.

Pich’s large bamboo and rattan sculptures appear at once 
fragile and strong. The works call to mind for some the 

Artist in Residence Sopheap Pich (left) advised art students: 
“The only way to have new ideas is to keep working.”

Around the Pond
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Around the Pond

struggle of the Cambodian people, who are often noted for 
their resilience. “Cambodia is a sensitive place, like anywhere 
that has recently been through a civil war,” Pich says. “The 
work reflects that sort of reality.”

Several of his former professors, who remember him as 
hard working and talented, and those who know Pich only 
by his rising reputation in the art scene welcomed him back 
to UMass Amherst in April as the University Museum of 
Contemporary Art’s first artist in residence, funded by a gift 
from the class of 1961. As part of his residency, he gave a 
public lecture, met with art students, and planned a two-week 
return visit to Amherst in October, when in collaboration with 
the art department and the museum, he will work on a series 
of prints commissioned by the residency program and lead a 
sculpture workshop. This spring, UMass students helped Pich 
install one of his sculptures at MASS MoCA in North Adams, 
where it can be seen as part of the “Invisible Cities” exhibit 
until February.

Although he may sometimes still feel as awkward as when 
he arrived in Amherst as an adolescent, Pich is self-assured 
in his art. “He takes the role of the artist in society seriously,” 
says Jeanette Cole. “He has captured the imaginations of his 
audience through his work.”

—Patricia Sullivan

Sopheap Pich’s bamboo and rattan 
sculpture, “Compound,” will be on display 
at MASS MoCA until February.

New Chancellor

PHYSICIST KUMBLE R. SUBBASWAMY  
  was appointed UMass Amherst’s 

new chancellor by the University of 
Massachusetts Board of Trustees in March. 
Subbaswamy, the first Indian-American to 
serve as chancellor to the campus, arrives 
from the University of Kentucky, where he 
was provost.
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2012 Commencement 

ON A BRIGHT, breezy weekend in May, about 5,000 
 undergraduate and 1,000 graduate students became 

proud UMass Amherst alumni.

Around the Pond

PHOTOS BY JOHN SOLEM
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A Different Kind of Sorority 
IGU turns 50

BACK IN 1962, when freshmen wore beanies, campus 
  had curfews, and Bartlett Hall was new, five freshmen 

decided to launch a sorority. They went to see Dean of 
Women Helen Curtis, who tested their resolve with a 
mountain of paperwork and requirements. The founding five 
were undeterred and thanks to their vision and persistence, 
over the years some 900 UMass Amherst women have joined 
the sorority they founded, Iota Gamma Upsilon. More than 
200 Iota Gams came to campus to celebrate IGU’s 50th 
anniversary in May. With no national affiliation, it is one of 
the oldest independent sororities in the country.

Today’s IGU pledges must memorize the names of the 
founding five, which included Ginny Mallison Stibolt ’65. 
“We were not your stereotypical sorority girls of the time,” 
says Stibolt. “We’d gone through rush, and just didn’t find a 
good fit. We were diverse and independent minded.”

Stibolt joined five of the original 16 sisters to make final 
preparations for the anniversary weekend. As they arranged 
masses of IGU daffodils, they shared memories of the 
sorority’s early days. Their first home was the Gingerbread 
House at 314 Lincoln Avenue, where 12 girls slept in rows in 
the attic. Jerri Kaplan Sher ’70 was pinned and then engaged 
in the house. Dael Chapman ’69, ’79G, a member of the 
Winter Carnival court, remembered sitting next 
to Johnny Carson when he entertained on 
campus. Sue Morash Powers ’65 recalled 
singing out the dormitory windows and 
across the quad as she and her sisters 
composed the sorority song.

Carolyn Sakakeeny Braskie ’65 
said she didn’t find out until about 
10 years ago that her father had put 
up their family home as collateral 
for the Gingerbread House. 
Fortunately for the Sakakeenys, IGU 
had a successful rush and thrived. 
In 1969, the sorority moved to a far 
larger home at 406 North Pleasant 
Street, where it remains. 

An impressive number of IGU sisters 
have gone on to become entrepreneurs—
there are authors, filmmakers, and many business 
owners in the group—and their bond is strong. “In 
our later years, we turn to each other more and more,” says 
Stibolt. 

While the original sisters prepped for May’s 50th 
anniversary celebration, the future of IGU was in capable 
hands. Current President Kaitlin McCarey ’13 and her 
roommate, Taylor Orton ’13, just back from landing summer 
catering jobs, took a break from studying for finals to clean 
the North Pleasant Street house. They showed off the large 
dining room, which they recently painted, and the sunny 
front room, dubbed the “fishbowl” for its many bow windows. 
Upstairs, former residents’ signatures on the bedroom doors 
provide a daily reminder of Iota Gams of the past.

As she got ready for a 
weekend influx of nostalgic 

sorority sisters, Orton, who is 
president of the campus Panhellenic 

Council, echoed her sorority’s founders: 
“IGU isn’t what you think of when you think 

of the stereotypical sorority,” she said. “We are unique and 
independent minded.”

“This is a relaxed house,” said McCarey. “On a weeknight 
you’ll find a lot of us studying together, playing games, or 
watching TV. We have 50 sisters now, 26 living in the house, 
and eight new pledges for next year. We realize the future is 
in our hands and we will keep IGU alive.” 

—Patricia Sullivan

Three of the five IGU founders 
(from left):  Sue Morash 

Powers ’65, Ginny Mallison 
Stibolt ’65, and Lynne Knubbe 

Montross ’65. At left, IGU 
sisters in 1963.
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Last Stop for the Waiting Station

A 101-YEAR–OLD TROLLEY STOP turned PVTA bus stop has sheltered its last students. The brick waiting station on North  
 Pleasant Street was near the construction site for the New Academic Classroom Building. Despite objections from Preserve 

UMass and the Amherst Historical Commission, and without authorization from the state, the building contractor demolished 
the shelter in May. 

Threads of Resistance

A THOUGHT-PROVOKING  
  collection of political textiles 

from around the world came to 
campus as part of this year’s Art 
of Conflict Transformation Event 
Series. This Chilean arpillera (a three-
dimensional tapestry) from the 1970s 
depicts women protesting against 
the Pinochet dictatorship. Some of 
the fabric is from the clothing of the 
artists’ missing family members.

10 umass amherst

Around the Pond

RFK Jr. at Mullins

ENVIRONMENTAL activist and  
 attorney Robert F. Kennedy Jr.  

spoke on “Our Environmental 
Destiny” at the Mullins Center as 
part of the 2012 Earth Day Festival.
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Meme Madness

UMASS-THEMED INTERNET  
 memes, including the Harry Potter 

meme at left, blew through campus like 
a winter wind last year. At the height of 
meme madness in February, many of the 
inside jokes students posted on a UMass 
memes Facebook page got well over 
1,000 “likes” from amused viewers. 
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Professors of Accounting Michael Whiteman (left) 
and Richard Simpson eat their customary lunch at 

their customary table at the Newman Center.

For Whiteman, taxes always serve as the subject of his 
jokes. “I know how much you will all dearly miss taxes on your 
day off,” he tells his class. 

The two professors have long maintained a comic rivalry 
over their students’ preferences in accounting courses. 
“Whiteman asks me why you’re all always studying for 
financial reporting and not taxes,” Simpson recently told 
a student. “I tell him it’s because everyone likes financial 
reporting more than taxes. I don’t know when he’ll accept it.” 

While they may vie for their students’ attention, the two 
professors do hold common ground in their motivation for 
sticking with teaching for so many decades. “I really enjoy 
being with the students,” said Whiteman.

Simpson agreed: “I love UMass and I love my students. I’ll 
miss the kids most of all. I truly love what I do and for me, 
teaching has been a way to live my life.” 

—Karissa Gadbois ’13

2 Professors 
76 Years of Teaching 
2,604 Lunch Dates

TWO LEGENDARY ACCOUNTING professors, both 
UMass Amherst alumni and both winners of the 

Distinguished Teaching Award, retired in May. 
Richard Simpson ’58 and Michael Whiteman ’60, have 

been teaching at the Isenberg School of Management for 76 
years combined—and nearly every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday since Whiteman joined the faculty in 1981, they’ve had 
lunch together, as most students and faculty members know.

“We used to go to the Faculty Club,” said Whiteman. 
“But the walk was too far for Simpson so now we go to the 
Newman Center,” he joked.

“Lord knows what we talk about,” said Simpson. “We 
usually discuss sports, share jokes, and sometimes discuss 
students and different problems we are having.”

“We’re an odd couple,” said Whiteman. “He likes to be 
social, go out dancing. I’m more reserved. Let me tell you: the 
young people don’t have anything on him.”

“I think that it’s neat that we’re going out together,” said 
Simpson. 

“Subconsciously, our retirements had to happen at the 
same time. I can’t imagine being here without him,” Whiteman 
added.

And it’s hard to imagine Isenberg without the two of them. 
“If there was any force that has changed this program to be 
what it is today, it would be Dick and Mike,” said Debbie 
Puchalski, academic program coordinator for the accounting 
program.

Anticipating Simpson’s retirement, in 2008 accounting 
alumni with the help of administrators and faculty of the 
Isenberg School created the Richard H. Simpson Professorship 
in accounting, the department’s first endowed professorship. 
More than 350 donors have donated and pledged a total of 
$1.5 million.

The legacy of both professors will also live on in the 
thousands of UMass Amherst accounting alumni working in 
the field. Alumni who have had the privilege of being taught 
by either professor note that their legendary status stems not 
solely from academic insight and wisdom. 

“Their attention and commitment to the school is 
something that can’t be put into words,” said accounting major 
Brooke Myones ’12. “It’s not that they’re just able to teach 
their students—it’s the support they give us, the fact that we 
all know that if we ever need anything, their doors are wide 
open. They are also two of the only professors I know that are 
constantly making jokes throughout class.”

It’s clear that the two have learned through the years 
that humor is a surefire way to capture almost any student’s 
attention. Simpson once told a class, “Some of you have 
negative scores. I have separated you from my grade sheet into 
the island of the lost souls. You think you’re bringing my class 
average down?”
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WITH CHOKING DUST 
from the dry infield whirling 

around her, softball coach Kacey 
Cearnal Schmitt ’73 windmills her 
arms furiously as a runner rounds the 
bases for the Amherst Regional High 
School team. When the player lands on third, 
Schmitt goes still and squints intently at the next 
batter up. Her combination of high energy and composure 
has served this team well for 13 seasons. Amherst High has 
been league champion seven times and won the western 
Massachusetts title in three of the last four years. “Coach 
works us hard,” says one of her players, “because she knows we 
can do it.”

Schmitt is so natural wearing the maroon of Amherst High 
that you might assume she was born here. But when she drove 
to campus from Texas in 1969, drawn by a quintessential 
college-in-New England photo of the pond and Old Chapel, 
she knew not a soul in town. On campus, the athletic English 
major found a mentor in Ted Schmitt, a football coach who 
was director of campus recreation from 1966 to 1981. Women 
athletes didn’t have a lot of options in those pre-Title IX days, 
but “Ted was just as much for women as for men,” Schmitt 
recalls. “I practically lived at Boyden and I played just about 
every intramural sport there was. He made sure we had 
practice time and field space, and even arranged for us to play 
under the lights.”

Inspired by Ted Schmitt and the “fantastic” physical 
education program at UMass, Kacey switched her major to 
phys-ed. Ted Schmitt became her father-in-law as well as her 
mentor when Kacey married his son, Tim Schmitt ’72S. Kacey 
taught physical education in Amherst for 22 years before 
retiring a year ago and still coaches preschool gymnastics, 

summer sports camps, and high 
school girls volleyball as well as 

softball.
Schmitt retains strong connections 

to campus. She can see the W.E.B. Du Bois 
tower from her Amherst home and her son 

Tim Schmitt Jr. ’04 is an alumnus, but what 
brings her thoughts to UMass most often these days 

is a freshman shortstop called “Q.” Quianna Diaz-Patterson 
is not the first of Schmitt’s former players to play Division 
1 softball, but she’s the first to play across town for the 
Minutewomen. She’s sure-handed in the field and first-rate at 
the plate. In an early game she hit a grand slam and knocked 
in eight RBIs, a team record. She batted .327 for the season 
and was named Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year.

Nothing animates Schmitt like an artfully executed softball 
play. When she describes Q stealing a base (she made every 
one of the 107 steals she attempted at Amherst High), she 
lunges from her chair. “I expected her to do well at the college 
level,” says Schmitt,  “but it surprised even me that she made 
the huge jump so quickly.”

Says Diaz-Patterson of her high school coach, “She helps 
players be as passionate as she is about their sport. She is 
really knowledgeable and got me ready to play at UMass. She 
definitely talked me up.”

A second former Amherst High player, Emma Mendoker, 
plans to transfer to UMass to pitch for the Minutewomen. 
Says Schmitt, “I am so excited to have two players who were 
teammates at my alma mater next year!”

Back on the dusty field, she coaches a new generation 
of energized girls. “Take a deep breath,” she tells the players 
before they sprint out to the field. “You know what to do.”

—Patricia Sullivan

Coach Kacey Schmitt (below, with 
the Amherst High team) fires up 

young softball players. 

Staying Maroon
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Softball
The softball team had a 38-11 record and won its 23rd A-10 
title. The team headed into the NCAA tournament with a 22-
game winning streak. At the NCAAs, Illinois State scored on a 
wild pitch in the bottom of the ninth inning to defeat UMass, 
1-0. Coach Elaine Sortino ’03H earned her 11th coach of the 
year award.

Men’s basketball
The team was “a small bounce away from winning” an Atlantic 
10 title and a berth in the NCAA tournament, said Coach 

Derek Kellogg ’95. The 
Minutemen had 25 wins for 
the season. After upsetting 
top-seeded Temple in the 
quarterfinals they lost to St. 
Bonaventure in the A-10 
semifinals in Atlantic City. 
The team had thrilling 
NIT tournament wins over 
Seton Hall, Mississippi 
State, and Drexel, before 
falling to Stanford in the 
semifinals at Madison 
Square Garden.

Rowing
The rowing team finished third in a tie with Temple in the 
Atlantic 10 championship. A high point of the season came 
when the varsity four out-rowed Buffalo, MIT, and Simmons 
on the Charles River in April.

Swimming and Diving
The men’s team took home their sixth straight Atlantic 10 
championship. The Minutemen are by far the most decorated 
team in A-10 swimming, having won the conference title 
in 14 of the 17 years since the beginning of the conference 
championship.

The women’s team captured fourth place at the Atlantic 10 
championship. Mandy Hixon ’91G was named the women’s 
diving coach of the year. 

Hockey
The Minutemen provided plenty of thrills to big crowds at 
the Mullins Center, but struggled on the road, and closed out 
the season with a record of 13-18-5. The team held an early 
lead against No. 1-ranked Boston College in the Hockey East 
quarterfinal, but lost 3-2.

Tennis
The tennis team had its best year since 2004-2005, with a 16-8 
overall record and a second-place finish in the Atlantic 10 
tournament. Coach Judy Dixon was the A-10 women’s tennis 
coach of the year for the fourth time.

Baseball
The team claimed its sixth Beanpot Championship with an 8-7 
win over Harvard. In May, the Minutemen recorded the 1,500th 
win for UMass baseball since the first game in 1877. The team 
finished the year with 22 wins and 22 losses after a 6-5 loss to 
the University of Rhode Island in the Atlantic 10 tournament. 

Lacrosse 
Men’s lacrosse ended 
an amazing season with 
a 15-1 overall record, 
a berth in the NCAA 
tournament, its first-ever 
CAA championship title, 
and three weeks as the 
nation’s No. 1 ranked 
team. The team’s only 
loss came against Colgate 
in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament. Greg 
Cannella ’88 was named 
the coach of the year for 
the fifth time.

Women’s lacrosse won 
its fourth straight Atlantic 
10 championship. The team 
finished its season with a 19-2 record, when it was eliminated 
in the first round of the NCAAs. 

13summer 2012

High-scoring junior Will Manny 
was named New England Player 
of the Year in lacrosse. 

With 25 wins, last season was the 
fourth and best year for Coach 
Derek Kellogg ’95.

Winning Seasons

Mullins Center, Garber Field,  
 Joseph Rogers Pool, and the 

athletic fields were more crowded 
and noisier than they’ve been in 
years during a winning winter and 
spring for Minuteman athletics. 

Pitcher Sara Plourde ’12 (second from 
left) set a UMass record for career 

strikeouts, with 1,662.

PHOTOS BY THOM KENDALL ’93

http://www.umassathletics.com/sports/w-swim/mtt/hixon_mandy00.html
http://www.umassathletics.com/sports/m-lacros/mtt/cannella_greg00.html
http://www.umassathletics.com/sports/m-lacros/mtt/cannella_greg00.html
http://www.umassathletics.com/sports/m-baskbl/mtt/kellogg_derek00.html
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IF YOUR CHILDHOOD dreams  
  included being able to crawl 

across the ceiling and scale the sides 
of buildings, those dreams are about 
to come true in the very near future, 
thanks to a tenacious interdisciplinary 
group of researchers. 

In their separate realms, biologists 
and engineers have been trying for 
decades to replicate geckos’ ability to 
climb walls without fluids or leaving 
residue. While experimenting with 
biomimetic adhesion, polymer scientist 
Al Crosby’s team had been reading the 
work of Duncan Irschick, a functional 
morphologist who had also been trying 
to figure out the mystery of gecko 
stick. When the team decided to start 
a correspondence with Irschick, they 
discovered that he, too, is a UMass 
Amherst scientist. “Imagine our 
surprise when we found him a half-
mile down the road!” laughs Crosby. 
In the intersection of disciplines, the 
researchers were able to crack the code, 
and create a dry adhesive that will allow 
humans to do what geckos have been 
doing for millennia.

The Geckskin team comprises 
Crosby, Irschick, doctoral candidates 
Michael Bartlett and Dan King, and 
a six-inch-long Gekko gecko named 
Big Mama who is the project’s public 
relations ambassadress. 

Geckos climb walls due to a physics 
principle called van der Waals force: 
two surfaces are in contact at the 

molecular level, and their 
molecules attract each 
other. As a gecko climbs 
a wall, she is able to 
disengage her sticky foot by 
peeling her toes back.

Previous efforts to emulate 
gecko power had focused on 
the setae, the microscopic hairs 
on the little lizards’ toe pads, but 
hadn’t engaged the entire structure 
of the gecko foot, which is what gives 
the gecko her lifting power. Geckskin 
invokes the foot as an interactive 
system: tendons, vascular tissue, fatty 
tissue, and skin. 

The adhesion of a gecko’s foot 
depends on its tendons which, unlike 
our tendons, connect all the way to 
skin. Geckskin succeeds where previous 
efforts had failed because it combines 
the stiffness of the tendon with the 
drape of the soft “skin.” The synthetic 
tendon appears as a golden grid of 
warp and weft threaded through the 
translucent black of the polymer. It’s 
sufficiently stiff to support weight, but 

has enough drape to fit 
along surfaces with slight 
irregularities, like glass.

A five-ounce gecko’s 
feet can produce an 
adhesive force equivalent 

to carrying nine 
pounds up a wall 

without slipping. 
A palm-sized piece 

of Geckskin can hoist 
hundreds of pounds 

up a smooth wall. And 
just as a gecko can apply and 

disengage her paws with ease, Geckskin 
may be peeled off with negligible 
effort and reused many times with 
no loss of effectiveness. The pad uses 
polydimethylsiloxane, or PDMS, an 
inexpensive silicone found in Silly 
Putty, kitchen caulking, and oven mitts. 

The group’s work is supported by 
the military research agency DARPA 
as well as by UMass research funds. 
Applications include everything from 
the mundane—you’ll be able to mount 
that 70-inch flat screen TV to your wall 
without worry—to the heroic—rescue 
workers will no longer need ladders. 
Humanity’s relationship to vertical 
space has been changed by one little 
lizard foot. 

—Laura Marjorie Miller

The interdisciplinary, interspecies Geckskin team: Big Mama 
(above) and (from left) Al Crosby, Dan King, Michael Bartlett, 
and Duncan Irschick with an enlarged image of Geckskin.

How the Gecko Got Her Stick
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Petal Power

THE RUFFLED EDGE of a lily-of- 
 the-valley, the pointy pouch of a 

bleeding heart, the graceful curves of a 
rose petal—UMass Amherst scientists 
have been inspired by nature’s ability 
to shape a petal to develop a new tool 
to manufacture three-dimensional 
shapes easily and cheaply. This 
method may be used to aid advances 
in biomedicine, robotics, and tunable 
micro-optics.

Ryan Hayward of polymer science 
and engineering, physicist Christian 
Santangelo, and their colleagues 
used polymer gel sheets and 
simple techniques from 
photolithography and 

printing to come up with a technique 
that may someday help biomedical 
researchers to direct cells cultured in 
a laboratory to grow into the correct 
shape to form a blood vessel or an 
organ.

“We wanted to develop a strategy 
that would allow us to pattern growth 
with some of the same flexibility that 
nature does,” Hayward explains. Many 
plants create curves, tubes and other 
shapes by varying growth in adjacent 
areas. “We now know a little more 

about how to go from a flat sheet of 
cells to a complex organism,” says 

Hayward.

Plants into Plastics

YOU’VE SEEN FAKE plastic plants, but  
one day soon you  may see plastics that  

are actually made from plants. A team of  
chemical engineers led by Paul J. Dauenhauer  
has discovered a new, high-yield method of using 
biomass, rather than petroleum, to produce the key 
ingredient used to make plastic bottles.

The process is efficient and renewable and creates the  
chemical p-xylene, which is used to produce a plastic  
called PET (polyethylene terephthalate). PET is used in  
many products, including soda bottles, food packaging,  
synthetic fibers for clothing, and even automotive parts. 

“You can mix our renewable chemical with the  
petroleum-based material and the consumer would not  
be able to tell the difference,” Dauenhauer says.

The Things  
They Carry

A SOLDIER CARRYING A 
  100-pound load jumps off the 

back of a truck, scans an area, and 
fires his weapon. How does the heavy 
burden affect his performance? Backed 
by a new Department of Defense grant, 
kinesiology researchers led by Richard 
van Emmerik will look into questions 
like these at the UMass Amherst 
Sensory-Motor Control Laboratory.

“Load is not a new issue for field 
commanders to consider,” says van 
Emmerik, “but while past studies 
typically focused on how load affects 
gait and the lower body, we will for the 
first time look at how the upper body, 
trunk, and head coordinate in a soldier 
who is burdened by a heavy load, which 
is a fundamentally different and more 
complex situation.”

The kinesiology research team will 
recruit highly trained infantrymen as 
laboratory subjects. As work progresses, 
they plan to also conduct tests with 
women and with subjects who are tired 
to see if they have trouble recognizing 
friend or foe on a radio call or taking a 
marksmanship test wearing night vision 
goggles, for example.
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BY SEAN GLENNON

Bring It On!
The Minutemen are ready for big-time football.

PHOTOS BY 
JOHN SOLEM
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CHARLEY MOLNAR 
didn’t come all the way 
to UMass Amherst from 

South Bend, Indiana, in search of 
something easy. He came looking 
for excitement. And for the 
opportunity to shape a football 
program.

Molnar isn’t about easy. If he was, he wouldn’t have signed 
on to lead the UMass Minutemen through the biggest, toughest 
transition in the football team’s 133-year history.

There’s nothing easy about taking a college football team 
from Division I-AA to Division I, or moving the team from 
17,000-seat Warren McGuirk Alumni Stadium to 68,756-seat 
Gillette Stadium, home of the three-time Super Bowl champion 
New England Patriots. And there’s certainly nothing easy about 
the Minutemen’s 2012 schedule, which will pit them against op-
ponents from the Big East, Big Ten, and SEC—and includes a 
road date at the Big House against the Michigan Wolverines, 
winners of the 2012 Sugar Bowl.

Molnar has taken leadership of a team, and group of play-
ers, that had its share of successes and produced notable athletes 
(including Super Bowl XLVI participants James Ihedigbo ’07 
of the New England Patriots and Victor Cruz ’10 of the New 
York Giants) before he arrived. But the Division I-AA Colonial 
Athletic Association—like the Atlantic 10 Conference and the 
Yankee Conference before it—isn’t where you run into colle-
giate football at its toughest. The Division I-A Mid-American 
Conference is. And Molnar’s job is to get the Minutemen ready 
to play football at a whole new level.

“I wanted to be involved with building a program from the 
ground up,” Molnar says. “Some people want to be caretakers; I 
feel like I’m coming in at a time where everyone is pulling and 
pushing the program in the same direction to make that vision 
of greatness become a reality. When you have a group of coach-
es, players, staff, and fans all sharing the same vision, you know 
you have a chance to make something special and build a legacy 
of success. That’s what we have here at UMass.”

Veteran coaches have been preparing the 
Minutemen for a new level of football. Head 
Coach Charley Molnar (kneeling at left) put 
together a top-notch staff, including Offensive 
Line Coach Ron Hudson, shown with returning 
offensive lineman Quinton Sales.
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Molnar enjoyed great success as an offensive assistant 
under Brian Kelly at Central Michigan, Cincinnati, and most 
recently at Notre Dame where he served for the past two sea-
sons as offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach. For 
him the challenges of building a program don’t seem all that 
different from the challenges of taking on a first head coach-
ing job. Both, he says, begin with getting players to adopt the 
mindset and the habits of winning teams.

“I can’t tell you everything you’re going to see this season,” 
Molnar says. “But I can tell you that you’re going to see a team 
that’s physically and mentally tough. If there’s one funda-
mental we’ve been working to instill from day one, it’s tough-
ness. This is going to be a team that will never, ever quit.”

It will also be a team that plays a pass-oriented, 21st cen-
tury style of football. Under Molnar, the Minutemen will em-
ploy the spread offense, which uses multiple wide receivers 
to stretch the field and create mismatches for opposing de-
fenses. And while the spread isn’t a new system to football, it 
is brand new to the Minutemen. Fans at Gillette Stadium this 
fall won’t see the grind-it-out, ground-focused game that has 
characterized UMass football over most of its history. They’ll 
see a fast-moving offense that can run when given the oppor-
tunity, but that’s designed to wear down defenses by putting 
the ball in the air—again and again and again.

The Future Arrives

INCOMING FRESHMAN A.J. Doyle can’t wait to be part 
of Molnar’s offense. In fact, the quarterback plans to com-

pete for the chance to run that offense beginning this fall.
“I have no intentions of going in there thinking I’m go-

ing to be redshirted,” says Doyle, who made a serious splash 
in eastern Massachusetts playing for Catholic Memorial in 
West Roxbury. “I’m not going in planning to be a backup. 
I’m going to work hard on the practice field and in the 
weight room, and hopefully on August 30, they’ll have me 
in there to start.”

Current quarterback Kellen Pagel certainly has a dif-
ferent point of view. As of spring, Pagel is the Minutemen’s 
quarterback. If Doyle wants to start in 2012, he’ll have to 
demonstrate that he’s better suited to run Molnar’s offense 
than the incumbent redshirt junior.

Either way, Doyle represents the future for the Minute-
men. Molnar’s first recruiting project when he arrived at 
UMass, Doyle had to be pried away from North Carolina 
State, where he’d committed to play linebacker before the 
new UMass coach offered him a chance to compete at his 
preferred position. Doyle’s athleticism, size, and speed—he’s 
6 feet, 3 inches and 225 pounds—effectively ensure that he’ll 
be taking snaps at Gillette within a year or two.

Doyle is the kind of quarterback a coach wants running 
the spread offense. He can throw the ball 70 yards downfield 
with accuracy. He isn’t afraid to run the ball, and he’s ex-
tremely difficult to tackle.

“He’s a young man who has physical tools, but who also 
has a great football IQ,” says Alex Campea, who coached 
Doyle at Catholic Memorial. “He’s a good leader and he 

works his tail off to get the job done.”
Molnar has made no secret of his desire to work with 

homegrown talent like Doyle—giving Boston College com-
petition in the market—and Campea reports that the bigger 
high schools in New England are abuzz with talk of what 
Molnar is building at UMass.

Designed to Win

MOLNAR’S COMMITMENT to bringing the best foot-
ball players in New England to Amherst shouldn’t be 

read as an expression of parochialism. While he intends to 
make the Northeast his recruiting base and find great players 
close to home, he also intends to go after top national pros-
pects from anywhere in the country. That, he says, will get 
easier as the program becomes more visible and successful.

And creating success on the field is the job of the mo-
ment. In addition to instilling a sense of toughness in play-
ers and installing the spread offense, Molnar has taken steps 
toward that goal by hiring assistant coaches with extensive 
college and pro football experience. The staff is built around 
defensive coordinator Phil Elmassian—whose 38 years in 
coaching have included stints at Boston College, Virginia 
Tech, West Virginia, LSU, Nebraska, and Wisconsin—and 
offensive coordinator Mike Kruczek, a one-time standout 
quarterback at BC who spent four seasons as a backup with 
the Pittsburgh Steelers and Washington Redskins, and who 
later served as quarterbacks coach and offensive coordina-
tor for the Arizona Cardinals, where he coached Kurt War-
ner and Matt Leinart.

“I think this staff is lights out. It’s a home run,” Molnar 
says. “These are guys who could coach anywhere, but they’re 
here because they believe in me and they believe we can 
make this program special.”

The strength of Molnar’s coaching staff already has come 
into play in recruiting. Molnar set his sights on 25 high 
school players when he arrived on campus in December. 
Twenty-four of those will be playing for the Minutemen in 
the fall. “Every player that we signed had a I-A offer,” Mol-
nar says. “They’re coming here because of the great job these 
guys did recruiting.”

Molnar is preparing for a trying inaugural season that 
will open at Connecticut August 30 and close the day after 
Thanksgiving with a game against Central Michigan at Gil-
lette. He’s also preparing his team for the long term, for a 
future that includes bowl eligibility beginning in 2013, and 
that will pit the Minutemen, over the next several years, 
against such high-level opposition as the Penn State Nittany 
Lions, the Wisconsin Badgers, the Colorado Buffaloes, the 
Fighting Irish of Notre Dame, and the Florida Gators.

Most important, as Molnar sees it, he is building a pro-
gram that he’s confident will make UMass alumni and Mas-
sachusetts residents proud in the very near future.

“We’re going to turn this program into a source of pride 
for the university, the state, and New England,” Molnar says. 
“Everybody wants to be associated with a winner. The pro-
gram we’re creating is going to be a champion.”  



“If there’s one fundamental 
we’ve been working to instill 
from day one, it’s toughness,” 

says Coach Molnar. 
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The Big Time

John McCutcheon, UMass Amherst director of athletics since 2004, spearheaded the move of 
Minutemen football to the Football Bowl Subdivision. UMass Amherst magazine writer Judith 

Cameron ’75 asked McCutcheon about the move and the changes it will bring to UMass Amherst.

What is the primary reason for playing football 
in FBS (1-A)?

Membership in the highest level of collegiate 
football befits our status as a flagship campus and 
a top public research university. We should be on 
the same level as our peers in athletics, academics, 
and research. 

What’s the financial impact of the change?
The football budget increases by about $2.4 

million but will be offset by revenues generated 
from guarantee payments in conference and non-
conference games, which will be televised. Some 
of these games will bring in $1 million. Sponsorship 
opportunities also will increase. For 1-AA games, 
we could get only as high as $250,000 a game. 
Our projections showed that staying in 1-AA would 
require increased campus support. On the other 
hand, the graduation to FBS will reduce campus 
financial support for football. 

When will home games return to McGuirk?
Starting in the 2014 season home games will be 

played at McGuirk and Gillette stadiums. That is 
when renovations to the stadium and a new team 
facility and press box will be complete. 

Ready to 
Cheer

“I love football. I love UMass,” 
says Jen Casavant ’02, ’04G, 

a New England Patriots season ticket holder 
and now a new UMass Minutemen season ticket 
holder. She’s excited about UMass football’s 
move to Gillette Stadium that comes with the 
Minutemen’s transition to the Football Bowl 
Subdivision, and she’s eager to have the chance 
to come out and see the team.

“The games are super affordable and now 
they’re close by,” she says. “There was no reason 
not to buy season tickets.”

“The experience for the fans is going to start 
with showing up at that stadium,” says Coach 
Molnar. “But then they’re going to see that we’re 
playing against better competition. They’re going 
to see an offense that will excite them. They’re 

How will the new football program impact 
women’s sports and Title IX compliance?

Football will go from 63 scholarships to 85, 
which necessitates an equal increase of funds 
for scholarships for women athletes. As a result, 
women’s teams will be more competitive.

What is your response to those who contend an 
investment in football is unwarranted?

Football is complementary to the mission of 
UMass Amherst. Strong athletics programs are part 
of the fabric of top public research universities. 
Televised games against powerhouses like Notre 
Dame and Penn State will put a national spotlight 
on UMass Amherst that no amount of public rela-
tions or advertising could buy. 

What is the greatest challenge during this 
transition?

The unknown entity right now is the external 
support for our games. Carving out a niche in a city 
like Boston that has four major league sports teams 
will be a challenge. We’re hoping that affordable 
ticket prices, free parking, and the lure of great col-
lege football will pack Gillette Stadium.
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For tickets, call 

1-866-UMASS-TIX,  

or go to  

umassathletics.com.

going to see a team that plays hard for all four quar-
ters every game. They’re going to be entertained.”

Robert Kraft, chairman and CEO of the New 
England Patriots and the Kraft Group, feels 
confident alumni and their families will enjoy the 
experience. “It is the start of a new era for college 
football in New England,” he says. “We hope UMass 
will enjoy success at home here at Gillette Stadium 
and we are eager for many memorable Minutemen 
moments in the fall.”

“It’s exciting that they’re finally making this 
move,” says Casavant. “It’s something that was 
talked about even when I was there. But the thing 
that’s really exciting to me is getting reconnected 
and re-engaged. I can’t wait.”



 

It is easy to find Charley Molnar on a football field. The 
new head football coach has the physique of a runner, a 

broad smile, and a booming voice. He is both a drill sergeant, 
dressing down players for blunders, and a surrogate father, 
praising them after a tough practice. Above all, he exudes 
confidence as he embraces the dreams of football players 
and fans—and those he plans to convert to fans—of turning 
Minutemen football into a formidable FBS force.

Molnar says his appointment as head coach was a long-
held dream. “I’ve coached for 28 years and I have wanted 
to be head coach for 27 of them,” says the 51-year-old 
Molnar. His coaching career began in 1984 after he earned 
a degree in political science from Lock Haven University in 
Pennsylvania, where he played football. 

Molnar says a number of other factors influenced his 
decision to go maroon: becoming an architect of a football 
program entering a new era, the campus’s firm commitment 
to invest in the program, and a return to the East Coast.

 A native of Morristown, New Jersey, Molnar has a 
football strand in his DNA. His father, a high school football 
player, kindled a passion for the sport in his son, the second 
of six children. Family affairs were watching college football 
on Saturdays and NFL on Sundays and even until late on 
Mondays, a school night. “I first played football in sixth 

grade and from that day forward I have never not been 
a football player or coach,” he notes. The football family 
legacy lives on in the next generation. Molnar and his wife, 
Meg, have eight children, including Charley III, a graduate 
assistant in the UMass football program. 

Molnar’s vision for the football program and his players 
goes beyond the field. He aspires to reach a 100 percent 
graduation rate and increase the team’s community 
service. He assigned a coach the specific task of working 
with community groups. He says, “I want to develop the 
players not only athletically, but intellectually, spiritually, 
and socially.” At staff meetings, he presses for information 
on everything from weather updates, to dawn practices, 
to academic reports on football players.

Although Molnar’s football playing days are over, 
neither age nor time commitments keep him from running 
at least seven miles a day, seven days a week. On his first 
day in Amherst in December, he awoke at 6 a.m. and ran 
through campus and its neighborhoods, surprised by the 
natural beauty of the area. He told his welcoming commit-
tee he didn’t need a tour since he had already seen much 
of the sprawling campus.  Molnar recalls: “I was so proud 
that day to know that I was going to be working here.” 

—Judith Cameron ’75
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By PATRICIA SULLIVAN

How much do we eat? 
What is safe?

HE MENACE OF ARSENIC in 
food and drink was in the news 
when Professor of Chemistry Ju-
lian Tyson held up a bottle of apple 
juice in the lecture hall of the Inte-
grated Sciences Building. “Appar-

ently this is a dilute arsenic solution,” 
he said, and then took a hearty swig. “I 
know it’s got arsenic in it because every-
thing’s got arsenic in it.” In his public 
lecture, Tyson unraveled the complexi-
ties of the question, “How much arsenic 
do we eat?”  

Tyson’s UMass Amherst research 
group specializes in detecting trace 
chemical compounds and has studied 
arsenic for more than 10 years. “When-
ever the issue of arsenic in food bubbles 
up to national prominence, we are 
standing right there,” he says. 

The issue came to a rolling boil last 
winter when Consumer Reports inves-
tigated arsenic in apple juice, finding 
levels that exceeded the allowable limit 
in drinking water in 10 percent of the 
juices tested. A 2011 Dartmouth study 
demonstrated a link between rice con-
sumption and elevated levels of arsenic 
in the urine of pregnant women. In his 
December public lecture, Tyson ex-
plained how analytical chemists, work-
ing with advanced scientific instru-
ments, have an unprecedented ability 
to measure potentially harmful com-
pounds, including those containing 

arsenic. “We can find them everywhere 
we look—in the air we breathe, in the 
water that we drink, in the food that we 
eat,” Tyson says. 

His lab has tested scores of foods—
from asparagus to zucchini—and, like 
other researchers, his group has found 
the highest levels of inorganic arse-
nic compounds in rice. Several factors 
make rice susceptible: it grows in stand-
ing water, which may be contaminated 
with arsenic either naturally or from 
industry or farming; rice plants take up 
arsenic from the soil unusually well; and 
rice from the southern United States 
often grows in fields formerly used for 
cotton and widely treated with arsenic-
containing pesticides and desiccants. 
The highest levels of arsenic have been 
detected in rice grown in Texas.

Tyson tamps down the fears these 
findings might arouse: “We’ve evolved 
on a planet that is contaminated with 
every element in the periodic table,” he 
says. “We’ve been eating small concen-
trations of toxic compounds for mil-
lions of years. All chemicals are toxic; 
it all depends on the dose and how you 
interact with them.”

But you don’t have to remember that 
Madame Bovary poisoned herself with 
arsenic or be a fan of Agatha Christie 
mysteries to know that compounds of 
this element are lethal. Cancers associ-
ated with arsenic include bladder, liver, 

kidney, and skin cancer, and arsenic has 
been linked to cardiovascular disease. 
The Environmental Protection Agency 
sets a limit on arsenic in drinking water 
of 10 parts per billion, the equivalent 
of a single grain of arsenic trioxide in 
21 bathtubs of water. Despite pressure 
from Consumer Reports and others, 
there are no federal regulations on arse-
nic levels in food and drink.  

Federal limits on arsenic in drinking 
water were set in 1975 and tightened in 
2006. Why are we still waiting for FDA 
limits on arsenic in food and juice? Ty-
son offers one explanation: “It’s difficult 
to find data on which they can base a re-
liable decision on what is safe and what 
is not safe because you would need to 
study a population of individuals who 
have been exposed to relatively high 
concentrations of a toxic chemical.”

Additionally, making reliable mea-
surements of arsenic levels in rice, even 
in sophisticated analytical chemistry 
labs, is not easy. “There’s the problem 
of extracting the volatile compounds 
without losing them, and unless the lab 
is quite scrupulous it’s not that hard to 
contaminate the samples,” he says. 

Regulations would be further com-
plicated by the distinction between 
organic and inorganic compounds of 
arsenic. The food with the highest con-
centration of arsenic is shellfish, includ-
ing lobster and crab, says Tyson, “but 

Youron Plate
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the arsenic in fish and seaweed is the organic form, which 
is innocuous as far as we’re concerned.” He reasons, 
“The whole concept of what is safe is a little slippery to 
get a hold of.”

Marjorie Aelion ’80, dean of the School of Public 
Health and Health Sciences, says that proving the harm-
ful effects of long-term arsenic exposure, particularly at 
low levels, is a challenge. In recent epidemiological re-
search involving tens of thousands of mother-child pairs, 
Aelion and her colleagues discovered that low concentra-
tions of arsenic in residential soils may be a contributing fac-
tor in intellectual disabilities in children. Few scientists have 
undertaken similar studies, Aelion explains, in part because 
researchers tend to target places where arsenic is in high con-
centrations and thus a more immediate threat to public health. 
Also, it’s exceedingly difficult to separate arsenic from a chem-
ical soup of complex environmental factors that contributes to 
common diseases over time.

Aelion also points out that, in terms of federal environ-
mental and food safety laws, “we tend to move slowly in the 
U.S., and our regulations are rather lax compared to our Eu-
ropean colleagues.”

Tyson, meanwhile, is quickly developing a home test kit 
that citizen-scientists could use to test for arsenic in rice. He 
envisions this kit being most valuable in countries where rice 
is a staple and also believes widespread testing could help 
track the global movement of rice and determine the origin of 
the world’s most highly contaminated grains.

At his public lecture, Tyson demonstrated his kitchen test 
with samples of apple juice and rice. The juice test strip didn’t 
change color; there was no detectable amount of arsenic in the 
juice he drank at the start of the lecture. The rice test strip, 
however, had turned from white to yellow, indicating a trace 
amount of arsenic.

Professor of Chemistry Julian Tyson 
looks for arsenic in rice.

Born in India, Associate Professor 
of Plant, Soil and Insect Science 
Om Parkash has long been aware 
that arsenic contamination of 
water and soil plagues his native 
country, where rice is life for 
most people. When he came to 
work at UMass Amherst in 2004, 
after earning a PhD in England 
and doing post-doctoral research 

at the University of Georgia, he put his mind to the arsenic 
problem. “I jumped on this project not only because of its 
importance to my country, but also because it is a global 
problem,” he says.

Parkash and his colleagues have succeeded in bioen-
gineering a tough, high-yield strain of rice that is super-
resistant to arsenic; it sucks up one-quarter as much of the 
toxin that other strains do.  “We look for the genes that 
pump arsenic into the rice,” he says. “If we can block those, 

PASS THE RICE, HOLD THE ARSENIC

So, should we bag the rice? Tyson, a national fencing cham-
pion as well as a world-class scientist, chooses his words as 
carefully as he wields his épée: “Clearly it’s possible that if you 
happen to purchase rice that has a relatively high concentra-
tion of arsenic and you eat quite a lot of it, then it’s possible 
to approach amounts that are harmful. I do eat rice, but not 
any more than is typical of someone of European descent.” 
And then, considering the rice cereal fed to many infants, he 
switches to the less guarded voice of a father: “The limits of 
what is safe to eat are based on body weight. When my chil-
dren were younger, I certainly thought twice about giving 
them something to eat that might have a higher concentration 
of potentially harmful compounds. When it comes to smaller 
and smaller and younger and younger children, 
I would be more careful.”  

we can eliminate uptake. And, we are finding genes that can 
actually pump arsenic the other way.”

Simultaneously, Parkash’s team is addressing the arsenic 
crisis from a second front: phytoremediation. They are engi-
neering a strain of Crambe abyssinica, an oil seed crop, that 
can actually clean arsenic from the soil. “This plant tolerates 
high levels of arsenic and gathers the arsenic in its shoot,” 
Parkash explains. “Then the arsenic can by recycled and the 
rest of the plant used for biofuel.” Crambe abyssinica grows 
easily on marginal contaminated lands. Sudesh Chhikara, 
a postdoctoral researcher in Parkash’s lab, pioneered the 
genetic transformation system for the plant and success-
fully engineered several of its genes for phytoremediation 
of cadmium and mercury along with arsenic. 

Rice is on Parkash’s plate as well as on his greenhouse 
benches; he eats it nearly every day. “I’m lucky,” he says, 
“I’m from northern India where we eat basmati rice, which is 
grown where arsenic is not prevalent. Basmati has the least 
amount of arsenic of any strain of rice.”

JO
H

N
 S

O
LE

M



Road> On the
TAKING IT

By Laura Marjorie Miller. Photos by John Solem.

Every January, 26 University Dancers, with 
majors ranging from dance to anthropology, 
come back from winter break early to 
spend a week on tour performing, teaching, 
and even road-crewing, to express to area 
elementary and high schools the joy of 
dance as an art form.

A dedicated and close-knit group, the dancers agree that winter break 
is a long time away from their colleagues. Reuniting after the holidays 
is a giddy re-bonding and amping up of their creative energy.



Tom Vacanti, assistant professor of ballet in the Department of Music & Dance and the 
director of the 2012 University Dancers, watches the company in a rough run-through  

of the entire show, containing core pieces from the dancers’ December concert. 

THE DANCE OUTREACH PROGRAM
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“Any company you work for will do 
outreach programs,” says Vacanti—
and life on the road involves road-
crewing. So dancers schlep racks 
of costumes and 70-lb. rolls of 
“marley floor,” a matte vinyl that can 

transform even the most contrary 
carpet into a dance surface.



In "Sostenuto and Allegro," an 
original ballet by Vacanti, the dancers 
make the imposing edifice of classical 
dance accessible and welcoming. They 
focus on a particular movement and 
invite volunteers into the performance 
space to try it out. The whole audience is 
then invested in the performance.

“We don’t just plop them down and make 
them watch passively,” Vacanti says. “We 
show them aspects of what will be taking 
place in the next piece, so that they can 
understand what dance is about.”

“Who likes to move to music?” Vacanti 
asks a gymnasium full of students at 
Pelham Elementary School. There is an 
eruption of hands. “We celebrate dance 
as an art form that we aspire to expose 
our students to as well as to inspire them 
to bring rhythm, dance, and movement 
to their own lives,” says Lisa 
Desjarlais, the school’s principal.
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Dancers perform “Rotator” by faculty 
member Billbob Brown. The excitement 
of the students transfers to the dancers 
and makes them want to perform at 
their highest. Says Seibold: “I love 
dancing for elementary school kids: 
they look up to anyone older.” Sonja 
Brigham, junior, notes that college 
students don’t get to be around young 
children very much, so their energy is 
“very refreshing!”

The audience is utterly rapt, concen-
trating on the mechanics, drama, and 

energy of the world of dance.

The dancers step up the entertainment 
value with a community lift in Camille 
Brown's "New Second Line."

"Capturing the students' atten-
tion is the primary challenge," says 
sophomore Tommy Seibold. "Your main 
technique is to make dance look like a 
fun activity to do." Kristen Connolly, 
junior, agrees: "Our goal is simply to 
make other people like dance as  
much as we do."
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A Year at the Helm
UMass President Robert L. Caret

ROBERT L. CARET will be completing his first year as presi-
dent of the University of Massachusetts system this summer. 
His résumé includes faculty member, dean and provost, and 
university presidencies at San José State in California (1995-
2003), and at Towson State in Maryland (2003-2011). He had 
never planned on going into higher education administration, 
he says, “it just came my way.” He was on sabbatical from his 
professorship at Towson, considering a career move to indus-
trial chemist in an R&D lab at a large corporation, when his 
provost asked him to consider being acting dean.

“I thought about it for a day, and I thought it might be an 
interesting change,” he says. “I never planned on being dean, 
a provost, or president, but as time passed, each of those be-
came the next step.” Such was the case at UMass, he says.

A native of Maine who earned his bachelor’s degree at 
Suffolk University and his PhD in organic chemistry at the 
University of New Hampshire, returning to Massachusetts 
was somewhat of a homecoming. “It was in a state and city I 
love, and it was a system that, from my perspective, had a great 
reputation and a strong focus. It was the right step for me, the 
right location for me, and the right system for me.”

Collaboration and dialogue are important to Caret. Shortly 
after taking office he spent a week traveling across the state 

to connect with the business community, elected officials, and 
residents to learn about how the university is currently serving 
the commonwealth, discuss and explore what can be done in 
the future, and identify and work with various groups to sup-
port additional funding from the state.

As head of the five-campus, 69,000-student university sys-
tem, he describes his job as focusing on several basic themes: 
enabling student success, preparing good citizens ready to 
join society, ramping up the research enterprise, contributing 
to and improving the state’s economic and social environ-
ment, and addressing increasing costs, funding sources, and 
fundraising. All are aimed at improving the university in its 
core mission of education and research, and supporting the 
people and businesses of the commonwealth and beyond, in 
ways that are useful and effective.

Student success covers a broad area—recruitment, reten-
tion rates, graduation rates, and what Caret describes as the 
“full experience of the kind of education we are providing, 
particularly with a focus on our role in society.”

The missions of the University of Massachusetts campuses 
are related to taking in students who should be coming to col-
lege. “If for some reason that’s not working and we’re taking in 
kids who shouldn’t be coming to college, we need to recognize 

By ROBERT LINDQUIST
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UMass up in the rankings and will be an even stronger force 
in economic development and technology transfer. “I think 
that’s something we have done very well, in the last eight 
years in particular,” he says. “We’ll continue to build on that 
foundation.”

Another focus is to strengthen the economy, create a better 
social environment and a higher quality of life in the region. 
“For the business and industry sector we are critical,” he says, 
and he points to the Massachusetts Green High-Performance 
Computing Center and the energy it’s bringing to the Holyoke 
area, and the biotech research park that UMass Dartmouth is 
developing in Fall River as examples.

On the other side is what Caret calls social well-being, 
working with schools, hospitals and clinics, and various popu-
lations or people with need. He cites working with faculty and 
staff at a new high school in a distressed area of Worcester to 
create a pipeline to help kids get jobs in the health care profes-
sions and the UMass Amherst/STCC consortium of programs 
and business incubators as the kinds of outreach the commu-
nity, businesses and government want from the university.

Economics is a top priority as well. Costs to students are 
increasing, as is student debt. State revenue streams are down, 
and costs are up. “It’s not going to be easy,” he says, “We can 
try to dampen the increases, and over time get to the point 
where cost is a more appropriate percentage of family in-
come.” He is looking toward “getting back to the 50-50 mark, 
where the student and state share the responsibility for educa-
tion.” The state’s share has decreased from 70 percent to 45 
percent. He is also looking for the state to assume a higher 
percentage of cost of construction and other capital projects, 
which will free operating dollars for the university. It is impor-

tant, he says, “to prove to the state, the business community 
and society that support us, that we are good stewards of their 
resources.

“We educate kids at a very high quality, ranked by every 
measureable ranking group in the world at a high level—top 
100, top 50, top 20, depending on the ranking,” he says, “and 
we’re doing it by spending as little as half of what a private 
university of our type spends.”

A big part of what Caret does every day, he says, “is getting 
the message out about UMass.” Whether it’s strong gradua-
tion rates and student success, close connections and impact 
on local communities, a top-rated research enterprise, or a 
high quality, cost-effective education, “what we to want con-
vey is excitement, that we are growing, building, and truly 
world class,” he says. “That is the kind of message we want to 
get across.”  

this and work backwards to make 
sure they are ready for college,” 
Caret says.

Part of the challenge and one 
that Caret has addressed previ-
ously in California and Mary-
land, is the diverse mix of stu-
dents entering the college admis-
sion pipeline.

“The world is changing, and 
we need to continue to adapt 
and pull in what I call the new 
immigrants in society,” he says. 
“Race, gender, ethnicity, eco-
nomic, whoever is entering those 
corridors; we need to pull them 
in, and we need to create an en-
vironment where they can be 
successful.”

But simply opening admis-
sion doors wider is not the 
answer, he says. “We need to 
achieve diversity while maintain-
ing the standards of a research 
university.”

As a first generation college 
student, Caret can relate. Many 
of those students come from 
families and neighborhoods 
where nobody ever went to col-
lege, and they sometimes come 
from schools that haven’t pre-
pared them well.

While at Towson State Caret 
worked with community colleges 

and feeder high schools to establish programs to better pre-
pare students to go on to college. He has started similar initia-
tives in Massachusetts and is looking at the current assessment 
tools. “We are working with the board of higher education to 
come up with an assessment vehicle to measure actual college 
readiness. Then we would have a better measure and could 
work backwards and make sure those kids are ready to come 
to college. If you do that you can put your energy [programs 
and campus support] around the smaller numbers, which are 
hundreds, not thousands, who need the extra work.”

Closely related to student success is the concept and role 
of an educated citizen in society. “It really is a focus on getting 
people ready to be good citizens and part of the work force in 
Massachusetts or wherever they choose to live,” he says. Fields 
of study that are most needed at the moment include life sci-
ences, information technology, math, engineering, teaching, 
and the health professions. 

Caret learned from his statewide bus tour of a “huge per-
ceived need” for more educational opportunities and access 
to educational programs in different regions of the state. “The 
majority of that is at the applied master’s level,” he says, “and 
workforce related.” Caret is looking at creating satellite cen-
ters in underserved areas with programs offered onsite and 
online by the various universities. 

Ramping up the research enterprise will continue to move 

“We have done very well, 
in the last eight years in 
particular. We’ll continue to 
build on that foundation.”
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A Tale of Two  
Peace Offerings

By Judith B. Cameron ’75 MORE THAN a decade ago, a pair of 

philanthropic peace activists began 

a quest for a research university to 

Wanted:  
Visionary Scholar 

of Nonviolent 
Change

THE IMPACT OF a new en-
dowed chair in the study of 

nonviolent action and civil re-
sistance should reach well be-

yond campus. The scholars 
who hold the chair will aim 
to create new science-based 
interdisciplinary knowledge 
on how and when nonvio-

lent approaches can trans-
form conflict and increase 

social justice. “This is about try-
ing to understand in a deeper way 

when nonviolent direct action or civil 
disobedience will be effective,” says Joel Martin, vice provost for 
academic personnel and dean of faculty.

A worldwide search is under way for a visionary scholar to 
serve as the inaugural holder of the endowed chair. The posi-
tion is open to academics in many different disciplines with an 
emphasis on experience with science-based research on large-
scale social phenomena. UMass Amherst Provost James V.  
Staros says endowed chairs provide competitive salaries, grad-

uate assistantships, and discretionary funding for research ini-
tiatives. “The philanthropy of these donors will enable UMass 
Amherst to become a leader in understanding—and thereby 
contributing to achieving—social and political change with-
out the use of violence,” explains Staros. 

The holder of the endowed chair will also serve as a cata-
lyst to enrich other campus research, says Martin. Beyond the 
chair’s affiliation with the Psychology of Peace and Violence 
Program, the campus has a critical mass of other scholarly en-
deavors that will complement the work by the new endowed 
chair. Besides academic programs, the campus hosts public 
events such as the Art of Conflict Transformation Event Series 
that bring together scholars, artists, and conflict resolvers to 
explore change. 

“Ultimately we will create a new discipline and develop 
scholars who use science for research and field studies to help 
us better understand nonviolent resistance,” says Martin. The 
new field of scholarship, Martin explains, is using science and 
multiple disciplines to understand the resolution of conflict 
through nonviolent means. The new faculty member appoint-
ed to the chair will move beyond any single discipline such as 
sociology, political science, or anthropology to conduct inte-

undertake the scientific study of peace. Their search ended at UMass Amherst in 2002. Impressed with 

campus scholarship on peace and violence, the West Coast couple gave $2.5 million to endow a chair in 

peace psychology and launch the Psychology of Peace and Violence Program. In 2011, encouraged by  

the training of PhD scholars and the research their first gift made possible, the couple donated  

$2.8 million more to establish a chair in the study of nonviolent direct action and civil  

resistance. Here is a look at what these two gifts mean to UMass and to the world.



research on conflict with practical fieldwork experience. “Our 
program provides students with basic scientific training in 
psychological theory and research and more specialized train-
ing on peace and violence issues. Typically, those two areas 
have been separate,” says Linda Tropp, director of the program.

Two years after anonymous friends of the campus estab-
lished the program in 2002, the inaugural class was admitted. 
Since then, 12 students have enrolled and five have graduated. 
There are three core faculty members with expertise in the 
study of intergroup violence, conflict, reconciliation, and peace. 

In its first decade, the program has forged links with re-
lated programs, centers, and institutes on campus and hosted 
an international summit of prominent scholars in peace and 
conflict. The PhD students have partnered with non-gov-
ernmental organizations both near and far—from Orange,  
Massachusetts, where they consulted with mediation groups, 
to Sri Lanka and Tajikistan, where they helped to ease the trau-
ma of war and violent conflict.

Vollhardt, now teaching at Clark University in Worcester, 
worked locally and globally. Her international research in-
cluded consulting on radio programs in Africa, where radio is 
used for social and public health messages. Her work involved 
programs in Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo designed to bring peace to post-conflict societies. 

As a doctoral candidate, Hawi has evaluated a program that 
promotes tolerance among adolescents in Serbia, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia. She came to UMass Amherst after working as a clinical 
psychologist in Lebanon and living through civil war, turmoil 
from political assassinations, and war with Israel. When listen-
ing to clients whose family members had been killed or injured 
or who had property stolen or damaged, she realized that she 
was only treating symptoms. “I saw that if I could understand 
the structural reasons for conflict, I would better be able to help 
people,” she notes. 

Tropp, the program director, says UMass Amherst is train-
ing a new cadre of scholars who will transform the study of 
peace and violence by adapting a scientific approach. “Through 
research, we can test systematically the psychological factors 
and processes that lead to violence, and conversely those that 
encourage perspective taking, trust, communication, and al-
ternatives to violence as means to address conflict.”

The program will be strengthened with research into non-
violent ways to achieve social and political change. Says Tropp, 
“We have to work simultaneously to understand the roots of 
peace and the roots of justice.” 

Working for peace (from left): Linda Tropp, Ervin Staub, Johanna Ray Vollhardt.

grative scholarship on nonviolent campaigns, such as the U.S. 
civil rights movements.

The issue of studying nonviolent action is a timely one, with 
recent nonviolent protests such as the Arab Spring and the Oc-
cupy movements calling renewed attention to injustice. “Hav-
ing this new position that relates to these issues can put UMass 
Amherst into a national conversation around nonviolent so-
cial change,” says Ervin Staub, emeritus psychology professor 
and the first director of the Psychology of Peace and Violence 
Program.

“There are many unanswered questions about these kinds 
of movements,” says Staub, who is internationally known for 
his scholarship on genocide, group violence, and violence pre-
vention. “New scholarship can help determine when nonvio-
lence is effective or not effective and exactly how it works.” 

JOHANNA RAY VOLLHARDT 
’09PhD grew up in a fam-
ily with Holocaust victims on 

her mother’s side and Nazi 
soldiers on her father’s 
side. From an early age, 
she knew about genocide 
as well as reconciliation. 
The family of Diala Hawi 

’13PhD is also familiar with 
strife. They moved from 

their native Lebanon to avoid 
violence and settled in Kuwait 

until they were forced to return to 
Lebanon upon the outbreak of the Persian Gulf War in the 
early 1990s. These formative experiences drew both women to 
study conflict, peace, and violence. They both wanted a doc-
toral program that combined scholarship with field research 
in any number of places where unimaginable violence occurs.

That brought them to the Psychology of Peace and Violence 
Program at UMass Amherst, believed to be the only social psy-
chology PhD program in the country that integrates scholarly 
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N THE STOCKROOM of her company’s headquarters in Strafford, Vermont,   
Marianne Davis Wakerlin ’67 surveys shelves holding thousands of socks. “I’m as 
surprised as anybody that this is a real company!” she says.

Wakerlin started Solmate Socks 12 years ago in Strafford, where the population is 
around 1,000 and the white-steepled town hall and gentle mountains are calendar-
picture ready. Much like her deliberately mismatched socks, knit with multiple yarns 
and patterns, the story of how she became the Sock Lady of Strafford is colorful and 
intricate. 

A state-champion gymnast from Wellesley, Massachusetts, Wakerlin followed her 
high school coaches, Erik Kjeldsen ’73G, ’76PhD and Kitty Kjeldsen ’72G, when they 
came to work at UMass Amherst. UMass was nationally ranked in the sport at the time, 
and “quite a little hub” for elite gymnasts, recalls Wakerlin. She was a top-10 national 
vaulter before dislocating her knee on a landing in her junior year.

in the Hayloft

A former gymnast leaps into 
entrepreneurship in Vermont.

By Patricia Sullivan
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The Davis Family’s Yarn

Marianne Davis Wakerlin is part of a creative 
  UMass Amherst family. Four of the six Davis 

siblings have UMass Amherst degrees. According to 
Wakerlin, her brothers and sister, although far-flung 
and different as can be, share a common outlook. “We 
all say, ‘Everybody else has done that; what can I do 
that’s different?’ ”

John Davis ’67 points out that the letter “A” comes 
up a lot when he looks back on his life. An archeology 
major at UMass Amherst, he joined the Air Force after 
graduation, then became an architect, eventually design-

ing interiors for California retailers. Since 1997, he’s been 
co-owner of the Davis and Cline Gallery, which exhibits 

West Coast artists and leading glass artists in culturally and 
scenically rich Ashland, Oregon.

Julie Davis Culhane ’71 always knew she wanted to 
teach. And once she came to UMass Amherst she knew she 
wanted to stay in western Massachusetts. She studied human 
development as an undergraduate and later earned master’s 
and doctoral degrees in education. After working locally for 35 
years as a teacher and administrator, she now goes on the road 
as an early childhood education consultant. As she describes 
it, “I teach teachers how to find out what kids know without 
giving them a test.” Julie’s creative outlet is the flute.

Nelson Davis ’72, the clan’s self-described “crazy hermit 
with a beard down to his waist who lives in the woods and 
likes fishing and hunting,” lit out for 
the West Coast in a Volkswagen 
Beetle after some wild times at 
college, including taking part in 
campus Vietnam War pro-
tests. “I managed to graduate 
with a degree in elementary 
education,” he says, “but I never 
pursued that.” He worked as a cof-
fee house manager, in construction, as a 
radio producer, and at other jobs, including several 
years as a scrimshaw carver. Now a grandfather, he enjoys 
a quiet, creative life near his brother in Ashland, where he 
makes mixed-media sculptures and works in a lumberyard.

The John Davis Scholarship in the School of  
Engineering was established by Massport in the name of 

the Davises’ father, a civil engineer and airport designer.

Wakerlin was bothered by what she saw as a lack 
of respect on campus for physical education majors. “We 

were treated as if we were not serious students,” she 
says. Searching for community, she joined a newly 

formed sorority, Iota Gamma Upsilon (see p. 9). 
“I felt that I was anything but a dumb P.E. major 
and I wanted to be around other independent-
minded women,” she says.

Wakerlin found another independent 
spirit in visiting instructor Joan Tillotson and 
became fascinated with Tillotson’s pioneering 
work in movement education, an approach 
to teaching physical education that stresses 

body awareness. After graduating, marrying, 
and teaching in Hartford for a year, Wakerlin 

continued her movement-education studies at 
Northern Illinois University, where she earned 

her master’s degree and coached gymnastics.
She worked as a college-level teacher and coach 

until 1983, when—intrigued by the potential of 
another new movement—she started a successful 
company to train teachers to lead aerobics exercise 
classes. After several more years in leotards, including 
a stint teaching in Japan, she sought a more sedate 
profession and became a certified financial planner.

In her fifties, with her marriage over and her two 
boys grown, Wakerlin decided to chase her dream of 
starting a company in Vermont, where she loved to 
bicycle. A knitter since childhood, she thought she’d 
make socks because her friends and family loved 
her colorful, mismatched creations. In Strafford, she 
found bucolic beauty, suitability for small business, 
and entrepreneurial friends. 

To start up Solmate Socks, Wakerlin drew from 
her varied experiences and lessons from the many 
innovators she’d known: She combined the discipline 
and daring of a gymnast, the strength of her sorority 
sisters, the vision of her movement-education instructors, 
and her business skills. “My friends in Illinois thought I 
was out of my mind,” she says.

Initially, the North Carolina mill owners she tried 
to interest in manufacturing her distinctive, recycled 
cotton socks agreed with her friends. “I had to convince 
a whole industry that I was serious and that we could do 
this in the U.S.,” she says. She sold 1,000 pairs of socks 
the first year. Buyers soon discovered that her socks 
were not only cute, but also warm, comfortable, and 
durable; thereafter her business grew around 40 percent 
annually. She now sells hundreds of thousands of pairs 
a year in 1,700 stores in 12 countries. Solmate Socks 
employs five people in Vermont and three in an Oregon 
distribution center, and keeps nine or ten North Carolina 
knitting machines humming around the clock.

In Strafford, Wakerlin works in a sunny hillside ranch 
house. The 19-acre property boasts a rushing brook and a 
century-old red barn she’s renovated to serve as a warehouse. 
She worries about deliveries making it down her dirt road 
during mud season, the future of the North Carolina textile 
industry, bats in the barn, and Japan’s sagging economy. But 
she’s found a cozy niche in Strafford as the entrepreneur whose 
motto is “Life’s too short for matching socks.”  

Calling UMass Families!
Are you part of another fascinating  

UMass Amherst family? Share your story! 

Write to: psullivan@admin.umass.edu.
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sound business practices to ensure its financial stability as we 
work in support of UMass Amherst. In addition to our mem-
bership program, the Association partners with established 
educational affinity programs such as Capital One Visa, Liberty 
Mutual Auto and Home Insurance, and Marsh Life and Health 
Insurance to generate the supplemental resources necessary 
to fulfill our mission. We have also launched a campaign to pro-
duce a UMass special license plate through the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation. Once the plate is in production, 
all proceeds from the special plate fee will support programs 
that advance UMass. More information on any and all Alumni 
Association programs can be found at UMassAlumni.com. 

In partnership with our volunteers and campus leaders, the 
Alumni Association will work to meet the needs of our alumni, 
students, and UMass Amherst. We look forward to a wonder-
ful sesquicentennial celebration in 2013 and the start of a new 
UMass era! 

Go UMASS!
Sincerely, 

JC Schnabl
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations
and Executive Director of the Alumni Association

34 umass amherst

You were. You are. UMASS.

From university administrators to faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni—the desire and willingness to move UMass Amherst 

forward as an institution of higher learning is absolute. This 
overwhelming sentiment became evident to me after only a 
few weeks on campus as the new assistant vice chancellor for 
alumni relations and executive director of the Alumni Associa-
tion. Inspired by this passion for progress, I am eager to lead 
the Alumni Association in new thinking, planning, and partner-
ships that will meet the call to advance UMass. 

This is truly an impressive time in our history. As UMass 
approaches its sesquicentennial, a celebration of 150 years as a 
land-grant institution, it is poised to welcome a new chancellor, 
transition its football program to the FBS Mid-American Con-
ference, and open a state-of-the-art Commonwealth Honors 
College Complex, to name only a few exciting developments. 

Our alumni are an important component of this ongoing 
progress. By enhancing our communication efforts to deliver 
more relevant news, programming, and volunteer opportuni-
ties, we will help alumni stay connected and engaged with 
UMass. The Alumni Association will also dedicate more re-
sources to understanding and responding to alumni preferenc-
es, which will be critical to our strategic planning in the future.  

We are already moving in this direction by supporting net-
works more closely aligned with alumni interests and affinities. 
The Alumni Finance Network now has three chapters (Boston, 
New York, and DC) that provide alumni with professional de-
velopment and networking opportunities. In addition, the new 
Black Alumni Network has connected alumni from across the 
country with one another and with campus programs, such as 
the Center for Multicultural Advancement & Student Success 
(CMASS), that are leading to a more enriching UMass experi-
ence for current students.  

Collaborations with campus groups will be the hallmark 
of Alumni Association programming. It is our goal to enhance 
UMass signature events, such as Homecoming, Alumni Reunion 
Weekend, and the Distinguished Alumni Awards, as well as to 
reinforce campus efforts in alumni relations, student develop-
ment, philanthropy, and community and industry relations. 

Finally, the Alumni Association will continue to pursue 

A Letter from the  
Executive Director 
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2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards 

The Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Awards recognize the outstanding achievements of alumni, faculty, and special friends of 
UMass Amherst. It was a great honor to present the awards to the 2012 recipients at the Massachusetts State House in Boston in April. 

You were. You are. UMASS.

SUSAN HAGEDORN ’77 is a nationally recognized nurse, filmmaker, and philanthropist. After a long 
career as a pediatric and women’s health nurse, Hagedorn founded Seedworks Films to produce 

and direct films about nursing and social change. She is also the only woman to create an endowed 
professorship in a public nursing school in New England—the Seedworks Professorship at the UMass 
Amherst School of Nursing. “With this professorship, we’re going to grow a School of Nursing where 
there is research, practice, education, and an interest in using nursing as a vehicle for social change.” 
— Distinguished Alumni Award

VICTOR BAHL ’97 PhD is the director of Microsoft’s Mobile Computing Research Center, which 
focuses on basic and applied research in all areas related to mobile computing. He has built one of 

the strongest and most respected research groups in the world with many important and long-lasting 
contributions to the research community, Microsoft products, the industry, and the government. “A 
degree from UMass is well respected because people recognize that ours is a really good school with 
excellent teachers who produce leaders who then significantly advance the state of the art in the 
fields they work in.” — Distinguished Alumni Award

SIGRID BAUSCHINGER is a Wolfgang Paulsen Professor Emerita of German Studies at UMass Am-
herst. She joined the Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures in 1968 and served as 

department head from 1976 to 1979. She is a renowned scholar, author, and coordinator of the Amherst 
Colloquia on German Literature. “As a teacher of German, I was thrilled to learn that many progres-
sive nineteenth-century New England intellectuals were influenced by German literature. I was so 
fascinated that I wrote a book about them and the great cultural tradition of Massachusetts, which 
also created this university.”  — Distinguished Faculty Award

HENRY L. BARR ’68 is the senior law partner of Barr and Cole. He has served on the board of the 
Alumni Association and UMass Amherst Foundation and has endowed a scholarship allowing ur-

ban youth from the West End House Boys and Girls Club of Allston, Mass., to attend UMass Amherst. 
“When I graduated, I quickly recognized that my education was equal to that of any of my peers and 
that I could successfully compete in business and law school; so it is with a significant degree of re-
spect and gratitude that I give back to UMass Amherst.”    
— Distinguished Alumni Service Award

GEORGE G. SMITH JR. ’02 manages Global Social Media and CRM strategy for the PepsiCo bever-
age portfolio. His current projects include the launch of Pepsi's Live For Now campaign featur-

ing Nicki Minaj. He is an award-winning social media strategist and has been a featured speaker at 
South by Southwest, AdTech, and Social Media Week conferences. “My time at UMass provided the 
foundation for everything that I’ve done since in the digital world. They couldn’t teach me the spe-
cific skills because my job hadn’t been created yet, but the discipline I learned had a huge impact.”  
— Distinguished Young Alumni Award

JOHN D. STUART is senior vice president of global education and country manager of PTC Eastern 
Europe, delivering technology-based learning solutions that inspire a new generation of engineers. 

He is the co-chair of the UMass Amherst Mechanical and Industrial Engineering Industry Advisory 
Board and serves as the vice chair of the board for the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Educators. 
“This award is actually a reflection of the great partnership that UMass has had with my company over 
the years and the wonderful success we’ve had hiring UMass graduates.” 
— Distinguished Honorary Alumni Award
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You were. You are. UMASS.

The Alumni Association 
and  

State Street Corporation 
are proud to support

Keynote SpeaKer

robert Kraft
Chairman and CEO, the Kraft Group

Wednesday, November 14, 2012
Reception 6:00 p.m. 

Dinner 7:00 p.m. 

Boston Harbor Hotel 
Boston, Massachusetts
Proceeds will establish the  

Salute To Service Scholarship

For sponsorship information and to register,  
visit UMassAlumni.com/salutetoservice. 

For almost 150 years,  
UMass Amherst—the 

Commonwealth’s flagship 
public university—has 

emphasized public service 
as critical to the social and 

economic development of our 
commonwealth, nation and 

world. The quest to understand 
and respond to the myriad 

issues facing society has 
underscored the university’s 

curriculum, resources and 
community service.



You were. You are. UMASS.

CMASS Director Shelly Perdomo ’03G, ’12G  
accepts a contribution to the program from alumni 
(from left): Kevin Mitchell ’92, Willie Vick Jr. ’89, ’96G, 
Tony Walker ’90, and Gregory Thomas ’92.

Brothers from Kappa Alpha Psi gathered at the Malcolm X 
Barbecue during the Black Alumni Reunion. 

Members of Delta Sigma Theta sorority 
rekindled friendships.

From left: Professor of History Joye Bowman, 
Dr. Blossom Burton ’89, ’91G, ’93G, and  
Deborah Herbert ’72 at the Awards Luncheon.

Dr. Doris Clemmons ’77, ’86G, ’93G and Professor John H. Bracey Jr. were recognized  
by the Black Alumni Network for their years of service to UMass Amherst. 

Black Alumni Reunion social.  

Black  
Alumni Reunion

More than 100 alumni, from as far away as 
China, returned to campus to celebrate 

their UMass pride at the Black Alumni Reunion 
in April. Friends reconnected at socials, lectures, 

the Malcolm X Barbecue, and more! Plans are 
already under way for future reunions and  

activities through the Black Alumni Network.  
For more information,  

contact the Alumni Association at  
alumni@admin.umass.edu.
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You were. You are. UMASS.

Pinning Ceremonies Welcome New Alumni

More than 6,000 undergraduate, graduate, and Stockbridge School of Agriculture students took part in Alumni Association 
Pinning Ceremonies during their commencement celebrations in May. The tradition was brought to life several years ago 

and marks the passage of UMass students into the worldwide alumni community. JC Schnabl, executive director of the Alumni 
Association, presided over the Pinning Ceremonies as part of his commencement addresses welcoming our newest alumni.  
You were. You are. UMASS!

You were. You are. UMASS.

“Our membership 
keeps us connected 
with good friends 

and UMass Amherst 
through Reunions, 

Homecoming, 
Network events 

and more.”

Find out what your membership can do for you at UMassAlumni.com

 Toni Miller ’57 

James Miller ’56 Anne Berard ’57

Leo Berard ’57
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You were. You are. UMASS.
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UMass People

“GET USED TO CRITICISM because it’s going to be 
your life,” Professor Catherine Portuges advised docu-

mentary filmmaker Pamela Yates ’76 after fellow students tore 
apart her student film. “I was devastated,” Yates recalls, “but 
Cathy swept that all away, and made me realize that as an artist 
you control your own life and your own decisions.”

Today, strong in the courage of her convictions, with her 
human-rights focused work recognized by the Sundance Film 
Festival and the Guggenheim Foundation, it’s difficult to imagine 
Yates in need of an undergraduate pep talk. 
Knowing her back story, it’s harder still. 
Yates ran away from her depressed home-
town of Clarks Summit, Pa., when she was 
16. She worked in New York City and spent 
a couple of years as a freelance photo-
journalist in Mexico, Chile, and Peru. At 
21, with her political consciousness honed 
by her coal-town roots and by her travels, 
she enrolled at UMass for a BDIC degree 
focused on film and Latin America.

Yates returned to campus in the spring 
for the 19th annual Massachusetts Multi-
cultural Film Festival, presented by the 
Interdepartmental Program in Film Stud-
ies, and the first formal campus screening 
of one of her films. Granito: How to Nail 
a Dictator won last year’s award for best 
creative documentary at the Paris Inter-
national Film Festival. Yates has received a little flak and a lot 
of admiration for using a personal lens to tell the story of the 
Guatemalan genocide in the 1980s and today’s quest for justice 
in that country. The film weaves history together with the tale 

of how Yates ventured to Guatemala to document the war and 
social revolution. She camped in the mountains with revolu-
tionaries and flew on a helicopter on a military mission. The 
resulting 1983 documentary, When the Mountains Tremble,  
became a classic.

After more than 20 years of filmmaking that reinforced 
her conviction in the ability of storytelling to advance human 
rights, Yates returned to Guatemala. She wanted to explore how 
brave witnesses to the Guatemalan genocide, which extermi-

nated nearly 200,000 people, mostly Ma-
yan peasants, are working for justice. She 
became part of the story when it was dis-
covered that some of her wartime footage 
from When The Mountains Tremble held 
crucial evidence against a Guatemalan 
general involved in the killings.

In a way, Granito is about the power 
of filmmaking. “We are in a golden age 
of documentary,” Yates says. “It used to 
be perceived as dutiful, but now there is 
more freedom to use all the tools of cin-
ema to show the richness and complexity 
of the human condition.”

Yates is traveling the world as part of 
a multi-year outreach effort connected 
with Granito. She will return to campus in 
the fall to reunite with Professor Portuges 
for a residency in the Interdepartmental 

Program in Film Studies. Granito aired on the PBS Point of 
View series in June. The film and related resources are available 
at: www. skylightpictures.com. 

— Patricia Sullivan

Through a Personal Lens
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Award-winning documentary 
filmmaker Pamela Yates ’76

Yates filming in the Guatemalan 
highlands in 1982.

“[Documentary filmmaking] used to be 

perceived as dutiful, but now there is more 

freedom to use all the tools of cinema to 

show the richness and complexity of the 

human condition.”
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Kickflips, Anyone?

WHILE AUDACIOUS ATHLETES ride their skateboards 
broadside on ledges or attempt double back flips on 

BMX bikes during the Dew Tour in Ocean City, Maryland, 
this summer, Wade Martin ’96G will be coolly in charge. He 
is president and CEO of Alli, the Alliance of Action Sports, an 
NBC subsidiary that is a major force in the action sports world. 
Alli manages the Dew Tour and 61 other events, produces and 
distributes sports coverage, and even sells gear. 

When he helped launch Alli in 2005, some days Martin had 
a hard time figuring out what to wear to work. “I had to relate 
to top network executives and sponsors, and also to 14-year-
old skateboarders with a lot of resistance toward corporate 
America,” he recalls.

Martin’s lack of ego and ability to connect both to BMX rid-
ers and BMW drivers made him the go-to person for action 
sports at NBC, which he joined in 2003. He had played tennis 
at Michigan State University, and his first jobs after earning his 
graduate degree in sport management were in tennis, with its 
century-old tournaments and enduring etiquette. “I’m prob-
ably the only connection between tennis and action sports that 
exists in the world,” he laughs. Martin brought marketing and 

organizational concepts 
from long-established 
sports to skateboarding, 
BMX, motocross, free-
style skiing, snowboarding, 
and more action sports, while 
preserving their indy edge.

As he hosts Dew Tour sponsors, coordinates his staff, and 
worries about weather and injuries in Ocean City, Martin plans 
to take some time to watch the competitors: “I’ve become a big 
fan of these athletes and their creativity,” he says. “They’re a 
unique breed and fun to watch.”

Martin won this year’s Harold J. VanderZwaag Distin-
guished Alumnus Award from the Mark H. McCormack Sport 
Management Program at the Isenberg School of Management. 
Others winners were Neal Huntington ’92G, senior vice presi-
dent and general manager of the Pittsburgh Pirates; Carolanne 
McAuliffe ’90, vice president of marketing for the NBA; and 
Burke Magnus ’94G, senior vice president, college sports  
programming at ESPN.  —PS

Wade Martin ’96G
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BMX and the Dew Tour 
have grown together.



UMass People

The Bard of NASCAR

“SURPRISINGLY, getting the racing people to pick up a 
book of NASCAR poems isn’t as hard a sale as getting 

the poets to read it,” says David B. Axelrod ’65. In his 20th col-
lection of poems, The Speedway (Total Recall Press), Axelrod 
brings NASCAR and its characters alive—from the lady in the 
powder blue tank top who stands to cheer her driver on every 
lap, to cocky drivers with belt bruises across their shoulders, to 
pit crew guys with tacos in their toolboxes. 

House, where he maintains 
the administration inten-
tionally put “all the weirdos” 
together. 

Axelrod had a long aca-
demic career as a profes-
sor of English in the State 
University of New York 
system on Long Island. He 
won three Fulbright awards 
and in 1994 was the first 
official Fulbright poet-in-
residence in China. He was 
the poet laureate of Suffolk 
County before moving to 
the NASCAR nirvana of 
Daytona Beach. “I’ve always 
called myself a poet on my 
income taxes,” he says. —PS

Axelrod has racing fuel in his veins. His father owned an 
auto parts store and built his son the town of Beverly’s first go-
kart. “I would try to outrun the police,” he remembers. 

At UMass Axelrod was an editor of both the Collegian and 
the campus humor magazine Yahoo, where he and his friends, 
who called themselves “the despés,” from the word “despera-
does,” did their best to stir up trouble. There was a creative 
crowd on campus at the time, he says, especially in Plymouth 

The Human in  
Human Resources

THE CENTER OF LEARNING that has influenced the life 
of Vin Pina ’69 the most was the Amherst Tower, an Ital-

ian fast-food joint. All through college he turned out 10-inch 
Greek pizzas, sometimes as many as 2,000 on a Friday night. 
He opened the place at 7 a.m., closed it at midnight, and stud-
ied in the restaurant’s office whenever he could. Working to-
ward his degree in hotel and restaurant management, he says, 
“taught me that if you want something bad enough you can get 
it done.”

Pina lives that philosophy as vice president of human re-
sources for Network Health, which provides coverage to 
200,000 low-income Massachusetts residents. Upon joining 

the company in 2005 he set out to hire twice as many minority 
employees as government standards propose. Network Health 
met that goal and today 45 percent of its 375 employees are 
minorities, and 27 percent of its minority employees are super-

Christina (Sokoloff)  
Severin ’89

Vin Pina ’69

Poet David B. Axelrod ’65 
at the wheel of a micro-
midget racer with his 
father and brother in 1953 
and at Daytona this year.



Vive le Français!

OVER ALMOST 40 YEARS of teaching French, Raymond 
Pelletier ’76G has witnessed huge changes in pedagogy. 

Pelletier’s UMass mentor, Professor Emeritus Jean-Pierre Ber-
wald, would drive to Montreal to videotape baseball games in 
French. Now, easy access to Internet materials and to Skype for 
conversation has proven a revolution in authentic material.

Pelletier, associate director of the Canadian-American Cen-
ter at the University of Maine, was recently recognized by the 
Foreign Language Association of Maine for his promotion of 
French throughout New England.

Although he describes himself simply as “a language teach-
er,” Pelletier is a strong advocate for foreign-language instruc-
tion in schools. He refers to recent studies that describe bilin-
guals as having a more supple intellectual capacity. “Language 
is a microcosm,” he says. “It reflects all the myriad minute de-
cisions that you make from moment to moment in order to 
communicate.”

Fluency among languages fosters an ability to understand 
other cultures: “It opens your dimensions completely,” Pelletier 
says. “Who you are, and what you are.”

In addition to reflecting an evolution of approaches to ped-
agogy and neuroscience, language instruction also indicates 
global politics. While Maine remains a safe haven for French 
due to its proximity to Quebec, the language is being cut at 
many high schools in favor of economically “hotter” languages 
like Mandarin. 

Pelletier is optimistic about the cycles in language instruc-
tion. “Right now you have more demand for Chinese, Portu-
guese because of Brazil, and even Hindi,” he says. “Once franco-
phone Africa starts asserting itself and surfacing as a player on 
the world stage, French will be back.”  —Laura Marjorie Miller

43summer 2012

Raymond Pelletier ’76G

visors. For this, Pina earned recent plaudits from the 
Boston Business Journal and the New England Hu-
man Resources Association.

Pina believes this achievement is smart business. 
“I knew workers were thirsting to get into these 
jobs,” he says. “And our members find it easier to 
speak with those who are part of their community.”

Network Health’s president, Christina (Sokol-
off) Severin ’89, herself a former People’s Market 
employee, has guided exponential growth at Net-
work Health in the wake of Massachusetts health 
care reform. She and Pina talk about diversity all the 
time, she says, and share a passion for social justice. 
“Vin is one of the most wonderful people I know, 
both personally and professionally,” says Severin. 
“He treats everyone he encounters with extraordi-
nary dignity and respect.”  —PS
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Bookmarks
Lyndon Carew ’55, Musings 
of a Vermont Nutritionist, 
A to Z: Antioxidants to Zinc 
(Wind Ridge Publishing). 
University of Vermont 
professor sifts the wheat 
from the chaff of nutritional 
facts, fads, and fiction.

William L. Fibkins ’57, 
Stopping the Brain Drain 
of Veteran Teachers: 
Retaining and Valuing 
Their Hard-Won Experience 
(Rowman and Littlefield). 
Fibkins exposes some of the 
drawbacks of  buyouts of 
veteran educators and suggests 
ways to keep them on.

Bill Arnold ’64, ’67G, 
Beachcomber: Poems in 
the Tropics (CreateSpace). 
The metaphor of the beach 
describes the poet’s youth in 
Florida. 

Barbara Webster ’72, Lost 
and Found: A Survivor’s 
Guide for Reconstructing 
Life After a Brain Injury 
(Lash Publishing). Presents 
a philosophy and approach 
to the healing process.

Barry Halpern ’74, The 
Three Lives of My Father: 
From Feivel Pitum to Philip 
Halpern (CreateSpace). A 
son who lost his father in 
childhood traces his father’s 
eventful life. 

June Greig ’77, A Dog to 
Remember (Evergreen Bay 
Publishing). Verse and 
illustrations that reflect on 
life with a dog.

Marie Phillips ’78, ’91G, 
Dadcat University: The 
Story of the Feral Cats at 
UMass Amherst (Author 
House). A former UMass 
Amherst employee recalls 
campus cats, including the 
“Dadcat,” and how she and 
her friends became their 
caretakers.

Sabina Murray
Tales of the New World

(Black Cat, 2011) 
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THE ARTIST GEORGE WARDLAW worked for more than two 
years with a curator and three writers to distill his 60-plus 
years of sculpture, painting, and metalwork into a retrospective 

volume rich with colorful images of his work. George Wardlaw, Crossing 
Borders (Marshall Wilkes, Inc.) was published this year, but an expanded 
edition may eventually become necessary because Wardlaw, age 85, is 
still painting.

Wardlaw taught art at UMass Amherst for 22 years. Even while chair of the department, 
from 1971 to 1988, he always reserved time to make art. Consequently, as art critic Grace 
Glueck wrote in the book’s preface, “he has produced a rich and varied body of work 
whose scope defies the limits of a human lifetime.”

While at UMass, Wardlaw produced his largest and most well known work, Passage X:  
Interior Garden, an installation of painted aluminum columns, for the Johnson Wax 
headquarters in Racine, Wisconsin. This piece and others were influenced by his interest in 
spirituality and by his conversion from the Southern Baptist church to Judaism. Memories 
of his wife of 51 years, the late Judy Spivack Wardlaw ’78G, continue to inspire him as he 
paints.

Wardlaw frequently starts work at his canvas before breakfast and is currently absorbed 
in a series he calls Rhythms. More than a dozen of the large abstract paintings in the series 
hang on the walls and lean in stacks in his crowded but orderly home studio in North 
Amherst. “I don’t know what I’m going to do when I start a painting,” he says. “The work 
develops out of itself and I can’t know when this series is going to end. It goes on.”

Wardlaw will have an exhibit this summer at the Courthouse Gallery Fine Art in 
Ellsworth, Maine, and will return to the state where he spent his youth for a solo show at 
the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson in 2013. 

—Patricia Sullivan

George Wardlaw
Crossing Borders

(Marshall Wilkes, Inc.)



Lisa Capone-Condon ’80, 
Inland—The True Story of 
a North Atlantic Humpback 
Whale (North Country 
Press). A children’s book 
about a whale named Inland 
and the people who came to 
know her.

Joseph Alberti ’83, Acting: 
The Gister Method (Prentice 
Hall). Moves from 
establishing character and 
circumstances, through 
Gister’s principle of action, 
and into step-by-step 
examples. 

Carl Phillips ’83G, Double 
Shadow (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux). Won the 2011 Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize 
in poetry and was a finalist 
for the 2011 National Book 
Award for Poetry.

Patricia Newell Bennett 
’84,  I’m So Glad You Asked 
(Vineyard Stories). The 
25th anniversary edition 
of a guide for helping 
young children living with 
family alcoholism or drug 
addiction. 

Mary Ellen (Keyes)  
Wells ’84, Planning 
in Reverse: A Viable 
Approach to Organizational 
Leadership (Rowman and 
Littlefield). Co-authored 
with Beth Berret and Scott 
Ballantyne, this book details 
short-term approaches as a 
means to long-term viability 
for organizations.

Stephen R. Platt ’86G, 
Associate Professor of 
History,  Autumn in the 
Heavenly Kingdom: China, 
the West, and the Epic Story 
of the Taiping Civil War 
(Knopf). This sweeping 
military history puts 
the brutal 19th-century 
rebellion in global context.

Sarah McLean ’87, Soul-
Centered: Transform 
Your Life in 8 Weeks With 
Meditation (Hay House). 
A guide drawn from the 
world’s spiritual traditions 
and grounded in science 
and research.

Kristen Demeo ’89G, Susan 
(FC Publishers). A tale of 
the early life of Susan B. 
Anthony, for children.

Michael Hoberman ’91G, 
New Israel/New England: 
Jews and Puritans in Early 
America (University of 
Massachusetts Press). 
Examines the history of 
colonial New England 
through the lens of its 
first settlers’ Judeocentric 
worldview.

Mark Anderson ’93G, The 
Day the World Discovered 
the Sun: An Extraordinary 
Story of Scientific Adventure 
and the Race to Track the 
Transit of Venus (Da Capo 
Press). On June 5, 2012, 
Venus passed directly 
between the sun and the 
Earth, as it did on June 3, 
1769, when scientists used 

measurements from the 
Venus transit to discover the 
physical dimensions of the 
solar system. 

Wesley Borucki ’94G, 
George H. W. Bush: In 
Defense of Principle (Nova 
Science Publishers). The life 
of the 41st president. 

Joy Ladin ’95G, Through 
the Door of Life: A Jewish 
Journey Between Genders 
(University of Wisconsin 
Press). A memoir by 
Professor Jay Ladin, who, 
after years of teaching 
literature at Yeshiva 
University, returned to the 
campus as a woman—Joy 
Ladin.

Megan McGrory Massaro 
’03, The Other Baby Book–A 
Natural Approach to Baby’s 
First Year (Full Cup Press). 
With coauthor Miriam 
Katz, Massaro offers a vast 
array of options on how to 
take a natural approach to 
parenting in baby’s first 
year.

Creighton J. Rosental ’04G, 
Lessons from Aquinas: A 
Resolution of the Problem 
of Faith and Reason 
(Mercer University Press). 
The relevance of Thomas 
Aquinas for contemporary 
epistemology.

Emily Pettit ’06, Goat in 
the Snow (Birds, LLC). The 
author of two chapbooks, 
How (Octopus Books) and 

What Happened to Limbo 
(Pilot Books) has a new 
poetry collection.

Arisa White ’06G, has 
had two poetry collections 
released recently: Hurrah’s 
Nest (Virtual Artists 
Collective/Timberline Press)
and Post Pardon (Mouthfeel 
Press).

Zac Bissonnette ’11, who 
gained fame with Debt-
Free U: How I Paid for 
an Outstanding College 
Education Without Loans, 
Scholarships, or Mooching Off 
My Parents (Penguin, 2010) 
follows up with financial 
advice for the post-college 
years in How to Be Richer, 
Smarter, and Better-Looking 
Than Your Parents (Penguin).

Peter Elbow, Professor 
Emeritus of English, 
Vernacular Eloquence: What 
Speech Can Bring to Writing 
(Oxford University Press). 
The former director of the 
Writing Program says that 
everyone with a native 
language has what it takes to 
write well.

Charles Rearick, Professor 
Emeritus of History, Paris 
Dreams, Paris Memories 
(Stanford University Press). 
How and why different 
versions of Paris have 
together shaped the fabled, 
f lawed great city of our 
time.

Bookmarks includes a selected list of titles of general interest by alumni and faculty authors. 
To have your book considered, contact umassmag@admin.umass.edu.
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1930s 

Albert L. Delisle ’32, 3/10/2012, Sacramento, CA
Carol (Rider) Ice ’33S, 11/22/2011, Burlingham, NY 
Granville S. Pruyne ’33, 1/18/2012, Pittsfield
Cornelia (Foley) Putallaz ’35, 11/20/2011,  

Durham, NC
Gertrude (Martin) Andrews ’36, 12/28/2011, West 

Lafayette, IN
Madeline (Lincoln) Harrington ’36, ’38G, 8/9/2011, 

Wilbraham 
Donald A. Samson ’36S, 6/13/2010, New York, NY
Ruth (Kinsman) Fisher ’37, 3/3/2012, Eastham
John H. Brewster ’39S, 12/18/2011, Putney, VT

1940s

Walter A. Pease, Jr. ’40S, 12/10/2011, Ludlow
Phoebe (Stone) McDonough ’41, 12/10/2011, East 

Hampton, NY
Frank E. Ray, Jr. ’41S, 2/19/2012, Farmington, CT 
Shaw B. Smith ’41, 5/23/2011, Weston
William F. Warren ’41, 3/24/2012, Westfield
Lois (Doubleday) Barnes ’42, 3/13/2012, Greenfield
George W. Gaumond ’42, 1/31/11, Bradenton, FL
Dorothy Grayson (Thayer) ’42, 4/13/2012, Denver, CO
William W. Kimball, Jr. ’42, 2/25/2012, Pensacola, FL
Reed M. Wade ’42S, 12/23/2011, Phoenix, AZ
Thaddeus V. Bokina ’43, 12/5/2011, Snellville, GA
Nathan Golick ’43, 3/16/2012, Coconut Creek, FL
Ephraim M. Radner ’43, 2/1/2012, Dedham
Frances (Albrecht) Small ’43, 12/28/2011, Harwich
Richard C. Warnock ’43S, 2/12/2012, Easthampton 
Robert A. Monroe ’44, 2/19/2012, Saint George, ME
Thirza (Moulton) Smith ’44, 12/24/2011,  

Kennebunk, ME
Cyril L. Applebaum ’45, 1/11/2012, Natick
Barbara (Collins) Geary ’45, 2/12/2012, Hingham
Helen M. (Thomas) Haddad ’45, 2/21/2012, 

Longmeadow
Warren E. Anderson ’48, ’50G, 12/28/2011,  

Hanover, PA
Marion (Day) Ford ’48, 2/27/2012, Charlton
Samuel L. Glass ’48, 3/1/2012, Chestnut Hill
Haig H. Najarian ’48, 12/2/2011, Portland, ME
Coolidge W. Wood ’48, ’62G, 2/17/2012, Agawam
Wilfred J. Beauregard ’49, 9/28/2011, Miami, FL
Elizabeth A. (Olaussen) Chase ’49, 1/26/2012, 

Foxboro
Joanna Frawley ’49, 12/2/2011, Los Osos, CA
Margaret (Cassidy) Manship ’49G, 2/13/2012, 

Lanesville
Richard Pickett ’49, 4/8/2012, Holyoke

1950s

Richard P. Babbitt ’50, 2/25/2012, Paducah, KY
Welton R. Ballard ’50, 12/26/2011, Sun Lakes, AZ
Bertha (Monroe) Bryant ’50, 2/29/2012, Templeton
Geoffrey S. Cornish ’50G, ’87H, 2/10/2012, Amherst
Clifton R. Grinnell ’50, 12/13/2011, Beverly
Harry D. Hartwell ’50, 1/29/2012, Olympia, WA
Harold C. Lacaillade ’50, 3/13/2012, Pembroke, NH
William F. Magner ’50, 2/1/2012, Lenox
Robert F. McCarthy ’50, 4/24/2010, Everett
Thomas A. McManus ’50, 3/20/2012, Jupiter, FL
Homer B. Miller, Jr. ’50, 2/29/2012, Fort Myers, FL
Donald Moore ’50, 12/10/2011, Round Rock, TX
Judith (Stoyle) Niebuhr ’50, 11/29/2011,  

Vero Beach, FL
Beverly (Fournier) Kiddy ’51, 1/15/2012,  

Stoughton, WI
Charles H. Perin ’51G, 1/25/2011, Cincinnati, OH
Charles G. Simmons ’49S, ’51, ’67G, 12/23/2011, 

Lakeville
James J. Warren ’51, 2/21/2012, Dekalb, IL

Joan (Conlin) Canan ’52, 1/5/2012, Arlington, VA
John G. Reed, Jr. ’52, 10/18/2010, Washington, DC
Judith (Broder) Sellner ’52, 2/23/2012, New York, NY
Robert B. Smith ’52, 9/1/2010, Lake Worth, FL
Edna (Fila) Zamachaj ’52, 12/22/2011, Springfield
Janice (Anderson) Burne ’53, 3/1/2012, Melrose
Frank Provost, Jr. ’53, 9/16/2011, Huntington  

Beach, CA
Edmond C. Campbell, Jr. ’54, 3/23/2011, Spanish 

Fort, AL
Robert D. Bilodeau ’55, 12/22/2011, Nantucket
Arthur S. Hovey ’55S, 9/11/2011, Lynn 
Robert E. Steere, Jr. ’55, 2/5/2012, Parsippany, NJ
Douglas L. Cole ’56, 2/28/2012, Harwich Port
Francine (Gross) Devlin ’56, 3/2/2012, San Jose, CA
Robert L. Higgins ’56, 1/26/2012, Nashua, NH
Harold P. Kelley, Jr. ’56, 12/20/2011, Signal  

Mountain, TN
Myles F. Anderberg ’57, 8/21/2011, Port Saint  

Lucie, FL
Hazelann (Undergraves) Cole ’57, 1/20/2012,  

Tacoma, WA
Joseph E. Mauger, Jr. ’57, 2/15/2012, Sunderland 
Donald R. Mayo ’57, 1/14/2012, East Andover
Donald Sabolinski ’57G, 3/23/2012, Franklin
Stanley L. Elman ’58, 3/27/2012, Teaticket
Robert C. Feldt ’58S, 3/6/2012, South Dennis
Raymond P. Heon ’58, 12/16/2011, Denver, CO
Phyllis A. (Baron) Schuh ’58, 1/21/2012, Jupiter, FL
Arthur F. Spear, Jr. ’58, 3/22/2011, Wilmington
Russell C. Weeks ’58S, 1/23/2012, Northampton 
Barbara K. Wyman ’58, 2/10/2012, Northampton 
Miguel A. Jimenez ’59G, 12/14/2011, Richmond, VA 
Donald G. LeGrand ’59G, 3/7/2012, Burnt Hills, NY
Francis J. Rodovich ’59, 12/29/2011, South Deerfield

1960s

Samuel Delmolino ’60S, 1/21/2012, Adams
Donald B. Frizzle ’60G, 1/31/2012, Amherst
Stephen J. Murphy, Jr. ’60, 12/2/2011, Northfield
Grace J. Grybko ’61, 8/11/2011, Onset
Peter A. Williams ’61S, 1/4/2012, Yarmouth, ME
Mary Olive (Leonard) Corbiere ’62, ’65G, 11/28/2011, 

Greenfield
Dorothea (Kelton) Rockey ’62G, 1/4/2012, 

Easthampton 
Robert F. Dow ’63S, 1/25/2012, Plymouth, ME
Joan (Sullivan) Tenczar ’63G, 4/3/2012, Easthampton
Kathleen Boland ’64, 12/1/2011, Rockford, IL
Peter E. Small ’64S, 12/24/2011, Davenport, FL
William B. Foster, Jr. ’66, 3/16/2012, Easthampton
Carol (Mozdzierz) Brody ’67G, 12/22/2011, Boothbay 

Harbor, ME
John E. Capeless ’67, 3/8/2012, Naples, FL 
Gail V. (Wood) Richard ’67, 12/4/2011, Turners Falls
John W. Ryan ’67G, ’83H, 8/6/2011, Bloomington, IN
John A. Savarino ’67S, 2/20/2012, Raritan  

Township, NJ
Charles G. Simmons ’49S, ’51, ’67G, 12/23/2011, 

Lakeville
Marilyn N. Stacy ’67, 4/2/2012, Greenfield
Gayle M. (Jacobson) Verock ’67, 1/23/2012, Acton, ME
Margaret L. Frerichs ’68G, 3/4/2012, Hadley
Stephen O. Ryan ’68G, 2/18/2012, Gainesville, FL 
Carlos L. Barton ’69, 12/29/2011, Brooklyn, CT
Lawrence P. Clark ’69, 12/14/2011, Greenfield 
Carol (Lupa) Dunphy ’69, 11/10/2011, New Port 

Richey, FL
James A. Leverone ’69, 12/16/2011, Rochester
George M. Lindsey ’69, 12/18/2011, Poland, ME 
Michael P. Ryan ’69, 2/12/2012, Rockport
Eleanor Young ’69G, 4/1/2012, Amherst

1970s

Lynn S. Ball ’68S, ’70, 3/18/2012, Leverett 
Kathleen M. (Dwyer) Jones ’70, 11/28/2011, Dover 

Foxcroft, ME
Philip D. Reid ’70G, 3/4/2012, Williamsburg
Alan J. Rosen ’70, 12/7/2011, Pittsfield
Peter A. Whiting ’70, 2/29/2012, Grantham, NH
Marion (Higgins) Williams ’70, 11/29/2011, Amherst
Alan C. Brown ’71, 2/1/2011, Lafayette, NJ
James A. Tibbetts ’71, 12/7/2011, McGaheysville, VA
Jane (LaLiberte) Butler ’72, 7/28/2010, Fargo, ND
Joanne (Gura) Garstka ’72, 1/30/2012, Chicopee
Helen W. Goolishian ’72G, ’81G, 1/8/2012,  

East Dennis
Kenneth R. Mattson ’72, 12/6/2011, Dennis
Richard F. Mumford ’72, 12/26/2011, Leominster 
Jeanne M. (Hannula) Russell ’72, 8/18/2011, 

Lakeside, OR
Charles F. Corcoran ’73, 1/15/2012, Billerica 
Richard L. Jenkins ’73G, 12/19/2011, Auburn, AL 
Cicely I. Ashby ’74, 8/9/2010, Clarkston, GA
Dorit E. Byrdsong ’74, 2/21/2011, Brooklyn, NY
Dennis W. Cote ’74, 1/8/2011, Minneapolis, MN
Paula (Records) Hagerty ’74, 1/5/2012, Anaheim, CA
Jutta S. Leheis ’74G, 3/10/2012, Bethlehem, PA
William F. Queen ’74, 3/16/2012, Dartmouth
E. Thomas Babbin ’75, ’80G, 5/13/2011, Natick
Alice E. Brown ’75G, 8/15/2010, Acworth, NH
Richard D. Elliott ’75G, 2/25/2012, Vero Beach, FL
Robert E. Kaupp ’75G, 1/26/2012, Washington, DC
Kathleen J. Kulas ’75, 12/26/2011, North Adams
Paul R. Shuldiner ’75, 2/28/2011, Evanston, IL
Helene S. Wagner ’75, 1/25/2012, Davis, CA
Athena C. Warren ’75G, 11/7/2010, Williamsburg
Jacqueline A. Wright ’75G, 3/1/2012, Holly Hill, SC
John V. Aho ’76, 12/2/2011, Oceanside, CA
George J. Coletti ’76, 11/16/2011, Punta Gorda, FL
Steven M. Gainsboro ’76, 12/11/2010, Charlotte, NC
Leo A. Iantosca ’76, 11/5/2011, Glen Allen, VA
Joseph J. Read ’76, 3/16/2012, Marstons Mills 
Dana I. Witty ’76, 12/9/2011, Orange
Lee W. Smith ’77S, 1/22/2012, Saco, ME
Scott J. McKearney ’78, 12/25/2011, Rockport
John P. O’Brien ’79G, 5/20/2011, Saint George, UT
Andrew M. Reiter ’79, 1/15/2012, New York, NY

1980s

Richard J. Matthews ’80G, 3/5/2012, Pittsfield
Shirley S. Mulligan ’80G, 12/9/2011, Beaufort, SC
Susan M. (Gelsomino) Corseri ’81G, 3/5/2012, 

Portsmouth, RI
Helen W. Goolishian ’72G, ’81G, 1/8/2012,  

East Dennis
Laurie (Schwartz) Naparstek ’81, 12/8/2011, 

Worcester
Donald S. Sarette ’81, 1/24/2012, Hooksett, NH
Greg L. Speeter ’81, 2/2/2012, Hatfield
Beverly J. Wolfram ’81, ’90G, 2/25/2012, Bernardston
Rhoda M. Cummings ’82, 4/1/2012, Iowa City, IA
Bertille (Horton) Dragon ’82, 4/15/2012, Hadley
Mary I. Dunn ’82, 9/3/2010, Northampton 
Paul S. Enagonio ’82, 12/4/2011, Los Angeles, CA
Jennifer L. Fortes ’82, 3/12/2012, Athol
William J. McGuirk ’82, 12/7/2011, Easthampton

LOOKING FOR  
CLASS NOTES?

Read them at 

UMassAlumni.com
and submit your own

In Memoriam
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Eileen M. (Flavin) Rivest ’82, 2/1/2012, Easthampton 
Karen L. (Gilfoil) Wolf  ’82, 12/2/2011, Farmingdale, ME
Anne (Hutton) Borton ’83G, 4/11/2012, Conway
James C. Bradley ’83G, 2/15/2012, North Andover
Christine M. (Berg) Mann ’83, 2/5/2012, Auburn
Edward G. Rogers ’83, 4/7/2012, Westfield
Diana C. Dunn-Graves ’84, 1/1/2012, Red Bank, NJ
David C. Harper ’84, 3/15/2012, East Lyme, CT
William F. Lane ’84H, 2/26/2012, Twin Lakes, NC
Mark B. Bain ’85G, 2/8/2012, Lansing, NY
Paul J. Henry ’85, 12/14/2011, Las Vegas, NV
Gary A. Lussier ’85, 1/16/2012, New York, NY
Pat M. Nichols ’85, 12/24/2011, Pittsfield
Robert F. Braun ’86, 2/7/2012, Neptune, NJ
Elaine Cuphone ’86G, 4/14/2012, Centerville
Mildred I. (Francis) Marion ’86G, 12/27/2011, 

Baldwinville
David J. Dwight ’87, 4/17/2011, Northampton
Sean E. Lucey ’87, 11/7/2011, Chelmsford
Stefanie F. (Miller) Jacobowitz ’89, 2/6/2012,  

Leonia, NJ
Landon B. Pillow ’89, ’94G, 11/20/2011, South Hadley

Jeannette (Cooley) Roberge ’89, 3/23/2012, Whately
Heather H. (Whittle) Vezina ’89, 7/29/2011,  

Irving, TX
Beverly J. Wolfram ’81, ’90G, 2/25/2012, Bernardston

1990s

Dennis A. Paiva ’92, 12/18/2011, East Bridgewater 
Mark A. Young ’93, 9/26/2010, Sarasota, FL 
Alfred T. Gomes ’94, ’97G, 2/8/2012, Chicago, IL
Julia B. Fritz ’93G,  ’98G, 2/5/2012, Abbottstown, PA

2000s

Helen Downey ’00G, 12/23/2011, Lanesborough
Thomas M. Genovese ’00G, 3/13/2012, Albany, NY
Carolyn (Murack) Pillow ’00G, 1/30/2012,  

South Hadley
Kiran D. Bhowmik ’01, 1/27/2012, Shutesbury
Philip Michael Mason ’02G, 4/5/2012, Florence
Uche K. Anyanwu ’05G, 2/21/2012, Hastings-on-

Hudson, NY

Charles W. Vidoli ’06, 12/4/2011, Quincy 
Susan T. Janey ’08, 12/15/2011, Pittsfield 
Joshua I. Munro ’10, 2/13/2012, Hull
Daniel James Haley ’12, 4/14/2012, Amherst

Faculty 

Virginia A. Beal, 12/14/2011, Virginia Beach, VA
Edward S. Chang, 2/15/2012, Amherst
Haskell Cohen, 1/19/2012, Amherst
Geoffrey Cornish ’50S, ’50G, ’87HON, 2/10/2012, 

Amherst
Albert L. Delisle ’32, 3/10/2012, Sacramento, CA
Rodney D. Gisick, 12/25/2011, Las Vegas, NV
Hilda H. Golden, 2/22/2012, Amherst
Denton B. Harris ’52, ’53G, 4/4/2012, Tiverton, RI
Felix Oppenheim, 10/28/2011, Amherst
Andrew J. Scheffey, 3/19/2012, Leverett
Gordon F. Sutton, 1/1/2012, Washington, DC
Adrienne Teraspulsky, 4/3/2012, Amherst
Richard F. Yarde, 12/10/2011, Northampton
Howard M. Ziff, 4/10/2012, Amherst

Back in the Day

WFCR set up its microphones in Hampshire 
House in 1967 and still broadcasts from there 
today. New England Public Radio will keep some 
studio space on campus when it expands into 
new studios in downtown Springfi eld in 2014.

During a year-long celebration of its golden anniversary, WFCR, 
western New England’s fi rst public radio station, looked back at how 

things have changed (and stayed the same) since the station went on air 
in May 1961. WFCR was named “Four College Radio,” and fortuitously was 
able to keep its call letters when Hampshire College joined UMass, Mount 
Holyoke, Amherst, and Smith to form a fi ve-college consortium in 1966.

 At fi rst, the station aired less than 
one hour a week of locally produced 
material. WFCR and its sister news 
station, WNNZ, are now known as New 
England Public Radio (NEPR) and are 
on the air around the clock for 220,000 
listeners in an area covering much of 
western New England. 

Many students have found their radio voices in the cramped studios 
of Hampshire House and gone on to success in national media. Here are 
a few names you may have heard on public radio broadcasts from NPR 
(National Public Radio), APM (American Public Media), and PRI (Public 
Radio International), or seen elsewhere.

Steve Zakar ’72 was a producer for NPR's classical program “Perfor-
mance Today” for many years. Today he records concerts all over the world. 

Michael Sullivan ’83 went to work for NPR in 1985, was the senior pro-
ducer at the foreign desk, and covered South and Southeast Asia for more 
than 20 years. He opened NPR’s Southeast Asia bureau in Hanoi in 2003. 
He currently contributes to NPR as a correspondent.

Charlie Sennott ’84 is the cofounder, executive editor, and vice 
president of the international news website GlobalPost. He was an award-
winning correspondent for the Boston Globe, where he served as both 
Middle East and Europe bureau chief. 

Peter Thomson ’85 was the founding producer and editor of NPR’s 
“Living on Earth” and is now environment editor at PRI’s “The World.” 

Aaron Schachter ’92 is a foreign correspondent for PRI’s “The World,” 
which he joined in 2002. Before that, he was an editor, reporter, and host 
for public radio’s “Marketplace.”

Audie Cornish ’01, the host of NPR’s “Weekend Edition Sunday,” has 
taken a temporary leave from that post to host the afternoon news pro-
gram “All Things Considered.”  She has worked for NPR since 2005.

Sounds of 
History
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Meditating on the Wind
By James Highsmith ’10
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James Highsmith found 
inspiration atop wind turbines.

THE THREE POINTS in my work triangle have been 
the Yukon Delta in Alaska; Rocha, Uruguay; and Rhode 

Island. I’ve been to those points and to many places inside 
that triangle in my work as a rope access safety supervisor, 
team leader, and wind turbine blade inspector. Rope access is 
similar to big wall rock climbing, but on industrial structures 
such as bridges, dams, buildings, and wind turbines. 

As a BDIC student from 2003 to 2007, I designed my 
own major in Renewable Energy and Sustainable Design 
and interned at the Renewable Energy Research Laboratory 
(now the UMass Wind Energy Center) with Professor Jim 
Manwell ’81G. I took classes across disciplines at UMass 
and used the Five College system to study 
at Amherst, Smith, and Hampshire. In 
2007, I put my senior thesis (developing 
an offshore wind farm on Georges Bank) 
on hold and set off on a 12,000 mile 
motorcycle trip from Boston to Central 
America with my roommate and best 
friend, Colin Eggleton. In Nicaragua, 
while surfing and sleeping on the beach 
near San Juan del Sur, I met big wall 
rock climber and rope access expert 
extraordinaire Brian Warshow.  A month 
after getting home from the trip I was working with him 
at Ropeworks, a rope access company that inspects and 
maintains iconic industrial structures like the Seattle Space 
Needle. Working at Ropeworks provided great hands-on 
experience that balanced my academic studies at UMass.

When you stand at the base of a 260-foot-high wind 
turbine the oddest feeling comes over you. You can’t tell 

how tall the tower is or how big the blades are; you lose 
perspective. When standing on top of the nacelle, the 
360-degree view to the horizon is truly spectacular. These 
turbines are so tall I’ve had crop dusters fly below me! Once 
I looked down at a tiny Yukon village and saw a funeral 
procession led by a four-wheeler carrying the coffin to the 
burial site. It was beautiful.

After spending thousands of hours on rope, I have gotten 
used to working at height. The perceived risk is much greater 
then the actual risk; you’re more likely to get hurt flying to 
the wind farm in a tiny turbo-prop plane than on the job. 

While a UMass student living in the Baker dormitory 
with Brandon Lewis ’07, ’08G I started 
my first company, a used textbook 
trading marketplace, and caught the 
entrepreneurial bug. I recently started my 
third company, WA.TT, a consumer web 
application that makes saving energy fun 
and social. Recently, we were among just 
four out of 130 companies that applied 
to be accepted into the Greenstart clean 
tech accelerator program in San Francisco, 
where mentors from businesses including 
Tesla Motors and Pandora helped us 

develop our product. I’m now living in Brooklyn as we get 
ready to launch the company.

The idea for WA.TT came to me while meditating on top 
of a wind turbine over the dusty plains of Texas. Different 
perspectives and experiences help me see the world more 
clearly. Rappelling off wind turbines is one way to do that.



LET UMASS 

PROVIDE YOU WITH 

UMass is that Unique venue you’ve been 
looking for. With a reputation for exceptional 
food, creative displays and attentive service,
UMass has the experience to make your
wedding day Unforgettable.

Contact us at 413-577-8235
Catering@mail.aux.umass.edu
www.umass.edu/catering



Nonprofit Org
US Postage 

PAID
Richmond VA

Permit No. 930

UMass Amherst Magazine
Munson Hall
University of Massachusetts Amherst
101 Hicks Way
Amherst, MA 01003-9268

Change Service Requested

“The charitable gift annuity is 
the perfect gift vehicle for me to 

support student scholarships. It 
provides a guaranteed income 

for life, tax deductions, and the 
satisfaction of helping young 

people reach their dreams.”

—Janice R. Rossbach ’49

In 1946, few universities were admitting women who wanted to major in mathematics. 
Lucky for Janice Rittenburg Rossbach that UMass Amherst was the exception. “I loved 
UMass. In a way I felt my life started when I got to campus,” she recalls. Rossbach leveraged 
her UMass degree to earn a master’s from MIT as well as study applied mathematics at 
Brown University. After 28 years at GTE Corp. as a military systems engineer, Rossbach 
retired. The Verizon Foundation, after its merger with GTE, matches Rossbach’s 
contributions to UMass Amherst. 
Over the years, Rossbach has dedicated her philanthropy for scholarships. “As a student I 
worried about finances. I hope my scholarships reduce anxiety for young people who will 
make good use of their education as I did,” says Rossbach.
Not long ago, Rossbach discovered the charitable gift annuity, which provides a fixed 
income for life, tax deductions, and a good rate of return. “I wish I had established a 
charitable gift annuity long ago,” says Rossbach. 

For more information call 413-545-2741; contact pacheson@admin.umass.edu; or visit www.umass.edu/giving

A Passion. A Plan. An Impact. An Annuity.

Gift Annuity Sample Payment Rates*

ONE LIFE  TWO LIVES
Age Fixed Rate Ages Fixed Rate

60 4.4% 60 & 60 3.9%
65 4.7% 65 & 65 4.2%
70 5.1% 70 & 70 4.6%
75 5.8% 75 & 75 5.0%
80 6.8% 80 & 80 5.7%
85 7.8% 85 & 85 6.7%
90 + 9.0% 90  & 90 8.2%
*Rates are subject to change


