
Cardiologist david B. Williams retired in 2011 after 

a rewarding and productive 37-year career. dr. Williams 

graduated from the UMass amherst pre-med program in 1964 

and went on to george Washington University medical school. 

after a three-year residency in san Francisco he served for two 

years in the United states air Force.   

dr. Williams then began his long run working at Kaiser 

Permanente medical center in Vallejo, California, beginning as a 

primary care physician and then transitioning into cardiology.  

For 25 years he served as chief of the department of medicine.    

His contribution to medicine, however, has not stopped with 

his retirement. dr. Williams currently volunteers as a cardiology 

consultant at la Clinica in Vallejo and works with students at 

“UMass Amherst was a great foundation for going 
to medical school. My UMass experience prepared 
me well for the future.”

A Gift to Build Our Future

To learn how you can use your bequest to create lasting change for UMass Amherst: 
Call 413-577-1402; or contact pacheson@admin.umass.edu; or visit www.umass.edu/giving

Pamela and David Williams

—David B. Williams, MD, ’64, Napa, California 

touro College 

of osteopathic 

Medicine. 

He resides in Napa, 

California, with his wife, 

Pamela, also retired from 

a career in medicine as a nurse. dr. and Mrs. Williams recently 

made a planned gift to the UMass amherst Chancellor’s Fund for 

Excellence.  the Chancellor’s Fund provides unrestricted support 

of the Chancellor’s vision for UMass amherst, supporting the 

University’s most compelling needs. their generosity will make 

a significant difference in the lives and experiences of students at 

UMass for generations to come.

SEARCHING
Climate Change

Local and Global

for
SOLUTIONS

Capital Campaign Launched
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Come to the 
Tailgate Tent in MinuteFan 

Park at Gillette Stadium 
where you’ll find great food, 

a beer & wine garden,
music, games and lots of 

UMass pride!

Visit UMassAlumni.com/football for all the details. 

2013 HOME SCHEDULE
September 7 ..........vs. Maine
September 21 .......vs. Vanderbilt
October 12 ..............vs. Miami (Ohio)
October 26 .............vs. Western Mich.*
November 2 ..........vs. Northern Ill.
November 16 ........vs. Akron
*Homecoming Game
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20	 A Grand Celebration
  The most ambitious fundraising  
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On the cover: Graduate fellow Lynn Brennan ’14G monitors the temperature of the 
Sawmill River in Montague, Mass. The Northeast Climate Science Center, based at 
UMass Amherst, is researching and addressing the impacts of climate change on stream 
temperature. Brennan is part of a research team placing 125 temperature data loggers 
in streams in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont. Photo by John Solem.

Read UMass Amherst magazine 
online at www.umassmag.com.



3summer 2013

Inbox 

Vol. 17  |  No. 3  |  Summer 2013

Executive Editor 
Robert Lindquist

Managing Editor 
Patricia Sullivan

Editorial Staff 
Elizabeth Adams ’74, Judith Cameron ’75, 

Laura Marjorie Miller, John Sippel

Art Director 
Matt Jasiorkowski

Designers 
Elizabeth Bishop ’04, Jack Cavacco ’82, 

Linda Cahillane Smith

Chief Photographer 
John Solem

UMass Amherst Magazine

101 University Drive 
Slobody Building, Suite C1 
Amherst, MA 01002-2385 

413-545-0123 
umassmag@admin.umass.edu 

UMassMag.com

Address Changes:

Records Office 
Memorial Hall 

UMass Amherst 
Amherst, MA 01003 

413-545-4721 
Updates@admin.umass.edu

UMass Amherst magazine is published three times 
a year by UMass Amherst, the flagship campus of 

the University of Massachusetts system.

University of Massachusetts Amherst

Chancellor
Kumble R. Subbaswamy

Vice Chancellor, University Relations 
John Kennedy ’86

Vice Chancellor, 
Development and Alumni Relations 

Michael A. Leto

Assistant Vice Chancellor,  
Alumni Relations 

JC Schnabl

Our spring 2013 sesquicentennial issue sure sparked memories—and mail. We are 
grateful to the many readers who sent us kudos and corrections. To see and learn 
more about the colorful history of UMass Amherst, visit our sesquicentennial website: 
www.umass.edu/150. We encourage you to click on the “Share Your Memories” tab on 
that site and add your story to our campus history.

We’ll include more campus history in future issues as a result of your responses 
to our recent online readership survey. Our thanks to all who participated. We were 
heartened by the predominantly positive response to the magazine and will rely on 
your input to improve the publication.

Keep the kudos, corrections, and other comments coming. Send your letters to 
Managing Editor Patricia Sullivan, psullivan@admin.umass.edu.

The Cat’s Meow

Thank you Marie Phillips, not only for 
taking care of so many cats for so long 
but also for writing “A Feline History,” 
which spoke my inner heart’s feelings. 
Cats are funny, dignified, and proud.  
To be allowed into their world—to be 
allowed to get close enough to see them 
and feed them—is an honor only some 
of us experience. 

Kathy Shepard ’80 
Feeding Hills, Mass.

Marie and her interest in the UMass 
cats represents a quality of UMass 
students I remember best, no matter 
what major, race, gender, religion or 
political view: UMass students were and 
are compassionate, caring and reaching 
out to life, no matter what form. 

Joel Uher ’72 
Wilton, California

A Barn Yarn

As a pre-dental student in (I believe) 
1943 I was drawn to “The Old Horse 
Barn.” There were many Percherons, 
with one named Rob Roy. There also 
was the head horseman, Dick Nelson 
who, with his wife, Olive, were to 
become my Amherst family. When 
the Percherons were sold off, Panez, a 
top Morgan stud, was brought in for 
breeding. He was very popular and I 
was the assistant to Dick during those 
interesting sessions. I’m 90 now so 
memories like these are precious.

Justin Lee Altshuler ’45, DMD, FICD 
Boston University 

Boston, Mass. 

The Bigger Boom

Sadly, Katharine Greider’s “The Boom 
Years” passed over the establishment of 
the University Honors Program in 1960. 
After more than a half-century it has 
become an extensive, significant, and 
popular expansion of undergraduate 
education.

The Honors Program was founded in 
the epoch of Sputnik and the Cold War 
amid the explosion of undergraduate 
enrollments all over the country and vast 
challenges in almost every field as liberal 
education confronted new frontiers. 
By the time the Honors Program was 
transformed into a vastly expanded 
Commonwealth College in the 1990s, 
thousands of students had reaped the 
benefit of a fresh approach to learning, 
beyond traditional disciplines and 
boundaries in an established, respected 
program of scholarly excellence whose 
graduates brought distinction and 
leadership to their subsequent careers.

Louis S. Greenbaum 
Professor of History, emeritus 

UMass Amherst

While you mention feminist activism, 
Title IX and services for female students 
you don’t mention the founding of 
Women’s Studies (now Women, Gender, 
Sexuality Studies) at UMass in 1974. 
UMass has much to be proud of and 
WGSS is in the forefront of cutting-
edge scholarship and innovative 
pedagogy. Women, Gender, Sexuality 
Studies and the W.E.B Du Bois 
Department of Afro-American Studies 
are amongst the many unique strengths 
of UMass Amherst.

Laura Briggs 
Chair, Women, Gender, Sexuality Studies 

UMass Amherst

mailto:umassmag@admin.umass.edu
mailto:Updates@admin.umass.edu
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Timeline Additions

The date on your timeline (“Evolution 
of a University”) for the item “Campus 
begins being used for military training” 
should be changed from 1941 to 1942. 
The only military on campus in 1941 
was the ROTC, a cavalry unit, in which 
I participated. The U.S. Army personnel 
did not arrive on campus until mid-
1942, when students were evicted from 
Lewis and Thatcher dormitories and 
had to find local housing. 

Philip L. Iampietro ’47 
Wallingford, Conn.

I would like to suggest a footnote 
to your timeline. As your magazine 
reported in 1999, “Uniquely among 
the states, Massachusetts split the 
agriculture and ‘mechanic arts’ sections 
of its land-grant appropriation between 
the new campus in Amherst [1863] 
and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology [1861] in Cambridge.”
The Commonwealth has two land-grant 
institutions: one founded in western 
Massachusetts and the other in eastern 
Massachusetts, one public and the other 
private...both distinguished.

K. G. Hellyar, UMass ’69, MIT ’80 
Rochester, New York

During his tenure as president of 
Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
Kenyon L. Butterfield was a leading 
advocate of the Smith-Lever Act of 
1914. This act created the federal-state 
partnership known as the Cooperative 
Extension System that exists today in 
every state and territory. 

Robert L. Christensen 
Professor of Resource  

Economics, emeritus 
Bradenton, Florida 

Waugh’s Wonderful Work

While Frank Waugh (“The Man Who 
Cultivated Mass Aggie”) did some work 
with classic formal garden design, he 
is best known for his design of the 
outdoor theaters that are found in 
almost all U.S. National Parks, and 
for his naturalistic design of larger 
landscapes. The Rhododendron Garden 
on the slope below the Chancellor’s 
House illustrates the most natural of 

his outdoor theater designs. The Pond 
Landscape in the center of the campus 
is probably the best publicly viewed and 
accessible example of his naturalistic 
design. It has been designated by state 
and federal authorities as eligible for 
listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

I am working with a group of 
alumni, staff, faculty members, and 
friends of the campus to preserve the 
eligibility of the Pond Landscape for 
future National Register listing and 
would be glad to hear from anyone who 
wants more details or is interested in 
supporting our work.

Joseph S. Larson ’56 ’58G 
Pelham, Mass. 

larson@tei.umass.edu

Women’s Liberation

I have difficulty assimilating the 
huge current changes in UMass from 
my memories of the 1950s. Things 
were very strict then; there were 
housemothers in every girls’ dorm and 
no male was ever admitted beyond 
the lobby. I forgot one day, was in a 
hurry, and had my current boyfriend 
carry my suitcase to my room. As 
soon as I got downstairs I was put on 
probation for “improper behavior” and 
threatened with expulsion. I had to 
have an interview with the dean and 
when it was established that my male 
companion was in my room for less 
than one minute I was reinstated, but on 
probation.

Barbara (Steplar) Gordon ’55 
New York, New York 

During the academic year 1965-66, 
there was a group called the University 
Reform Committee, founded as the very 
unlikely offspring of a union between 
the Wesley Methodist club and Young 
Independents, a predecessor of Students 
for a Democratic Society. The resulting 
URC had two goals: academic reform 
and social reform. We had a series of 
teach-ins calling for such things as 
student evaluations of professors and 
elimination of curfews for women. 
We gave speeches at the dorms and 
held rallies. And then, to our complete 
surprise, the university announced it 
was going to eliminate the curfews! Of 

course, the administration probably 
planned to do that anyway, but for a 
few months we thought, “Wow, student 
activists can actually get something 
done.” The URC disappeared when 
most of us graduated—and by then 
Vietnam was heating up and student 
protest went in a more serious direction. 

Peter W. Goodman ’66 
Assistant Professor,  

School of Communication 
Hofstra University 

Hempstead, New York

Sports Too Short

“Go Aggies! Go Statesmen! Go Redmen! 
Go Minutewomen!” should have at least 
mentioned the university’s football team 
from the mid-60s, particularly the 1965 
season.

First and foremost would certainly be 
that team’s quarterback, Greg Landry ’65, 
who was the first quarterback drafted and 
11th choice overall in the 1968 NFL draft. 
He played for the Detroit Lions from 1968 
to 1978, where he now ranks third on the 
Lions’ list for career yardage and second 
on the list of total touchdowns, then went 
on to also play several seasons with the 
Baltimore Colts, Chicago Bears and a 
couple of the old USFL teams. 

Also on that same UMass team were 
two other players who went on to the 
NFL. The first was the late Milt Morin ’67, 
who played 10 seasons for the Cleveland 
Browns as a tight end. The second was Phil 
Vandersea ’70, who played for the Green 
Bay Packers for three seasons and the New 
Orleans Saints for one.

Bill Halainen ’69, ’74 
Milford, Penn.

Tennis coach Steve Kosakowski
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Please send your letters to: psullivan@admin.umass.edu. Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

GO UMASS
UMASS UNIVERSITY STORE

1 Campus Center Way | umass.bkstr.com

Get the latest Minutemen gear at the 
UMass University Store

/UMassUniversityStore
4/C

Black & White

For Black background, 
there is a white 

border around it.

I couldn’t help but be disappointed that 
the coverage of the men’s basketball 
team of the 1990s listed Donta Bright 
as a player but neglected to include his 
teammates Dana Dingle ’96, Carmelo 
Travieso ’98, and Edgar Padilla ’97. 
Donta’s success was greatly based upon 
the other three players. 

It would also have been nice to see 
more players who were successful both 
athletically and academically.  Will 
Herndon ’97 would have been a great 
name to see listed along with Tony 
Barbee ’94 and Harper Williams ’95.

Emily (Kozodoy) Harrison ’94, ’94, ’97G 
Springfield, Mass.

I took special delight in the note 
about Matthew Bullock. In the interim 
between Bullock’s two stints coaching 
football at UMass, the captain of the 
team was Bill Craighead [class of 1906] 
also African-American.

At that time, coaches were not allowed 
to actually coach during games. They 
could not be on the bench or sideline, 
and the captain ran the game—calling 
plays, making necessary substitutions, 
etc.—so in some ways the captain was 
even more important than the coach. I’m 
guessing that Craighead was probably 
the first African-American captain of a 
predominantly white football team, but 
have no proof of that. To me, though, he 
is just as significant as Bullock.

Bill Ballou ’74 
Whitinsville, Mass.

I am chagrined that one of the winning-
est coaches in UMass history and one 
of its most colorful characters, Coach 
Steve Kosakowski ’40S, ’76Hon, was 
not mentioned. After serving as a 
Marine in WWII, Coach K returned to 
UMass and became both the hockey 
and tennis coach. I was privileged to 

play on the 1967-1969 tennis teams 
and still remember Coach K telling us 
about having to tie the hockey net on 
top of his car every day and driving 
around looking for some good ice 
on a local pond for practice because 
there wasn’t a hockey rink then. When 
offered the chance to have some hockey 
scholarships in the late 1960s, Coach K 
refused them, preferring “kids who play 
just for the love of the game.” 

Coach K was forced to stop coaching 
hockey in 1967 when he became legally 
blind due to cataracts.  But he continued 
to coach tennis. Although blind, Coach 
could hammer a bag of balls at a player 
and critique his net play.  Or give us lobs 
so we could practice overheads with 
the admonition, “Don’t hit me or I’ll kill 
you.”

G. Scott Sheppard ’69 
Chief Warrant Officer, USA, Retired 

Palm Harbor, Florida



When I was growing up in India, I had the good 
fortune of being schooled in the major religions of the 
world. They all help us grapple with the mysteries of 

the universe, providing their own unique answers to what may, 
ultimately be unanswerable questions. Each also tries to provide 
philosophies and guidelines for living our lives as families 
and societies. My own world-view is inextricably tied to my 
upbringing in a liberal Hindu household; liberal, in the sense 
that our way was never taught to be the only way; Hindu in that 
detachment from the material world in favor of the pursuit of 
the intellectual and spiritual was emphasized.  The Bhagavad 
Gita exhorts us: [in Sanskrit] ‘Karmanye vadhikaraste, ma 
phaleshu kadachana; ma karma phala hetur bhuhmate 
sangvasta karmani;’ [in English] ‘To Karma (action) alone hast 
thou a right and never at all to its fruits; let not the fruits of 
action be thy motive; neither let there be in thee any attachment 
to inaction.’ It is only through unselfish action, performance of 
our duty, that we can fulfill our destiny. 

It is through our collective, unselfish action that we, together, 
will fulfill the destiny of our beloved campus. And I believe 
with all my heart, that that destiny is one of greatness! 

—Chancellor Kumble R. Subbaswamy

$100 Million for Life Sciences

GOVERNOR DEVAL PATRICK came to campus in  
 May to announce a $95 million grant made under the 

Massachusetts Life Sciences Initiative that will fund three 
new life sciences centers at UMass Amherst. The Pioneer 
Valley Life Sciences Institute, a joint venture of Bay State 
Medical Center in Springfield and UMass Amherst, will 
receive a $5.5 million grant. 

Subbaswamy Inaugurated

KUMBLE R. SUBBASWAMY was formally inaugurated as  
  the 30th leader of the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst on April 27.
The traditional ceremony at the Mullins Center featured 

a ceremonial medallion—which sports a silver disk for each 
of the 30 UMass Amherst presidents or chancellors—faculty 
and visitors in colorful academic regalia, delegates from other 
universities, and stirring music from student ensembles. 
Because Swamy (as friends and colleagues call him) took office 
as chancellor in July 2012, the nine speakers based their remarks 
on nine months of collegiality. Many praised the chancellor’s 
warmth and humility. Senator Stanley Rosenberg ’77 lauded 
his “steely determination and gracious good humor,” while Dean 
of Humanities and Fine Arts Julie Hayes cited his commitment 
to putting the academic mission of the campus in the forefront.

Subbaswamy recalled how he came from India with $8 in 
his pocket to pursue his PhD at Indiana University 42 years ago. 
Anonymous donors funded his graduate fellowship in physics. 
Subbaswamy said, “I have lived the American Dream because of 
the educational opportunities that I had. And I have dedicated my 
career to ensuring that others have access to that dream as well.”

Around the Pond
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Chair of the Board of Trustees Henry M. Thomas III, 
Chancellor Subbaswamy, and University of 
Massachusetts President Robert L. Caret.



The campus celebrated its 
sesquicentennial with a Founders 
Day campus cookout on April 29 
featuring a cake in the shape of the 
Old Chapel. The sesquicentennial 
celebration will extend to Boston in 
the fall. For updated information, 
go to: www.umass.edu/150.

Austerity Meets Verity

WE ALL LOVE to see the unknown 
kid step out on stage and come 

back a star, but you rarely see it happen 
in the world of economics. Since mid-
April, though, and all unwittingly, 
third-year UMass Amherst economics 
graduate student Thomas Herndon has 
become something of an international 

celebrity.
For one of his classes Herndon was 

asked to choose an economic study and 
replicate its results. He selected a 2010 analysis 

by Harvard economists Carmen Reinhart and 
Kenneth Rogoff on the relationship between post-World War II public debt and 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth in advanced economies. Reinhart and 
Rogoff argued that economic growth consistently tumbled once government debt 
exceeded 90 percent of a country’s GDP. Their results have been widely and loudly 
cited in Europe and the U.S. as proving the need for austerity policies. 

Herndon found that a series of data errors and flawed statistical techniques had 
led Reinhart and Rogoff to misjudge the relationship between public-debt levels 
and GDP growth. In fact, he demonstrated, in advanced economies average GDP 
growth does not dramatically change when ratios of public debt to GDP rise above 
90 percent.

Herndon joined with economics professors Michael Ash and Robert Pollin 
to produce a report on his findings. Published April 15, it immediately gained 
international attention and sparked pointed criticism of politicians and 
policymakers who had based their debt-cutting fiscal plans on Reinhart and 
Rogoff.

Within two weeks Herndon was profiled by the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, and Washington Post, got coverage from numerous European and 
Canadian media outlets, and was interviewed on Comedy Central’s Colbert Report. 
And with legs any centipede might envy, the story went on to ricochet around the 
international media for weeks.

Given the array of powerful, influential people Herndon has discomfited, 
Stephen Colbert asked him something many people might wonder: “Do you have 
someone starting your car for you right now?”
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Herndon points out data errors.
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Hanlyn Davies 
Returns

HANLYN DAVIES, a faculty  
 member in the art department 

from 1970 to 2006 and its former 
chair, brought recent work, including 
his painting What’s Out There, to the 
Hampden Gallery in the spring.

JO
H

N
 S

O
LE

M

JO
H

N
 S

O
LE

M



Students Campaign to Prevent Breast Cancer

WHILE EARNING DEGREES across a number of 
disciplines, a group of students has another mission: 

preventing cancer by educating men and women about 
products made with toxins and promoting safer alternatives. 
With business-like precision, they operate Protect Our Breasts, 
housed at the Isenberg School of Management and advised by 
experts, including R. Thomas Zoeller, a faculty member known 
internationally for his work on endocrine disruption. 

Members of Protect Our Breasts attend events such as 
football and hockey games or set up tables in the Campus 
Center to pass out products that are safer to use. For Valentine’s 
Day they distributed organic chocolate; for the Super Bowl, 
healthy snacks; and for sunny days, sun block without 
oxybenzone, an ingredient linked to cancer. 

“Protect Our Breasts is hands-down the biggest thing I am 
going to take away from being a student here,” says Jennifer 
Brown ’13. Kaitlyn Weyant ’13 believes her work on Protect 
Our Breasts will ultimately save lives, especially for women of 
her generation. “We have been able to have conversations with 
so many on how to prevent cancers,” she says.

Protect Our Breasts is the brainchild of Cynthia Barstow 
’93S, ’09G, a breast cancer survivor who teaches sustainable 
marketing at Isenberg. Through her efforts, Protect Our Breasts 
received a significant boost by winning $4,000 from the Women 
for UMass Amherst Fund. Women for UMass Amherst is a 
network created to encourage and inspire women—friends and 
alumnae—to engage with UMass Amherst as philanthropic 
leaders. Gifts to the fund are awarded annually after being 
vetted by the fund’s steering committee. 

Kristen Kuliga ’91, founder and CEO of K Sports and 
Entertainment, and chair of the steering committee, says the 
group supported Protect Our Breasts because it is having an 
impact on the health of students as well as giving students 
real-world opportunities. “As an entrepreneur, I know you need 
a broad foundation. I was impressed with students who are 
finance, biology, public health, marketing, and business majors,” 
says Kuliga. 

—Judith B. Cameron ’75

Students spread the word 
on cancer prevention.
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150 trees will be planted on 
campus to mark the UMass 
Amherst sesquicentennial.

Celebrating commencement: 1,200 doctoral and master’s 
degrees were granted and 5,500 students received 
bachelor’s degrees on May 10.



WHEN STUDENTS 
DEMANDED the removal of 

dormitory curfews for women in the 
late 1960s, they found an ally in Joyce A. 
Berkman, then a young faculty member in 
the history department. And when feminists 
upturned the sexism of academia, it was Berkman 
who taught the first women’s history course at UMass 
Amherst and was key in founding UMass’s Women, Gender, 
Sexuality Studies Program; the Five College Women’s Studies 
Seminar that became the Five College Women’s Studies Center; 
and the Valley Women’s History Collaborative. 

Berkman, who retired in May after teaching at UMass 
Amherst for 48 years, says her life’s work is defined by social 
activism, researching and teaching women’s history, and 
devotion to her family. “I was very much swept into the 
movements to democratize institutions, fight complicity in the 
Vietnam War, and promote social justice,” explains Berkman. 

“She has been steadfast in left liberal politics and acted on 
them within the academy and on the outside,” notes Susan 
Tracy, ’69, ’73G, a professor at Hampshire College and co-
founder of the Valley Women’s History Collaborative. As an 
undergraduate in the UMass Student Senate, Tracy agitated for 
change in campus curfew policies. “Of all the faculty, Joyce was 
the most receptive. She asked good, non-hostile questions,” 
recalls Tracy.  

Berkman used persistence to survive in a world where 
oppression of women was the norm. When she studied in 
1958 at Yale University’s graduate school, her professors called 
her an “ornament.” Many of her male peers resented her and 
thought she should devote her energies to marriage and 
raising children. “There were so many kinds of blatant sex 
discrimination,” remembers Berkman. Her gender, however, 
didn’t deter UMass Amherst, which was expanding its faculty, 
from making her a job offer in 1965. She moved to Amherst 
with her husband, Leonard Berkman, an unemployed graduate 
student at the time who now teaches in the theater department 
at Smith College, and with their two-year-old son. “At that 
time I thought I would be the breadwinner of the family,” says 
Berkman. Their second son was born in 1971.

When Berkman first taught British history, the only 
women she mentioned in lectures were queens. Her moment 
of revelation came in 1972 when she was asked to teach a 
women’s history course during the January intersession. It 

didn’t take her long to realize the limits of her knowledge. “It 
was like being hit by a bomb,” says Berkman, “I had taken for 
granted that the only history that mattered was male history.” 

With newfound zeal, Berkman helped lead the creation of 
one of the country’s first women’s studies departments. Joye 
Bowman, chair of the history department, says contributions 
from women like Berkman who pushed against stiff odds to 
study and teach about women are incalculable. “The history 
that was taught was incomplete,” Bowman says. “It left out 
women and African Americans and other minorities as well as 
gays and lesbians.”

Another part of Berkman’s legacy is the establishment 
of the Valley Women’s History Collaborative, a group of 
students, scholars, and community volunteers who have 
documented the women’s movement in the Pioneer Valley 
from the mid-1960s to the present by preserving papers and 
recording stories of women on the front lines of change. The 
oral histories and papers are housed at the W.E.B. Du Bois 
Library. Librarian Anne Moore says, “While the collection 
gives a valuable glimpse into an important period in women’s 
activism and how change happened, it also gives us a glimpse 
at the local level. It provides a perspective on the range of 
issues and challenges that feminists worked for—from day care 
to reproductive rights and social networks.”

The Valley Women’s History Collaborative will continue to 
command attention from Berkman, whose retirement plans 
are no less than the second phase of an illustrious career. She 
has several journal articles to publish, teaching assignments 
at UMass and other institutions, and ongoing research. 
Says Berkman, “I would not have retired if I did not have 
compelling plans.”

—Judith B. Cameron ’75

Joyce Berkman plans serious study of music in her retirement.

9summer 2013

Pioneering Feminist 
Retires
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UMass scientists have  

developed a super-adhesive called  

Geckskintm, a small device that can hold  

up to 700 lbs. while adhering to a smooth  

surface. Applications run from the overtly  

practical to the fantastical—from advanced  

medical equipment and improved products to  

the possible defiance of gravity.

Pushing Boundaries
Discoveries like Geckskintm contribute to the rise of  

New England’s premier public university. With your help,  
UMass Amherst will continue to excel as a creator  

of new knowledge and talent and as a force  
for improving the Commonwealth and beyond.

Find out more about the Campaign for the  
University of Massachusetts Amherst at 

umass.edu/umassrising.
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Science Notebook

40 Million Years of Nibbling

SCIENTISTS WHO STUDY how early land vertebrates evolved from fishes 
  have long suspected that they developed legs for venturing on land 

well before their feeding systems and dietary habits evolved to 
accommodate a land-based diet. But strong evidence for the 
theory has been lacking—until now. For the first time, fossil jaw 
measurements by a research team that included UMass Amherst’s Philip 
Anderson have been used to test and statistically confirm this evolutionary lag.

Anderson and his team examined images of 89 fossils of early tetrapods and 
their fish-like forebears. The fossils ranged in age from about 400 to 300 million 
years old. The researchers found that the mechanical properties of tetrapod jaws 
did not show significant adaptations to land-based feeding until some 40 to 80 
million years after the four-legged creatures first came out of the water. Before 
that transition the jaws remained very fishlike, even though tetrapods had weight-
bearing limbs and could walk on land. Anderson says this finding suggests that 
tetrapods may have had limited feeding options when they first came ashore.

A juvenile Orobates pabsti, 
a four-legged amphibian.

Personal robots could help stroke victims recover at home, says Yu-Kyong Choe. 

Robo-therapy

IN A RECENT groundbreaking experiment using a robot to deliver speech and  
 physical therapy to a stroke patient, UMass Amherst researchers saw notable 

gains in both therapeutic domains and significant improvement in quality of life.
 “It’s clear from our study of a 72-year-old male stroke client,” says speech-

language pathologist and study leader Assistant Professor Yu-Kyong Choe, “that a 
personal humanoid robot can help people recover by delivering therapy such as 
word-retrieval games and arm-movement tasks in an enjoyable, engaging way.”

The case study focused on how therapeutic interventions in one domain, 
speech, affected interventions in another, physical therapy, in two different delivery 
scenarios. The client, with aphasia and physical disability on one side, completed 
a robot-mediated program of only speech therapy for five weeks, followed by only 
physical therapy for five weeks. He then attended back-to-back speech and physical 
therapy sessions for five weeks.

Over the course of the experiment the client made notable gains in the frequency 
and range of upper-limb movements and in verbal expression. Those improvements 
were far greater, however, when he engaged in only one therapy than during 
the back-to-back sessions. The researchers theorize that during such sequential 
schedules speech and physical functions compete for limited resources in the brain. 

Tag Snag

A BILL PROPOSED and shelved last  
  year by the Massachusetts Senate 

suggested that license plates glimpsed 
at crime scenes might be easier to read 
and recall if they included such symbols 
as stars, hearts, squares, triangles, and 
circles. Alas, a study by UMass Amherst 
memory experts has found that it isn’t 
so, at least for adult witnesses.

The study was prompted when a 
reporter asked cognitive psychologist 
and memory expert Professor Caren 
Rotello what she thought of the theory. 
She felt there might be something to it, 
though “I had to say that I didn’t know. 
But that doesn’t mean that I wasn’t 
interested or that it couldn’t be tested.”

Test it she did, with help from 
cognitive psychologist Professor 
Andrew Cohen and doctoral candidate 
Lisa Fiorenzo. They compiled and 
analyzed data drawn from a study 
of 619 adults between the ages of 18 
and 70 and replicated in two further 
investigations. Participants were 
tested on plates with and without 
symbols, and including four, five, or six 
characters. Some participants looked at 
mirror images of plates.

“We were surprised to find that 
there’s really nothing there,” Rotello 
notes. “There’s just no benefit at all to 
this particular design. We think it’s 
important to get this information out 
now, when there appears to be renewed 
interest in making these changes.”
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ATHLETICS is the front porch of the university, says Derek 
Kellogg ’95, UMass Amherst men’s head basketball coach. 

And in the coming year that front porch will have a very dif-
ferent look with the addition of a football performance center 
and press box/sky box complex at McGuirk Alumni Stadium, 
and a new Champions Center basketball practice facility at 
Mullins Center. Both projects will be highly visible to students 
and parents as they enter campus. In addition, a new boathouse 
for women’s rowing is nearly completed along the Connecticut 
River in Hadley.

As the university celebrated its 150th anniversary with a full 
slate of Founders Weeks activities in late April, ground was of-
ficially broken for the two major projects, adding to the flurry 
of campus construction that includes the Commonwealth 
Honors College Residential Community, the New Academic 
Classroom Building, Life Science Laboratories, and Hampshire 
Dining Commons renovations. Both projects will be energy 
efficient and environmentally sustainable and will be pursu-
ing Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certification.

There is a lot going on, says John McCutcheon, director of 
athletics. “It shows there are a lot of dynamic things happening 
on campus and athletics is just one of them. It’s exciting to be 
part of the renaissance in terms of physical plant here on cam-
pus and how it supports the university’s mission.”

Work at McGuirk began in March. When it is completed in 
July 2014 the pressbox/skybox complex will bear the names 
of brothers Martin Jacobson ’68 and Richard Jacobson who 

recently made a $2.5 million gift to support the project. Major 
work at the Champions Center will get under way over the 
summer and will take about a year to complete. Both projects 
have been in the works for several years, says McCutcheon, and 
when completed, the state-of-the-art facilities will consolidate 
team operations and give the coaches and players the resources 
necessary to develop and perform to the best of their ability.

“The construction throughout campus shows the universi-
ty’s commitment to giving a world-class education and world-
class experience to all students, not just student athletes,” says 
Charley Molnar, head football coach. “Specific to athletics, it 
shows that the university wants to be a competitor at the na-
tional level, knowing that in order to be a national competitor, 
you have to have national class facilities.”

The football performance center is on the north end of Mc-
Guirk Alumni Stadium with a south-facing terrace overlook-
ing the playing field. It will benefit the program on many levels, 
says Molnar. “Our constituents—fans, alumni, players, media, 
anyone who follows college football on a national level—will 
see the university has made a commitment to be a major col-
lege football program. Internally it will provide everything the 
players need to be the best students and athletes; it will help 

Breaking Ground 
for New Digs

Above, an artist’s rendering of the new football performance center. 
At right, long-time supporter of UMass Amherst athletics,  

Martin Jacobson ’68, flanked by basketball head coach  
Derek Kellogg ’95 and football head coach Charlie Molnar.



13summer 2013

A weathervane in the shape of 
an eight-person shell adorns the 

cupola of the new boathouse.

“It brings everything together, the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball offices, practice courts, weight room, strength pro-
gram,” says Kellogg. With 24-hour-a-day access players can 
use the center whenever they have free time for extra practice, 
therapy, study, or just hanging out. They can take care of all 
their basketball needs in one place, without having to visit sev-
eral locations around campus.

“A typical day of basketball for players now, once classes 
are through, is practice at the Cage, treatment at Boyden, then 
to Mullins to touch base with coaches, then lift at Mullins or 
Boyden,” says Sharon Dawley, women’s basketball coach. “In 
the new center we’ll have study hall, film breakdown, therapy, 
weight room, practice courts, and coaches’ offices all under one 
roof. We’ll see players coming and going, and can catch up with 
them without them having to drive to another location.

“It is the perfect layout for a great practice,” says Dawley. 
“We’ll have seven baskets at practice, enough to get everything 
done in a session.” Coaches will control their practice court 
and can schedule practices when they want without worrying 
about conflicts with each other and other programs. In addi-
tion, it will alleviate scheduling pressure on the Cage and other 
facilities around campus, and can be used for intramural tour-
naments or extra basketball space during the busy times at the 
Recreation Center.

Kellogg and Dawley agree that the Champions Center will 
be a real factor in recruiting. “It is hard to recruit against pro-
grams that have similar facilities already,” says Dawley. 

“This will allow us to be right there with the top teams we 
compete against in our conference,” says Kellogg. “We are go-
ing to put ourselves in position to be one of the top programs 
in our league.”

A new boathouse for the women’s rowing team, the first 
permanent home for the program since its inception as a 
varsity sport in 1995, is scheduled to be completed this sum-

mer. The building is on the grounds of the Sports-
mans Marina on the Connecticut River next to 

the Calvin Coolidge Bridge and will feature 
three bays to store and maintain boats, a 

team room, showers, changing areas, and 
workout space.

“I think it is fantastic when you 
drive around campus and see all the 
cranes and all the new athletic build-
ings, academic buildings, and housing 

going up,” says Kellogg. “We are really 
geared up for the next 15 years as an ath-

letic program and as a university.” 
—Robert Lindquist

with recruitment and will be a great work environment for 
coaches and staff who support the program.”

The performance center will include space for locker rooms, 
state-of-the-art rehabilitation facilities to take care of injuries, 
strength and conditioning facilities, team meeting rooms, and 
offices for coaches and staff. It will provide one-stop shopping, 
says Molnar. “Players can power up before practice at the fuel 
station and take care of academic issues with the academic ad-
visors. They have access to computers and a quiet study lab, 
and space to unwind during free time.” All strength and con-
ditioning will take place in the building with easy access to the 
field for speed conditioning. The latest in video technology will 
be available for game preparation. A large multi-purpose room 
will be used for team meals, group meetings, receptions, and as 
a gathering place for recruits and their families. 

When the Minutemen moved up to the Football Bowl 
Subdivision last year, the Mid-American Conference stipu-
lated that renovations to the press box were a necessity. Built 
in the 1960s, it is small, with inadequate access and facilities. “It 
wasn’t even adequate for the level of football we were at before,” 
says McCutcheon. The new press box will accommodate all the 
media and broadcast needs of a Division I program, including 
television and radio broadcast booths, instant replay facilities, 
coaches’ booths, and home and visiting hospitality suites.

While some home games will continue to be played at Gil-
lette Stadium, once the project is complete home games will 
begin to return to campus. “It looks like we may have three 
home games on campus in 2014, and then between one and 
three each year after that,” says McCutcheon. “This will enable 
us to have a traditional homecoming game, and the MAC (Mid-
American Conference) has a longstanding agreement with 
ESPN for mid-week games. We’d prefer to have those games on 
campus [rather than at Gillette Stadium] on a Wednesday or 
Thursday night. We think it can be a really great atmosphere.”

The Champions Center, on the south side of the 
Mullins Center adjacent to the Boyden practice 
fields, will be home to the men’s and women’s 
basketball team and like the performance 
center at McGuirk, will consolidate bas-
ketball operations at one location.

The center will house multiple 
practice courts for men’s and wom-
en’s teams, along with locker rooms, 
coaches’ offices, strength training 
and sports medicine areas, video and 
film facilities, team lounges, and multi-
function space. It will be connected to the 
Mullins Center by an enclosed corridor.
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Climate Change 
ONG BEFORE terms like “global warming,” “greenhouse gas,” or “climate change” 
became familiar, UMass Amherst researchers began studying how and why our 
present-day climate is different from the past. Those early efforts have since 
broadened and intensified, and today UMass is one of the nation’s top institutions  
on climate change research. L



CLIMATE CHANGE AND UMASS:  
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

IF YOU WANT to know about climate change research at 
UMass Amherst, you’ve got to talk to Ray Bradley. “I was 

always interested in how climate changed, but when I began 
my career at UMass, I certainly wasn’t focused on global 
warming as an issue,” Bradley said in a recent interview at his 
office in the Climate System Research Center in the Morrill 
building. “I was more interested in academic questions like 
how had climates changed in the past, the history of glacia-
tion, and things like that.” 

Bradley arrived at UMass in the mid-1970s just around 
the time when the first few scientists began to warn that 
rising carbon dioxide levels from fossil fuel burning would 
cause global temperatures to heat up. But those predictions 
didn’t really cause much concern. For one thing, there were 
more imminent and visible environmental problems—like 
terrible smog and fouled rivers, and there was a lot of un-
certainty about how the earth’s climate system worked. Still, 
by the late 1970s, the US Department of Energy decided to 
commission a study to find out how global temperatures 
had changed during the last century. Because of Bradley’s 
PhD research on long-term records of climate change in 
the Rocky Mountain states, they chose him. 

After gathering as much of the instrument data as pos-
sible, Bradley and colleagues from the UK’s Climatic Re-
search Unit found that temperatures around the globe had 
indeed been rising. And that finding, he says, begged a fol-
low-up: “Having produced that record that went back to 
1880, we then asked, well, how unusual was that change?” 

But answering that question wasn’t yet possible. In fact, 
it wasn’t until the mid 1990s that all the parts and pieces 
Bradley needed were in place: faster computers, better an-
alytical techniques, and key to it all, a sufficient supply of 
paleorecords—things like tree rings, coral reefs, deep ice 
cores, and lake and marine sediments.  Known as “proxy 
data” in the climatology world, these special biological 
and geological records are like time capsules, with each 
layer in their structure capturing a snapshot of the earth’s 
atmospheric conditions. When the layers are analyzed in 
sequence, they reveal the hidden secrets of their past cli-
mate history. For tree rings, those records may span cen-
turies; for deep ice cores, hundreds of thousands of years; 

Clarified
By Laurie Sanders

15summer 2013

UMass Amherst is educating the next generation 
of climate scientists. Above, geoscience students 
study tidewater glaciers in Svalbard, Norway.



16 umass amherst

for sediment cores, the record can extend back more than three 
million years. 

By 1998, Bradley, his post-doc Michael Mann, and Malcolm 
Hughes from the University of Arizona had integrated the re-
sults of dozens of proxy records and when they put them all 
together, they were able to do something that had never been 
done before—reconstruct the temperature history of the earth 
for the last 1,000 years. “When we did that,” Bradley recalled, 

“what emerged 
was this remark-
able record that 
showed gradual 
cooling over the 
last thousand 
years until the 
late 1800s, when 
suddenly there 
was a rapid rise.” 

The graph 
showing the tem-
perature curve 
was dubbed the 
“hockey stick,” 
with the first 900 
years of cooling 
representing the 
shaft of the stick 
and the last cen-
tury of warming, 

the upturned blade. The onset of the blade coincided with the 
rise of carbon dioxide emissions from coal, oil, and other fossil 
fuels that accompanied the Industrial Revolution. “That image 
of the hockey stick shape became a very compelling descrip-
tion and something very easy for people to understand,” says 
Bradley. “In a sense, the hockey stick graph became an icon of 
the whole problem of global warming. It certainly opened my 
eyes. Until that point, I hadn’t realized just how much human 
activity had affected the global climate system.” 

The “hockey stick paper” catapulted climate change and 
the issue of natural vs. human-induced global warming into 
the public and political sphere. Within days of its publication, 
the results were covered by all the major newspapers, television 
networks, and magazines. Two years later, the paper’s conclu-
sions played an important role in the assessment report issued 
by the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). 

Although attempts were made to discredit “the hockey stick 
paper,” its overall findings were subsequently corroborated by 
more than a dozen independent studies. Just as significantly, 
the paper helped to propel a wave of new research on climate 
change, not only at UMass, but also at institutions around the 
world.  

In the 15 years since, researchers have been able to take the 
earth’s climate record back literally hundreds of thousands of 
years. What’s more, the new findings have revealed important 

clues about how, why, and when the earth’s climate changes, 
such as the relationship between carbon dioxide levels and 
temperature, how volcanic eruptions affect weather patterns, 
how warming temperatures influence sea level rise, and about 
the conditions that trigger shifts in ocean circulation. Those 
details have, in turn, been incorporated into computer models, 
which have given researchers insight into not only the earth’s 
past climate, but also what the climate might be like in the 
future. 

And based on the latest projections, by the end of this centu-
ry, global temperatures will warm by 5-10 degrees Fahrenheit, 
sea levels will rise by at least three feet, and the frequency of 
extreme weather events will increase. Any one of these changes 
will cause major impacts on society and the environment, but 
UMass geologist Julie Brigham-Grette says that in combina-
tion, they have the potential to be catastrophic. “If you look at 
Hurricane Sandy, as sea level rises, it’ll take even less of a storm 

RAY BRADLEY
Distinguished University Professor 
Director, Climate System Research Center

Since the early 1970s Ray Bradley has spent a part of every 
summer in the Arctic. His current work includes studies 
in Norway, where last summer he and a team collected 
sediment cores from lakes.

When asked about the reduction of carbon emissions, 
he remains hopeful that science, technology, and 
engineering will make important contributions. And in 
terms of energy, he has this to say: “When you project 
out, 10 to 20 years forward, the world energy scene will be 
dramatically different. About that I’m absolutely certain. It 
will have to be because the problem is so severe. 

“We’ve increased pre-industrial levels of carbon dioxide 
from 280 parts per million to almost 400. And along with 
that, we’ve increased methane, nitrous oxide, and other 
greenhouse gases. And we know exactly what these gases 
do—they trap heat. And as temperatures go up, there is 
more energy in the atmosphere, which means there is more 
extreme weather.

“I think the public is beginning to connect the dots. They 
see unusual weather conditions and they know what they 
were used to in the past—what they used to think of as 
normal. Well, now we have a new normal.”

Based on the 
latest projections, 
by the end of this 
century, global 
temperatures 
will warm by 
5-10 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
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Climate and the  
Social Sciences

UMass Amherst researchers are also doing important 
work in the areas of social science and climate policy. 

Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning Department 
Head Elizabeth Hamin and students work with municipalities 

and communities to consider climate change in city planning efforts. 
In the Political Economy Research Institute, researchers such as Heidi 

Garrett-Peltier ’07G, ’10PhD and James Boyce work on important social  
and environmental issues, including climate policy, climate justice, and  

setting an appropriate price for carbon. In the Resource Economics 
Department, Sylvia Brandt takes a critical look at the economics and 

regulations on commercial fisheries and the increasing pressures  
resulting from a changing climate. And in the Mechanical and  
Industrial Engineering Department, Erin Baker and students  

apply research to climate and energy policy, and consider  
the impacts of uncertain information in  

policy decisions.

to do the same damage. That’s what people need to understand. 
We can’t put a brick wall around Manhattan and all of New 
Jersey to prevent that. We need to think forward.”

COPING WITH CLIMATE CHANGE

THINKING FORWARD IS Rick Palmer’s style. Since com-
ing to UMass five years ago, the head of Civil and Environ-

mental Engineering has gotten involved in several new proj-
ects. With the Nature Conservancy, he’s studying the effects 
of climate change on the Connecticut River. With faculty in 
Environmental Conservation, he’s helping to design better fish 
passageways. With researchers at Columbia and Drexel Univer-
sity, he is studying the impact of climate change on urban ar-
eas. And, building on the climate science work of Ray Bradley 
and his colleagues, Palmer recently spearheaded the success-
ful effort to have UMass lead and host the Northeast Climate 
Science Center (NECSC). “Our primary goal is to help people 
come to grips with the changes from global warming, plan ac-
cordingly, and make good decisions,” Palmer says.  

One of eight climate science centers across the nation, the 
new center’s role is to examine the anticipated impacts of cli-
mate change on the region’s ecosystems, wildlife, water, and 
other natural resources and then provide on-the-ground land 
managers with the tools and techniques they will need to 
mitigate and adapt to those changes.  And for the Northeast 
Climate Science Center, the task is particularly big. Its terri-
tory stretches from Maine to Minnesota and from 
Missouri to Maryland. It includes all of the 
Great Lakes, more than 1,000 miles of 
coastline, vast forests, and extensive 
agricultural areas. It also includes 
130 million people, or put an-
other way, 41 percent of the 
country’s population. 

For this enormous 
quadrant, Palmer says 
it’s critical to have more 
accurate climate mod-
els, a clear understand-
ing of their limitations, 
and an appreciation 
of how to make deci-
sions that recognize 
inherent uncertainties 
in these models to pro-
vide information that is 
useful for decision makers 
at the local level. At present, 
computer simulations point to 
a region with wetter springs and 
winters, and much drier summers 
and falls.  “But there is a range in the cur-

rent forecasts,” he says. “What is the most appropriate range of 
future temperature changes that we should prepare 

for? Do we expect more precipitation or less? 
How will spring runoff be affected? How 

much will sea level rise and how 
much faster will it occur than we 

anticipated five to eight years 
ago?”

The answers to these 
questions, Palmer says, 

will influence how we 
deal with and adapt to 
the coming changes. 
And these changes will 
affect not only the built 
environment of our 
cities and towns, but all 
aspects of the natural 

world—our coastlines, 
forests, farmland, rivers 

and streams, lakes and 
ponds, as well as the plants 

and animals that inhabit 
them. 
Given the complexity of cli-

mate change and the ecological di-
versity of the Northeast region, Palmer 

RICK PALMER
Head, Civil and Environmental Engineering
Director, Northeast Climate Science Center

Rick Palmer attributes his interest in water issues to 
growing up in Texas, where floods, hurricanes, and droughts 
shape lives.

His engineering career began with a project calculating 
the number of drinking water reservoirs needed by 
Washington, DC, to meet its future needs. Since then, he 
has consulted on drinking water supply projects for several 
major cities (e.g., Dallas, Atlanta, Seattle) and worked on the 
natural variability in stream and river flows in the western 
US. During the last decade, he shifted his focus to look at 
how climate change will affect water resources.
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JULIE BRIGHAM-GRETTE
Professor of Geosciences

Julie Brigham-Grette has spent lots of time in the world’s 
polar regions, and like most climate experts, she finds 
the rate of glacial melting alarming. “Right now, seven of 
the 12 ice shelves around the Antarctic Peninsula have 
either disintegrated or are in the process of disintegrating. 
We’ve never seen that before. The melt rates going on in 
Greenland are just tremendous. And smaller glaciers in 
Alaska and other countries are all retreating. That’s going to 
communicate into sea level rise.”

The rate of sea level rise is one of the calculations 
that climate scientists have had to repeatedly revise.  
Brigham-Grette says it is now happening much faster than 
anticipated just five years ago. Based on even the most 
conservative computer models, the current prediction is 
that sea level will rise by at least three feet in the next 90 
years. That puts most of the Florida Keys underwater and 
has huge implications for the coastlines of New England 
and throughout the world, especially Bangladesh, the 
Netherlands, and many of the islands in the Pacific.

For municipalities and states, planning for bigger storms 
will influence what and where we build so that there is less 
damage to infrastructure. It means re-imagining coastal 
beach erosion management and regulating where building 
(and re-building) can occur so that infrastructure and 
people are not at risk. Those decisions, Brigham-Grette 
says, are not just based on science, but on politics and 
economics too.  “People need to realize the consequences 
of not doing anything about climate change.”

pulled together a multi-disciplinary team of researchers from 
UMass and six other institutions (University of Wisconsin-
Madison, University of Minnesota, University of Missouri, 
Columbia University, Woods Hole Marine Biological Lab, and 
the College of Menominee Nation in Keshena, Wisconsin). 

Reducing Greenhouse Gases
In addition to addressing the anticipated impacts from climate change,  

researchers at UMass are also working on technological solutions  
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and stabilize world carbon levels— 

creating ethanol from microbes, producing more energy efficient  
cars, and working on alternative energy sources like  

wind and biomass.

At UMass, the center’s co-principal investigators include Ray 
Bradley; Curt Griffin, professor of wildlife ecology and con-
servation, who will focus on wildlife; and Keith Nislow, of the 
USDA Forest Service, who will concentrate on fisheries and 
aquatic plants and animals.  

Since receiving the five-year, $7.5 million grant from the US 
Department of Interior in 2011, NECSC has hosted meetings 
for stakeholders to get input on their research priorities, and 
the principal investigators have begun working together with 
other federal, state, and local groups. 

This summer researchers are working on a range of field 
projects—mapping land use, monitoring fish, inventorying 
streams, and doing reconnaissance to assess the impacts of sea 
level rise. “We’re working on science that has applications to 
managers and can be applied today,” Palmer said. “And we’re 
looking for trends and information that are applicable widely 
and at a landscape level—and not just limited to a single small 
watershed or a specific patch of forest.” 

In addition to research, this fall the center is sponsoring an 
intensive field camp for its post docs and students from all eight 
institutions. Palmer sees that as another critical component of 
the project. “What we need to generate through this grant is a 
new generation of researchers who have been exposed to lots 
of different approaches to problem solving because we believe 
that these climate problems are big enough that if you come in 
with a narrow perspective, you will not succeed.” 

Palmer realizes that climate change can seem overwhelming 
and downright depressing. Ray Bradley knows that, too. But they 
both agree that inaction is not an option. “Climate change is the 
biggest environmental problem we have,” Bradley says. “But do-
ing nothing is the worst thing because we really need to take ur-
gent action to limit the potential problems down the road.” 

Julie Brigham-Grette is just as emphatic. “I tell students—
Don’t get depressed. This means we’ve got a lot to do. There 
are a lot of areas that are going to need new, fresh minds to 
tackle the engineering problems of the coastline, how we build 
our cities, how we manage people’s food supplies. If we’re go-
ing to decrease our dependence on fossil fuels, we’ve got to get 
creative on how we use the landscape better. So across all disci-
plines, all of these fields are going to require rethinking.”

Previous generations, she says, made mistakes out of igno-
rance, but future generations are not going to make the same 
mistakes. “We know so much more now about what we should 
be doing.”   

Laurie Sanders is a field biologist and radio journalist. She lives 
in western Massachusetts with her family.
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Worldwide Research

ESTABLISHED IN 1990, the Climate System Research Cen-
ter (CSRC) has helped UMass Amherst earn a reputation 

as a top climate research institution. Currently CSRC’s faculty 
and students are working in more than 24 countries, with 
studies ranging from ancient lake sediments in Siberia to the 
impacts of Hurricane Sandy. 

Using coastal and lake sediment records, Professor 
Jonathan Woodruff is studying the frequency and impact 
of extreme weather events. His work spans both time and 
geography. Current projects include examining the impact of 
flooding on the tributaries of the Connecticut River from Tropi-
cal Storm Irene (2011) to analyzing sediments on the Japanese 
coast to discover the record of fierce Kamikaze Winds, which 
twice destroyed the Mongol fleet when it attempted invasions 
a thousand years ago. 

Working on lake sediments in northern Norway, biogeo-
chemist Isla Castañeda found ancient organic molecules that 
revealed not only when humans arrived in the area, but also 
how their activities—from daily living to burning and clearing 
land, and grazing animals—changed their surroundings. She 
is now beginning a study at the early man sites in East Africa 
where she will be tracking the environmental changes that ac-
companied the rise of humans. 

By analyzing isotope concentrations in stalagmite layers, Dean 
Steve Burns is able to reconstruct detailed rainfall records and 

reveal previously unknown links between climate and the rise 
and fall of civilizations. For instance, working on stalagmites from 
Peruvian caves, he discovered that when conditions in the North 
Atlantic cooled, the main rainfall zone in the tropics shifted south, 
causing more hurricanes in northern Peru.  Meanwhile, his work in 
the Yucatan revealed pronounced droughts that coincided in time 
with the collapse of the Mayan civilization. Burns is also working in 
caves in Yemen, Mexico, and Madagascar.

Professor Julie Brigham-Grette is an expert on reconstruct-
ing past climate based on sediment cores. Her main research 
site is now in northeast Siberia, where a meteor strike cre-
ated a 20 km-wide crater. Now filled with water and known as 
El’gygytgyn Lake, the area was never glaciated and because of 
that, the lake sediments provide an unprecedented record of 
polar climate history. In fact, the 3.6 million year old record ex-
tends back to a time when thick forests extended to the shores 
of the Arctic Ocean and before the Greenland Ice Sheet 
existed. The team’s second paper in Science appeared in May.

Based on data collected by UMass researchers and others, 
Professor Rob DeConto has developed computer models that 
convincingly show how the earth’s orbital position and CO2 
levels influenced the start of glaciation in Antarctica. In a sepa-
rate project, he is investigating how the melting of the earth’s 
permafrost regions will trigger a massive release of methane, a 
greenhouse gas even more potent than carbon dioxide. 
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UMass Amherst conducts climate studies around the 
world. Isla Castañeda (above), assistant professor in the 
Department of Geosciences, participated in research at 
the Dutch Wadden Sea.
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UMass Rising: The Campaign for the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst

THE MOST AMBITIOUS fundraising campaign in the his-
tory of our flagship campus got under way with a public 

launch on April 27. Philanthropy has played a pivotal role from 
our start as an agricultural college in 1863. Shortly after Con-
gress passed the Morrill Act, lead-
ing to the creation of land-grant 
colleges across the country, three 
benefactors stepped forward with 
funds to complete construction of 
the first buildings for the campus. 
Today, private support, particularly 
in the wake of reduced state fund-
ing, is as critical as the first gifts re-
ceived from those stirred by imag-
ining a great public university. 

 
Why is there a need for a capital 
campaign? 
Like every public university in the 
nation, UMass Amherst has had to 
adjust to cutbacks in state fund-
ing.  Over the past decade fund-
ing from the state has decreased 
steadily. UMass needs to rely on 
other sources of revenue as well as 
increased philanthropy to fulfill 
our education and research mis-
sion and to fund critical growth 
and innovation.  

What is the campaign goal? 
The goal is to raise $300 million by June 30, 2016. Since January 
2010, 63 percent of the goal, or $190 million, has been raised.

Why emphasize scholarships in the campaign?
More than 65 percent of UMass Amherst undergraduates qual-
ify for need-based aid, with 20 percent of our student popu-

lation coming from families at the 
lowest end of the economic spec-
trum. For many of our students, a 
scholarship may determine wheth-
er or not they graduate.
 
Why do we need additional 
faculty chairs and professorships?
Recruiting elite faculty from around 
the world and providing existing 
faculty with ample resources to 
engage in scholarly pursuits will 
strengthen UMass Amherst con-
siderably. The quality of our fac-
ulty will be central to our success 
because they attract the best and 
brightest students and expand the 
scope and impact of our research. 

How can you help?
Alumni and friends can follow the 
example of our first benefactors in 
supporting the flagship campus. For 
information on giving to UMass 
Amherst, go to: www.umass.edu/
umassrising or call 413-545-4200.

The $300 Million Goal
• $55 million for talented students: to 
establish new merit- and need-based 

scholarships and graduate fellowships, study 
abroad awards, and career assistance.

• $54 million for faculty: to create new 
endowed chairs and professorships and 

recruit and retain first-class faculty. 

• $97 million for research and programs: 
to underwrite new and existing centers 
and institutes, research initiatives, and 

technology programs.

• $54 million for buildings and infrastruc-
ture: to create buildings and learning spaces 

that enhance our educational mission.

• $40 million for the Annual Fund: to pro-
vide ongoing funding that sustains, expands, 

and enriches programs across campus.

A Grand 
Celebration
HISTORIC CAMPAIGN LAUNCHES
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DAVID G. FUBINI ’76, a top executive for a global con-
sulting firm, credits UMass Amherst faculty members 

as inspiration for his career. Robert L. Epstein ’67 says the 
guidance from one faculty member led to the expansion of his 
family business that now operates throughout New England. 
Douglas A. Berthiaume ’71, ’05HON, leader of a high tech-
nology company, is no less generous in his praise of faculty and 
grateful for the confidence they instilled in him.

Now these accomplished alumni, 
along with Eugene Isenberg ’50, 
’00HON, are collectively saying 
thank you to their alma mater by co-
chairing UMass Rising. 

Ambassadors for 
Philanthropy

EXUDING boardroom confi-
dence that the $300 million goal 

will be met, the co-chairs believe 
that the campaign will enhance ex-
cellence and contribute to the long-
term sustainability of UMass Amherst. “If you are an effective 
ambassador you are going to naturally improve the overall 
environment for philanthropic giving,” says Berthiaume, chair-
man, president, and CEO of Waters Corp., an analytical instru-
ment manufacturer. 

Fubini says the early success of the campaign shows alumni 
are rallying for UMass Amherst. “This campaign isn’t some-
thing people are running from; they are running towards it,” 
says Fubini, a UMass trustee and a senior director at McKinsey 
& Company, Boston.

Fubini attributes his rise at McKin-
sey to a handful of mentors, including 
UMass Marketing Professor Charles 
Schewe. “If I didn’t have these rela-
tionships I don’t believe I could have 
done what I have done,” explains Fubi-
ni. He has created a scholarship in the 
name of Schewe, and, like the other 
co-chairs has contributed generously 
to the campaign.

For Epstein, retired Isenberg 
professor Jack Wolf was the faculty member who took a 
“personal interest in my development” and counseled Epstein 
to not only join the family business but to expand it. Today, 
Epstein is president of the 80-year-old Horizon Beverage Co., a 
distributor of beer, wine, and spirits headquartered in Norton, 
Mass., employing 700 people. During the past few years 
Epstein has reconnected with the campus and become one 

of its significant donors, especially in the support of students 
who were faced with leaving UMass when their parents lost 
jobs due to the recession. “Like many people I thought our tax 
dollars covered the cost of operating the university,” he says. 
The state provides approximately 20 percent of the university’s 
operating budget. This year he has pledged $500,000 toward 
the construction of a new wing at Isenberg. “Luckily I am able 
to do to it. I believe in education and the mission of UMass 

Amherst,” says Epstein. 

Investing in Excellence

BERTHIAUME says his gift and 
his commitment to the UMass 

Rising campaign are endorsements 
of the excellence of UMass Amherst. 
He recognizes that private support 
is needed to attract the best faculty 
and students and to build cutting-
edge research facilities. “The only 
way you can make those investments 
is through philanthropy, especially at 

state-supported schools like UMass Amherst,” he notes. Ber-
thiaume and his wife, Diana, have made a $5 million gift to the 
campus, one of the largest in campus history. “My courses and 
my professors provided me with the grounding and confidence 
to make me believe that I could make it in a sophisticated busi-
ness environment,” he says of his switch from engineering to the 
School of Management.

Speaking at the campaign kickoff on April 27, Chancellor 
Kumble R. Subbaswamy noted that UMass Amherst has been a 
catalyst for helping solve the most pressing social and econom-

ic problems of the day as well as offer-
ing students a path for upward mobil-
ity. “In the last 150 years, hundreds of 
thousands of students have realized 
their fullest potential and in so do-
ing have become part of the uplifting 
story that is UMass Amherst, enriched 
by the experience and transformed by 
the education and inspiration they re-
ceived here,” said Subbawsamy.

With the unveiling of the public 
phase of the campaign, the energy and enthusiasm of alumni 
will be harnessed, explains Michael A. Leto, vice chancellor for 
development and alumni relations. There will be gatherings 
and alumni events around the country. “I believe our alums ap-
preciate the value of a UMass education and realize that the 
campus is worthy of investments large and small,” says Leto.   

—Judith B. Cameron ’75

Campaign co-chairs, from left: Robert Epstein, 
Douglas Berthiaume, and David Fubini.

Honorary co-chairs of UMass Rising:  
Bill Cosby ’72MA, ’76EdD, ’86HON • Ken Feinberg ’67, ’02HON • Jack Smith ’60, ’93HON • Jack Welch ’57, ’82HON

The UMass Rising campaign 

will advance UMass Amherst 

as an engine of discovery  

and improvement.

Inspired Campaign Leaders
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MORE THAN 300 UMass Amherst 
supporters gathered to dine, dance, 

and celebrate the launch of UMass Rising.  
The Recreation Center was transformed 

for the April 27 gala.

John Armstrong ’03Hon and Bob Mahoney ’70

Josh Simpson with Ben ’98 and Amy Happ ’98

UMass Trustee Victor 
Woolridge ’80, Dianne 
Doherty, Michele and  
George Ditomassi ’57,  
’96Hon

The evening 
was capped off 
with music and 

dancing

Devonia Thomas ’73G and UMass Trustee Henry Thomas, 
with Chancellor Subbaswamy and Mala Subbaswamy

Master of ceremonies Cady Coleman ’91PhD, 
’96Hon offers the Minuteman bobblehead she 
took to space to Chancellor Subbaswamy

Peter ’75 and Peg DiGiammarino ’75 and 
Dean Marjorie Aelion ’80 of the School of 
Public Health and Health Sciences

The
Campaign

Begins

Photos by Matthew Cavanaugh 
except where noted by John Solem.
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Josh Simpson with Ben ’98 and Amy Happ ’98

Isenberg Dean Mark Fuller, Tanya Fuller, 
Bob Epstein ’67, Mike Leto, David Fubini ’76

The Minuteman Marching Band leads a “Go UMass” cheer

UMass President Robert Caret, his 
wife, Liz Zoltan, and Bob Epstein ’67

Karen ’80 and Patrick Veale ’79

Meredith Feltus, Denise ’79 and 
Peter Bloom ’78, David Weisblat ’75

Cocktail hour in a transformed 
Recreation Center

Friends of the Libraries Caden Mainzer and Professor Emeritus Lewis Mainzer

Ken Feinberg ’67, ’02Hon, master of 
ceremonies

Ken Hintlian ’76 and Lori Koehn

Students perform scenes from the 
history of UMass
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MUSEUM DIRECTOR

Loretta Yarlow
Loretta Yarlow, director of the 
University Museum of Contemporary 
Art, is the creative force behind Du 
Bois in Our Time. She began to plan 
the project two years ago.

THE PROBLEMS Du Bois wrote 
about are still with us and many 

are more urgent than ever. This project 
explores the intersection of art and the 
major issues of our time with specific 
emphasis on the Du Bois legacy and 
the causes he championed. The way this 
keeps growing is a little overwhelming. 
It’s like Du Bois himself—larger than 
life. It has been amazing how excited the 
artists have been to participate and I’m 
thrilled with the progress of their work.

My hope is that this project will 
bring Du Bois closer to the forefront be-
cause in some places he is still unsung. 
UMass students who see the exhibition 
will be able to connect to him better 
when they see the name “Du Bois” as 
they go into the library. As a teaching 
museum, we are excited to work with so 
many extraordinary scholars right here 
on campus and at other institutions on 
this project. 

HISTORIAN 

Richard Rabinowitz
Richard Rabinowitz is one of the 
nation’s leading public historians. He 
is founder and president of American 
History Workshop, which designs 
innovative history programs, and a 

in Our Time

W
.E.B. DU BOIS, whose name is on the tower library, is 
a towering historic figure. Those familiar with his long 
life and work marvel at his formidable intelligence and 
his extraordinary output. The very breadth and depth 
of Du Bois’s thinking, however, can make it hard to fully 

comprehend his legacy. This fall 10 leading artists will come to campus 
to unveil new works that will help viewers see how Du Bois, who died 50 
years ago, remains a man closely connected to our time.

Du Bois in Our Time opens at the University Museum of 
Contemporary Art on September 10 with a public reception on 
September 27. Fittingly, the exhibition is part of the museum’s most 
ambitious undertaking ever. Along with the 10 commissioned works, 
the project includes a video, a comprehensive catalog, collaboration 
with the Nubuke Foundation in Ghana, and a September 28 campus 
symposium that will bring together the participating artists and Du Bois 
scholars from the US and Africa. There will also be connected campus-
wide academic programs and community involvement with area public 
schools. The university museum won a $100,000 National Endowment 
for the Arts grant to help fund the venture.

Du Bois is best known as a crusader for racial and social justice. He 
was a founder of the Niagara Movement and the NAACP and a leader 
of Pan-Africanism. He turned his incisive mind to sociology and history, 
writing lasting works in those fields as well as novels and plays. Du Bois 
also anticipated the women’s rights and environmental movements, and 
even warned against nuclear proliferation and other modern scourges.

His voluminous papers—more than 100,000 items—are archived 
at the W.E.B. Du Bois Library. Thanks to a $200,000 grant from the 
Verizon Foundation the library is nearly finished with a four-year 
effort to digitize these vast holdings of essays, publications, speeches, 
photographs, and letters, making them accessible online to the public.

The artists contributing to Du Bois in Our Time delved into the 
physical and digital archives for ideas and consulted with Du Bois 
scholars on and off campus as they conceived their works. Those who 
came to the project familiar with Du Bois were as taken with the sweep 
of his intellect and his prescience as the artists who came to the project 
knowing little about him. 

Some of the scholars and artists participating in Du Bois in Our Time 
share their thoughts on the project and the man here.

Du Bois 
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The University Museum of Contemporary Art shines a bright  
artistic light on W.E.B. Du Bois

By Patricia Sullivan



research fellow at the Gilder Lehrman 
Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition at Yale 
University. He serves as an advisor 
for Du Bois in Our Time, and will edit 
the exhibition catalog.

DU BOIS was a most extraordinary 
character. He was a giant of an in-

tellectual figure and a political figure 

who evolved radically over the course of 
his life. This project is a wonderful rec-
ognition of his breadth and his historical 
significance. For instance, he invented 
urban sociology and was an architect of 
the civil rights movement. We don’t have 
arms long enough to get around all of his 
ideas, but what I am hoping is through 
Du Bois in Our Time we can get young 
people thinking about this man.

Connecting contemporary art to 
scholarly work as we are doing here is an 

interesting innovation. I’m trying to help 
those involved in this project not feel too 
depressed that we are only beginning to 
explore all the complexities of Du Bois.

ARCHAEOLOGIST 

Whitney Battle-Baptiste
Whitney Battle-Baptiste, assistant 

professor of 
anthropology at 
UMass Amherst, 
has supervised 
fieldwork at the 
Burghardt/Du Bois 
home site in Great 
Barrington, Mass., 
the ancestral home 
of W.E.B. Du Bois 
and where he spent 
his early childhood. 

THIS PROJECT 
promotes con-

versations about 
Du Bois among art-
ists and scholars in 
a public university 
setting. In our uni-
versity archives, we 

have the Du Bois papers, and in our ar-
cheology lab, we have more than 30,000 
artifacts that have been collected from 
the Burghardt/Du Bois home site, which 
is owned by UMass. We brought the 
artists involved in Du Bois in Our Time 
down to the archaeology lab. Seeing and 
touching the material objects in the lab 
gave the artists a strong sense of con-
nection to Du Bois. Some of the things 
they were most fascinated by were rec-
ognizable artifacts, such as a Pond’s face 

cream jar and an Old Spice bottle. Per-
sonal items are tangible and rich with 
possibilities; they make the past come 
alive. We are planning on digitizing the 
artifacts to make them more accessible. 

I think Du Bois would appreciate 
the combination of scholarship and the 
arts we are making through this project.  
But… he was always an editor at heart 
and I’m sure he would have some cor-
rections to make!

SCHOLAR 

William Strickland
William Strickland, a UMass 
Amherst professor of African 
American studies and a prominent 
Du Bois scholar, serves as a general 
consultant for Du Bois in Our Time. 
He assisted in the conception and 
planning of the venture and helped 
the artists with their research.

THIS EXHIBITION will be unique 
with a capital U.  Both artists who 

know and those who are unfamiliar with 
the work of Du Bois are being inspired 
by different aspects of his life.  Du Bois 
had his artistic side: as the editor of The 
Crisis, the major magazine for the race, 
Du Bois encouraged youth to submit 
artwork as well as essays for publication.

If Du Bois were around today, he 
would be communicating about the 
world’s current crises. He would be writ-
ing about Iraq, Afghanistan, ag-gag laws 
[that target agricultural whistleblow-
ers], eco-terrorists, climate change. He 
was warning about the commercializa-
tion and commodification of society 
long, long ago. 
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Whitney Battle-Baptiste with Du Bois artifacts.
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Inspiration for the exhibition: 
W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963).



ARTIST AND ART 
EDUCATOR 

Tim Rollins
With his collective,  Kids of Survival 
(KOS), renowned artist Tim Rollins 
brings his collaborative method of 
creating art to students all over the 
country. Rollins and his associate, 

Angel Abreu, came to the Springfield 
Renaissance School in March as 
part of Du Bois in Our Time.  In the 
workshop, middle school students 
read the works of Du Bois, wrote, 
and created drawings and paintings 
inspired by him. The students’ work 
will be part of the fall exhibition 
at the University Museum of 
Contemporary Art.

IN 30 YEARS of teaching, this is one 
of the greatest experiences I have 

ever had. I love the philosophy of Du 
Bois and I love his writing. Through 

this project, we have three days of con-
centrated art connected to Du Bois. We 
are introducing these students to him 
through reading aloud excerpts from 
his great book Darkwater, and they are 
struck by the beauty of his language.

At the Renaissance School, we read 
Du Bois’s “Credo” from Darkwater out 
loud and the young artists in the class 
are creating their own credos as they 

internalize Du Bois. They are learning 
how to articulate their own personal 
philosophies and learning the notion 
of having a belief system that you can 
stand by.

ARTIST 

LaToya Ruby Frazier
LaToya Ruby Frazier’s contribution 
to Du Bois in Our Time is certain to 
be both deeply felt and intellectually 
rigorous. A rising photographer 
and media artist, Frazier has 

received wide acclaim for her 
revealing photographs of Braddock, 
Pennsylvania, a crumbling steel town 
outside Pittsburgh, and for her honest 
self-portraits and photographs of 
her family. With a highly praised 
show at the Brooklyn Museum that 
runs through August 11, Frazier is 
becoming known for her socially 
engaged work.  

MUCH OF MY WORK has been 
photography of my hometown, 

Braddock, Pennsylvania, where the 
greatest issue is environmental degrada-
tion. It’s an industrial city constructed 
around a steel mill. There is redevelop-
ment in Braddock, but not social or eco-
nomic justice. The community’s only 
healthcare provider is closing, and the 
unemployed and working class people 
have been neglected. The social land-
scape is deteriorating and the environ-
ment is toxic. Professor Bill Strickland 
helped me find a paper Du Bois wrote in 
1906 called “The Health and Physique 
of the Negro American” that will guide 
me as I grapple with these ideas and put 
them in a broader national and histori-
cal context.

It’s a blessing for me to be involved 
in this project. I am used to working 
with people who are underrepresented 
and have no voice. Now I am being in-
spired by Du Bois—who has a tremen-
dous prominent and political voice. To 
be here in the archives and to read the 
essays of Du Bois, to see the letters he 
wrote—for me the inspiration is auto-
matic. If Du Bois were alive and I could 
have him as a mentor I am sure we’d be 
in agreement on many issues.  

Du Bois in Our Time Live and on the Web
For further information about the Du Bois in Our Time exhibition and related 
lectures, film screenings, panel discussions, and tours, go to: https://fac.umass.
edu/UMCA/Online/DuBoisInOurTime.

At this site, you can register for an international symposium on September 28 
at the Student Union Ballroom. Historians, social scientists, artists, political 
activists, writers, curators, and students will share their understandings of the 
connections of Du Bois to the 21st century. The symposium is open to the public 
free of charge.

Tim Rollins worked with young 
artists in Springfield, Mass.
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The Artists
Radcliffe Bailey

Mary Evans
Brendan Fernandes
LaToya Ruby Frazier

Julie Mehretu
Ann Messner

Jefferson Pinder
Tim Rollins (and Kids of Survival)

Mickalene Thomas
Carrie Mae Weems

Du Bois in Our Time will feature new works from 10 artists.  A preview 
above, from left:  a detail from the cut-paper work “Held” by Mary Evans; 
Mickalene Thomas’s “Hair Portrait 4”; Tim Rollins and KOS worked with 
pages from Du Bois’s 1920 book Darkwater. Below: Ann Messner used the 
FBI files on Du Bois in her work.

LaToya Ruby Frazier
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The oldest school in America is the 
ideal workplace for this lover of Latin.

By Vincent Cleary
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The Classical Education of  
Sherry Lewis-da Ponte

Sherry Lewis-da Ponte ’93 
sets high standards for 
herself and for students of 
the Boston Latin School.
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AS SHE SWEEPS through the halls of the Boston 
Latin School, Assistant Head Master Sherry Lewis-
da  Ponte ’93 observes, “I’ve spent more than half 
my life in this place. It’s made me what I am.” Lewis-

da Ponte has become as much a part of Boston Latin—from its 
ultra-modern library and media center to its historic audito-
rium—as the grand statue of Alma Mater in its foyer.

She entered Boston Latin School, or BLS, on Avenue Louis 
Pasteur in the Fenway, at age 12. She fell in love with Latin, 
first its language and then its literature, graduated from BLS in 
1988, then went on to study classics at UMass Amherst. “I was 
that rarity, the only black person in the department at the time,” 
she says. “But the faculty never made me feel different and I left 
UMass very well prepared.

“I like the sense of order and discipline in Latin,” Lewis-da 
Ponte continues, “and also the beauty of the language. Latin is 
logical and once you understand its schemata, it fits together 
like a mosaic.” 

As the oldest public or private school in the country, BLS 
was founded in 1635, a year before Harvard, to teach Boston’s 
elite. Today, as part of the Boston public school system, it’s a 
meritocracy, with 2,400 students enrolled in grades seven 
through twelve who have gained entrance through an exam. 
From its beginning, Boston Latin placed high emphasis on the 
classical languages, Latin and Greek, and does so to this day. 

When Lewis-da Ponte, who grew up in Boston’s South End, 
began her seventh grade studies, five years of Latin were re-
quired with a sixth year possible. “The idea of Latin and Greek 
being dead languages is comical to me,” she says. “We all speak 
them every day. And everything we do and have done as a civi-
lization is based on Greek and Roman philosophy.”

Early on Lewis-da Ponte’s passion for the classics caught the 
eye of her seventh grade Latin master, Cornelia A. Kelley, who 
later became the first woman head master at the school. “When 
Sherry first entered my Latin class as a seventh grader, she im-
pressed me right away with her seriousness of purpose and her 
quick grasp of the language,” Kelley recalls. “I saw in her that 
special quality that teachers recognize and nurture. Because 
she continued to love the classics, I encouraged her to think 
about teaching—planting seeds is what I call it!”

In 1994, Lewis-da Ponte took her mentor’s advice and be-
gan teaching Latin in grades seven, eight, and nine—to “Sixies,” 
“Fivesies,” and “Foursies” in BLS parlance—and continued to 
do so for the next 13 years. Along the way, she earned a mas-
ter’s degree in education and a certificate of advanced gradu-
ate study from UMass Boston. For the last six years, Lewis-da 
Ponte has been one of five assistant head masters at BLS. 

“Since Sherry became an assistant head master, I have 
watched her strike a balance between disciplinarian and cheer-
leader,” says Kelley. “Her passion for the school is limitless.”

 As the administrator responsible for 400 Fivesies, Lewis-
da Ponte’s bubbly personality combined with an I’m-in-charge 
manner are evident each morning as she clears the halls for 
homeroom. “I see you made it on time today, Charles; hello 
Sarah, hope you’re feeling better; Okay, kiddies, the homeroom 
bell rang, time to clear the halls.” And within seconds, it seems, 

the halls are empty of students. Lewis-da Ponte instills and re-
ceives respect.

 “You can’t fool kids and dogs,” she says. “One should be 
humble and grateful to teach here. What’s required is openness, 
reverence, and deference. Kids must trust that you have their 
best interests at heart.”

The best interests of students and society were on the mind 
of John Cotton, a Puritan intellectual and cleric who was one 
of the school’s founders, as he worked to establish in the new 
world a school modeled on the Free Grammar School of Bos-
ton, in Lincolnshire, England. That school required Greek and 
Latin as part of a humanistic education based on ancient clas-
sical writers. Even in today’s computer-driven, pragmatic age, 
Cotton’s concept of a broad-based education—teaching the 
whole person—is little changed at BLS.

“The Classics will be relevant until the end of time,” says 
Lewis-da Ponte.

Given the illustrious roll call of BLS students in its 378-year 
history, Boston Latin stands by its original philosophy, to teach 
skills valuable not only in the workplace, but also in life. The 
school has educated five signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence; 11 Massachusetts governors; Ben Franklin, who stud-
ied here before going off to Philadelphia; Samuel Adams; and 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Later, Joseph Kennedy, patriarch of the 
famous Kennedy clan; Leonard Bernstein and Arthur Fiedler 
from the world of music; and Richard A. Clarke, the former 
chief US counter-terrorism advisor, attended BLS.

Nowhere is the BLS goal of a humanistic education as exem-
plified by Greek and Roman thinkers stated more clearly than 
in the Latin quotation from Cicero’s first century BCE defense 
of the Greek poet Archias in his Pro Archia, words, here trans-
lated, that grace the Corinthian-columned façade of the school:

These pursuits [Greek and Roman writings, especially 
poetry] nourish the young, are a delight when we’ve 
grown old, embellish our lives when times are good, 
and when they’re not, provide a refuge and a solace.

Lewis-da Ponte embraces this educate-the-whole-person 
ideal: “I owe so much to BLS for helping me to become the per-
son that I am, the values that motivate me and by which I live 
my life,” she says. 

After long days at Boston Latin, Lewis-da Ponte returns 
home to Easton, Massachusetts, to reunite with her husband, 
Paul da Ponte, a vintner and wine importer; their cat, Angel; 
and a yellow Labrador retriever named for the Carthaginian 
queen Dido.

In the first book of Virgil’s epic, the Aeneid, the poet there 
describes, admiringly, Dido’s role as dux femina facti, “the lead-
er of the work, a woman.” His words remind this writer of the 
way Sherry Lewis-da Ponte performs her duties on a daily basis 
at Boston Latin. Would Virgil have agreed? No question.  

Professor Emeritus Vincent Cleary (vcleary@classics.umass.edu) 
taught classics at UMass Amherst from 1971 to 1997. Sherry 
Lewis-da Ponte was one of his most memorable students.



Every year more than 1,100 UMass Amherst 
students in all majors take advantage of the 
university’s education abroad program to enrich 
their college experience by studying for a semester 
or more in a foreign country. With more than 
400 programs in 60 countries, students have 
dazzling options. In addition to valuable cultural 
experiences and academic programs, they have 
ample opportunity to travel to historic, culturally 
significant, and exotic places. Here are some of the 
best photographs from this year’s International 
Programs Office photography competition.

Friends meet for brunch in Franklin Dining Commons.

Photos
 fromAfar

After a bus tour of the Ring of Kerry our 
driver stopped at Aghadoe Heights, which 
offered a wonderful view of the Lakes of 
Killarney. Surrounded by the emerald 
green fields and the mountains of Killarney 
National Park, a lone mare stood in a 
pasture overlooking the lakes, casually 
chomping on grass.

Cynthia Hession ’14, Biochemistry and   
 Molecular Biology
University College, Cork, Ireland, Fall 2012
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I took this photo of my friend 
when we were on our "spring" fall 
break in the Atacama Desert in 
Chile. This hike was one of the 
most challenging, yet rewarding 
things I have done in my life. 
It was very hot, and walking in 
sand isn't the easiest thing to do, 
yet its beauty was worth it! In 
the background is one of Chile's 
volcanoes.

Justine Kane ’14, Sociology
Universidad Andrés Bello,   
Santiago, Chile, Fall 2012

We came across this snake 
charmer and cobra on the 
street of Tetouan, Morocco. 
There was a man with him 
who was playing the flute, 
which caused the snake to 
be lethargic and calm.

Arielle Fisher ’13, Psychology
CEA, Seville, Spain, Spring 2012
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We were spending the day with one of the last 
hunter-gatherer groups in Tanzania. I found this 
particularly curious young girl’s unwavering eye 
contact to be powerful and captivating. I continue 
to be inspired by the light and depth in her eyes.

Bridgette Fortier ’13, Public Health
SIT, Nairobi, Kenya, Spring 2012
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On a study tour to western Denmark, 
we stopped at a modern art museum to 
observe the manipulation and use of light 
in art exhibits, focusing on architectural 
composition. We were given time to sketch 
on the property and most of us gravitated 
toward the courtyard, as the sun was low in 
the sky and setting the building ablaze.

Eliza Rodrigs ’13, Landscape Architecture
Danish Institute for Study Abroad, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, Fall 2012
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My good friend, Michelle 
Henderson, whom I met at the 
University of Otago, taught me 
to slack-line. This is one of her 
impressive yoga moves on the 
slack-line we put up on the beach 
of Lake Wanaka in Wanaka, 
overlooking the beautiful lake and 
snowcapped peaks.

Brett Higgins ’13, Biochemistry and   
 Molecular Biology
University of Otago, Dunedin, 
New Zealand, Fall 2012

Diving on the Great Barrier Reef, I visited the Yongala shipwreck off the coast of Queensland, Australia. 
The boat was engulfed in coral and fish. No wonder it is rated one of the top 10 dives in the world! This 
scuba diver is in awe of the 15-foot-long Queensland grouper, which haunted the 100-year-old wreck.

Michelle Kossack ’13, Environmental Science
TEAN, Cairns and Townsville, Australia, Spring 2012
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of Fraternities 
and Sororities

Members of Beta 
Kappa Phi in 1976. 

THE FIRST GREEK letter society at UMass Amherst, 

Phi Sigma Kappa, started in 1873 when six sophomores 

came together to form “a society to promote morality, 

learning, and social culture.” But they weren’t always so upstanding: in their 

spare time, the founders of Phi Sigma Kappa stole each other’s mattresses, 

had massive mud fights, and horsed around in chem lab. 

Brothers  
and Sisters, 
 Morality  
and Mud



“Campus fraternities are almost as 
old as the university itself,” says Michael 
Wiseman, the director of the office of 
fraternities and sororities for UMass 
Amherst. Through the years, fraternities 
and sororities have gone through boom 
and bust cycles and been the source of 
many alumni’s best memories and deep-
est and most enduring friendships. And, 
as at every other campus, the groups 
give administrators fits in cases of too 
much mud and not enough morality. 

As the chief supporter and minder of 
fraternities and sororities, Wiseman has 
the complex job of balancing the desires 

The rise and fall and rise of fraternities and sororities 
By Patricia Sullivan

of students, administrators, alumni, na-
tional fraternal organizations, and the 
town of Amherst and of convincing all 
of them to work together. He’s helped 
by 20 years of experience in his role 
and historical knowledge that goes back 
much farther; in 1996 he wrote a major 
graduate class paper on the first 90 years 
of UMass fraternities and sororities. 

As Wiseman recounts in his paper, 
Massachusetts Agricultural College and 
its fraternities remained small until the 
early 1900s, when there was a large in-
crease in enrollment. By 1916 MAC had 
nine fraternities and its first sorority, 

Delta Phi Gamma.  Sororities caught on 
in the 1930s, as more and more women 
came to Massachusetts State College. 
When most of the male students en-
listed to fight in World War II, women 
students moved into empty fraternity 
houses and replaced the Varga girl pin-
ups with pictures of men in uniform.

The years following World War II up 
until the early 1960s saw peak participa-
tion in fraternities and sororities on cam-
pus. At the time, at least a quarter of all 
students belonged to a Greek letter society.  
The year 1953, when 767 male students, or 
34 percent of the male enrollment, were in 

Sigma Sigma Sigma 
sisters in 1976. 
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fraternities, may have been the high-water 
mark of pledging at UMass. 

Wiseman says, “The 1950s was a 
time when the editor of the Collegian 
belonged to a fraternity and so did the 
captain of the football team. The basket-
ball team was Lambda Chi Alpha. The 
average chapter sizes were larger than 
they are now; chapters averaged 50 to 75 
members. When alumni from the fifties 
come back, they talk about how the fra-
ternities ran the campus.”

Membership fell at the start of the 
Vietnam era and through the 1970s, 
before stabilizing in the 1980s, mirror-
ing national trends. The counterculture 
saw fraternities and sororities as part 
of the establishment, and antithetical to 
the era’s quest for individuality, explains 
Wiseman. The system seemed anach-
ronistic. “You can really see the drop 
in numbers when you walk through 
chapter houses and look at the compos-
ite photos on their walls of members 
through the years,” says Wiseman. “The 
photos from those decades show far 
fewer members than today.”

Today there is resurgence in frater-
nity and sorority membership at UMass 
Amherst, again in step with a national 
trend. Although Greek letter societ-
ies will probably never again dominate 
the vastly varied social scene, member-
ship has doubled since 2005, from ap-
proximately 600 fraternity and soror-
ity members to around 1,200 today, or 
5.5 percent of the campus population. 
There are more than 46 fraternities and 
sororities at UMass Amherst, 12 with 
chapter houses. New groups are com-
ing in and old ones returning, including 
Kappa Sigma, whose UMass roots go 
back to 1869.

Wiseman and other experts attri-
bute this upsurge to students’ desires 
to develop leadership skills, perform 
community service, and network across 
generations.  “They are coming from 
middle schools and high schools where 

Greek Time
1867  First students enroll at 

Massachusetts Agricultural 
College (MAC).

1869  A German society (DGK) 
in North College and a 
Latin society (QTV) in South 
College become the first 
campus fraternities. 

1873  Phi Sigma Kappa becomes 
the first Greek letter organi-
zation on campus.

1909  Alpha Tau Gamma is estab-
lished. Affiliated with the 
Stockbridge School, it is one 
of the oldest local fraterni-
ties operating in the country.

1911  MAC decides to encourage 
the creation of fraternity 
rooming houses.

1916  The first campus soror-
ity, Delta Phi Gamma, is 
founded.

1921  Delta Phi Alpha, a Greek 
society for Jewish men, 
granted official campus 
recognition.

1933  Delta Phi Alpha affiliates 
with the national Jewish 
fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi.

1934  Second Jewish fraternity, 
Phi Lambda Tau (later Tau 
Epsilon Phi) forms.

1941-44 During World War 
II, many  
fraternities close 
while several new 
sororities open.

1945  Sigma Delta Tau 
becomes the first 
Jewish national 
sorority at UMass.

1955  Help Week replaces Hell 
Week; new fraternity members 
are assigned philanthropic 
work.

1956  UMass implements a fraternity 
code to discourage hazing and 
alcohol abuse.

1957  Board of Trustees implements 
an anti-discrimination policy 
for fraternity and  
sorority system.

1958  Fraternity houses required to 
have resident housemothers.

1966  Plans made for a 23-building 
fraternity/sorority park on East 
Pleasant Street with 20 acres 
for recreation.

1972  Sorority women join fraternity 
men in Arcon, the selective 
student guide service.

1982  First historically black frater-
nity comes to campus.

1985  First historically black sorority   
comes to campus.

1998  First Latino and Asian fraternal  
interest organizations join the 
Greek system.

2005  Campus and Community 
Coalition to Reduce High-Risk 
Drinking formed.

2006  UDance, a program to raise 
funds and support for the 
Baystate Children’s Hospital in 
Springfield, is established by 
the fraternity and sorority sys-
tem.  The program has raised 
over $120,000 for the hospital.

Iota Phi Theta 
brothers in the 1980s. 

Rushing season  
in 1926. 



Pinned!

RUTH FREEMAN GEISSLER ’55 and Arthur Geissler Jr. ’54 were UMass 
Amherst sweethearts during the golden years of fraternities and sororities. 

They met when Arthur was a houseboy at Ruth’s sorority, Sigma Kappa. 
“The houseboys waited tables and did the dishes,” Ruth recalls. “I was living 

in the Lewis dorm at the time and he offered me a ride home. Of course I had 
made sure to stay long enough to be offered a ride!”

Arthur was president of Phi Mu Delta, which pledged one of the few 
African American students on campus, John Garrett Penn ’54. Penn 
became chief judge of the Washington, D.C., Superior Court, while Geissler 
went on to a long career at John Hancock in Boston and then ecumenical 
work for the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. 

By Ruth’s account rush week was competitive and invitations to weekend 
fraternity parties were highly sought after, but Greek activities were for the 
most part tame in the 1950s. “The wildest thing that went on were the panty 
raids,” she says. “A lot of energy went into building the snow sculptures for 
Winter Carnival. And there was always a bridge game in progress in the smoking 
room of Sigma Kappa. If you had 15 minutes between classes you’d just grab 
somebody’s hand where they had put it down.” 

Ruth and Arthur crossed the chains of their fraternity and sorority pins at UMass, 
signifying, Ruth explains, that they were “engaged to be engaged.”  They wed five days 
after her graduation. Ruth’s childhood friend from Winthrop, Mass., poet Sylvia Plath, was 
her maid of honor. The Geisslers were married for 57 years before Arthur passed away in 
January 2013.  Ruth says, “I thank UMass for 60 years of a wonderful life together.”

club participation was important,” he 
says. “And fraternities and sororities 
were networking long before there was 
Facebook or any other social media. I’m 
hoping that a lot more students are see-
ing the fraternity and sorority system as 
a way to have real face-to-face connec-
tions with people and as an investment 
in their future. 

“While the fraternities and sorori-
ties of the post World War II genera-
tion had the numbers and the campus 
leadership,” Wiseman continues, “our 
time is about being leaders in com-
munity service and in achieving more 
academically. Over the last 20 years the 
grades of students in fraternities and 
sororities have vastly improved. And al-

though dealing with the dark side of the 
story—problems related to alcohol, vio-
lence, and vandalism—will always be a 
concern, it is not as much of my job as 
when I first started.” 

In addition, today’s Greek societies 
are more racially and ethnically diverse 
than in the past. “The African American 
and multicultural fraternities and soror-
ities are some of our most active groups; 
they are truly Greek for life,” says Wise-
man, “and we have more diversity with-
in the entire system.”

Fittingly, Phi Sigma Kappa, the cam-
pus’s first Greek fraternity, illustrates 
the changes afoot. Its membership has 
leapt from 15 two years ago to 40 today. 
With the help of very active alumni, the 

chapter is in the midst of a $175,000 
renovation of its big brick house behind 
Mahar, built in 1914 as the first campus 
fraternity house. This year, the Phi Sig 
brothers hosted a 5K run to benefit the 
March of Dimes, among other chari-
table events, and they headed to Lake 
Wyola to kayak and canoe.

Says Phi Sigma Kappa President 
Brian McDonald ’15, “There’s been a 
change in mentality about what it means 
to be a Greek organization. We see join-
ing a fraternity as a way to develop as 
leaders on campus. There’s something 
special about being a member of a 
fraternity with such a rich history at 
UMass, and we’re trying to leave our 
mark.”  

Winter Carnival  
in the 1940s. 
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Plenty of Twenties

STEVEN A. GRANT ’98, an attorney in Wilmington, Mass., 
is having a blast giving money away. Through a side busi-

ness he calls Plenty of Twenties, Grant and his childhood 
friend, Richard Cook, hide a $20 bill in the greater Boston area 
at least once a day and send its location or clues to its hiding 
place to their thousands of followers in email blasts, on Twitter, 
via mobile apps, and on their website.

Since September 2011, they’ve stuck close to $10,000 in 
twenties in such places as a Chanel purse in a Newbury Street 
boutique, between magazine pages in a Melrose drugstore, in a 
Kenmore Square ATM, in a tree outside Wakefield town hall, and 
behind a South End tow zone sign.

What started as a lark when Grant and Cook wondered, 
“How far will someone travel for $20?” has turned into a profit-
making venture, with businesses and charities sponsoring 
twenties in return for publicity. Plus, they donate $2 to charity 
each time someone reports finding a bill.

“At first we worried that people would fight over the money,” 
says Grant, who graduated with a triple major in philosophy, 
journalism, and economics. “But we found the opposite to be 
true. There have been many times where two people arrive at 
the hiding place at the same time and agree to split the $20.” 

To join the hunt, go to: www.plentyoftwenties.com.
—Patricia Sullivan

Sweet Land of Liberty

UMass Amherst  
Alumni are Inventive! 
Read the stories of some  

of their most creative  
business ideas.

Sherwin’s story is as quintessentially 
American as the fragrances she 
produces. Downsized from her job as 
an account manager at an ad agency, the 
communications major picked up doing 
marketing for a cosmetics company that 
then went under. She met her future 
business partner while working at a 
fragrance distributor. Then an idea she’d 
had as a teenager working at Bath & Body 
Works resurged and Sherwin began 
creating perfumes redolent of each state. 

She surveys through social media 
for people’s memories of what makes 
their state special. She then works with 
a “nose,” or perfume chemist, to create a 
scent. She tweaks the fragrance based on 
test groups of residents of each state.

New Jersey, with a mix of popcorn 
and cotton candy and a hit of patchouli, 
evokes a boardwalk in summer. Some 
states prove more challenging than oth-

ers. Florida is easily interpreted as cit-
rus and floral with a dash of ozone for 
the Space Coast. Massachusetts proved 
more elusive. After a scrapped attempt 
to integrate notes of paper, Sherwin 
arrived at a warm blend of cranberry, 
tobacco, and red oak that is now one of 
her most successful fragrances. 

Sherwin sells United Scents, which 
are made and sourced in the USA, on-
line and in spas and gift shops. With 
fragrances currently created for seven 
states and plans to do all 50, she is in for 
the long haul.  

—Laura Marjorie Miller

MARCEL PROUST famously wrote 
of how scent can initiate a flood 

of memory. With her perfume company 
United Scents of America, Samantha 
Sherwin ’03 promises an olfactory 
download of all 50 states. 

Samantha Sherwin of  
United Scents of America.

Steven Grant hid $20 in Leventhal Park in 
Boston’s Financial District on March 4. The 
bill was claimed within 12 minutes.
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A Thunderbolt of Inspiration

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to import some fancy wallpaper or 
export power-generating equipment, Stuart Tobin ’81 

and Jim Shapiro ’83 can help you navigate the intricacies 
of international freight, untangle customs, and work with 
homeland security regulations. Friends since Newton, Mass., 
Little League, the two started Thunderbolt Global Logistics in 
Baltimore in 2008 with one employee and have since added 12 
more workers.   

Before Thunderbolt, Tobin had left a career in advertising 
to spend 16 years as a stay-at-home father to three children, the 
“absolutely greatest experience I ever had,” he says. Tobin and 
his wife, LeAnn (Orvis) Tobin ’80, a benefits consultant, met 
at UMass Amherst. A finance major, LeAnn was president of 
the student credit union before Stuart took over. He was also 
very active in Pi Kappa Al-
pha and both the Tobins stay 
involved in their alma mater, 
including funding stipends 
for undergraduate research.  

Shapiro had been in the 
logistics field for decades 
and when the time was right 
for him to start his own firm 
the time was also right for 
Tobin to re-enter the work-
force, and their partnership 
began. At Thunderbolt, Shapiro handles operations while To-
bin manages the administrative side. They share inside jokes 
from their years of friendship. For example, new employees are 
required to watch a “training” video, which turns out to be the 
Three Stooges short “Playing the Ponies.” That’s the one where 
the Stooges feed chili pepperinos to a racehorse named Thun-
derbolt to make him run faster. “We want our employees to un-
derstand not only the importance of minding the business but 
also the importance of having fun every day.  As large as we get, 
we’ll never be corporate,” says Tobin.  —PS
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Engineers with Vision
LOOKING FOR really bright graduate students with 

verbal as well as engineering skills to work in his 
groundbreaking Mechanical Design Automation Lab, 
Professor John R. (“Jack”) Dixon sought out Steve Luby 
’84, ’86G and Ralph Verrilli ’85, ’87G. Years later, when 
Luby wanted a smart and trustworthy partner for his 
fledgling engineering software business, he turned to 
his friend Verrilli.

“You could draw a line from our graduate work to 
what the company does today,” says Luby. That com-
pany, Vistagy, Inc., is a leading supplier of specialized 
engineering software and services with an emphasis 
on designing and manufacturing structures made of 
advanced composite materials. Its clients have included 
General Motors and NASA. Much of the structure of 
Boeing’s Dreamliner was designed by companies us-
ing a Vistagy product called Fibersim. “At UMass, we 
learned how to create real products that solve real prob-
lems and to be flexible in our approach,” says Luby. 

The friends complemented each other in business: 
as president and CEO, Luby took the broad view while 
Verrilli ran operations. Says Verrilli, “We could handle 
almost everything in five-minute conversations. It was 
okay if one of us was worried about something, but if we 
were both worried we knew we had a problem.” Vistagy 
flourished—without outside financing—and Siemens 
acquired the company in 2011.

Luby and Verrilli are strong supporters of their alma 
mater: they back the Innovation Challenge business 
plan competition and the Center for E-design. Vistagy 
donated 10 software licenses for computer-aided design 
to UMass Amherst. This spring, to honor the professor 
who showed them how important it is to have passion 
for your work, they established the John R. Dixon Fel-
lowship Fund to support graduate students in mechani-
cal and industrial engineering.

Having taught at UMass Amherst from 1966 to 1993, 
including many years as a department head and lab di-
rector, Dixon has mentored scores of highly successful 
students.  He says, “Steve’s and Ralph’s entrepreneurship 
has made significant contributions to the customers 
they served, as well as to mechanical design.”

 —PS

Stuart Tobin and Jim Shapiro.

Steve Luby, Jack Dixon, and Ralph Verrilli.
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The Quarters

RETRO VIDEO GAMES are hitting high scores in the popular consciousness with the success of the 
animated movie Wreck-It Ralph and the bestselling adventure novel Ready Player One. The time is absolutely 

right for George Myers ’03 and Greg Stutsman ’03 to open an actual three-dimensional video arcade. 
The new restaurant-bar, called The Quarters, is alongside the Norwottuck Rail Trail in Hadley, Mass. Cyclists don’t even 

have to get off the bike path to ride up to the take-out window. But inside The Quarters is where the magic happens: 30 video 
consoles and pinball games line the walls. There is even a high-score board over the bar. 

Myers forged a career in arts management and Stutsman was a restaurateur before the two met through the Pioneer Val-
ley entertainment scene. They wanted to create a venue that allows different age groups to mingle, and an arcade fit the bill.

If you grew up in the 1970s and early 1980s, you may still remember the feeling of old arcades: an exhilarating audio 
tapestry of bleeps, clicks, whistles, and the sound of quarters landing endlessly to renew game after game, as well as a daz-
zling visual overload of shapes, colors, and light.

Myers and Stutsman seek to evoke the appeal of that era and showcase the artistry of the vintage games. The Quarters’ 
collection includes the original Centipede, Joust, Dig Dug, Tapper, and Qix. They are receiving a great deal of early enthusi-
asm from children and teenagers as well as from adults. “These games have a wide-range appeal,” says Myers. 

—LMM

George Myers and Greg Stutsman  
with some of their toys.
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Equipped for Safety

THE HARDEST WORKING equipment in 
the UMass Amherst student recreation 

center has to be the basketball hoops, in ener-
getic play at all hours. They’re made by Jaypro 
Sports of Waterford, Connecticut, a 60-year-
old maker of industrial-strength sporting 
equipment that is led by two alumni.

Bob Ferrara ’64 is Jaypro’s owner and 
chairman and Bill Wild ’85 is its executive 
vice president. Their company makes 1,000 
products—from ball carriers to batting cages 
and bleachers. In recent years, Jaypro has fo-
cused on its innovative roots, going back to its 
introduction of the metal mesh basketball net 
in the 1950s. 

These days Ferrara and Wild are proud of 
Jaypro’s safety advances. For example, the com-
pany engineered volleyball poles and soccer 
goals that are easier to set up and take down 
and, as a result, far less likely to hurt someone. 

Jaypro’s latest pioneering product is the 
Germ Ninja, a device that sterilizes balls us-
ing ultraviolet light.  “It’s mind-boggling when 
you learn the amount of germs, including 
the MRSA virus, that are on balls,” says Wild. 
“Trainers were sanitizing everything in sight, 
but not doing anything with balls.”

Wild brought the Germ Ninja to the 2012 
London Olympics for a maiden run with the 
U.S. volleyball teams. “The players and coaches 
were really excited about it,” he says. “I think we 
have something here that could prevent a lot of 
illnesses.” 

—PS

Lazy Dog

WHO WAS THAT UMass graduate in a four-hour paddleboard 
race along the wild Na Pali coast of Kauai, Hawaii? It’s the 

same woman who’s running the Key West Paddleboard Classic this 
year, a 12-mile race around that Florida island. Sue Cooper ’89 has 
made these adventures into a way of life—and a successful business.

As a freshman she almost quit the number-one-ranked UMass 
soccer team because she felt homesick and overwhelmed. Her fa-
ther convinced her to stick it out, and she went on to start for the 
team. Later she applied that lesson in perseverance to building her 
dream business, Lazy Dog Adventures at Key West’s Hurricane Hole 
Marina, which has boomed with the new popularity of stand-up 
paddleboards.

The company has the largest rental fleet of kayaks and stand-up 
paddleboards on the island. It also offers tours, rentals, and sales. 
But Cooper doesn’t ever let running the business stop her from hav-
ing fun. The key, she says, is hiring enthusiastic people.  “My 15 em-
ployees are my closest friends,” she says. “No one is a downer. We’re 
always up for an adventure.”

Cooper’s new book, Millionaire in Flip Flops (Dog House Pub-
lishing, 2012), promotes her philosophy that our degree of success is 
measured only by the amount of fun we have achieving it. 

—PS

Jaypro’s Bob Ferrara  
and Bill Wild.

Sue Cooper (left) at  
her Key West “office.” 
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2013 Distinguished Alumni Awards 

MARY DEANE SORCINELLI ’78 EdD is associate provost for faculty development, director 
of the Center for Teaching and Faculty Development (CTFD), and professor of educational 

policy, research, and administration at UMass Amherst. For 25 years, through her dedicated CTFD 
work, Sorcinelli has advanced the teaching culture of UMass Amherst. CTFD supports the faculty 
across all career stages and disciplines with a wide range of programs and resources focused on 
teaching, mentoring, scholarly writing, career advancement, and work/life balance. Sorcinelli is also an 
internationally respected researcher with more than 100 scholarly publications.  
— Distinguished Alumni Service Award

MICHAELA POMMELLS ’02 is an influential social justice strategist, organizer, and educator. She 
develops curriculum and facilitates racial justice and anti-oppression training for youth and 

educators in K-12 schools and in universities. She speaks regularly at community lectures and interdis-
ciplinary conferences on the historical context and present-day impact of institutional racism and on 
translating the theory of racial justice into practice. Pommells also uses her voice as a blogger for the 
Huffington Post to draw attention to issues of racism and sexism in education and society as a whole. 

In 2011 Pommells co-founded the Coalition for Racial Justice, a growing collaborative of neigh-
bors, leaders, and institutions organized to eliminate race-based disparities in Philadelphia.  
— Distinguished Young Alumni Award

PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY FRED FELDMAN is still leading large introductory lecture classes 
after 44 years of teaching at UMass Amherst. More than 20,000 students have taken courses 

with Feldman since he came to campus in 1969. Twenty-eight of his dissertation students teach 
philosophy in colleges and universities.

Feldman has published more than 80 papers in professional journals and written seven 
books, two of which are introductory level textbooks. He was the graduate program director of 
his department for 23 years and has served on various college committees. His 2008 National 
Endowment for Humanities fellowship enabled Feldman to complete his book What is This Thing 
Called Happiness? — Distinguished Faculty Award
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MEL YOKEN ’60, ’72PhD has studied or taught French language and literature in the University 
of Massachusetts system since 1961. As Chancellor Professor Emeritus of French Language and 

Literature at UMass Dartmouth, he continues to advise students. Yoken has lectured internationally 
on fiction, theater, and poetry, particularly on contemporary poetry of France and Quebec. He has 
translated numerous literary works and published eight books. 

The Mel Yoken Collection at the John Hay Library at Brown University contains invaluable letters 
and manuscripts (at last count more than 330,000 sheets of correspondence) from luminaries with 
whom Yoken has corresponded since the early 1960s. The Yoken collection is of great historical, 
literary, and political interest. — Distinguished Alumni Award

The Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Awards recognize the outstanding achievements of alumni, 
faculty, and special friends of UMass Amherst. Congratulations to the 2013 recipients, who received 

their awards at the Massachusetts State House in Boston in April.

CONGRESSMAN RICHARD E. NEAL was elected to the US House of Representatives in 
1988. He represents the first District of Massachusetts, which includes western and central 

Massachusetts. Neal is a co-chairman of the New England Congressional Caucus, where he 
represents the regional interests of the six New England States and advocates for the University of 
Massachusetts. For more than a decade, Neal has been a lecturer in the journalism program at UMass 
Amherst and has participated in and supported a variety of events, including serving as a name 
reader at the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Senior Celebration Ceremony.  
— Distinguished Honorary Alumni Award
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William Fibkins ’57, Class 
Warfare: Focus On ‘Good’ 
Students Is Ruining Schools 
and Wake Up Counselors! 
Restoring Counseling Services 
for Troubled Teens (Rowman 
& Littlefield Education). 
Two new books focused on 
reforming education.

Robert Larson ’58, Changing 
Schools From the Inside Out: 
Small Wins in Hard Times 
(Rowman & Littlefield). 
Advocates a proven strategy 
of small-scale, incremental 
change, which increases the 
likelihood that schools will 
improve. 

Bruce Bourque ’65, The 
Swordfish Hunters: The 
History and Ecology of an 
Ancient American Sea People 
(Bunker Hill Publishing). 
Archaeologists with the 
analytical tools of modern 
science studied the Red 
Paint People and reached 
surprising conclusions.

Stephen L. Priest ’66, 
Outdoor Play: Fun for 4 
Seasons (Professor Steve & 
Associates). Get outdoors 
and do something: cook an 
egg in an onion in a campfire, 
paddle on exceptional waters, 
race in a pumpkin regatta.

Patricia Holland ’70G,  
’75PhD and William 
Robinson, A Look at Old 
North Amherst and Cushman 
(Images of America—
Arcadia Publishing). Pictorial 
history of two villages settled 
in the early 1700s.

Mimi White ’70, Memory 
Won’t Save Me: a haibun 
(Deerbrook Editions). 
The haibun is a traditional 
Japanese form that often 
recreates a journey that 
ends in personal or spiritual 
growth. This book was 
nominated for a Pushcart 
Prize.

Bookmarks

ATTENTION FORMER STUDENTS of Ronald 
Story! Professor Emeritus Story, who taught 

history from 1972 to 2007, has had an epiphany and 
would like to revise his lecture on famed 18th century 
minister Jonathan Edwards.

 “We know him as a scold,” says Story of the Puritan preacher best remembered for his 
fiery sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” which depicts a wrathful God who 
holds sinners over the pit of hell like a spider over a fire. “But that sermon—vivid, exciting, 
and memorable as it is—is actually very unrepresentative of Edwards. If I were to teach about 
him again I would pay much more attention to his advocacy of social justice and to his sense of 
community. I would have my students read different selections from his book of sermons.”

Story came to this fuller understanding of Edwards after being asked to speak about him at 
the First Churches of Northampton, on the site of Edwards’s own church. As he delved into 
Edwards’s writings, Story found “really lovely stuff.” He says, “His writings and sermons are 
saturated with the notion of sweetness.  He was very attuned to nature and to the spirit world.” 

Story’s fascination with Edwards led to a book. In Jonathan Edwards and the Gospel of Love, 
Story argues that Edwards has been overlooked as a great preacher on our duty to help the 
poor. “He remains a scold at times; that was part of his job,” Story explains. “But his reputation 
has been hijacked by conservatives.” The book, Story says, is “my atonement for having helped 
perpetuate an unfair and misleading stereotype of a remarkable man whose lessons of charity, 
community, and love we need now more than ever.”

—Patricia Sullivan
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Ron Story with a relief of Jonathan Edwards  
at the First Churches in Northampton.

Ronald Story
Jonathan Edwards and the 

Gospel of Love
(UMass Press, 2013)



summer 2013

Robert H. Abel ’74G, Ghost 
Traps (University of Georgia 
Press). By the author of six 
books of fiction, this newly 
rereleased collection of short 
stories won the 1991 Flannery 
O’Connor Award for Short 
Fiction.

Valerie Young ’75, ’85EdD, 
The Secret Thoughts of 
Successful Women: Why 
Capable People Suffer from 
the Imposter Syndrome and 
How to Thrive in Spite of It 
(Crown Business). Examines 
an affliction that the author 
says is common. 

James B. Kelly ’76, Where 
Night Is Day: The World of 
the ICU (Cornell University 
Press). Kelly, an ICU RN, 
leads the reader through the 
daily and hourly rhythms of a 
13-week period, the average 
rotation of ICU residents.

John Moynihan ’76, ’78G, 
The Boomer Survival Guide 
(Freshpond Books). In 
his third book the author 
promises to describe the keys 
to a long and happy life in the 
first 15 pages.

Pat Schneider ’79G, How 
the Light Gets In: Writing as 
a Spiritual Practice (Oxford 
University Press). The author 
of 10 works of poetry and 
nonfiction, plus plays and 
libretti, explores the Presence.

Susan Anderson ’80EdD, 
Time After Time: A Memoir 
(AuthorHouse). In a middle-

class Boston suburb, where 
mothers stay home to raise 
children and fathers take 
trains to the city, life is 
peaceful; but inside what 
appears to be a typical nuclear 
family, one child is living a 
nightmare.

Rob Siegel ’80, Memoirs 
of a Hack Mechanic: How 
Fixing Broken BMWs Helped 
Make Me Whole (Bentley 
Publishers). Irreverent humor 
blends car stories, DIY 
advice, and cautionary tales 
in a way that will resonate 
with the car-obsessed (and 
the people who love them).

Kevin Cullen ’81, and Shel-
ley Murphy, Whitey Bulger: 
America’s Most Wanted 
Gangster and the Manhunt 
That Brought Him to Justice 
(W.W. Norton & Company). 
Two Boston Globe reporters 
trace the life of James Bulger 
from his Depression-era 
childhood, through his cover 
being blown by a cat, jail 
time, up to the eve of his trial. 

Dorion Sagan ’81, Lynn 
Margulis: The Life and Legacy 
of a Scientific Rebel (Chelsea 
Green Publishing). Lynn 
Margulis’s son and long-time 
collaborator has gathered 
essays from luminaries 
throughout the scientific 
world who discuss her work.

Jana Mohr Lone ’82, The 
Philosophical Child (Rowman 
& Littlefield Publishers). 
Offers parents guidance 

on how to gently approach 
philosophical questions with 
children of all ages.

John Kenney ’86, Truth in 
Advertising: A Novel (Simon 
& Schuster). Finbar Dolan, 
trying to find meaning in his 
life while working for an ad-
vertising agency in NYC, has 
been challenged to create a 
Super Bowl ad—for diapers.

David Rowinski ’86, The 
Open Pillow (Ted E Beans/
Inknbeans Press). The story 
of a tiny pillow in a flower 
bed, a tale that will show chil-
dren that there’s a purpose 
for everyone.

David Toomey ’86G, faculty, 
Weird Life: The Search for Life 
that is Very, Very Different 
from Our Own (W.W. Norton 
& Company). Engaging, pro-
vocative look at the search for 
life on other planets. 

Rohan Henry ’90, The Gift 
Box (Abrams Books for 
Young Readers). A misun-
derstanding almost hurts a 
friendship in this brightly 
illustrated story.

Anna Bowen ’92, Hattie 
(Small Batch Books). A poi-
gnant, episodic story of one 
woman’s experience with 
grief and loss and her search 
for meaning.

Jason Price ’92, Insider’s 
Guide to the Executive MBA 
(Xlibris). Profiles of Executive 
MBA programs worldwide.

Robert McMaster ’97PhD, 
Trolley Days (Unquomonk 
Press). The story of an un-
likely friendship between 
two boys growing up in 
Holyoke in its industrial 
heyday.

Nicholas Montemarano 
’00G, The Book of Why 
(Little, Brown and Compa-
ny). A best selling self-help 
author and inspirational 
speaker, grieving the loss 
of his wife, hides from the 
world on Martha’s  
Vineyard.

Daniel Chelotti ’01, ’06G, 
X (McSweeney’s). A book of 
poems in which diamonds 
talk and sheriffs balance 
frogs on the tips of pens.

Anna Nagurney, faculty, 
Min Yu ’12PhD, Amir 
H. Masoumi, Ladimer S. 
Nagurney, Networks Against 
Time: Supply Chain Analytics 
for Perishable Products 
(Springer). 

Mari Castañeda, faculty, 
and Kirsten Isgro ’06PhD, 
Mothers in Academia 
(Columbia University 
Press). This collection 
offers a number of potential 
solutions for integrating 
female scholars more wholly 
into academic life.

Dara Wier, faculty, You 
Good Thing (Wave Books). 
This is Wier’s eleventh col-
lection, her first new poetry 
collection since 2006.

Bookmarks includes a selected list of new titles of general interest by alumni and faculty authors. 
To have your book considered, contact umassmag@admin.umass.edu.
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1930s

Alice (Stiles) Nickerson ’30, ’32G, 3/27/2013,  
Jenison, MI

Fanny Abigail Hager ’34, 3/4/2013, South Deerfield

Florence (Fay) Mitchell ’35, 8/28/2011,  
South Yarmouth

Frances (Stepath) McBroom ’37, 2/2/2012,  
Pittsburgh, PA

Frank Wojtklewicz ’37S, 12/12/2012, Amherst

Edith (Thayer) Gardner ’38, 1/10/2013, Bradenton, FL

Perry M. Gebhardt ’39S, 2/20/2013, Windham, CT

Florence (Goldberg) Lever ’39, 4/8/2012, Randolph

Donald Kingsley Williams ’39S, 12/1/2012, Plainville

1940s

Virginia (Coates) Fisher ’41, 4/13/2013, Waterford, CT

George F. Hamel ’41, 2/26/2013, Selbyville, DE

Ruth L. (Crimmin) Holden ’41, 2/18/2013, Rutland, VT

Myron L. Ingham ’41S, 11/16/2012, Granby

Stanley E. Lachut ’42S, 6/11/2010, Holiday, FL

John A. Taylor, Jr. ’42S, 12/27/2012, Newton, NH

William E. Arnold ’43, ’65, 2/17/2013, Manchester, NH

David N. Holmes ’43, 3/15/2012, Lutz, FL

Catherine (Dellea) Smith ’44, 1/12/2013, Cortland, NY

Eleanor Sarah (Bryant) Mosher ’45, 3/13/2013, 
Shutesbury

Louise A. (O’Connor) Reighley ’45, 3/2/2013,Lincoln, AL

Carolyn W. (Whitmore) Shilling ’46, 1/28/2012, 
Kingston, RI

Annette H. Heyman ’47, 1/4/2013, Longmeadow

Hilda B. (Sheinberg) Mesnick ’47, 6/30/2012, Peabody

Alexander W. Szymanski, Jr. ’47S, 3/2/2013, Cheshire

John C. Wilhelm, IV ’47S, 1/1/2013, Mashpee

Richard Drew Belden ’48S, 4/12/2013, North Hatfield

Anthony Fiorini ’48S, 1/1/2013, Dalton

Adriana (Vanderpol) Leveillee ’48, 1/22/2013, 
Warwick, RI

Edward D. Sprague ’48, 12/16/2012, Vernon, VT

Harold F. Bigelow, Jr. ’49S, 2/17/2013, Winchester, NH

Russell Scott Bronson ’49, 1/23/2013, Athens, Tenn.

Gertrude (Ingall) Cohen ’49, 5/26/2010, Brookline

Joel R. Cohen ’49, ’50G, ’75G, 12/19/2012, Springfield

Harry L. MacKinnon ’49S, 10/20/2011, Millerton, NY

Richard D. Pickett ’49, 4/8/2012, Northampton

Alphonse R. Presto ’49, 12/26/2012, Holyoke

Edgar W. Spear ’39S, ’49, 12/10/2011, Eastham

Lewis Whitcomb ’49, ’60G, 12/20/2012, Stamford, VT

1950s

Leonard E. Anderson ’50, 4/5/2013, Eugene, OR

Robert Bulcock ’50, 1/16/2013, Englewood, FL

Eleanor S. (Carr) Burt ’50, 12/15/2012, Laconia, NH

Charles W. Carr ’50, 12/11/2012, Concord, NH

Barbara A. Curran ’50, 8/25/2010, Chicago, IL

David L. Hayden ’50, 12/4/2012, Orange Park, FL

Ralph N. Johnson ’50S, 2/5/2011, Ithaca, NY

Arthur J. Kavanagh ’50G, 12/8/2012, Salem 

Clifford J. Knox ’50, 3/22/2013, Leawood, KS

Emil Lange, Jr. ’50, 11/25/2012, Syracuse, NY

Bradford S. MacNulty ’50, ’52G, 12/23/2012, 
Wilmington, NC

 James P. McCarthy ’50, 12/27/2012, San Marcos, TX

George F. Morgan ’50, 2/27/2013, Bridgton, ME

Leon E. Pease, Jr. ’50, 2/1/2013, Manlius, NY

Frederick W. Popp, Jr. ’50, 1/9/2013,North Haven, ME

Henry A. Prunier ’50, 3/17/2013, Webster

Everett J. Smith ’50, 1/28/2013, Dennis

Charles V. Taugher ’50, 2/7/2013, South Hadley

Albert H. Tozloski ’50, 2/11/2013, Stowe, VT

Robert P. Andersen ’51, 1/16/2012, Belfast, ME

Howard F. Barrell ’51S, 3/20/2013, Spencer 

Nancy (Houle) Benedict ’51, 11/4/2012, Claremont, NH

Robert R. Carpenter ’51, 4/13/2013, Stafford Springs, CT

William R. Cole IV ’51, 12/29/2012, Northampton

Wilbur E. Downing ’51, 12/30/2012, Southern Pines, NC

Leonard N. Finn ’51, 11/1/2012, Fayetteville, NY

Jeremiah T. Herlihy ’51, 2/8/2013, Sandusky, OH

Mark E. Powers ’51, 12/16/2012, South Deerfield

Paul K. Swanson ’51, 9/3/2011, Summerfield, FL

Carl F. Aylward ’52, 3/2/2013, Raymond, NH

Barbara (Brown) Benfield ’52, 4/10/2013, Needham

Andrew F. Fenton ’52, 12/29/2012, Wellesley

Michael F. Garvey ’52, 12/27/2012, Reading, PA

Stephen J. Golas ’52, 2/7/2013, Southampton

Hadley W. Gray ’52, 3/20/2013, Daytona Beach, FL 

Richard A. Martinez ’52, 11/30/2012, Marshfield

Phyllis (Bean) Parsons ’52, 1/28/2013, Hadley

Frederick A. Siino ’52G, 1/13/2013, Bristol, RI

Donald C. Smith ’52, 3/28/2013, Rochester, NY

James J. Weeks ’52, 5/20/2011, Galloway, NJ

Bailey R. (Schanberg) Barron ’53, 11/6/2012, Wayland

Norma E. (Regis) Fuccillo ’53, 12/1/2012, Potomac, MD

George J. O’Hara ’53, 1/2/2013, Silver Spring, MD

James B. Vreeland ’53, 12/11/2012, Lenox

Lorna M. Wildon ’53, 4/12/2013, Royal Oak, MI

Ronald J. Drago ’54, 11/20/2012, Raleigh, NC

Arthur Geissler, Jr. ’54, 1/16/2013, Saratoga Springs, NY

Allen H. Good ’54, 1/21/2013, Naples, FL

Richard N. Shea ’54, 4/20/2013, Needham 

John M. Flynn ’55, 12/27/2012, Hampden

Philip J. Tarpey, Jr. ’55, 12/20/2012, Springfield

Faith D. (Shuman) Weiss ’55, 7/26/2012, Peabody

Paul R. Knight III ’57, 6/13/2010, Ocala, FL

Edward J. McMahon ’57, 2/28/2013, Northampton

John B. Walsh ’57, 3/5/2013, Hadley

Carolann Wood ’57, ’67G, 4/9/2013,  
West Chesterfield

Charles P. Buck ’58, 1/11/2013, Shelburne Falls

Harold F. Cooper ’58, ’70PhD, 3/6/2012,  
Yarmouth Port

John W. Durfee ’58, ’60G, 2/13/2013, Cary, NC

Raymond S. Milowski ’58, 10/27/2012, Bemidji, MN

Frank Wendell Putnam III ’58, 2/1/2013, Kittery, ME

Ralph F. Coleman ’59, 10/20/2012, Chesapeake, VA

Douglas M. Odermatt ’59, 5/18/2012, Columbia, MD

1960s

Donald L. Dixon ’60, 2/8/2013, Holtwood, PA

Gerald Glynn ’60, 2/24/2013, Covington, LA

Beverly (Guernsey) Kunigan ’60, 2/25/2013, Liverpool, NY

Caleb S. Allen ’61, 2/25/2013 Atlantis, FL

Robert C. Babillis ’61, 11/24/2012, Mount Vernon, IN

James Livesey ’61, 9/29/2012, Fort Pierce, FL

George T. O’Brien ’61, ’68G, 3/29/2013, Lee

Michael E. Sherman ’61, 12/6/2012, Nashville, NC

Peter Watson ’61, 11/24/2012, Rockport

John H. Dirr ’62S, 3/9/2013, Watertown

William L. MacDonald ’62, 4/17/2013, Champaign, IL

Diana (Carlson) Peterson ’62, ’65G, 2/5/2013,  
East Longmeadow

Judith (Goodell) Rock ’62, 12/18/2012, Troy, ME

Walter F. Urban ’62, 1/31/2013, Dyersburg, TN

Judith (Nobbs) Webber ’62, 3/7/2013, Keuka Park, NY

Dorothy Childs ’63G, 3/28/2013, North Hampton, NH

Karen (Peterson) Forbush ’63, 12/7/2012, York 
Harbor, ME

Brister S. Gray ’63, 12/6/2012, Brattleboro, VT

Frank E. Higginbotham ’63, 7/23/2010, San Juan, PR

Alan S. Israel ’63, 1/22/2013, Danville, CA

Richard J. Manning ’63, ’63G, 11/9/2012, Apalachin, NY

Donna-Lee (Bonner) McCaffrey ’63, 3/16/2013, 
Leominster

Patrick Roche ’63, 1/17/2010, Dover, NH

Donald J. Starr ’63, 5/31/2010, Plainfield, IL

Jeffrey I. Eisman ’64, 1/7/2013, Hadley

Robert L. Henry ’64, 4/10/2012, Tolland, CT

Barbara M. (Walsh) Isakson ’64, 3/6/2013, South 
Hadley

Constance (Laurin) Johnson ’64, ’69G, 12/3/2012, 
Amherst

Sanford L. Lack ’64, 4/8/2013, Salem

Marcia J. (Zak) Lanoue ’64, 12/12/2012, Jacksonville, VT

Michael J. Mahoney ’64, 1/4/2013, Cupertino, CA

David R. St. Cyr ’64, 2/19/2013, Virginia Beach, VA

Nancy M. Stokes ’64, 9/8/2011, Hubbardston

William A. Cole ’65, 1/18/2013, Tucson, AZ

John J. Healy ’65, 4/9/2013, Plymouth, NH

Harold W. Ledig, Jr. ’65, 3/23/2013, Muhlenberg 
Township, PA

Marilyn (Smith) Ryan ’65, 2/23/2013, Pittsfield

David W. Slate ’65, 2/9/2013, East Longmeadow

Gary E. Tenczar ’65, ’67G, 1/21/2013, Westborough

Gary R. Fredrickson ’66, 5/17/2012, New Smyrna 
Beach, FL

Joseph Halpern ’66PhD, 2/1/2013, Denver, CO

J. Norman Komich ’66, 1/21/2013, Beverly

Thomas A. Muir ’61S, ’66, 12/19/2012, North 
Chelmsford

John W. Hardy ’67, 4/15/2013, Hampton, VA

David Keyes ’67, 1/10/2013, Brockton

Robert R. Russo ’67, 12/24/2012, Colorado Springs, CO

Joel J. Sokoloff ’67G, 4/16/2013, Louisville, KY

James P. Czekanski ’68, 12/14/2012, Shalimar, FL

Wayne F. Erickson ’68, 3/25/2013, Churchville, NY

Colleen (Mclaughlin) Higgins ’68, 2/24/2013, 
Worcester

Joyce (Nesmith) Bukowski ’69, 3/11/2013, 
Wallingford, CT

Linda (Saloio) Bush ’69, 2/7/2013, Marion, NY

Paul F. Papaluca ’69, 2/25/2013, Longmeadow

Janet M. (Phail) Smith ’69G, 1/31/2013, South Hadley

1970s

John W. Bradley ’70, 4/11/2013, Reno, NV

Dorothy L. Frumson ’70, listed as deceased in the 
Spring 2013 issue, is alive and lives in Albany, CA

Cynthia Fuller-Perrine ’70PhD, 11/23/2012, 
Riverhead, NY

Wayne A. Jefferson ’70, 1/6/2010, Greenfield

Glenn D. Sturge ’70G, 8/13/2011, Virginia Beach, VA

Geoffrey A. MacDonald ’71, 12/17/2012, Chatham

Dean C. Northup ’71S, 3/30/2012, DeRuyter, NY

Leroy R. Ray, Jr. ’71EdD, 2/12/2013, Bloomingdale, MI 

Jimmie D. Thomason ’71, 7/11/2010, Valrico, FL

In Memoriam

Announcing publication of

 UMASS RISING  
the university of massachusetts at 150

An illustrated history of UMass Amherst, distributed by UMass Press. 
$29.95. To order, call 800-537-5487 or order online.

University of MassachUsetts Press
Amherst and Boston   www.umass.edu/umpress
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Mary A. Whynott ’71, 11/30/2012, Woodstock, CT
Omar M. Awad ’72G, 3/10/2013, Amherst 
Bruce N. Finkle ’72G, 1/3/2013, Salem 
Everett J. McConnell ’72, 10/12/2011, Monroe, NY
Michael J. Gaffney ’73, 2/14/2013, Silver Spring, MD
Daniel S. Katavola ’73, 3/29/2012, Derry, NH
Eleanor Lazarus ’73G, ’80G, 2/26/2013, Ashfield
Terry S. (Karas) Levin ’73, 11/13/2012, Framingham
William W. McLaren ’70S, ’73, 4/10/2013, Athol
John E. Sturm ’73EdD, 8/20/2012, Venice, FL
Jane (Mendenhall) Echelson ’74G, 1/5/2013, West 

Hartford, CT
George E. Kernander ’74, 12/22/2012, Sebago, ME
John J. Leconche ’74EdD, 1/16/2013, Singer  

Island, FL
Eileen (Murphy) Neville ’74, ’76G, ’93EdD, 1/28/2013, 

Easthampton
Virginia S. Ricci ’74, 12/20/2012, Amherst
George S. Sabbagh ’74, ’75G, 7/2/2010, Ft.Lauderdale, FL
Gwendolyn H. Austin ’75EdD, 12/4/2010, Mitchellville, MD
Frederick H. Black ’75EdD, 12/6/2011, Midlothian, VA
 Janet Marie Lehan Bloom ’75, 12/7/2012, Amherst
Audrey L. (Sovinski) Cary ’75, 3/25/2013, Sunderland
Stephen W. Cline ’75G, 10/10/2011, San Francisco, CA
Margaret S. (Fallon) Creran ’75, 12/30/2012, Holyoke
Phyllis (Rosenthal) Fee ’75, 10/22/2011,  

Naperville, IL
Diane L. Shindler ’75, 10/24/2012, Columbia, MD
Dennis R. Tetreault ’75, 12/20/2012, Topsfield
Melvin Wilk ’75PhD, 4/21/2012, Des Moines, IA
Anita F. Allen ’76EdD, 2/7/2013, Bowie, MD
Kathy E. (Brown) Binney ’76, 12/22/2012, Hopedale
Janis R. Frederick ’76, 1/23/2013, Gatlinburg, TN
Paul Hersey ’76EdD, 12/18/2012, Durham, NC
Helen (Tutlis) Lewis ’76, 1/6/2013, New Salem
John R. Nickerson ’76, 3/31/2013, Duxbury
Helen (Matau) Powell ’76, 2/23/2013, Pittsfield
Nancy K. Shutt ’76G, 2/5/2013, Florence
Karen Tobin ’76, 4/10/2013, Concord, NH
Robert F. Kelly ’77, 4/5/2013, Westfield
James R. Machonis ’77, 2/18/2013, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Bruce W. McGrath ’77, 11/28/2012, Quincy
Clotean H. Brayfield ’78EdD, 12/16/2012, Shelburne, VT
Philip T. DiPeri ’78G, 3/11/2013, North Haven, CT
James K. Gleason ’78, 4/1/2013, Hadley
John P. Guzik ’78, 2/28/2013, Hardwick

Jacqueline Wyman Mellen ’78, 1/1/2013, Hadley
Nicandra L. Nassar ’78, 1/26/2013, Boston
Richard M. O’Daniel ’78EdD, 1/7/2013, Chesapeake, VA
Olga R. Beaver ’79PhD, 12/7/2012, Williamstown
Mary J. (Russell) Jandzinkski ’79S, 3/2/2013, Florence
Priscilla K. (Frechette) Maynard ’79G, 2/6/2013, 

Peterborough, NH

1980s

Joseph J. Battista, Jr. ’80G, 12/2/2012, Braintree
Gail Rollins ’80, 3/1/2013, Williamsburg
Peter W. Stevens ’80, 2/11/2013, Andover
Marie Cleary ’82EdD, 12/2/2012, Amherst
Daniel M. Murphy ’82G, ’95PhD, 12/8/2012, Roanoke, VA
Marcia J. (Bizuka) Walz ’82, 11/13/2012, Springfield, VA
Walter J. Buckley ’83G, 2/12/2013, Belchertown
Lisa (Tobin) Keefe ’83, 3/30/2013, Medfield
Christopher Lonergan ’83, 4/13/2012, Annapolis, MD
Patricia (Joyce) Woodin ’83, 3/5/2013, Randolph, VT
Henry W. Heller ’84G, 12/29/2012, Bethlehem, PA
Elvyn Jones-Dube ’84EdD, 11/14/2012, Richmond, VA
Kathleen A. Relihan ’84, 6/19/2012, Springfield
Robert J. White ’84, 3/23/2013, Attleboro
Michael J. Mullen ’85, 2/5/2013, Greenwich, CT
David C. Brown ’86G, 4/2/2013, Asheville, NC
Winifred H. Sullivan ’86PhD, 2/23/2013, Keene, NH
Thomas G. Aczel ’87, 3/24/2013, Hadley
Cynthia L. Brandts ’87, ’90G, 1/14/2013, Ware
Dennis R. Rader ’87EdD, 2/14/2013, Frankfort, KY
Shirley P. Conley ’89EdD, 1/22/2013, Leesburg, VA
Anne E. (Szymanski) Haggerty ’89, 3/16/2013,  

North Chatham
James B. Sutton ’89, 4/12/2013, Greenfield

1990s

Jeanne S. Murphy ’90EdD, 12/28/2012, Longmeadow
Phyllis F. Rippey ’90PhD, 4/17/2013, Macomb, IL
Jody Zgrodnik ’90S, 12/3/2012, Hadley
Edward F. Burke ’91, 5/17/2012, Mountain Lakes, NJ
Gerald J. Hanam ’91, 10/15/2012, Framingham
Dolores L. McLaughlin ’92EdD, 3/28/2011, Shrewsbury
Diane P. (Banes) Boulay ’95G, 2/24/2011, Baltimore, MD
Martha A. (Barnfather) Larkin ’95, 12/28/2012, 

Arundel, ME

2000s

Heather A. Quinn ’01G, 7/28/2012, Longmeadow
Deborah L. Boden ’04, 4/14/2011, Eatontown, NJ
Klaus Postler ’05G, 1/6/2013, Conway
Joan F. Morford ’06, 4/18/2013, Leeds
Cherie L. Burleson ’07, 3/7/2013, New Boston, TX
Andrew W. Cusher ’07, 9/21/2011, North Grafton

Faculty 

William J. Bramlage, 1/6/2013, Roanoke, VA
Randolph W. Bromery ’79H, 2/24/2013, Peabody
Kenneth L. Brown, 2/14/2013, South Hadley
Ercole Canale-Parola, 3/29/2013, Amherst
George G. Carey, 3/2/2013, Tenants Harbor, ME
Kenneth Cashin, 4/6/2013, Lexington
Pauline P. Collins, 4/4/2013, Amherst
Philip T. DiPeri ’78G, 3/11/2013, North Haven, CT
Henry W. Heller ’84G, 12/29/2012, Bethlehem, PA
Irving Howards, 4/8/2013, Amherst
G. Richard Huguenin ’94H, 11/22/2012,  

Sedro-Woolley, WA
Henry A. Lea, 4/4/2013, Hadley
Wilfried R. Malsch, 3/12/2013, Amherst
William K. Price, 2/8/2013, South Deerfield
Rudolf M. Schuster, 11/16/2012, Hadley
Winifred H. Sullivan ’86PhD, 2/23/2013, Keene, NH
Robert Taylor, 2/27/2013, Amherst
George I. Treyz, 2/14/2013, Amherst
Otto Vogl, ’10H, 4/27/2013, Amherst
David Yaukey, 2/9/2013, Amherst

Randolph Wilson Bromery, 1926-2013

LOOKING FOR  
CLASS NOTES?

Read them at 
UMassAlumni.com
and submit your own

HE WAS A TRANSFORMATIONAL LEADER, an outstanding 
geophysicist, a phenomenal humanist with rock-solid common 
sense, a drum major for justice, a jazz lover, an excellent 
chef, and a calming presence, said friends and 
colleagues who came to a celebration of the 
life of Randolph W. “Bill” Bromery in 
the Campus Center in May.

Bromery, who passed away in 
February at age 87, was UMass 
Amherst chancellor from 1971 to 
1979, during years of unparalleled 
growth and sometimes of 
controversy. He led the transition 
from a university of 8,500 students 
to 25,000 students; the physical 
campus expanded by 40 percent under his 
leadership.

Bromery was a tireless advocate for 
diversity. Soon after joining the UMass 
Amherst geology faculty in 1967 he and six 
colleagues founded the Committee for the 

Collegiate Education of Black Students (CCEBS) to recruit and 
support black students. 

At the memorial gathering Chancellor Kumble 
Subbaswamy noted the leadership role Bromery 

played in acquiring the papers of W.E.B. 
Du Bois, the creation of the Jazz Studies 

Program and Afro-American Studies 
Department, and the development 
of the Five College consortium.

After his retirement as 
chancellor and executive vice 

president in 1979, Bromery 
went on to lead Westfield State, 

Springfield College, and Roxbury 
Community College, retiring in 2003.

Memorial gifts may be made to the 
Bromery Endowment Fund for the Du 
Bois Center, UMass Amherst Libraries, 
Development Office, 154 Hicks Way, 
Amherst, MA 01003-9275.

Chancellor Bromery with two of his  
five children, Keith and Carol,  
both members of the Class of 1972.
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Bill Henderson was an inspired and inspiring principal of the 
inclusion school named for him in the Dorchester section of Boston.

DORCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

The Blind Advantage
By Bill Henderson ’87EdD

In his book, The Blind Advantage (Harvard Education Press, 
2011) Bill Henderson describes how losing his vision helped 
him develop key qualities that made him a more effective 

educator. For 20 years, Henderson 
was principal of the Patrick O’Hearn 
Elementary School in Boston, where 
about a third of the students have 
disabilities. The school has received 
many awards, and most of its students 
consistently perform at high levels. 
Upon Henderson’s 2009 retirement, the 
school was renamed the Dr. William 
W. Henderson Inclusion Elementary 
School.

HAVING BEEN DIAGNOSED with retinitis pigmentosa 
at age 12, inclusion was a personal struggle for me long 

before it became a professional responsibility. While I was 
figuring out how to function as a principal who was also 
blind, and while the entire school community was trying to 
figure out how to include students with a wide range of 
abilities, we had to develop a school where all students 
could learn and succeed. Living with blindness forced 
me to learn to deal with many issues differently, and I 
gained a unique perspective on disability and inclusion. 

As a principal, I had to deal creatively with some 
embarrassing situations that arose due to my blindness, 
and I found that humor, levity, and grace were critical 
for me. For example, almost every day I spent some time 
checking on what was happening at recess. Once in a 
while, a ball that a student had kicked hit me. I usually 
yelled loudly for that student to come over to me and 
pretended that he or she was in big trouble. When the 
offender approached me, however, I always whispered in 
the student’s ear something like, “Don’t worry, I’m fine. 
You’ve got a good, strong foot.”

There were many times when university folks came 
to the school to collect data or interview me. On one 
occasion, the secretary announced that the researcher 
had arrived to ask me questions on a long survey. I 
grumbled that I didn’t really want to do that survey, that 
I didn’t have the time to do it, and that I thought that the 
whole study was stupid. Then I asked the secretary to 
send the researcher into my office. The secretary quietly 
informed me that she had already entered and was 
sitting right in front of me. I apologized and proceeded 
to answer the questions in great detail.

Another humorous incident occurred after I had 
just finished privately criticizing a teacher in her room 
(I never did this in front of others, or course) for not 
following my recent directive to escort her students all 
the way to the buses at dismissal. I thought I was exiting her 

room but instead opened the door and stepped straight into 
her closet. She had a lot of fun on my account relating that 
story. After our meeting, however, her students did arrive at 
the buses in a much more orderly manner.

On another occasion, I deliberately sat at a cafeteria 
table among a group of boys who needed some monitoring 
and modeling regarding their behavior at lunch. Evidently, 
I must not have put my tray of lasagna and peas back far 
enough on the table, because when I sat down on the bench, 
I knocked all my food onto my lap. So when we finished 
laughing and cleaning up, I was the one to ask the boys to 
show me appropriate eating techniques.

Everyone has to learn how to deal with embarrassing 
situations. Being blind, I have probably experienced more 
than my share of these. I could have chosen to avoid 
potential challenges by secluding myself more in the office 
or by protecting myself more with constant assistance. 
However, such isolation was not my style. Nor would such 
an attitude have been fair in a school with so many needs 
that required everyone to work hard and to pull his or 
her own weight. Recognizing that total competence was a 
myth, I was better prepared to accept my own and others’ 
missteps. Whatever our situations, we all need to find 
the strength and support to handle the best way we can 
whatever life throws at us, to move on, and to try to keep 
getting better.
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Cardiologist david B. Williams retired in 2011 after 

a rewarding and productive 37-year career. dr. Williams 

graduated from the UMass amherst pre-med program in 1964 

and went on to george Washington University medical school. 

after a three-year residency in san Francisco he served for two 

years in the United states air Force.   

dr. Williams then began his long run working at Kaiser 

Permanente medical center in Vallejo, California, beginning as a 

primary care physician and then transitioning into cardiology.  

For 25 years he served as chief of the department of medicine.    

His contribution to medicine, however, has not stopped with 

his retirement. dr. Williams currently volunteers as a cardiology 

consultant at la Clinica in Vallejo and works with students at 

“UMass Amherst was a great foundation for going 
to medical school. My UMass experience prepared 
me well for the future.”

A Gift to Build Our Future

To learn how you can use your bequest to create lasting change for UMass Amherst: 
Call 413-577-1402; or contact pacheson@admin.umass.edu; or visit www.umass.edu/giving

Pamela and David Williams

—David B. Williams, MD, ’64, Napa, California 

touro College 

of osteopathic 

Medicine. 

He resides in Napa, 

California, with his wife, 

Pamela, also retired from 

a career in medicine as a nurse. dr. and Mrs. Williams recently 

made a planned gift to the UMass amherst Chancellor’s Fund for 

Excellence.  the Chancellor’s Fund provides unrestricted support 

of the Chancellor’s vision for UMass amherst, supporting the 

University’s most compelling needs. their generosity will make 

a significant difference in the lives and experiences of students at 

UMass for generations to come.
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