
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Manuscript 27- Hugh Maxwell Military Records and Correspondence 

Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

State Library of Massachusetts - Special Collections Department 
 

Manuscript 27 

Hugh Maxwell Military Records and 

Correspondence, 

1776-1818, bulk 1776-1784: Guide 
 

COLLECTION SUMMARY 

Creator: Maxwell, Hugh, 1733-1799 

Call Number: Manuscript 27 

Extent: 1 box (3 folders) 

Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Hugh Maxwell Military Records and 

Correspondence. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 

About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  

Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Caitlyn Walsh, October, 2013. 

Abstract: The military records and correspondence of Hugh Maxwell, an army officer during the 

Revolutionary War.  

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

This collection documents Hugh Maxwell’s years as an officer in the Revolutionary War.  Included 

are muster rolls, correspondence, and a certificate and promissory note of pay.  

 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Hugh Maxwell was an American surveyor and farmer who served in the army during the 

American Revolution, eventually reaching the rank of colonel.  Maxwell was born in Ireland on 
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April 27, 1733, but his father, a Calvinist, disliked the established church of Ireland and moved his 

family to America, settling in Bedford, Massachusetts.  In 1755, Maxwell volunteered to serve in 

the army during the French and Indian War and fought in several campaigns, including the 

capture of Fort William Henry by the French in 1757.  In 1760, Maxwell married Bridget Munroe 

and the couple had seven children.  Maxwell and his family moved from Bedford to Charlemont 

(later to be incorporated into the new town of Heath), Massachusetts in 1773 when Maxwell 

purchased land for a farm. 

 

When the tensions between America and Britain intensified, Maxwell organized a small school 

with the purpose of teaching love of liberty and the determination to resist oppression.  In 1775, 

Maxwell was appointed lieutenant of a company of minutemen, who marched to Cambridge to 

join Col. William Prescott’s regiment.  During the battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, Maxwell was 

shot through the shoulder and though he recovered, he was never again able to work as a 

farmer.  

     

In 1776, Maxwell was ordered to raise a company of 86 men to serve in the Continental army 

until the end of the war.  He was commissioned as major on July 7, 1777.  Maxwell was present 

at the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Saratoga, and Monmouth, as well as the siege of Boston.  By 

the end of the war, he was Lieutenant Colonel of the Third Massachusetts Regiment of Major 

General William Heath’s brigade.  

 

As the war neared its end, Maxwell became increasingly concerned about how he and his men 

would manage to live when they left the army.  The officers and enlisted men had gone months, 

and in many cases years, without being paid for their service.  The treasury was empty and 

Congress lacked the means and power to raise money.  The little pay the army had received had 

not been in cash, but instead paper securities based on a future promise by the government to 

redeem them in cash. 

 

To remedy this situation, Congress furloughed most of the men instead of discharging them, 

justified by arguing that, while an army in the field was no longer necessary, it might be needed if 

negotiations broke down with Britain.  Maxwell’s regiment was furloughed in June, 1783 and was 

disbanded five months later. 

 

Upon his return home, Maxwell was appointed Justice of the Peace.  He also held a number of 

town offices, and actively supported the Congregational church, serving as deacon.  Community 

involvement did not translate into economic prosperity.  The expense of supporting a large family 

combined with lack of compensation for the years of service in the army made his final years 
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financially difficult.  Maxwell traveled to Philadelphia is 1795, where he petitioned Congress, 

unsuccessfully, for a pension for his wartime service.  In 1799, in an attempt to rescue his 

worsening finances, Maxwell invested in an export venture, shipping horses to the West Indies.  

He became ill on the homeward voyage and died on October 14, 1799, at the age of 67.  

 

Information for the biographical note from The Christian Patriot by Hugh Maxwell (New York: 

S.W. Benedict & Co., 1833) and “Shay’s Rebellion, last modified in 2008, 

http://shaysrebellion.stcc.edu  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Arrangement 

The papers are arranged in three series. 

 

Series 1: Manuscript Materials 

Series 2: Photostat Materials 

Series 3: Muster Roll 

 

Conditions Governing Access 

This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 

 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 

Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 

should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 

 

Languages and Scripts 

The collection is entirely in English. 

 

Conservation Note 

Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows: 

 Clear tape was placed over folds in the paper at an unknown date to avoid ripping. 

 

Detailed Series Description and Container List 

 

Series I: Manuscripts Materials 

Scope and Content 



 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Manuscript 27- Hugh Maxwell Military Records and Correspondence 

Page 4 of 5 

This series contains correspondence.  This includes personal correspondence between Maxwell 

and his family and professional correspondence between Maxwell and officers, these primarily 

concerning pay and soldier lists.  One of the items is a letter addressed to Maj. Sylvester 

Maxwell, who is possibly Maxwell’s relative, though no evidence to support this claim could be 

found.   

 

Arrangement 

The documents are arranged by date. 

Box # Folder Folder Title Date 

1 1 Record of Maxwell’s men who had been paid for the month July 

13,1776 

1 1 Letter from Maxwell to his daughter, Hannah; on verso is 

part of a payroll of Maxwell’s company, undated. 

Oct. 22, 

1777 

1 1 Letter from Col. John Bailey to Maxwell. Dec. 20, 

1780 

1 1 Letter from General Heath to Maxwell. Dec. 20, 

1780 

1 1 Note from Lt. William Taylor to Capt. Adam Bailey. (Note 

mentions Maxwell) 

June 18, 

1783 

1 1 Promissory note from Joseph Thomas concerning money 

owed Maxwell as member of the Second Mass. Regiment. 

Oct. 1784 

1 1 Letter addressed to Maj. Sylvester Maxwell.  Sept. 7, 

1818 

 

Series 2: Photostat Materials 

Scope and Content 

The Photostat materials include a copies of materials generated during Maxwell’s time in the 

army. 

 

Arrangement 

The documents are arranged by date. 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

1 2 Copy of a certificate of pay from the Office of Massachusetts 

Treasurer to Hugh Maxwell 

Jan. 1, 

1780-  

1 2 Letter from Hugh Maxwell addressed to “My dear”. Mar. 27, 

1783 
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1 2 List of soldiers killed, captured, sick, transported, and 

wounded, along with an unsigned letter. 

Undated 

 

 

Series 3: Muster Roll 

Scope and Content 

This series includes a muster roll of Hugh Maxwell’s men while he was captain in Colonel 

Prescott’s Regiment in the Continental Army, 1776.  The roll includes the names and rank of the 

other officers in the company and the list of soldiers in the company.  Included in the list of names 

for soldiers was their date of enlistment and their present state, which, if listed as died, includes a 

date of death. 

 

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 

1 3 Muster Roll 1776 

 


