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MESSAGE

State government can create the most ideal 

conditions for economic growth when it has a 

strategic plan in place. The Commonwealth’s 

economic development plan, Choosing 

to Compete in the 21st Century, looks to 

ensure “vibrant cities and towns across the 

state are supported by growing businesses 

and modern infrastructure; every resident 

has access to housing they can afford and 

those in crisis are sheltered.” 

The work of the Brownfields Redevelopment 

Fund helps us to realize this vision. By 

transforming well-located but contaminated 

parcels into cleaned-up locations for 

companies, residences, and transport, 

the Fund brings jobs and housing to 

Massachusetts.

In the pages that follow, you will read about 

some of the highlights and impacts of the 

work of the Fund.  I look forward to partnering 

with you to ensure that the Commonwealth 

supports this important program to make 

Massachusetts a great place to live, work, 

and play.

Greg Bialecki
Secretary of Housing and                 

Economic Development 
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 Brownfields Redevelopment Fund – Awards by Region (All Projects)

       

Greater Boston  $25,579,482               33%   183  29%

Northeast  $15,063,525       19%   145  23%

West   $16,192,867       21%   129  20%

Central     $9,482,287       12%     88  14%

Southeast  $12,376,015       16%     85  13%

Total   $78,694,176    630 

OVERVIEW

Established by the Massachusetts Legislature in 1998 to encourage development in economically-distressed areas by providing 
loans and grants for environmental site assessments and cleanup, the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund is fully committed. 
MassDevelopment administers the Brownfields Site Assessment Program by providing up to $100,000 for environmental 
assessments and up to $500,000 (and, in limited cases, up to $2 million) for environmental cleanup. The Fund was initially 
capitalized in 1999 with $30 million and recapitalized in 2006 with an additional $30 million. Thanks to the Legislature’s foresight 
along with the efforts of MassDevelopment and the Brownfields Advisory Group, the Fund has made a significant impact: 80 
percent of the Fund has been deployed to address environmental issues at sites that are being redeveloped or have been returned 
to productive use. This statistic appears even more impressive given the challenges in testing, implementing cleanup strategies, 
and developing economically-challenged areas. The Fund is now fully committed and unable to process new applications for 
projects.

This Annual Report details the impacts the Fund has had both historically and recently, suggesting that failure to recapitalize the 
Fund would have detrimental consequences for Massachusetts urban cores. 

% of AwardsInvestment % of Funding # of Awards

Totals are from Fund inception through FY13.

FUND SUPPORTS THE CREATION OF JOBS

Over the last six full fiscal years, the Fund has supported the creation of more than 2,600 jobs; 

more than 2,600 units of affordable housing; and more than 1,300 units of market-rate housing.

1Projected new job data from borrowers representing the jobs they expect to create over a three-year 

period.           

Brownfields Redevelopment Fund – Jobs and Housing (FY2008 – FY2013)

New Jobs 

(Projected)1

New/Rehab 

Affordable

Housing Units

New/Rehab 

Market Rate

Housing Units

Greater Boston   852                1,604     0

Northeast   278                   573                      268

West    910                               262                              625

Central      87                   124                                79

Southeast   527                                 120                              403

Total               2,654                            2,683                         1,375

A GEOGRAPHICALLY DIVERSE PROGRAM

As of the close of Fiscal Year 2013, the Fund had made 630 individual awards totaling 

$78,694,176. By providing both loans and grants, the Fund has circulated more money than it 

has received in appropriations. The Fund has been applied throughout the Commonwealth as 

illustrated below. 

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE

“Since its creation in 1998, the 

Massachusetts Brownfields Redevelopment 

Fund has made a significant difference in the 

conversion of contaminated brownfields to 

productive sites for housing, jobs, and open 

spaces. Supporting projects throughout the 

state, the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund 

has been particularly helpful to economically 

distressed areas in financing environmental 

site assessments and cleanups so that 

contaminated sites can be recycled into 

environmental assets.

This past year, the Brownfields 

Redevelopment Fund made a record $20 

million available in grants and loans to 

improve contaminated sites. Hundreds of 

properties throughout Massachusetts have 

had environmental issues addressed since 

the Fund’s inception, helping to set the stage 

for future development.  

As Chair of the Brownfields Advisory Group, 

I have seen how the Fund has transformed 

blighted sites in hundreds of communities. 

The Brownfields Redevelopment Fund 

has been so successfully used by the 

public, private, and nonprofit sectors that 

only $1.1 million is left to reclaim and to 

clean remaining sites around the state. In 

the coming months, we look forward to 

the State Legislature providing additional 

funds so that once contaminated sites 

can be redeveloped for new jobs, housing 

opportunities, and community uses.”

- Vivien Li, President,                                                                     

The Boston Harbor Association

MDFA Region 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Beginning fund balance

  Fund recapitalization

  Fund recapitalization

Total funding

Fund activity (accumulated):

  Loan repayments

  Loan disbursements

  Operating income

  Operating expenses

  Investment income

  Accrued expenses

  Grant awards

  Accrued interest income

  Deferred income

  Recoverable grants/loans

 

Undisbursed grants/predevelopment/loans

Approved loans

Approved grants

Approved grants - recoverable

Reserve for pipeline projects in approval process

Reserve for Administrative Costs

 Available cash

$20,024,000)

9,975,084)

30,000,000)

59,999,084)

14,936,735)

(35,844,343)

2,114,816)

(8,220,591)

10,460,348)

1,455)

(19,991,072)

(405,373)

391,833)

61,300)

(36,494,891)

(17,961,123)

(1,075,000)

(737,078)

(16,040)

(19,789,241)

(1,883,889)

(750,000)

1,081,063

June 30, 2013

ESSENTIAL TOOL

“The Brownfields Redevelopment Fund is an essential 

tool for the redevelopment of contaminated land across 

the Commonwealth, in particular in Gateway Cities and 

urban neighborhoods. Our members rely on this program 

to create jobs, homes, and safe neighborhoods – turning 

blight into opportunity in cities and towns across the state.”

- Joe Kriesberg, President, Massachusetts 

Association of Community Development 

Corporations

TREMENDOUS CATALYST

“MassDevelopment’s Brownfields Redevelopment Fund 

has proven to be a tremendous catalyst in helping the 

Commonwealth clean up and transform contaminated 

former industrial sites into new homes and symbols of 

renewed hope in their communities. Since 2005, the 

Commonwealth has financed 29 housing developments 

that received a total of $8.8 million in brownfields funds, 

creating 1,065 new housing units of which 86 percent 

are affordable and 42 percent are in Gateway Cities. At 

a time of severely constrained resources, this funding has 

also leveraged $146 million in federal subsidies, helping to 

significantly magnify the impact of this investment.”

- Clark L. Ziegler, Executive Director, 

Massachusetts Housing Partnership

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

The City of Attleboro is developing an intermodal transportation center, parking garage, mixed-use residential and commercial 

space, and river walk at the MBTA Commuter Rail and Amtrak railroad station in downtown Attleboro. A Brownfields Support Team 

site, the area has received funding from MassDevelopment from the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund for two parcels within the 

redevelopment area, 101 Lamb Street and 15 Wall Street. Remediation work will support the relocation of the Attleboro Department 

of Public Works facility and the remediation of the site on which APCO Mossberg Company manufactured industrial tools from 1917 

to 1987. Other city, state, and federal governmental entities have also helped to fund improvements that will lead to the development 

of a mixed-use property of up to 70-80 residential units (with at least 51 percent of the units to low and moderate income residents) 

and ground floor retail space of 6,000 square feet.  

The former Kiley Barrel site in Somerville was named a Brownfields Support Team site in 2010. MassDevelopment provided an 

initial award of up to $95,000 in brownfields site assessment funding in 2009 that was increased with an additional $1,247,400 

in 2011 and 2013. Thanks to these funds as well as support from the Commonwealth and the federal government, the City of 

Somerville intends to issue a request for proposals for the property to attract a mix of commercial and residential uses. These uses 

will complement other transformative investments in the area, including the Union Square Main Streets initiative, the proposed 

ArtsUnion, and the adopted Arts Overlay District.    



The Putnam  Place Business Complex is located in the core 

of downtown Fitchburg. Formerly used for the manufacturing 

and testing of turbines by General Electric after World War II, 

the complex was contaminated with PCBs, No. 6 fuel oil, and 

volatile chemicals.  In 2000, the City of Fitchburg negotiated a 

transfer of the site to the Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority 

(FRA). In 2013, MassDevelopment provided $500,000 in 

Enhanced Expanded Use Brownfields Recoverable Funds to the 

FRA to demolish two buildings, assess soil under the buildings, 

remediate the site, and place a protective cover in the soil at 

Putnam Place Business Complex, the cornerstone property of 

the downtown urban renewal plan in this Gateway City. The FRA 

has also received support from the Commonwealth and the 

federal government to renovate and rehabilitate Putnam Place 

and support the placement of more than 300 jobs in a variety 

of successful businesses located in manufacturing and general 

office space. 

River Mills at Chicopee Falls encompasses the Uniroyal and 

Facemate properties, 65 acres of brownfields with nearly three 

million square feet of crumbling structures. Chicopee, with 

MassDevelopment and other stakeholders, has undertaken 

demolition and remediation while fast-tracking a senior center 

slated to open in 2014 with LEED Silver certification aspirations. 

The site has benefited from $3.15 million from the Brownfields 

Redevelopment Fund to date that has leveraged $2.5 million in 

Community Development Block Grant funds, $5 million in Section 

108 funds, and $2.15 million from the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). Other funding includes $1.65 million for a 

proposed river walk, $55,000 from Department of Environmental 

Protection through an EPA Coalition Grant, and more than $11 

million from Chicopee and private sources. At full build-out, the 

site will support 131-183 new residential units (50 through 

adaptive re-use), 33,500 square feet of commercial/retail 

space, and up to 131,000 square feet of office/potential light 

industrial space. With expanded business and job opportunities, 

and new housing and recreational options for residents of all 

income levels, redevelopment will reconnect River Mills to the 

Chicopee Falls neighborhood and the downtown core.

Salem Point is a low-income immigrant neighborhood next to 

Salem’s downtown and waterfront. MassDevelopment funded 

two transformative housing development projects in this 

neighborhood via the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund. For 

the redevelopment of St. Joseph’s, MassDevelopment provided 

a $450,000 forgivable loan for brownfields remediation that 

will lead to a development with 51 units of affordable rental 

housing, more than 4,000 square feet of commercial space, and 

875 square feet of community space. The project used funding 

from Department of Housing and Community Development, 

Community Economic Development Assistance Corporation, 

MassHousing, City of Salem, and the North Shore HOME 

Consortium. For the Salem Point rehabilitation, MassDevelopment 

granted the North Shore Community Development Corporation 

$166,512 for brownfields assessment and remediation that 

will enable the renovation of 11 existing buildings and the 

revitalization of 77 units of existing housing that will be converted 

to affordable units. The total redevelopment will cost $14 million 

with funding from Preservation Tax Credits, North Shore HOME 

Consortium, City of Salem, and DHCD. The CDC is also seeking 

tax-exempt bond financing from MassDevelopment and four 

percent low-income housing tax-credits.

Vivien Li, Chair

President, The Boston Harbor Association

Ken Kimmell

Commissioner 

        Kerry Bowie, Designee, Massachusetts Department of                        

        Environmental Protection

Martha Coakley 

Attorney General 

        John Beling, Designee, Office of the Attorney General

Michael Crawford

Executive Vice President and COO, Commerce Bank & Trust Company

Jeanne DuBois

Executive Director, Dorchester Bay Economic      

Development Corporation

Michael Hunter

Undersecretary, Massachusetts Office of Business Development

        Victoria Maguire, Designee, Massachusetts Regulatory Permit Office

Joseph Jannetty

Principal, JANCO Development

Jonathan Lothrop

Pittsfield City Councilor

Meghan T. Lynch

Senior Analyst, ABT Associates Inc., and Member, MassDevelopment  

Board

BROWNFIELDS REDEVELOPMENT FUND - Members of the Brownfields Advisory Group 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS continued


