


2012 Highlights 
Received a total of $800,000 of funding for a 
digitization project from Information Technology 
Division (lTD) 

Awarded a Library Services and Technology 
Assistance (LSTA) grant for $25,156 for the repair 
and digitization of the Bradford Manuscript 

Conducted V.I.P. tours of the Library's hidden 
treasures and collections 

Installed new museum quality exhibition cases to 
highlight the Library's historical treasures 

Started to offer credit card services to our patrons 

Planned a major Library renovation project with the 
Division of Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM) 

Recent Exhibits 

Worcester: Heart of the Commonwealth 

Boston Immigrants: Bringing Four Centuries of 
Tradition and Innovation to the City upon a Hill 

Amazing Birds: The Wild Side of Massachusetts 



MESSAGE FROM THE STATE LIBRARIAN 
Another productive year has come to a close at the State Library. I hope you enjoy reading about what has been happening 
over the past year. Throughout the year the Library staff has been very busy working on many important projects, and I 
would like to take a few moments to tell you about some of our successes. I hope you have a chance to stop by to see the 
many improvements to the Library. However, if you are unable to visit in person, I encourage you to visit our webpage, Flickr 
page, Facebook page, YouTube channel, DSpace repository, or read our blog. 

2012 Year in Review 
• We have continued to increase the number of items that are available for online viewing by the public by adding 

more items to our DSpace digital repository. DSpace is a great asset that allows people from all over the world to view our 
collections without leaving their home. Every year the number of people that view and download our items continues to 
increase. We are continuing to get closer to our goal of becoming a digital library. 

• The Library has launched its second fundraising campaign. We are looking to build on the success of the first year 
of our fundraising campaign and attract additional donors to support Library initiatives and activities. We also have started 
to sell note cards and have created a special committee to develop additional merchandise to sell. All revenue collected from 
our fundraising and merchandise sales goes directly into our Expendable Trust Fund, which funds the operation of vital 
Library services. I would like to thank everyone that contributed to our fundraising campaign, and I encourage you to 
donate to the Library. 

• Our website has a new donation page where donors can give to the Library with their credit cards. The Library is 
also able to accept payment with credit cards for Library scans and merchandise. In our fundraising letter, we have included 
an option for donors to pay by credit card via mail. We are hopeful that this option will provide convenience for our patrons 
and will increase revenue for the Library. 

Additionally, the Library has continued its popular Brown Bag lunch series with Library staff and outside experts as guest 
speakers and is working to host more events at the Library. Notable events we have hosted this past year include the Euro
pean Connected Healthcare Alliance reception and the Massachusetts Library Association ceremony, along with continuing 
to be a regularly scheduled meet space for legislators and state agencies. 

Modifications to the physical appearance of the Library continue to be on schedule. We have collaborated with the Division 
of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) to renovate the staff workroom located on the fourth floor. The 
Reading Room on the third floor will also undergo a much needed renovation that will enhance access to the Library's 
collections and services. The plan calls for the removal of some bookshelves that will create ~ large open space for the 
public. To fill the open space, we have planned to install 'soft seating' for the public to sit while reading. Additional open 
space will be created when the old catalog along the wall is removed. 

The Information Technology Division (ITD) has awarded the Library two grants for a total of $800,000 to conduct a major 
digitization project. Our goal is to digitize every item in the card catalog and then enter the record into our online catalog. 
This project is incredibly valuable to the public because currently only part of our collection has been entered into our 
online catalog. 

Following the completion of the digitization project the entire collection will be searchable from any location, and we will 
digitize and upload additional items from our collection to our online repository for viewing by the public. The overall 
digitization effort represents a great asset to users from all over the world. 

I am very pleased to report that the Library finally has new museum quality exhibition cases. The old cases did not have 
lights and did not lock. Because of those limitations we were unable to place any item of value in the cases. The new cases 
are beautiful and have allowed us to increase the number of items that we can use in our exhibits. 

As State Librarian, I have worked hard to bring meaningful changes to the Library. I would like to thank our Library Board 
of Trustees, the Executive Office for Administration and Finance, the staff of the Library, our donors, and our very loyal 
patrons for their support. Without their support we would not be able to provide quality services to the visitors of the Library. 

Sincerely 

Elvernoy Johnson 
State Librarian 



2012 Statistics 

Digital Collections 
• Dspace Repository 

Downloads 
• Internet Archive 

Downloads 

Subscription Database 
Articles Retrieved 

• JSTOR 
• Proquest 
• Gale 
• Serials Solutions 

Book Circulation 
• Mass Room 
• Town Reports 
• Dewey Collection 
• LC Collection 
• Other Collections 

Items Repaired 

• Mass Room 
• Main Library 
• Special 

Collections 
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One of the State Library's treasured 
historical resources is its Legislative 
Photograph Collection. This cOllection 
contains 3,500 loose and bound 
photo~aphs of members of the 
Massachusetts General Court, from 
1855 through 1908. Thanks to the 
scanning services provided by the 
Boston Public Libra~ as well as 
support from the Institute of Museum 
ana Library Services and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners, the 
State Library was able to fully digitize 
these images, which will both greatly 
increase tIieir accessibility and upho1d 
their physical preservation. 

State Library staff is currently working 
to make this important collection oT 
photographs accessible and searchable 
within our online digital repository. 
Descriptive metadata is being 
researched and compiled and win 
accompany each image for the purpose 
of identification, context, and precise 
user searchability. 
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Clockwise from top left: Isaac Holden Stearns, House 
1868; Knowlton Sampson Chaffee, House 1863, 
Senate 1868; Charles H. Merriam, House 1869 - 1871, 
Senate 1878, 1879; A. B. Keyes, Senate Page, 1862; 
members of the House, 1873. 
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