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Highlights 

• Sent the Bradford Manuscript to the Northeast Document Conservation Center to be 
conserved and digitized. 

• Completely revamped the Library's website, which had 254,294 hits during FY2013. 

• Created a more welcoming environment through the addition of soft seating and the 
removal of the card catalog and old furniture. 

• Conducted a retrospective conversion project to convert the card catalog into the Library's 
searchable database . 

• Held three exhibits: "The Time of Action Has Come": Introducing Pure Water into the City of 
Boston; It Was Everyone's War: Celebrating the Contributions of Massachusetts to Abolition 
and the Civil War; and Moving Massachusetts: The History of Transportation in the 
Commonwealth. 

Civil War Exhibit 

It Was Ewryone's War: 
Celebrating the Contributions of Massachusetts to Abolition and the CIvIl War 

January 14, 2013 - May 31 , 2013 

To mark the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, the Library held an exhibit on the role the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts played in the war. Above are two images from the exhibit. 



Report from the State Librarian 

I would like to highlight some of the many activities 
at the Library during the past year. We have been 
busy with many projects, and it has been a very 
eventful year. I hope you enjoy our annual report, 
and I encourage you to stop by the Library to see 
how great it looks after all of our recent 
improvements. 

The Library is in the final stages of completing a 
retrospective conversion project. The entire card 
catalog was digitized and entered into our online 
catalog. Now users from allover the world can 
search our collection. I have been amazed at some 
of the books that we have discovered during this 
process. I invite you to read our blog at 
www.mastatelibrary.blogspot.com/to find out 
about some of our rediscovered treasures. 

The Library received a Library Services Technology 
Act grant that provided funding for the repair and 
digitization of the Bradford Manuscript, which is the 
most valuable item in our collection. The Bradford 
Manuscript was written by Plymouth settler William 
Bradford, and it details the lives of the Pilgrims from 
1608 to 1647, including their voyage on the 
Mayflower and settlement at Plymouth in 1620. 
After the manuscript was repaired, it was digitized 
and placed in a new protective covering. At the 
conclusion of our conservation and digitization 
project, the manuscript will be available for viewing 
by visiting our website at www.mass.gov/lib. 

I would like to thank our Board of Trustees, the 
Executive Office for Administration and Finance, the 
staff of the Library, our donors, and our patrons for 
their support. Without their support we would not 
have had such a successful year. 

Sincerely, 

Elvernoy Johnson 
State Librarian 

Libary Statistics 

Digital Collections 

• DSpace Repository 
Downloads 

• . Internet Archive 
Downloads 

Total = 2,106,176 

Items Cataloged 

• Mass. State 
Documents 

• LC and Other 
Collections 

• Serials 

Total =996 

Subscription Databases Articles Retrieved 

• JSTOR 

• Proquest 

• Gale 

• Serials Solutions 

Total = 8,110 

Print Book Circulation 
• Mass Room 

• Town Reports 

• LC Collection 

• Dewey Collection 

. Other Collections 

Total = 1,603 



Real Estate Atlases Scanned 

The Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners grant to digitize the Library's real estate 
atlases entered its second year. The first group of 45 atlases was added to both DSpace and 
Flickr in August 2012, and the second group of 33 atlases was added in June 2013. These 
atlases provide a fascinating look at the cities and towns of the Commonwealth from over 
100 years ago. 

I .-" I 

City of Worcester, 1922 

South Boston, 1910 

City of Gloucester, 1884 

City of Somerville, 1874 
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