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MEETING CALENDAR

For the most recent infor-
mation on the following 
public meetings and others 
that may have been sched-
uled after TRANSREPORT  
was released, visit  
www.bostonmpo.org or  
call 617-973-7100 (voice) 
or 617-973-7089 (TTY). 
A photo ID is required to 
access most meeting sites.

AT THE STATE TRANS-
PORTATION BUILDING, 10 
PARK PLAZA, BOSTON
 

March 6 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropol-
itan Planning Organiza-
tion. [The MPO’s regularly 

Calendar continued on page 2

Traffic Study on Route 3A in Cohasset  
and Scituate Released by MPO

walks for pedestrians and 
space on roadway shoulders 
for bicyclists

The study and its recommen-
dations have been forwarded 
to MassDOT’s District 5 Office 
and the towns of Cohasset 
and Scituate so that they 
may review and consider 
advancing the recommended 
improvements. 

This section of Route 3A is 
one of two roadway corridors 
that were studied as part of 
the MPO’s work program for 
Addressing Safety, Mobility, 
and Access on Subregional 
Priority Roadways. 

For more information about 
the conceptual plans and 
improvements recommended 
for Route 3A, please contact 
the MPO staff by any of the 
methods listed on the last 
page of this newsletter.

Recommendations from the Route 3A Study include adding a center lane in the business  
districts for turning vehicles and Complete Streets treatments for pedestrian and bicylist 
access. The graphic above depicts the proposed configuration.

LANE RECONFIGURATION 
AND COMPLETE STREETS 
TREATMENTS AMONG THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Boston Region Metropol-
itan Planning Organization 
(MPO) has released recom-
mendations for improving the 
section of Route 3A from the 
Cohasset commuter rail sta-
tion to its intersection with 
Henry Turner Bailey Road in 
Scituate. 

As a regional entity charged 
with conducting transporta-
tion planning, and program-
ming federal funds for trans-
portation projects, the MPO’s 
work includes performing 
corridor studies on roadways 
in its 101-municipality area. 

This section of Route 3A 
experiences safety problems 
associated with high vehicle 
speeds and traffic conflicts 
at intersections and business 
driveways. Locations along 
the corridor have vehicle 

crash rates that exceed state 
and Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) Highway Division district 
averages. The corridor also 
lacks accommodations for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. 

To address the safety and ac-
cess problems on this section 
of Route 3A, the MPO has 
made recommendations that 
include the following: 

. Make traffic operations 
improvements at inter-
sections that would help 
reduce crashes and conflicts 
caused by turning vehicles

. Change the lane config-
uration in business districts 
to incorporate a center 
lane for turning vehicles

. Adjust the speed limit 
to allow traffic to flow at 
more consistent speeds 

. Apply Complete Streets 
treatments to provide side-
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scheduled meeting will be 
held in Melrose. Details on 
page 4 of calendar.]

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee: Capital and 
Finance. Sixth Floor.  
4:30 PM to 6:00 PM

March 12 (Wednesday)

MassDOT Board of Directors. 
Suite 3830. 1:00 PM

Regional Transportation Ad-
visory Council. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 3:00 PM

March 13 (Thursday) 

MBTA Public Information 
Meeting: Government Cen-
ter Station Reconstruction 
Project. Conference Rooms 
1, 2, and 3. 6:00 PM to  
7:30 PM

March 18 (Tuesday)

Public-Private Partnership 
Oversight Commission. Suite 
3830. 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

March 20 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM 

March 26 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA: Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM  
to 12:00 noon

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA: Membership. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Calendar continued from page 
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New Demographic Projections to Inform 
MPO’s Long-Range Transportation Plan
As it does every four years, 
the Boston Region MPO is up-
dating its Long-Range Trans-
portation Plan (LRTP), which 
documents the goals and 
policies that the body will 
use for prioritizing federal 
funding for highway and tran-
sit projects in the region, and 
which identifies regionally 
significant projects that are 
expected to be implement-
ed over the next 20 years. 
Numerous factors contribute 
to the MPO’s decision-making 
process when developing the 
new LRTP and selecting the 
projects to program within it. 

When considering what the 
transportation system will 
look like in 10, 15, or 20 
years, key questions focus 
on expected future transpor-
tation needs that will result 
from changing land uses. For 
example, where will be the 
centers of activity—centers 
of employment, health care, 
shopping, and housing—that 
will require improved trans-
portation infrastructure? 

A new report of demographic 
projections being developed 
by the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC), 
a member of the Boston 
Region MPO, will help the 
MPO as it considers these 
questions. MAPC and an 
advisory team—comprised of 
academics, state agencies, 
neighboring regional plan-
ning agencies, the MPO staff, 
and municipalities in the 
region—used census data and 
other resources to develop 
projections of future popu-
lation and housing figures in 
a 164-municipality area of 
eastern Massachusetts. The 
projections give a picture 

of what the demographics 
may be for the horizon year 
of 2040 in two demographic 
scenarios.

The first scenario, the Status 
Quo scenario, is based on 
a continuation of current 
trends in births, deaths, 
migration, and housing oc-
cupancy. Under this scenar-
io, the region’s population 
would grow one-third more 
slowly than it has over the 
past decade due in part to a 
net out-migration of people 
to other states. With large 
numbers of baby boomers 
retiring in the coming years, 
the population in the labor 
force is expected to be fairly 
stagnant.

The second scenario, the 
Stronger Region scenario, 
assumes that changing trends 
will result in the region’s 
attracting and retaining 
more young workers, which 
will build up the labor force 
by almost 7 percent over 
the next 30 years. It also 
assumes that younger people 
will gravitate toward urban 
living, and that seniors 
will increasingly choose to 
downsize their housing from 
single-family homes to apart-
ments or condominiums. 

A key finding of the MAPC 
report is that many signs are 
pointing to a resurgence of 
urban communities. There is 
a trend of young people mov-
ing to urban communities, 
attracted by the proximity 
to jobs, transit, and cultural 
assets. In addition, there 
is a trend toward smaller 
household size (the number 
of people in a household). 
MAPC projects that there 

would be substantial demand 
for new housing—even with 
the predicted slower growth 
of the Status Quo scenario—
and that more than half of 
future housing demand would 
be in urban communities.

In addition to the population 
and housing projections, 
MAPC will be developing 
employment projections. 
During the development of 
the new LRTP, the full set 
of demographic data (popu-
lation, household, and em-
ployment) will be applied in 
an integrated transportation 
travel demand and land use 
model that will help the MPO 
evaluate the impact of various 
transportation funding options 
(groups of transit, highway, 
and bicycle and pedestrian 
projects). 

This model, designed by MPO 
and MAPC staff, will be used 
to test various scenarios to 
gauge what the impact of 
a particular set of projects 
might be in terms of where 
households and businesses 
locate in the region and the 
amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions generated by the 
transportation sector.

This scenario planning is 
scheduled to occur in the 
summer and early fall of this 
year. Once it is completed, 
the MPO will adopt a pre-
ferred land use scenario that 
it will use to recommend a 
set of transportation projects 
based on available funding. 
The final LRTP is expected to 
be approved by the MPO in 
September of 2015.
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March 31 (Monday)

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 5:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM

April 3 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
10:00 AM

April 9 (Wednesday)

MassDOT Board of Direc-
tors. Suite 3830. 1:00 PM

Regional Transportation 
Advisory Council. Confer-
ence Room 4. 3:00 PM

April 10 (Thursday)

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee: Capital and 
Finance. Sixth Floor.  
4:30 PM to 6:00 PM

April 16 (Wednesday)

Public-Private Partnership 
Oversight Commission. 
Suite 3830. 10:00 AM to 
1:00 PM

April 17 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 
3.10:00 AM

April 23 (Wednesday)

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA: Board of  
Directors. Conference 
Rooms 2 and 3. 10:00 AM 
to 12:00  noon

Access Advisory Committee 
to the MBTA: Membership. 
Conference Rooms 2 and 3. 
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Calendar continued from page 

Calendar continued on page 4
Advisory Council continued on 
page 4

Traffic Signal Retiming Assistance Available

There is still time to take advantage of the MPO’s Traffic Signal Tim-
ing Program. Technical support is available to municipalities that need 
assistance with traffic signal retiming at municipal roadway intersec-
tions. Traffic signal retiming can help traffic flow more smoothly through 
an intersection, promote safety, and improve air quality. As many as 10 
intersections will be selected for study during federal fiscal year 2014. 

When applying for this assistance, a municipality should provide a 
thorough description of the intersection, as well as an indication of any 
safety issues, operational problems, traffic delays, excessive queuing, 
or inadequate signal time allotted for pedestrian crossing. Applicants 
should also indicate the make and model of the controller at the inter-
section and a best estimate of when the signal was last retimed.

Intersections that have coordinated signals or that require adjustments beyond signal retim-
ing will not be considered for this study. In addition, intersections that are currently being 
studied by the MPO, MassDOT, or a municipality are not eligible. Interested parties should 
email Beth Isler at bisler@ctps.org by March 31, 2014. 

Attention Municipal Officials

Transportation Equity and Sustainability  
the Topics of Advisory Council Meeting
Building a more equitable 
and sustainable transporta-
tion system in the Boston re-
gion was the topic discussed 
at the February 12 Regional 
Transportation Advisory 
Council meeting. Stephanie 
Pollack, Associate Director 
of Research at the Kitty and 
Michael Dukakis Center for 
Urban and Regional Policy at 
Northeastern University, led 
the discussion as the keynote 
speaker. 

Key themes central to the 
conversation about the future 
of the region’s transporta-
tion system were discussed, 
including: meeting goals 
for sustainability; creating 
more equity for residents of 
disadvantaged communities; 
improving the connectivity  
and accessibility of the  
system; and increasing transit 
capacity. 

Meeting Goals for  
Sustainability

At the crux of the discus-
sion about sustainability is 
the commonwealth’s Glob-
al Warming Solution’s Act, 
which requires a 25 percent 
reduction of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions by 2020 and 
an 80 percent reduction by 
2050 (from 1990 levels) from 
all sectors of the common-
wealth’s economy. Emissions 
from the transportation 
sector are the largest and 
fastest-growing source of 

GHG pollution in the com-
monwealth. 

“We need to bend the curve 
in the opposite direction,” 
Dr. Pollack said, stressing 
the need to lay the ground-
work for transportation 
investments and to plan for 
future land uses now in order 
to meet the GHG reduc-
tion goals set for 2050. She 
recommended that trans-
portation planners track                   
vehicle-miles-traveled per 
capita as a performance mea-
sure marking progress toward 
the GHG emission reduction 
goals, since the number of 
miles driven correlates to 
GHG emissions generated by 
vehicles. 

MassDOT and the MPOs in the 
commonwealth are in the 
process of developing and 
incorporating performance 
measures into their planning Dr. Stephanie Pollack of  

Northeastern University
Photo credit: Northeastern University
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April 28 (Monday)

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee. Conference 
Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 5:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM
 
AT OTHER BOSTON AREA 
LOCATIONS

March 6 (Thursday) 

Boston Region Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization. 
Memorial Hall, Grand Army 
of the Republic Meeting 
Room, 590 Main Street, 
Melrose. 10:00 AM

March 11 (Tuesday) 

MBTA Public Information 
Meeting: Government Cen-
ter Station Reconstruction 
Project. East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, 20 
Maverick Square, Fourth 
Floor, East Boston. 6:00 PM 
to 7:30 PM

March 13 (Thursday)

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee: Marketing and 
Communications. 45 High 
Street, Boston. 5:00 PM to 
7:00 PM

April 17 (Thursday)

MBTA Rider Oversight 
Committee: Marketing and 
Communications. 45 High 
Street, Boston. 5:00 PM to 
7:00 PM

Calendar continued from page 3

Advisory Council continued from 
page 3

The MPO complies with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
of 1990, and other federal 
and state nondiscrimina-
tion statutes and regula-
tions in all programs and 
activities. The MPO does 

Calendar continued on page 5

Opportunity to Get Involved with the MPO

processes for use in making 
investment decisions. The 
Boston Region MPO, in par-
ticular, is currently selecting 
performance measures that 
will be used in the develop-
ment of an update to its  
four-year Long-Range  
Transportation Plan, which  
is now in development. 

Equity for Low-Income 
Communities

Dr. Pollack discussed research 
conducted by the Dukakis 
Center into equity issues in 
several low-income commu-
nities, including East Bos-
ton and Lynn in the Boston 
region. Surveys of residents 
revealed that respondents 
who do not own cars face 
challenges in accessing basic 
services that are not within 
walking distance, such as 
grocery stores. The findings 
reinforced the notion that the 

transportation system needs 
to work better for people 
who do not own cars and that 
it needs to provide better 
access to jobs and services, 
particularly for low-income 
communities that lack these 
resources. 

Rather than focus on highway 
congestion relief as the  
solution to the region’s  
transportation problems, Dr. 
Pollack called on transporta-
tion planners to put a greater 
focus on improving connec-
tivity of the transportation 
network and walkability of 
communities, and on creat-
ing a system that supports  
“car-free” and “car-light” 
residents.  

Increasing Transit  
Capacity 

Dr. Pollack also advocated 
for targeting investment to 
increase the capacity of the 
transit system in the urban 

core—particularly the sub-
way and bus systems—as 
signs indicate that there 
will be increased demand 
in the future. The Dukakis 
Center’s projections indicate 
that there could be between 
100,000 and 367,000 more 
transit riders daily in the 
region by 2020. 

To allay concerns that focus-
ing investment in the urban 
core might be unfair to other 
communities in the region, 
she noted that the cities of 
Boston and Cambridge have 
a daytime population of one 
million, with most of those 
people arriving by transit; 
about one in every three 
workers in the Boston region 
commutes to a job in Boston 
or Cambridge. 

Is your community or organization represented on the  
Regional Transportation Advisory Council? 

The Council is seeking new members to provide public input to the  
Boston Region MPO about regional transportation planning and funding.  
The Council is an independent body comprising representatives of  
municipalities, professional groups, transportation advocacy  
organizations, and others. 

For more information about the Council, its activities, and how your 
community or organization can become involved, please contact the 
MPO staff. (Contact information is provided on the last page of this 
newsletter.)

Building Connectivity and Capacity of Transit 
Network Discussed at Advisory Council Meeting
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Calendar continued from page 4

not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, English pro-
ficiency, income, religious 
creed, ancestry, disability, 
age, gender, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity 
or expression, or military 
service. Any person who 
believes herself/himself 
or any specific class of 
persons to have been sub-
jected to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI, the 
ADA, or other nondiscrim-
ination statute or regula-
tion may, herself/himself 
or via a representative, 
file a written complaint 
with the MPO. A complaint 
must be filed no later 
than 180 calendar days af-
ter the date on which the 
person believes that the 
discrimination occurred. 
A complaint form and 
additional information can 
be obtained by contacting 
the MPO (see below) or at 
www.boston mpo.org. 

Meeting locations are 
accessible to people with 
disabilities and are near 
public transportation. 
Upon request (preferably 
two weeks in advance of 
a meeting), every effort 
will be made to provide 
accommodations such as 
assistive listening devices, 
materials in accessible 
formats and in languages 
other than English, and 
interpreters of American 
Sign Language and other 
languages. Please contact 
the MPO staff at 617-973-
7100 (voice), 617-973-7089 
(TTY), 617-973-8855 (fax), 
or publicinformation@
ctps.org (email).

MPO ACTIONS

The MPO has released a draft version of Amendment Two of the federal fiscal years  
2014–17 Transportation Improvement Program for a 30-day public review period. The 
proposed amendment would program a discretionary grant for the purchase of a vessel for 
the Winthrop Inner Harbor ferry service, and an earmark for the construction of the  
Medford Clippership Linear Park and Bikeway in Medford. It would also reflect the  
programming of federal funds for the MetroWest Regional Transit Authority’s paratransit 
service and for the rehabilitation of its new Intermodal Transit Center in Framingham. 

The public review period will begin on Monday, March 3, and will close at 5:00 PM on Tues-
day, April 1, 2014. Comments may be submitted by contacting the MPO staff by the means 
listed on the last page of this newsletter. The MPO will take action on the amendment 
at the MPO meeting scheduled for April 3 at the State Transportation Building. (See the 
calendar for details.)

NEW STUDIES

In January and February, the MPO gave approval to its staff to begin working on the  
following new programs and studies:

MBTA 2014 Review of Fare Structure, Tariffs, and Policy: This study will examine the po-
tential MBTA fare change scenarios being considered for implementation in July 2014. The 
regional travel demand model set and an elasticity 
model will be used to generate forecasts of the likely 
ridership levels and revenue impacts of the proposed 
new fare structures. Analyses will be conducted to 
identify potential changes in air quality and green-
house gas (GHG) emissions, and the impacts on pop-
ulations that are protected under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and federal environmental justice 
policies. The initial product of the study will be a 
draft report that the MBTA will release for public 
review. 

Pedestrian Signal Phasing Study: This study will explore the use of exclusive and con-
current pedestrian signal phasing and examine the conditions under which each type of 
signal control would be most beneficial for pedestrian safety and efficiency of intersection 
operations. The MPO staff will perform case studies of the policies and practices of five 
municipalities related to the use of each signal phasing type. This will be followed by an 
analysis of traffic data to determine whether there are any discernable relationships be-
tween safety and signal phasing under various traffic conditions. The final product will be 
a document that will provide guidance to the MPO and municipalities on the use of these 
types of signal phasing.

Traffic Signal Retiming Program: This program was derived from the MPO’s Congestion 
Management Process, which is focused on promoting efficient traffic operations. Signal 
timing is a key factor in efficient traffic operations, since it can reduce travel times and 
delay and improve air quality, fuel consumption, and safety. New signal timing plans will 
be developed for as many as 10 signalized intersections in the MPO region during this fed-
eral fiscal year. (See the notice about this program on page 3.)

Freight Planning Support, FFY 2014: This study was planned to follow up on the MPO’s 
approval last September of a Freight Action Plan that will guide the MPO’s freight plan-

Boston Region MPO Activities

MPO Activities continued on page 6

Photo credit: MBTA
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ning. Issues associated with freight movement in the Beacham Street corridor of Everett 
and Chelsea will be examined and documented, and options for addressing those issues 
will be developed. The study of this location will serve as a blueprint for the study of  
other freight corridors in the future. 

Methodology for Evaluating the Potential for Limited-Stop Service on Transit Routes: 
Criteria will be developed for use in evaluating the potential for limited-stop service and 
will be applied on high-ridership MBTA bus corridors.

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy Alternatives: Cost-Effectiveness Analysis: Various 
transportation strategies that support the reduction of GHG emissions in the transporta-
tion sector will be researched. The findings will be used by the MPO for identifying trans-
portation investments that are the most cost-effective in reducing GHG emissions. 

Environmental Justice and Title VI Analysis Methodology Review: This study will review 
the way that the MPO staff conducts environmental justice and Title VI analyses and will 
identify opportunities for improvement and standardization. The study recommendations 
will support the MPO, MBTA, and MassDOT in meeting federal Title VI and environmental 
justice requirements.

South Boston Waterfront Transportation Plan: Modeling Support: Major redevelopment 
of the South Boston Waterfront in recent years has created the need for a unified district 
plan that takes into account anticipated growth in commercial, tourist, and residential 
development and accommodates the maritime industrial activities of the Port of Boston. 
This study will provide data and traffic modeling services to a project team—hired by A  
Better City, in conjunction with the Massachusetts Port Authority, Massachusetts Conven-
tion Center Authority, City of Boston, and MassDOT—that is developing a transportation 
plan for the district. 

Massachusetts Turnpike Allston Interchange Traffic 
Study: The cessation of freight rail operations at the 
Beacon Park freight yard in Allston has presented 
an opportunity for MassDOT to explore concepts for 
realigning the Massachusetts Turnpike and reconfig-
uring exit and entrance ramps and some local roads 
in the Allston-Brighton toll plaza area. This study 
supports that work by providing traffic modeling 
services.

MPO Activities continued from page 5

Beacon Park freight yard in Allston

Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA (AACT) Update

A briefing on the project to reconstruct the MBTA’s 
Government Center Station was given at the February 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the Access Advisory 
Committee to the MBTA. Government Center Station is 
scheduled to be closed on March 22, 2014, for construc-
tion. When it is reopened, it will be fully accessible to 
people with disabilities. 

The February meeting of the general membership of AACT 
featured a presentation by the MBTA project manager for 
the new contract with Keolis—the contractor recently se-
lected by the MBTA to operate its commuter rail services—
and representatives of Keolis. Government Center Station


