
10 
 

Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education  

 
Monday, December 16, 2013 

5:05 p.m. - 6:55 p.m. 
 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 

 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present: 
 
Maura Banta, Chair, Melrose 
Harneen Chernow, Vice-Chair, Jamaica Plain  
Daniel Brogan, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Dennis 
Karen Daniels, Milton 
James DiTullio, Designee for Secretary of Education Matthew Malone 
James Morton, Springfield 
Pendred Noyce, Weston 
David Roach, Sutton 
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Secretary to the 
Board 
 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent: 
 
Vanessa Calderón-Rosado, Milton 
Ruth Kaplan, Brookline 
 
Chair Banta called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm.  
 
Digital Learning 
 
Commissioner Chester welcomed Board members and introduced Luis Rodriguez, Director of 
the Office of Digital Learning. Commissioner Chester provided the Board with an overview of 
the special meeting discussion focused on district technology infrastructure, digital tools and 
resources, and implementation of the new virtual schools law.  
 
Mr. Rodriguez introduced Tom Stella, Assistant Superintendent of Everett Public Schools, to 
discuss Edwin Teaching and Learning. Edwin T&L is the new comprehensive Massachusetts 
teaching and learning platform that is designed to provide state educators integrated information 
and tools that are aligned to state curriculum frameworks and assessments. Edwin T&L will 
provide curriculum planning tools, model curriculum units, online instructional resources, and a 
variety of assessment tools and reports. Five districts are a part of the Edwin T&L pilot 
including: Everett, Malden, Revere, Chelsea, and Winthrop.   
 
Mr. Stella said Everett has been involved in the development and pilot of Edwin T&L because it 
provides the district with an opportunity to streamline and coordinate the teaching and learning 
tools for educators across the district. He said previously the district was using thirty different 
teaching and learning systems, which required annual upgrades and increased costs for hardware.  
Mr. Stella said the district participated in “train the trainer” sessions with district staff, which has 
now been scaled district-wide to reach 500 staff, to date.  
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Commissioner Chester said Edwin Teaching and Learning is one of the Commonwealth’s Race 
to the Top projects, and Massachusetts has worked on it jointly with the state of Ohio. He 
thanked Mr. Stella for his leadership in the project. The Commissioner said the goal is to create a 
common platform that districts may choose to use or not, as they see fit. 
 
Mr. Rodriguez introduced representatives from the Burlington Public Schools: Dennis Villano, 
information technology director; Irene Farmer, first grade teacher; and Ben Schersten, education 
technology specialist. The Burlington educators introduced the Board to their one-to-one tablet 
initiative in grade one and grades 4-12. Ms. Farmer demonstrated student books, digital 
portfolios, and writing tools on a tablet. Commissioner Chester acknowledged Burlington 
Superintendent Eric Conti for being a leader on digital learning and technology.  
 
Bethan Cordone, a student at Massachusetts Virtual Academy at Greenfield, presented to the 
Board on her experience as a virtual school student. Ms. Cardone’s learning coach and parent, 
Wiley Cordone, also provided insight from her experience with the virtual school.  
 
Board members discussed student engagement in using technology, cost of technology per 
student, and virtual schools. Mr. Rodriguez said the Department’s focus on technology is to 
prepare all students with digital learning skills. He said while the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is driving the conversation, digital tools also 
address the proficiency gap by improving data driven instruction. Mr. Rodriguez provided an 
overview of the digital learning spectrum and digital learning technology readiness, including 
infrastructure, administration, and devices.  
 
Mr. Brogan updated the Board on the State Student Advisory Council’s digital learning 
activities. He said the council is creating a digital learning model policy and working through the 
regional councils to promote student and educator awareness. Mr. Rodriguez said 1,078 schools 
across 304 districts participated in a statewide internet speed test in October. Results from the 
speed test were presented to the Board.  
 
Integrating College and Career Readiness 
 
Commissioner Chester gave the Board an overview of the second presentation on the progress of 
the Integration of College and Career Readiness (ICCR) Task Force report recommendations and 
new components of the District Analysis and Review Tool. Commissioner Chester introduced 
Keith Westrich, Director of College and Career Readiness at the Department.  
 
Mr. Westrich updated the Board on ICCR project milestones, including: implementing 
connecting activities in 120 high schools; establishing Pathways to Prosperity initiatives in 
Boston, Hampden, and the MetroWest areas; publishing the Career Development Education 
Guide and Glossary; and launching a coordinated professional development strategy.  
 
Lien Hoang from the Office of Planning and Research presented to the Board the Department's 
new District Analysis and Review Tool (DART) detail for Success After High School. The new 
DART detail contains a range of postsecondary and career readiness data including: 
demographics; high school indicators; high school performance; program of study; post 
secondary education outcomes; and career development information.  
 
The Board discussed the Pathways to Prosperity initiative, college and career readiness, and 
DART data. Commissioner Chester noted the ambitious targets in the ICCR project and how 
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districts vary in what they provide. With respect to the DART data, he called attention to the 
sobering statistic that of 100 students who enter 9th grade, only about 50 eventually enroll in a 
second year of college. 
 
Chair Banta acknowledged Vice-Chair Chernow’s service on the ICCR Task Force and the 
advisory council. Chair Banta thanked all the presenters and Board members for the informative 
discussion on the two topics presented at the special meeting. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:  
 
VOTED:  that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourn the meeting 

at 6:55 p.m., subject to the call of the chair.  
 
The vote was unanimous. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Mitchell D. Chester 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and Secretary to the Board 
 


