
2013 FRAUD PREVENTION CAMPAIGN 

The Massachusetts Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission 
(PERAC) recently launched the agency’s eighth campaign against public 
pension fraud since 1998. The campaign features a poster designed to heighten 
public awareness about pension fraud, and promotes a toll-free hot line  
(1-800-445-3266) and an email address (PensionFraud@per.state.
ma.us) to report instances of suspected pension fraud. 

This year’s campaign poster features “Pension Fraud! Let’s Cut it Out!” with 
the directive to report pension fraud. The fraud prevention campaign also 
includes a brochure that provides details about various types of pension 
fraud and a “Referral Report of Potential Fraud” that can be used by anyone 
who wishes to make a written report of suspected pension fraud.  To ensure 
maximum visibility, PERAC has distributed copies of the posters, brochures, 
and referral forms to every Massachusetts public retirement board, all city 
and town clerks, the Attorney General of Massachusetts, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, the Department of Revenue, the Massachusetts Registry 
of Motor Vehicles, the Bureau of Special Investigations, the Department of 
Transitional Assistance, and the Department of Industrial Accidents.  

The PERAC fraud prevention campaign has evolved from the agency’s 
oversight of the post-retirement earnings and medical condition of disabled 
public retirees throughout the state.  Since the agency’s inception, PERAC 
has identified over $23.2 million paid to disabled retirees that have earned 
more income than what is allowed by state law.  PERAC’s efforts have 
enabled retirement boards and employers to recoup a portion of such “excess 
earnings”.  PERAC also administers a unique restoration to service program 
which involves the review of the medical condition of Massachusetts’ disabled 
public employees to determine if they are physically fit to perform the essential 
duties of their former jobs.  Approximately $33 million has been saved that 
would have been paid in pension benefits to such retirees if they had not 
returned to service.  The figure assumes the workers who return to service will 
stay on the job for three years.  

According to Joseph E. Connarton, PERAC’s Executive Director, “Our focus is 
on the prevention and investigation of fraudulent public sector pension claims 
and payments.  If you have reason to believe that public pension fraud has 
taken place or is about to occur, please notify PERAC’s Fraud Prevention Unit 
via telephone at 1-800-445-3266 or email at PensionFraud@per.state.
ma.us.  Your information will be kept confidential.  Remember, by taking the 
time to call, you will be protecting taxpayer dollars.”    
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