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ERNOR PATRICK ANNOUNCES FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANC 
FEDERAL AID FOR HURRICANE SANDY MOVES FORWARD 
In response to Governor Deval Patrick’s request to President Barak Obama, federal disaster aid will 
be made available to MA communities to assist in their recovery from the impacts of Hurricane 
Sandy. The Public Assistance (PA) program has been made available to Barnstable, Bristol, Dukes, 
Nantucket, Plymouth and Suffolk Counties, the six counties which had eligible costs that exceeded 
federal financial thresholds for storm-related damage. Hazard Mitigation Assistance will also become 
available for the entire Commonwealth. A series of MEMA-led Applicant briefings were held with 
community leaders to explain the reimbursement process. FEMA has begun ‘kick-off’ meetings with 
the impacted communities to develop ‘project worksheets’ to move the process forward.  Under this 
PA Program, affected local governments, state agencies and various eligible private non-profit 
organizations are eligible to apply for federal funds to be reimbursed for 75% of the approved cost of 
protective measures, storm-related overtime costs for first responders,  clearing debris from public 
roads and public property, and repairing, replacing, restoring or reconstructing damaged public 
facilities and infrastructure. 
 
MEMA BECOMES MORE MOBILE 
The MEMA website at http://www.mass.gov/mema has been optimized for mobile devices. It contains 
all of the same content with just a different layout. In fact the entire http://mass.gov web portal, has 
been updated for better mobile viewing. 
 
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM 
MEMA and the Department of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) continue to make available post-
disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding resulting from the Presidential disaster 
declaration for the 'October 2011 Severe Snow' event. This HMGP funding is available to all 
communities in the Commonwealth that meet the sub-applicant and project eligibility requirements. 
The federally-funded HMPG provides significant opportunities to reduce minimize or eliminate 
potential damages to public, tribal, and private non-profit infrastructure from natural hazard events. 
Funding for hazard mitigation plans and projects can reduce overall risks to the population and 
structures, while also reducing the reliance on taxpayer-funded federal disaster assistance for 
disaster recovery. Funding reimbursement is typically 75% federal share, 25% non-federal match of 
eligible project costs. ‘In-kind’ services are allowable as part of the non-federal match.  To be eligible 
for FEMA HMGP hazard mitigation project grants, applicants must have a locally-adopted and FEMA-
approved Local Natural Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan at the time of official FEMA grant award. Formal 
grant briefings and technical assistance opportunities are available prior to application deadline. The 
State-established deadline for complete, full HMGP grant applications is: Friday March 15, 2013 by 
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3:00 p.m. The 'Disaster Recovery & Mitigation' section of the MEMA website at www.mass.gov/mema 
can provide additional hazard mitigation grant funding availability information. 
 
MEMA STAFF UPDATE 
John Gibb recently joined MEMA in the position of Emergency Planner for the Regional Catastrophic 
Preparedness Grant Program (RCPGP). RCPGP is an initiative funded by the US Department of 
Homeland Security to enhance catastrophic preparedness in major urban areas.  For the northeast, 
the RCPGP Regional Catastrophic Planning Team (RCPT) includes the cities of Boston and 
Providence as well as the states of MA, NH and RI.  Also, Anna Krzystyniak Sobiewska joins MEMA 
as a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Coordinator in the Planning Unit. Both new additions 
bring extensive Emergency Management experience with them. 
 
LUNCH BITES 
Beginning on January 16th, MEMA’s Training Department initiated the ‘Lunch Bites’ program with 
Director Schwartz as the featured speaker.  The topic was “Homeland Security in the 
Commonwealth”. ‘Lunch Bites’ is a short, educational, and information-packed discussion for MEMA 
employees which is designed to introduce new topics, or expand on subject areas while enjoying 
lunch during in an informal setting. The purpose is to promote internal training, raise awareness and 
provide the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the tools, services, projects, or roles within 
the agency.  As technology expands, programs evolve, and MEMA’s  services increase this workshop 
offers participants enhanced knowledge on a variety of topics so to better prepare and educate 
MEMA staff and the communities we serve.  Furthermore, the Agency will also use this opportunity to 
hear from external partners on additional topics of interest. The goal is to offer these workshops on a 
monthly basis. The next session of Lunch Bites is scheduled for February 6th with Steve Staffier, 
MEMA Communication & Interoperability Manager, presenting an “Overview of Communications & 
Fleet Unit”. 
 
VERMONT YANKEE TABLETOP EXERCISE 
The 2013 Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant exercise sequence began Jan. 9 with a Tabletop 
Exercise at the Governor Hunt House in Vernon, VT. Nearly 150 state and local officials from MA, NH 
and VT participated in the day-long event. Participants planned their response to an assimilated 
mechanical breakdown at the plant the led to a ground-level release of radioactivity. The exercise 
sequence continues with Combined Functional Exercises on February 13 and May 8, concluding the 
cycle with the Federally Graded Exercise on June 5.  
 
BOSTON MARATHON PUBLIC SAFETY PREPARATIONS OFF & RUNNING 
Although the running of the 2013 Boston Marathon does not take place until April, scores of local, 
state and federal agencies responsible for the health and safety of the 27,000 runners and hundreds 
of thousand spectators are taking the initial steps to prepare for the event. MEMA has already begun 
hosting these multi-jurisdictional meetings at the SEOC in Framingham.  MEMA will again serve as 
the Multi-Agency Coordination Center (MACC) for the 117th running of the race on Patriots Day.  As 
steps are being taken by the many state and local public safety, medical, transportation and volunteer 
agencies and organizations, there are no significant changes in this year’s event. More information 
regarding this great international event is available at www.baa.org. 
 
DOWNLOAD PING4ALERTS! APP  
With in excess of 50,000 subscribers, the new FREE mobile app, ping4alerts! continues to be 
downloaded by citizens throughout MA. This new state-of-the-art tool significantly enhances MEMA’s 
ability to communicate with the public during emergencies, as it did with Hurricane Sandy, during a 
recent Amber Alert and annual testing of the Pilgrim and Seabrook Nuclear Station sirens. In a matter 
of minutes, MEMA has the ability to highlight an area on a map and then push text messages, text 
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files, image files and audio messages to Smartphones that have the app and are located within that 
area. National Weather Service severe weather alerts are also pushed to phones with the app in 
affected areas. The app is now available for iPhone and Android Smartphones, and will be available 
soon for Blackberries. MEMA continues to encourage all Smartphone users to visit the following 
website: www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp for additional information and to download this mobile app. 
This is a resource that MEMA will be sharing broadly with other state agencies, as well as local public 
safety, public health and emergency management officials in order to ensure that the public receives 
warnings about imminent or occurring emergencies and information that will help them take 
appropriate steps to mitigate their risk. 
 
ADDITIONAL MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS 
With Mayor Thomas Menino’s signature, the City of Boston has become the latest municipality to opt 
into the Statewide Public Safety Mutual Aid Agreement. MEMA continues to encourage all 
communities and governmental entities to take advantage of the opportunity to opt into the Statewide 
Public Safety Mutual Aid Agreement and the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement program. To date, 
234 entities are on board with the Statewide Public Safety Mutual Aid Agreement and 162 have 
signed onto the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement. See the list at www.mass.gov/mema. Local 
officials with any questions regarding the Agreement should contact their MEMA Regional Office or 
Allen Phillips, MEMA Operations Manager at (508) 820-1426 or allen.phillips@state.ma.us. 
 
RMS INVOLVEMENT CONTINUES TO BE ENCOURAGED 
Additional communities are encouraged to complete Resource Management System (RMS) Training 
and begin to actively enter and update their resources and facilities into the system. The RMS, which 
was developed with financial support from the state’s Homeland Security Councils and the Executive 
Office of Public Safety & Security (EOPSS), is a secure web-based system that may be used by all 
cities and towns, state agencies and other emergency management partners including public works, 
public health and emergency medical services, to facilitate emergency and non-emergency mutual 
aid across the Commonwealth. MEMA urges all cities and towns, agencies and organizations to take 
full advantage of RMS by using it as an internal inventory management system and to facilitate 
emergency and non-emergency mutual aid support.  The success of the Resource Management 
System, meaning the degree to which it helps municipalities, agencies and organizations locate 
needed resources during emergencies, ultimately depends on the commitment of the system’s users 
to complete the training, enter their resources (equipment, people and specialized teams) into the 
system, and to keep the system updated. To date, over 100 entities have completed Resource 
Management System (RMS) Training, with over 30 actively entering and updating their resources and 
facilities into the system. MEMA is presently testing a mobile version of the RMS Website. Please 
contact your respective MEMA Regional Office to request additional assistance, if needed. 
 
NEDRIX WINTER CONFERENCE 
On March 27, the NorthEast Disaster Recovery Information X-Change (NEDRIX) will be hosting their 
annual Winter Conference at Liberty Mutual, 20 Riverside Road, Weston, MA.  The focus of the 
conference will be to explore how to take an active role in cultivating success in future Emergency 
Response and Crisis Management, particularly in relation to Cyber Prevention and Response, 
Workplace Violence, and Hurricane Sandy Lessons Learned. The conference theme is focused on 
finding news ways to bridge the divide between public and private sectors as well as understanding 
how to take an active role in cultivating these relationships for success in the future. This event allows 
for diverse professionals to share ideas and gain knowledge through a series of lectures, panel 
discussions, and a simulation exercise workshop. The conference objectives are: Educate attendees 
by providing interesting and useful educational content; Give attendees the opportunity to network 
with industry professionals with related interests; and Inspire attendees to take what they have 
learned, and actively pursue opportunities and leadership roles geared towards the creation of 
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resilient organizations and communities. For additional details on location, directions, and registration, 
visit http://nedrix.com/upcoming.php. 
 
WINTER SAFETY TIPS SERIES 
Every winter MEMA makes important winter safety information available on the MEMA website and 
through Social Media.  This nine-part Winter Safety Series includes the proper steps to take to 
prepare your family and home for the winter season, automobile and driving safety, ice safety, 
protecting your pets, responding to power outages, extreme temperatures, roof collapse and 
recovering from a winter storm. We continue to encourage local Emergency Management Directors to 
utilize these tips on their local websites or in their local Media.  These tips are there to be shared. 
They are available at www.mass.gov/mema. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA ADDRESSES 
MEMA has streamlined its Social Media addresses: Twitter is www.twitter.com/MassEMA; Facebook 
is www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA; and YouTube is www.youtube.com/MassachusettsEMA. 
And do not forget to download the ping4alerts! app. 
 
FOLLOW MEMA UPDATES ON FACEBOOK (www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA) & 
TWITTER, (www.twitter.com/MassEMA), AS WELL AS ON THE MEMA WEBSITE at 
www.mass.gov/mema. 
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