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ARTHUR KICKS OFF ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON 
The Atlantic Hurricane Season is defined as June 1st to November 30th; however, 75% of the 40 
tropical storm systems that have impacted our region in the past century were during the months of 
August and September. The fact that Massachusetts was impacted by Hurricane Arthur during early 
July, reminds us that it is important to not let our guard down. To increase public awareness of the 
potential devastating impacts of hurricanes and tropical storms and the preparedness steps we can 
take to mitigate those impacts and reduce the risk of property damage, injuries and loss of life, MEMA 
is again making important information available to ensure the continued safety of our citizens and 
property. Hurricane Arthur passed within 50 miles of Nantucket, and the Commonwealth was very 
fortunate to just receive experience minimal impacts. However, Tropical Storm Irene in 2011, 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012, and Hurricane Arthur in 2014 are powerful reminders that Massachusetts 
residents and visitors must prepare for the next hurricane.  MEMA encourages everyone to 1) Know 
Your Evacuation Zone; 2) Know Your Risk; 3) Be Prepared; and 4) Stay informed. For more 
information, visit http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/hazards/hurricanes/. 
 
GOVERNOR PATRICK PROCLAIMS HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS MONTH 
Because advanced planning and preparation can safeguard lives, protect property and enhance the 
Commonwealth’s resilience, Governor Deval Patrick has proclaimed the month of July as Hurricane 
Preparedness Month in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. A Copy of the proclamation can be 
found at http://www.mass.gov/eopss/docs/mema/hurricane-preparedness-month-july-2014.pdf. 
 
MEOC II ASSISTS COMMUNITIES                             
MEMA recently added a second Mobile 
Emergency Operations Center (MEOC II) to 
its fleet. This 30 foot long, handicapped 
accessible vehicle will provide a Unified 
Command Platform for local communities 
during planned and unplanned events. This 
new mobile EOC has bump outs on both 
sides, which allows 18 individuals to sit and 
work comfortably. It is equipped with the 
latest technologies to support cellular and 
satellite telephones and data, Wi-Fi, and 2-
way radios. It houses a multi-purpose color printer which has plotting, faxing, and e-printing 
capabilities. There is a 40’ mast which provides 360 degree surveillance video. The MEOC II’s first 
deployment was in support of the Tactical Operations Center for the July 4th Boston Pops Concert. It 
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has been `requested by local communities to assist at the Lowell Jazz Festival, Cape Cod Canal 
Centennial and the Pan-Mass Challenge. 
 
DANGEROUS RIPTIDES CAN FOLLOW STORMS 
In the days following Hurricane Arthur, MEMA cautioned swimmers to remain aware of surf conditions 
as they headed to the shore. Large swells could produce dangerous riptide conditions along area 
beaches. Swimmers were warned to take precautions given the potential of high seas and strong rip 
currents that can be associated with the aftermath these types of ocean storms.  For additional details 
on riptide safety, go to http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/swimmers-urged-to-take-
precautions-due-to-riptides.html. 
 
ELIGIBILITY OF MAJOR FLOOD RISK REDUCTION MEASURES UNDER HAZMIT PROGRAMS  
FEMA has updated and released their policy regarding the eligibility of Flood Risk Reduction 
Measures under the Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Programs. This policy will supersede the 
portion of the current HMA Unified Guidance concerning eligible flood risk reduction (“flood control”) 
projects (2013 HMA Guidance; Part IV, Eligibility Information, D.2 Ineligible Activities). With the 
release of this policy, major projects related to the construction, demolition, or improvement of dams, 
dikes, levees, floodwalls, seawalls, groins, jetties, breakwaters, and erosion projects related to beach 
nourishment or re-nourishment, will be eligible for consideration under the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM). This is a major change in the HMA program. 
These project types will remain ineligible under the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program. All 
projects must comply with Federal, State, and Local requirements particularly those outlined in the 
HMA Unified Guidance. HMA Projects must be technically feasible, environmentally sound and cost 
effective according to FEMA’s Benefit Cost Analysis Methodology. Sub-grantees are required to 
ensure there is no duplication of programs (DOP) under a more specific Federal authority. 
 
FEMA PUBLISHES UPDATED PUBLIC ASSISTANCE (PA) PROGRAM GUIDE   
The ‘PA Program Field Operation Pocket Guide’ was recently updated and published by FEMA. This 
FEMA guide is intended to guide a consistent approach to FEMA delivery of the PA program – it 
identifies the critical elements of the PA program, reinforces existing PA protocol, and introduces 
applicants to what they can expect from FEMA PA staff post-disaster. While this is not intended to be 
a comprehensive manual, it does provide an overview of what PA applicants can anticipate as they 
work with FEMA to implement the PA program post-disaster. Potential PA applicants, including local 
officials, State agencies and eligible private non-profit organizations would benefit from reviewing this 
document prior to the next disaster that may make FEMA Public Assistance funding available. A copy 
of the updated FEMA PA pocket guide is available here. 
 
FEMA EXTENDS DEBRIS REMOVAL PILOT PROGRAM 
FEMA recently announced that it has extended the availability of their ‘Alternative Procedures Pilot 
Program for Debris Removal’ as part of the Public Assistance (PA) disaster assistance program. This 
voluntary pilot program was originally going to ‘sunset’ in June 2014 after a 1-year trial period – 
FEMA has now extended the pilot for use in future federal disasters declared through June 2015. 
Applicant participation in this debris pilot program allows for: increased federal cost share for 
expedited debris removal by applicants; use of income from recycled debris without an offset to the 
FEMA grant amount; reimbursement for base/regular time and overtime wages for force account 
(employees) of eligible applicants; and incentives for applicants to develop pre-disaster debris 
management plans. FEMA’s has published FAQs related to this pilot program, and the updated 
program guidance is available here. This updated debris pilot program guidance now applies to both 
‘large’ and ‘small’ Category A debris projects. Following a future disaster declaration, applicants will 
need to decide if they’d like to participate in this voluntary pilot within 60-days of their initial kick-off 
meeting with FEMA (or before their first debris PW gets obligated).  
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TRAINING UPDATE 
During the past two months, 841 individuals attended 13 different classes (almost 600 attended the 
multiple presentations & breakouts at the Statewide Emergency Management Conference) receiving 
training through MEMA in the following subject areas: ICS-100/NIMS-700, ICS-200, ICS-300, ICS-
400, Hazardous Materials Awareness, Preparing & Reviewing Local Hazard Mitigation Plans 
Workshop, and Emergency Operations Center Management & Operations,  Year-to-date, 1,779 
students have attended MEMA sponsored classes.  For additional information regarding MEMA 
Training opportunities, go to www.mass.gov/mema. 
 
IMPROVING CHEMICAL FACILITY SAFETY & SECURITY 
On August 1, 2013, President Obama issued Executive Order (EO) 13650 - Improving Chemical 
Facility Safety and Security - to improve the safety and security of chemical facilities and reduce the 
risks of hazardous chemicals to facility workers and operators, communities, and responders. 
Chemicals and the facilities that manufacture, store, distribute and use them are essential to our 
economy and livelihood, but the handling and storage of chemicals can present a risk that must be 
addressed. Over the past ten months, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has taken critical 
steps in bringing together Federal regulatory representatives and stakeholders with a vested interest 
in reducing the risks associated with the handling and storage of chemicals. These efforts truly 
represent a shared concern among those with a stake in chemical facility safety and security: facility 
owners and operator, Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial governments, regional entities, 
nonprofit organizations, facility workers, first responders, environmental justice and local 
environmental organizations, and communities. Information regarding the status report, entitled 
Actions to Improve Chemical Facility Safety and Security – a Shared Commitment, can be found at 
http://www.dhs.gov/blog/2014/06/06/shared-commitment-improving-chemical-facility-safety-and-
security. 
 
2014 GREAT NORTHEAST SHAKEOUT NEARS 
Massachusetts will once again participate in the Great NorthEast ShakeOut earthquake drill.  In 2014, 
the ShakeOut will be held on October 16 at 10:16 a.m. (ShakeOut is always on the third Thursday of 
October). Last year more than 300,000 people in the NorthEast participated and already more than 
56,000 people have registered for 2014. We are counting on you! Register or renew today at 
http://www.shakeout.org/northeast/register/. Additional details on the Great Northeast ShakeOut can 
be found at http://shakeout.org/northeast/. 
 
READY.GOV UPDATED SPANISH SITE 
FEMA’s Ready.gov in Spanish has a new look and feel. Visite la nueva página de Listo.gov para 
obtener consejos de preparación. 
 
NEMA’S 2014 BIENNIAL REPORT AVAILABLE 
The National Emergency Management Association’s (NEMA) 2014 Biennial Report, an in-depth 
analysis NEMA has conducted since 1996 is now available. The current report contains information 
on state emergency management organizational structure and personnel. It addresses the funding of 
these agencies, including the Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG), and how states 
pay for their share of disasters. For more information, go to www.nemaweborg/biennialreport. 
 
SUPPORT NESEC 
The Northeast States Emergency Consortium (NESEC) is a 501(c) (3) not for profit all-hazards 
emergency management organization, located in Wakefield, MA. Established in 1991, NESEC is the 
only all-hazard state consortium in the nation lead exclusively by State Directors of Emergency 
Management and is supported and funded by the Department of Homeland Security Federal 
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Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island and Vermont form the consortium. NESEC has a 
full-time Executive Director and assistant, and is governed by a Board of Directors comprised of the 
Directors of the State Emergency Management Agencies in the six New England States, New York, 
and New Jersey. NESEC develops, promotes, and coordinates comprehensive "all-hazards" 
emergency management activities throughout the Northeast. This includes all phases of emergency 
management: preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. NESEC's work is a vital component 
to planning and response for the safety and welfare of the over 40 million people living in the 
Northeast. NESEC works in partnership with federal, state and local governments, and private 
organizations to reduce losses of life and property when the next disaster strikes the Northeast. 
NESEC relies on support from individuals such as yourself to continue our important emergency 
management activities. There are several opportunities currently available for donating to NESEC:  
1) Support NESEC by Shopping at Amazon.com; 2) Support NESEC by Searching at GoodSearch; 3) 
Support NESEC with a Tax-Deductible Donation. 
You Can He 
NEDRIX PLANS ANNUAL OCTOBER CONFERENCE 
The Northeast Disaster Recovery Information X-Change (NEDRIX) is planning their annual 3-day 
conference for October 27-29, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency, Goat Island, Newport, RI. Information can 
be located at http://www.nedrix.com/upcoming.php on NEDRIX’s updated website.  
NEDRIX is a non-profit organization, formed in 1991, that provides continuity and crisis management 
professionals access to real time governmental agencies information during a crisis or event. This is 
accomplished through their Public/Private Sector (PPS) Directive and their automated notification 
tool, NEDRIX Notify. NEDRIX has PPS teams throughout the Northeast that are led by the Board 
Director of the PPS initiative. There are Team Leaders identified for each State along with Team 
Members that work with their State and local government to act as a liaison between the public and 
private sectors. 
 
MEMA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
MEMA is the state agency charged with ensuring the state is prepared to withstand, respond to, and 
recover from all types of emergencies and disasters, including natural hazards, accidents, deliberate 
attacks, and technological and infrastructure failures. MEMA's staff of professional planners, 
communications specialists and operations and support personnel is committed to an all hazards 
approach to emergency management. By building and sustaining effective partnerships with federal, 
state and local government agencies, and with the private sector - individuals, families, non-profits 
and businesses - MEMA ensures the Commonwealth's ability to rapidly recover from large and small 
disasters by assessing and mitigating threats and hazards, enhancing preparedness, ensuring 
effective response, and strengthening our capacity to rebuild and recover. 
 
FOLLOW MEMA AND GET IMPORTANT EMEREGENCY INFORMATION:  
TWITTER - (www.twitter.com/MassEMA),  FACEBOOK - (www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA), 
YouTube - (www.youtube.com/MassachusettsEMA), the MEMA WEBSITE - www.mass.gov/mema,  
READY MASSACHUSETTS - www.mass.gov/mema/ready. And do not forget to download 
Massachusetts Alerts app – (www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp. 
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