
 
December 28, 2012 

 
William F. Welch 
Senate Clerk 
Room 335–State House  
Boston, MA  02133 

 
Steven T. James 
House Clerk 
Room 145–State House 
Boston, MA  02133 

 
Dear Sirs: 

 
MassDevelopment is pleased to submit this first annual report of the Advanced 
Manufacturing Futures Program as required by Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2012, An Act 
Relative to Infrastructure Investment, Enhanced Competitiveness and Economic Growth 
in the Commonwealth. 

 
On August 7, 2012, Governor Patrick and the General Court of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts created the Advanced Manufacturing Futures Program and in doing so 
charged MassDevelopment to design and implement this program in consultation with 
the Secretary of Housing and Economic Development and the Advanced Manufacturing 
Collaborative. 

 
As the product of the merger between the Massachusetts Industrial Finance Agency and 
the Massachusetts Government Land Bank, MassDevelopment has since its inception 
worked with the manufacturing sector by both providing financial assistance to 
manufacturing companies and redeveloping properties that host manufacturers. 

 
On October 11, 2012, the MassDevelopment Board of Directors voted to transfer $1 
million from the Agency’s general funds in seed capital for the Advanced Manufacturing 
Futures Program (future funds from the Commonwealth could reimburse 
MassDevelopment). 

 
The program seeks to facilitate the growth and competitiveness in the field of 
manufacturing through grants, contracts, or loans.  Loans may be made only to 
manufacturing companies while grants may be made to: 

(1) Improve access to technical assistance for small and mid-sized manufacturers; 
(2) Encourage the adoption of new technologies and advanced manufacturing 

capabilities; 
(3) Educate individuals about career opportunities to support the future 

manufacturing worker pipeline; 
(4) Provide education and skills training through individualized career pathways 

programs; 



(5) Foster academic and industry collaboration; and 
(6) Support and partner within existing systems in the Commonwealth. 

 
In the less than four months since Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2012 went into effect, 
MassDevelopment has made significant progress on these goals as this Annual Report details. 
 

I. THE AMP IT UP! CAMPAIGN 
 
Working with branding consultant KHJ of Boston, MassDevelopment created the AMP it up! 
campaign to promote advanced manufacturing as an attractive career sector for young people.  
The “AMP” serves dual purposes as both an acronym for Advanced Manufacturing Program and 
as an active verb designed to get students energized about this exciting but often misunderstood 
field. 
 
In 2012, the campaign has taken place largely on-line via the AMP it up! website at 
www.ampitupma.com.  MassDevelopment runs this website (in addition to three other websites 
on the general operations of the Agency, Devens, and Village Hill Northampton), but AMP it up! 
has a notably more colorful look and edgier feel than most other quasi-governmental online 
offerings. 
 
The orange and purple colors of the campaign appeal to youths.  The logo is angled to denote 
action (as does the name of the campaign).  The homepage’s main graphic shows a young 
woman engaged in robotics.  The homepage of the website also features a pop-up graphic 
illustrating the potential earnings path of someone who chooses an advanced-manufacturing 
career.  This visual is in keeping with the twin aims of the campaign, namely, to show that 
advanced manufacturing represents a field that is both interesting and lucrative. 
 
To appeal to a population that spends a great deal of time online, AMP it up! devotes a great deal 
of attention to its Twitter presence (twitter.com/ampitupma).  As of the drafting of this Annual 
Report, the Twitter feed has been active for 85 days.  During this period, the AMP it up! team 
has tweeted more than 1.5 times/day (131 Tweets) and has gained nearly one follower/day (70 
followers). 
 

II. MAJOR ADVANCED MANUFACTURING FUTURES PROGRAM ACTIVITIES, 
AUGUST 7-DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 
The success of the AMP it up! campaign to date stems in large part from its high-profile 
introduction.  Lieutenant Governor Murray launched the campaign at a September 13 event held 
at the Avon headquarters of advanced manufacturer AccuRounds.  Hundreds of people attended 
to hear speakers such as Governor Patrick, EOHED Secretary/MassDevelopment Board Chair 
Bialecki, MassDevelopment President/CEO Marty Jones, and Northeastern University Professor 
Barry Bluestone.  Bluestone released “Staying Power II:  A Report Card on Manufacturing in 
Massachusetts 2012,” which he had prepared for the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, 
the Greater Boston Manufacturing Partnership, RBS Citizens Bank, and the Boston Foundation. 
 



On September 27, MassDevelopment held a central region economic development academy in 
Devens entitled “Choosing to Collaborate:  Encouraging Manufacturing in Central 
Massachusetts.”  Fifty-eight people attended this academy.  Bluestone presented the findings 
from his report, and three panels focused on manufacturing: 
 

1. Why Manufacturers Are Making It in Massachusetts 
Moderator: Melissa Fetterhoff, President & CEO, Nashoba Valley Chamber 
Panelists:  Mike Prior, Director of Business Development, MEP 
Dawn Creighton, Regional Director, Associated Industries of Massachusetts 
 

2. Creating the New Manufacturing Workforce  
Moderator: Dave McKeehan, President & CEO, North Central Mass Chamber 
Panelists:  Dr. Robert Antonucci, President, Fitchburg State University 
Daniel Asquino, PhD, President, Mount Wachusett Community College  
Sheila Harrity, Principal, Worcester Vocational Technical High School 
Kathy Rentsch, Dean of Business and Technology, Quinsigamond Community College 
 

3. New Tools for Regional Development:  Managing Energy Costs for Manufacturers 
Alicia Barton McDevitt, Executive Director & CEO, Mass. Clean Energy Center   

 William Codner, Program Manager, National Grid 
 
On October 18, building on his rollout of the AMP it up! campaign, Lieutenant Governor Murray  
announced MassDevelopment would provide up to $10,000 per grant in matching grants to 
eligible organizations that will create innovative programs focused on educating students and the 
adults in their lives about advanced manufacturing careers.  MassDevelopment accepted 
applications for these matching grants from October 18 through November 15.  Fifteen lead 
organizations with fifty partnering organizations applied for $150,000.    
 
Later that same day, EOHED Assistant Secretary for Innovation Policy Eric Nakajima spoke 
about AMP it up! at the Dialogue on Advanced Manufacturing Collaboration that took place at 
Raytheon’s Tewksbury facility. 
 
On October 25, Bluestone again presented the findings from his report to a MassDevelopment 
western region economic development academy, this one attended by 75 people in Northampton.  
After the academy, Marty Jones spoke at an event in Northampton on manufacturing that 
MassDevelopment cosponsored with Associated Industries of Massachusetts (AIM) and the 
Massachusetts Manufacturing Extension Partnership.  Thirty-five people attended this event, 
including a reporter from WWLP–TV of Springfield, which later aired an interview with Jones 
about AMP it up! 
 
On November 9, the AIM Public Affairs Council and Board of Economic Advisors hosted “A 
Discussion on the Future of Manufacturing in Massachusetts” in Boston that focused on the 
Bluestone report and included conversation on AMP it up!  
 
On November 27, the first meeting of the new Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative (AMC) 
Executive Committee took place in the Executive Office of Housing and Economic 



Development.  Murray, Bialecki, Nakajima, and Jones all talked along with several other private- 
and public-sector representatives about various aspects of the AMC’s work.  The AMP it up! 
campaign plays a prominent role in the agenda of the Promoting Manufacturing subcommittee of 
the AMC. 
 
Outcomes of the meeting included a December 6 conference call of the Promoting 
Manufacturing subcommittee that discussed topics including AMP it up! and the idea of an 
advanced manufacturing summit that could take place in early 2013. 
 
On December 17, Lou Gaviglia began work as the first MassDevelopment Vice President of 
Manufacturing Program Initiatives.  Gaviglia has 45 years of experience in the manufacturing 
sector throughout Massachusetts, having worked at companies such as Digital Equipment 
Corporation, Madison Cable Corporation, and Nypro.   
 
Also on December 17, MassDevelopment announced the ten matching-grant winners.  The 
Agency will work with the recipients on community-based programs and activities to dispel 
common misconceptions about manufacturing and bolster the prospective employee base for 
these quality jobs. 
 
On December 19, the Access to Capital Subcommittee met for the first time under the formalized 
AMC structure. 
 

III.  CONCLUSIONS 
 
In addition to continuing its work to promote economic growth throughout the Commonwealth, 
MassDevelopment had less than four months to work collaboratively to design, fund, launch, 
staff up, and report on its new advanced-manufacturing activities in 2012. 
 
Fortunately, MassDevelopment had a great deal of assistance in making so much happen in such 
a short period.  Special thanks for their guidance and help go to our key private-sector partners, 
namely, AMC Co-Chairs Edward Leyden of Ben Franklin Design and Manufacturing, and Mitch 
Tyson of Tyson Associates, and AMC Promoting Manufacturing Subcommittee Co-Chairs 
Alfred Cotton of Nypro and Michael Tamasi of AccuRounds.  Additional thanks for their 
leadership go to Lieutenant Governor Murray, Adam Freudberg, and Lauren Jones of the 
Lieutenant Governor’s Office; Secretary Bialecki, Eric Nakajima, and Matt Kitsos of the 
Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development; Marybeth Campbell of the Executive 
Offices of Education, Labor and Workforce Development and Housing and Economic 
Development; Pamela Goldberg, Patrick Larkin, and Christopher Scranton of the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative; Jack Healy of the Massachusetts Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership; Susan Houston of MassEcon; and Barry Bluestone of Northeastern University.  Any 
errors in this report are, of course, the responsibility of MassDevelopment alone. 
 
Working with these partners and new ones, MassDevelopment hopes to amp up the successes of 
its 2012 efforts to strengthen the Commonwealth’s advanced manufacturing sector in 2013. 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 

 
Marty Jones 
President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 


