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GOVERNOR PATRICK ANNOUNCES LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH CAPE WIND FOR USE OF THE 
SOUTH COAST MARINE COMMERCE TERMINAL 
BOSTON – Friday, September 12, 2014 – Governor Deval Patrick today joined Cape 
Wind Associate’s Jim Gordon to announce that Cape Wind has entered into a lease 
agreement with the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) to stage its 
historic, first-in-the-Nation offshore wind project out of the South Coast Marine 
Commerce Terminal located on New Bedford harbor, a project that from construction 
through operation will create hundreds of new jobs. MassCEC expects Cape Wind to 
begin operations at the terminal site in January 2015. 
  
“With this agreement and with the investments we have made in infrastructure like the 
South Coast Marine Commerce Terminal, we have positioned Massachusetts as a first-
in-the Nation hub for a new offshore wind industry that will bring jobs and a clean source 
of Massachusetts-made energy for future generations,” said Governor Patrick. 
  
The two-year lease agreement calls for Cape Wind to pay MassCEC $4.5 million in rent 
for use of the 28-acre facility. The South Coast Marine Commerce Terminal is the first 
facility of its kind in North America, and has been specifically designed to handle the 
heavy loads associated with the staging of offshore wind projects. The terms of the 
lease include an option for two one-year extensions. This week Cape Wind announced 
it will file a request for modification of its Construction and Operations Plan with the 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to allow the use of the South Coast Marine 
Commerce Terminal for deployment of the Cape Wind project. MassCEC broke ground 
on the terminal project in April 2013. Construction of the terminal is 80 percent complete 
and is scheduled to be completed in December 2014.  
  
“Adjacent to the largest offshore wind energy areas along the East Coast and within a 
community of skilled workers, the South Coast Marine Commerce Terminal is the 
perfect home for the nation’s first offshore wind development,” said Secretary of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs Maeve Vallely Bartlett. “We’re pleased that Cape Wind is 
making this commitment to become the terminal’s first customer.” 
  
“Building on our Nation-leading success in adoption of energy efficiency and solar 
power, offshore wind is the next big frontier in clean energy for Massachusetts,” said 
MassCEC CEO Alicia Barton. “The clean energy industry already employs 80,000 



workers and today’s announcement will fuel even greater clean energy job creation here 
in the Commonwealth.” 
  
“I am pleased that Cape Wind is notifying the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
that we would like to use New Bedford as a staging and assembly port and that we have 
signed a lease with the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center to use this new facility,” 
said Jim Gordon, President of Cape Wind. “Cape Wind hopes to be the first of many 
offshore wind projects that will operate out of New Bedford, creating jobs and economic 
development and once again make New Bedford an energy capital of the world.” 
  
The terminal, located inside New Bedford Harbor and protected by the hurricane barrier, 
was designed as a multi-purpose facility and engineered to sustain the heavy loads of 
some of the largest cranes in the world. More than 21 acres of the South Coast Marine 
Commerce Terminal’s main terminal site has the ability to sustain uniform loads of 
4,100 pounds per square foot and concentrated loads of up to 20,485 pounds per 
square foot. This allows for heavy cranes to be mobile throughout the site, increasing 
the efficiency of the facility and providing logistical flexibility for terminal operators. The 
terminal is positioned in close proximity to the Cape Wind project, as well as many other 
offshore wind planning areas along the East Coast including large development areas in 
federal waters off the coast of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
  
The U.S. Department of Energy projects 43,000 clean energy jobs will be created in the 
offshore wind industry nationally by 2030 and Massachusetts is poised to claim a strong 
portion of those jobs with its first-to-market position. Since 2009, the Commonwealth 
has been working with the federal government, tribes and local officials on the 
establishment of the Massachusetts Wind Energy Area. There are more than 742,000 
acres in federal waters off the shore of Massachusetts – the largest offshore wind 
planning area along the East Coast. The U.S. Department of Energy’s National 
Renewable Energy Lab estimates that the area has the potential to generate between 
4,000 and 5,000 megawatts of clean energy, enough to power more than half of the 
homes in Massachusetts. The federal government will be conducting an auction to 
lease this area for commercial wind energy development in December 2014. 
  
The Patrick Administration made strategic investments to position the Commonwealth 
as the national hub for emerging offshore wind industry. Along with the construction of 
the South Coast Marine Commerce Terminal, the Commonwealth has: 
  

 Constructed the Wind Technology Testing Center in Boston, the largest wind 
blade testing facility in North America, enabling the industry to advance blade 
technology and drive down costs; 

 Invested in workforce training programs aimed at preparing Massachusetts 
workers with the skills necessary to contribute to this emerging industry; 

 Commenced a supply chain analysis to survey and connect Massachusetts 
equipment, materials and services companies to offshore wind developers and 
contractors; 



 Conducted marine wildlife surveys in the region’s offshore wind planning area 
aimed at insuring the responsible development of future offshore wind projects; 
and 

 Begun a transmission study to assess the most cost effective routes and 
interconnection locations for incorporating offshore wind electricity into the grid. 

“I am very happy Cape Wind will be built in New Bedford. This is another key step 
toward developing wind energy off the Massachusetts coast and growing the clean 
energy economy on the South Coast and throughout the Commonwealth,” said Senator 
Warren. “Cape Wind will provide a lot of renewable power to families across our state, 
and, at the same time, it will create many good jobs. The staging and construction at 
South Terminal is a major part of this effort. Governor Patrick’s Administration deserves 
credit for its work to support this project and to make Massachusetts a leader in clean 
energy.” 
 
“As a nation, we have not only an opportunity, but a responsibility to solidify our role as 
a global leader in green technologies. Today's announcement of the agreement 
between the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and Cape Wind to use the South 
Coast Marine Commerce Terminal in New Bedford as a deployment center is an 
essential step toward this important goal,” said Congressman William R. Keating. “Cape 
Wind represents both the Commonwealth and the federal government’s commitment to 
investing in clean, renewable energy sources, and I am proud that Massachusetts is 
playing such a central role in transforming our Nation’s energy future.” 
  
“Clean sustainable energy such as offshore wind is the future if we want to rid ourselves 
of dependence on expensive foreign oil,” said Senator Mark Montigny. “Offshore wind is 
a job creator and New Bedford is poised to provide Massachusetts with the energy and 
jobs of tomorrow. The signing of a lease with Cape Wind is an important first step but 
more needs to be done through the expansion of offshore wind and cargo handling in 
the Port of New Bedford to ensure the economic viability and future long term success 
of the Marine Terminal.”  
  
“Today’s agreement means jobs,” said Representative Antonio F.D. Cabral. “The state 
built this terminal for projects like Cape Wind and to attract additional wind projects and 
the related businesses these projects rely on. We can make New Bedford and the 
South Coast the epicenter of America’s offshore wind energy.” 
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