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GOVERNOR PATRICK JOINS ENTREPENREURS TO 
DISCUSS HOW TECH COMPANIES CAN ‘SCALE UP’  
Second Meeting of Private-Public ‘Mass Scale’ Roundtable; Connects 
CEOs of Successfully Scaled-up Firms and High-Growth Companies 

 
BOSTON – Tuesday, September 23, 2014 – Governor Deval Patrick today joined 
technology leaders from around the Commonwealth at the second meeting of the Mass 
Scale CEO Roundtable. The event, which was organized by a group of leading tech 
sector CEOs, with support from the Commonwealth, brings together executives from 
established technology companies in Massachusetts, along with executives from 
emerging firms, to share best practices and lessons learned in growing business to 
scale in the state. 
 
“We work in partnership with industry and academia to create a Commonwealth where 
businesses can start and thrive,” said Governor Patrick. “As executives struggle with the 
unique challenges and decisions related to growing a successful company to scale, we 
are here to support them along the way. I’m grateful for these tech leaders’ efforts to 
work with us to support and retain successful innovation-based companies.” 
 
The goal of the Mass Scale program is to start an industry-led dialogue about the 
opportunities and challenges for scaling-up companies. The group focuses in on critical 
decision points companies often face on their pathways to growth and discusses ways 
to overcome obstacles and navigate the options. For the Commonwealth, this industry 
dialogue begins to foster a culture that values and celebrates the scale-up of tech 
companies, and helps identify ways the state can support the conditions for their 
growth.  
 
Governor Patrick and state leaders took part in the roundtable session which included 
tech industry executives Andy Ory of Acme Packet; Scott Savitz of Data Point Capital; 
Gail Goodman of Constant Contact; Michael Simon of LogMeIn; Colin Angle of iRobot, 
who served as the lead discussion facilitator; and the host of the event, Diane Hessan 
of Boston-based Communispace. The goal of this event is to start building an informal 
network among tech sector CEOs to share scaling up experiences and provide a 
launching pad for follow-on industry conversations.   
 
“Growing companies to scale is a topic I have been discussing with individual CEOs 
one-on-one for some time,” said Colin Angle, chairman and CEO of iRobot. “As a group 
in the Mass Scale Roundtable, we are able to reflect on the process of successfully 



scaling-up our own enterprises in Massachusetts and to share our insight with 
executives of rising, high-growth, high-potential tech companies. They are appreciative 
of the interest and support from both established CEOs and the Commonwealth, and 
are able to take away guidance and input about their particular stages of growth. I hope 
Mass Scale’s industry-led dialogue is a step toward facilitating a more conducive culture 
and climate for scaling-up across the state.” 
 
“Scaling a technology company from a handful of employees to hundreds requires more 
than a founder’s vision; it requires an ecosystem of talent, collaboration and support 
across industry, academia and government,” sai Ric Calvillo, co-founder and CEO of 
Nanigans, a 4-year-old advertising automation software company headquartered in 
Boston that employs 175 people globally. “The technology sector is key to cultivating 
the long-term economic vitality and competitiveness of our region, so we look forward to 
participating in a dialogue around the unique challenges and opportunities facing rapidly 
growing technology companies in Massachusetts.” 

The Mass Scale program was created as part of the Mass Tech Hub Collaborative, an 
initiative created by the Commonwealth in 2009 to motivate greater collaboration across 
industry, academia and government in the digital and IT sector. This is the second 
meeting of the group, following its launch in May 2014.  
 
The Governor was joined at the Mass Scale event by Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Gregory Bialecki, along with executives from the 
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MassTech).  
 
“Programs like Mass Scale are bringing people together who are focused on choosing 
growth to scale,” said Secretary Bialecki. “Together these companies are enhancing the 
competitiveness of the state’s innovation industry for generations to come.” 
 
MassTech and the Mass Competitive Partnership are co-sponsoring new research by 
the Industrial Performance Center at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology which is 
analyzing data and conducting interviews about how innovative companies grow to 
scale in the Massachusetts economy. The research will produce key insights to inform a 
common understanding of scaling-up issues in Massachusetts and identify ways the 
public and private sectors can intervene to best support how companies grow across 
the Commonwealth.   
 
“This research will help us supplement the insightful feedback we’ve received from the 
tech leaders through the Mass Scale program,” said Pamela Goldberg, CEO of the 
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative. “The data from this research will provide an 
overall sense of the landscape for scale in the Commonwealth and the industry effects 
and patterns occurring in the region.” 

The state-supported research from MIT is expected to be completed in time for the next 
Mass Scale meeting, targeted for the end of the year. 
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