
For Immediate Release - October 03, 2014  

Department of Early Education and Care and Boston 
Public Schools Highlight Success of IBM Family Literacy 

Initiative 

BOSTON – The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) and Boston Public Schools today announced the 

success of a partnership with IBM to increase family literacy and support early childhood development. This effort 

supplements existing adult education programs with proven family literacy resources that help to strengthen parents’ 

literacy skills and give them tools to support their children’s reading and language development. 

  

This partnership is part of the Commonwealth’s successful Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge plan, a four 

year blueprint for advancement of child, youth, and community outcomes in Massachusetts. The Commonwealth 

received a $50 million award from the Obama Administration to implement high-energy, achievable education 

reform initiatives that blaze the trail for closing the achievement gap. 

  

“The two generational approach of supporting parents' literacy skills so they can facilitate their children's learning is 

helping to ensure their future prosperity and that of our Commonwealth," said Early Education and Care 

Commissioner Tom Weber. "Boston Public Schools and IBM have been strong partners in engaging families in the 

classroom and providing them with tools and strategies for fostering their children's learning at home."   

  

Through this partnership, IBM donated its Reading Companion early literacy educational technology to Boston 

Public Schools' Family Literacy Center. Reading Companion is literacy software hosted in the digital, online cloud 

that uses voice recognition technology to help children and adults learn how to read proficiently. The IBM Reading 

Companion software assists families that are working to improve their English language and literacy skills and 

strengthens parents’ ability to help their children develop early language and literacy skills and bolster their school 

readiness. Funding from EEC’s grant has provided services to approximately 135 families over the past three years.   

  

"In the Boston Public Schools we engage with parents so they can become partners in their children's education," 

said BPS Interim Superintendent John McDonough. "This partnership with EEC and IBM allows us to help parents 

and students work together with our great teachers, which is helping eliminate achievement gaps to position every 

child for success." 

  

"IBM congratulates Massachusetts, which earned Race to the Top grants, and the Boston Public Schools on 

receiving a grant of the IBM Reading Companion software." said Cathleen Finn, IBM New England Corporate 

Citizenship Manager. "Boston is clearly in the vanguard when it comes to providing innovative educational models 



for parents of school-aged children to support student achievement. We thought it was only right that the private 

sector, led by IBM, support its efforts by providing exciting technology such as Reading Companion that have 

proven to be a valuable component of their programs."   

  

The Boston Public Schools' Family Literacy Center integrated the early literacy strategy with their adult and family 

literacy program, and staff at these programs completed training in early childhood literacy development to enhance 

their capacity to support parents and families. Educators created and managed online classrooms for parents and 

students via the IBM Reading Companion website. Both parents and children accessed and benefited from the 

software, which will track the increase in their language and literacy skills over time. 

 

Developed by IBM researchers working in partnership with schools and not-for-profit organizations, Reading 

Companion is effective, innovative and easy to use. Users wearing headset microphones log on to the Reading 

Companion website and are presented with material to read. A digital mentor "reads" a phrase to the user, who then 

repeats the words. The digital mentor provides immediate feedback on pronunciation. As the user's skill improves, 

less material is automatically narrated. Users can create original e-books and publish them to a virtual library 

available to any participant worldwide. 

 

Nearly 200,000 new readers in 3,600 schools and nonprofit organizations in 50 countries use Reading Companion. 

Valued at $10,000 per grant site, Reading Companion reflects a $36 million IBM investment to promote English 

literacy around the globe. 

### 



 

Early Education and Care Commissioner Tom Weber observes a student at the Boston Public Schools' Family Literacy 

Center use the IBM Reading Companion software program, which uses voice recognition technology to help children and 

adults learn how to read proficiently. Photo credit: IBM  

 


