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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
12/13/13 PARCC TRT Snapshot 
2/28/14 Deadline for completing the Office of Digital Learning survey  
End Of Feb. 2014 Deadline for Tech Plan Submissions 
 
 
PARCC READINESS 
 
Tech Readiness Tool (TRT) Collection Date December 13, 2013 
With the Technology Readiness Tool snapshot fast approaching on December 13th, we urge all 
districts to check their submission status on the TRT prior to the collection date. The data you 
provide assists in our ability to substantiate the need for statewide supports. The June 2013 TRT 
snapshot provided ESE leadership and legislators a substantial amount of data to inform their 
position on the Bond Bill. Districts with incomplete data will receive an email from ESE 
leadership. 
 
In August of 2013, there was an update to the TRT. That update will cause some of you to have 
a status of “Not Complete” when you may have previous been marked as “Complete.” See the 
steps below for information on how to check your status. 
 
Go to "Set Up" ... "Mark Data Entry Complete". Select all your schools and mark the data entry 
complete. You will get a screen that tells you which errors are actually "errors" in the data and 
which are just “atypical data.” The "errors" need to be corrected to show your data entry as 
complete. The “atypical data” does not need to be changed to show your data entry as 
complete. Please send any questions to TechTool@doe.mass.edu. 
 

http://www.capecodtoday.com/article/2013/11/20/22847-house-unanimously-passes-869-million-info-technology-bill
mailto:TechTool@doe.mass.edu


   
ESE Board Votes for PARCC Transition 
At its regular meeting on Nov. 19, Board voted to adopt the Commissioner’s recommended 
transition plan to give the state two years to try out the PARCC assessments before a 
determination is made, by a vote of the Board, whether or not to adopt and fully implement 
PARCC. See the letter from the Commissioner to Superintendents. 
 
Important new release! 
The System Check Tool, one of the available supports from Pearson, is available on the PARCC 
website. This tool is designed to help district and school 
technology personnel begin to assess their overall 
technology readiness for computer-based testing. 

Back to top 
 
EDWIN UPDATES 
 
We are glad so many of you had the opportunity to explore the Edwin System on our 
roadshows in early November. We reached over 1000+ educators across the state! Thanks to 
those who attended for your participation and support.  
 
Seeking RTTT Districts: Edwin Teaching and Learning Rollout 
Now is your time to experience this instructional tool developed for Massachusetts educators!  
ESE is currently seeking districts for the next phase of Edwin Teaching and Learning Rollout. 
We have over 60 districts using this tool.  If you are a Race to the Top district that has not yet 
implemented your Project 5A Instructional Improvement System, please contact our team now 
at edwint&l@doe.mass.edu. To start the rollout in your district, you can choose 3-10 people to 
be trained in a train-the-trainer format. They will attend 4, one-hour webinars over the course 
of 6-10 weeks. Participants will also have access to dynamic online modules to work through at 
their own pace to explore the Teaching and Learning system. They will get a great feel for the 
program and begin to think about how it aides in achieving your district goals. Contact us as 
soon as possible: edwint&l@doe.mass.edu. Non-RTTT districts will have their opportunity to 
rollout Edwin starting in 2014. Check the Edwin website for details. 
 
Edwin Analytics 
Early Warning Indicator System (EWIS) data for 2013-14 school year now available! 
EWIS, a free tool that every public school district in the Commonwealth may access, identifies 
whether students are on track to meet relevant academic goals throughout their academic 
trajectory. ESE has now posted 2013-14 Early Warning Indicator System (EWIS) data to Edwin 
Analytics, which districts access through the Security Portal. The three reports available for all 
students enrolled in grades 1-12 include a Student List (EW601), a District View (EW301), and a 
Graphical View (EW302) that includes longitudinal trends. Users may filter each report to 
examine a specific school, grade level, and/or student group. If you have any questions, please 
contact the Edwin team at edwin@doe.mass.edu or connect with us on Twitter @Edwin_DESE 

Back to top 

http://www.parcconline.org/technology
http://ericconti.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/11-27-13-mdc-parcc-letter-to-supers.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/technology
http://www.parcconline.org/technology
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https://gateway.edu.state.ma.us/
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS VIRTUAL SCHOOLS (CMVS) 
 
Update on New Schools 
The Department received one application, from The Education Cooperative (TEC) for a new 
Commonwealth Virtual School proposed to open next fall. A panel of ESE staff and outside 
experts are currently reviewing the application. A public hearing regarding the application will 
be held December 16, 3:00-4:30 p.m. at the Department’s offices in Malden.  The hearing will 
offer an opportunity to comment virtually; details will be posted at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/ . In addition, the public is invited to submit written 
comments to odl@doe.mass.edu by January 6, 2014. Following an interview with the applicant, 
the Department will make its recommendations to the Board of Education, which will vote on 
February 25 whether to grant a certificate for the proposed new virtual school.  
 
New FAQ on Virtual Schools 
Check out the Department’s new FAQ page on virtual schools, including questions and answers 
for parents, districts, and virtual school providers. The FAQ for districts covers topics such as 
how schools will be notified if a student from their district decides to attend a virtual school, 
what the fee will be, which school will be responsible for the cost of special education services, 
and how districts can restrict enrollment if they so choose. If you have questions that are not 
answered on this page, feel free to send them to odl@doe.mass.edu. 

Back to top 
DISTRICT READINESS 
 
Update on SchoolSpeedTest Month with our Partner Education Superhighway 
We would like to thank everyone who participated in the Massachusetts SchoolSpeedTest 
Month in October. Thanks to your efforts; we collected Internet speeds from 1,054 schools 
from 302 districts across the state. With this data we can map the Internet speeds of 51% of 
Massachusetts schools, locate schools that need upgrades, and use evidence-based planning to 
make high-impact changes to improve Internet for Massachusetts students.  
At the conclusion of the test, we had: 

• 302 districts (70% of districts in our database) 
• 1054 schools (51% of school sites) 
• 602 of those schools took 7+ tests (23% of total) - indicating we have strong testing 

depth in our sample. 

Feel free to continue collecting SchoolSpeedTests to add more data to the collection database. 
It will be continually updated. 
 
Reminder, you can access your graphs. When asked, enter MA unique password: aveixtia 
Note: We are sharing this password with all of you with the expectation that it will only be used 
by decision making district personnel. Please protect the confidentiality of your data and your 
fellow colleagues’ data. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/app-process.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
mailto:odl@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/faq.html?faq=ParentsStudents
mailto:odl@doe.mass.edu
http://partners.schoolspeedtest.org/massachusetts.html
http://www.schoolspeedtest.org/stats/district.html


 
Technology Plan Approvals 
An approved technology plan is currently required for any district or school that applies for 
Priority 2 E-rate funds (used for internal connections). Recently, because of a funding shortage, 
only districts and schools with at least 75% of students eligible for free or reduced lunch are 
receiving Priority 2 funding.  

We encourage districts to engage in technology planning, and if other federal technology 
funding should become available in the future, it is likely that districts will be required to have a 
plan in order to be eligible to apply for it. To receive a technology plan approval letter, districts 
need to complete the following: 

• Long-range district technology plan (though at least June 2015) 
• Massachusetts Digital Learning Survey 
• PARCC Technology Readiness Tool 

 
You will be asked to submit a link to your technology plan as part of the Digital Learning Survey.  
If you prefer, you can also email the plan, or a link to it, to odl@doe.mass.edu by the end of 
February. If you are requesting an approval letter for E-rate, your plan should run through June 
2015 or later.  
 
Digital Learning Survey 
Look for information on the second annual Digital Learning Survey in January. This survey, 
combined with the PARCC Technology Readiness Tool, takes the place of the online technology 
reporting that took place through the Department’s security portal prior to 2013. The survey 
provides an opportunity for district to share what they are doing—and to learn what other 
districts are doing through the annual report based on the survey data. The deadline for 
completing the survey will be February 28, 2014.  

 
Update on E-rate modernization 
Office of Digital Learning staff heard from a number of federal officials at the recent meeting of 
the State Educational Technology Directors Association (SETDA). Michael Steffen, Director of 
Digital Learning at the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), talked about the hundreds 
of comments that the FCC had received in response to its proposal to modernize-rate, saying 
that there is consensus that schools and libraries need more robust bandwidth. He referred to 
this as a “transformative moment in education” and “an opportunity to do something really 
big.” Cecilia Muñoz, the President’s advisor on domestic policy, concurred, saying that the 
President is excited about his ConnectED initiative, which aims to connect 99 percent of 
America’s students to the Internet through high-speed broadband and high-speed wireless 
within 5 years. Although a number of commenters have recommended increasing funding for E-
rate; that is not the main focus of the modernization plan. Rather, the proposed changes focus 
more on how to increase the broadband capacity of schools, with the possibility of phasing out 
support for things like telephone services. The FCC plans to make a decision on the new E-rate 
rules as early as the spring of 2014, and they would go into effect in 2015. You can read the list 

mailto:odl@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/etreport/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/06/06/what-connected


of proposed changes on the FCC website. 
Back to top 

DIGITAL LITERACY 
 
Celebrate Computer Science Education Week  
Join thousands of students and educators across the state—plus millions more across the 
globe--in celebrating Computer Science Education Week December 9-15!  According to the 
organizers, computer science is “fundamental to all occupations in the 21st century and one 
where high-paying jobs are growing rapidly.” This year’s event aims to get 10 million students 
to participate in our hour of coding as a way of encouraging interest in the field and showing 
that anyone can learn the basics. The program’s website offers self-guided tutorials for all ages, 
lesson plans that teach coding without access to computers, videos, and more. By the middle of 
November, nearly 100 Massachusetts schools or districts had signed up, with approximately 
50,000 students participating. You can view a list of other Massachusetts schools that are 
participating.  
 
Students Focus on Digital Learning Issues 
At the meeting of the State Student Advisory Council (SSAC) in August, student leaders from 
across the state voted to make digital learning the focus of their activities. Students expressed 
interest in topics such as improving schools’ infrastructure, BYOD policies, technology funding, 
technology literacy, and virtual courses. Since every school elects two delegates to serve on a 
regional and/or state council, you may have a chance meet some of these passionate young 
leaders and help to support their projects. To learn more about the state and regional councils 
and how they operate, see the Department’s website.  
 
White House Hosts Student Video Contest 
The White House has announced its first-ever video contest created just for K-12 students. The 
President is looking for videos that highlight the power of technology in schools. Finalists will 
have their short films shown at the White House and possibly on the White House website. 
Videos must be one to three minutes in length and must uploaded to YouTube or Vimeo. The 
deadline for submitting videos is January 29, 2014. Details are on the White House blog. 
 

Back to top 
 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND ACCESSIBILITY 
 
To help you stay current on issues impacting students with disabilities, take a look at the AT 
Program News, a free newsletter. The current issue features information on new web 
accessibility standards, accessibility validators, free webinars on accessible web sites, and tools 
that can help students learn. You can sign up to receive the newsletter by email. You might also 
want to sign up for the newsletter published by the state’s assistive technology program, 
MassMATCH. 
 

http://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-launches-update-e-rate-broadband-schools-and-libraries
http://csedweek.org/
http://csedweek.org/events/schools
http://www.doe.mass.edu/sac/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/filmfestival
http://atprogramnews.typepad.com/files/2013-november-web-accessibility-growing-pains-atpn.htm
http://atprogramnews.typepad.com/files/2013-november-web-accessibility-growing-pains-atpn.htm
http://www.massmatch.org/whatsnew/newsletter.php


Back to top 
CONNECTIONS 
 
Twitter 
Follow the Office of Digital Learning on Twitter for up-to-date information. 
 
Subscribe to the Commissioner’s Updates 
The Commissioner’s weekly update provides valuable information on key statewide initiatives, 
many of which may be of interest to technology directors. Superintendents, principals, and 
charter school leaders will receive the Commissioner’s Updates automatically. For others 
wishing to subscribe, send an email to imailsrv@list1.doe.mass.edu with the following 
information in the body of the email: subscribe ESEUpdate Your Name. (Example: subscribe 
ESEUpdate John Smith) To unsubscribe, send an email to the same address with the following 
information in the body: unsubscribe ESEUpdate Your Name. (Example: unsubscribe ESEUpdate 
John Smith) 
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