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GOVERNOR PATRICK RECOGNIZED FOR 
ADMINISTRATION’S EFFORTS TO INVEST AND SPUR 
GROWTH IN THE COMMONWEALTH’S  GATEWAY 
CITIES 
Governor Receives Gateway Cities Championship Award for his 
Leadership in Creating Jobs and Boosting Economic Development Across 
Gateway Cities 
 
BOSTON - Thursday, November 13, 2014 - Governor Deval Patrick was today awarded 
MassINC’s Gateway Cities Championship Award for the historic infrastructure 
improvements, job creation efforts, affordable housing preservation initiatives and work 
to prevent homelessness that his Administration has prioritized over the last eight years. 
These investments and others have helped the state’s Gateway Cities compete and 
succeed in today’s 21st century economy.   
 
“Working together with the Legislature, business leadership, labor and many others, we 
have governed for the long-term interests of Massachusetts, we have invested in our 
people and our future, and we have served the whole state,” said Governor Patrick. 
“Government cannot and should not do everything, but through both reform and 
investments in education, innovation and infrastructure, we are creating jobs and 
spurring economic growth throughout Massachusetts.”   
 

As part of his commitment to serve the whole state and help revitalize the 
Commonwealth’s 26 Gateway Cities, Governor Patrick launched the Gateway Cities 
Initiative in 2008.  The Initiative was designed to promote economic development in 
economically challenged areas and, to date, has delivered strong results in the form of 
jobs, private development, affordable housing and improved access to open spaces in 
the Gateway Cities.  
 
Over the past eight years, Governor Patrick has worked with the Legislature and 
Congress to direct over $1 billion in federal and state tax credits and state housing 
program subsidies to projects that improve the state's affordable housing, create jobs 
and build stronger communities. These investments have generated more than 23,000 
jobs and 20,000 housing units; 16,000 of which are affordable.  
 



“The Patrick Administration has taken a comprehensive approach to providing support 
to Gateway Cities so they can grow and prosper,” said Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Greg Bialecki. “By committing to strategic investments in 
infrastructure, job creation and affordable housing developments, we have helped 
jumpstart growth and economic development in our Gateway Cities.” 
 
Recognizing that major infrastructure investments are required to redevelop Gateway 
Cities, Governor Patrick established a goal of spending at least 50 percent of 
MassWorks Grant funding on Gateway Cities. MassWorks is the Commonwealth’s 
primary program for making discretionary infrastructure investments. To date, 
MassWorks has invested over $180 million in 101 projects across the Commonwealth, 
with an average of 51 percent going to Gateway Cities. In Brockton, the state invested 
$15 million to fund the redevelopment of an entire block in downtown near the 
commuter rail station.  The Enterprise Block’s private developers have started on 
55,000 square feet of new commercial space and the construction of 113 new housing 
units.  In Worcester, the state invested $27.25 million for the City Square Project, a 
multi-phase project that will replace a failed urban-renewal era mall on 21 acres in 
downtown Worcester. The project features over 2.2 million square feet of mixed-used 
space, including 350 housing units, 214,000 square feet of office space, pedestrian-
friendly streetscapes and open space, all within walking distance of Union Station. For a 
full list of MassWorks projects in Gateway Cities, click here.  
 

A key issue facing many of the Commonwealth’s Gateway Cities has been increasing 
the income and housing diversity within the city, particularly in downtown areas. In order 
to address the issue of market rate and affordable housing in Gateway Cities, the 
Patrick Administration has invested in housing projects that have spurred substantial 
private investments. The Housing Development Incentive Program, for example, 
provides a 10 percent state income tax credit and a local real estate tax incentive when 
developers substantially rehab buildings to create new market rate housing. In Haverhill, 
the Cordovan, an affordable housing project located in Haverhill’s smart growth district, 
created 63 affordable units and 242 market rate units. Developers are now proceeding 
on an ambitious mixed-use development in Haverhill called Harbor Place, replacing a 
long vacant retail site.  
 
In an effort to address the high homelessness rates in Gateway Cities, the 
Commonwealth expanded its rental assistance program for the first time in 24 years to 
help families transition out of shelters. Additionally, the Patrick Administration has 
devoted a large portion of federal funding for neighborhood stabilization in Gateway 
Cities to prevent foreclosures and target particular properties where acquisition and 
rehabilitation would have strategic value.  Since 2009, MassHousing and the Mass 
Housing Partnership have provided mortgages to approximately 6,000 first-time 
homebuyers in Gateway cities, representing 11 percent of the market share in those 
communities.  
 

In addition, since the Economic Development Incentive Program was reformed by the 
Governor and the Legislature in 2010, the program has awarded $38.5 million in 
investment tax credits to 92 projects in Gateway Cities leading to the potential creation 



of 4,329 new jobs and the retention of 13,441 jobs. These investments have triggered 
$1.4 billion in private investments. 
 
In an effort to close achievement gaps, Governor Patrick proposed a Gateway Cities 
education agenda in 2011 to eliminate gaps that disproportionately affect students living 
in poverty, students of color, students with disabilities, and students who are English 
language learners in Gateway Cities. The Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 budget includes an 
additional $2.5 million to support the implementation of the Gateway Cities Education 
Agenda, and in particular, strategies focusing on supporting English language learners 
and career readiness for high school students. Under Governor Patrick’s leadership, 
Massachusetts schools have shown substantial progress in closing achievement gaps 
where they are most persistent, including students of color, students who speak English 
as a second language and students with learning disabilities. The most recent MCAS 
results released this year by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
show that since 2007, 10th grade students across all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
have made impressive progress, including a 24-point increase for African American 
students and a 26-point increase for Hispanic students in English Language Arts. Math 
results show a similar positive trend with a 28-point increase for African American 
students and a 24-point increase for Hispanic students since 2007. 
 

There are 26 Gateway Cities across the Commonwealth. In order to be considered a 
Gateway City, municipalities must have a population between 35,000 and 250,000, a 
median household income below the state average and a rate of educational attainment 
of a bachelor’s degree that is below the state average. 
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