
DEVENS – Thursday, February 27, 2014 – Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki today toured
the Advanced Manufacturing Workforce Certification Center at Mount Wachusett Community College in Devens.  

During the tour, a live training class was in session, providing a firsthand glimpse of the hard work that occurs at the
center on a daily basis. The tour highlighted the center’s ability to provide space and tools for hands-on experience to
participants seeking skills recognized by their industry as critical to their success.

“These centers are the driving forces behind providing our workforce with the skills they need to compete, and are a
critical part of the reason why Massachusetts is leading the nation in growing a 21  century advanced manufacturing
sector,” said Secretary Bialecki. “We remain committed to supporting this vital industry and ensuring a strong
manufacturing workforce for our future.”

“Mount Wachusett Community College is proud to be recognized as an educational leader that delivers quality,
advanced level training to learners of all ages. We are fortunate to be selected as stewards of federal and state
resources that enable us to build upon our successful community and industry partnerships, in collaboration with the
Commonwealth, to bring the very best training opportunities to our regional workforce,” said MWCC President Daniel M.
Asquino.

The center is funded in part by the federal $20 million Community Colleges grant, provides industry-recognized
assessments to companies looking to evaluate current and potential staff in the areas of mechanical, electrical and
programmable logic circuitry skills. The center also serves as a venue for industry meetings and workshops and is a
resource to the region.

Mt. Wachusett Community College was also chosen as the recipient of a grant in 2012 as part of Governor
Patrick’sCommunity College initiative to put more people in Massachusetts back to work and to strengthen the
connections between community colleges, employers and the workforce. The $272,000 grant was used to increase
college readiness and ultimate attendance rates, improvement of student success at the College and a new commitment
to civic engagement activity.

Other assessments, including the nationally recognized WorkKeys program, are available to employers. Curriculum
designed to meet specific incumbent worker training needs is also available, as is the ability to work with companies to
develop grant proposals for training through the state Workforce Training Fund.

Prior to the tour, Secretary Bialecki led a roundtable discussion with the North Central Advanced Manufacturing
Consortia, comprised of workforce, education and employer partners to discuss the partnership work to support
manufacturing in the region and future plans, including an update on the current Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund,
grants from the U.S. Department of Labor, and Rapid Response grants.   

This meeting is one in a series taking place at manufacturing sites across the Commonwealth to discuss regional
manufacturing partnerships. These partnerships are led by workforce, education and business leaders who are working
together to train entry level workers to increase the talent pipeline and training incumbent workers as part of succession
planning for hundreds of manufacturers across the state.

To learn more about the Administration’s Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative and the work it is doing to support the
industry, click here.
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