
Worcester– Monday, September 8, 2014 – Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki today met with
students and faculty at Blackstone Valley Technical High School to discuss the growing needs and challenges of the
manufacturing workforce in the Blackstone Valley Region. During his visit, Secretary Bialecki also joined with state and
local officials to announce a $55,000 grant to the Blackstone Valley Education Foundation (BVEF) to support and
expand its manufacturing career awareness campaign.

“Vocational technical high schools are providing our future workforce with the skills they need to compete in the
manufacturing industry,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki. “Through our strong
partnerships with schools such as Blackstone, we are ensuring a strong manufacturing workforce for our future.”

During the tour, Secretary Bialecki observed students in the Electronics & Manufacturing Technology, Manufacturing &
Engineering Technology and Drafting & Engineering Technology programs. Also a live training class was in session,
providing a firsthand glimpse of the hard work that occurs at Blackstone Valley Technical High School on a daily basis.

“Leveraging public education and training resources to meet the hiring needs of employers, particularly in advanced
manufacturing and IT, has been a key priority of the Patrick Administration,” said Labor and Workforce Development
Secretary Rachel Kaprielian. “Technical high schools like Blackstone Valley play a critical role in helping to shape the
future workforce for these industries.”

"We are delighted to receive Secretary Bialecki's encouragement and support for the expansion of our Engineering
Technology programs," said Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick, noting that Valley Tech hopes to further
support the needs of the manufacturing workforce through the establishment of a standalone program in Engineering
Technology.

Fitzpatrick noted that Blackstone Valley Tech hopes to further support the needs of the manufacturing workforce through
the establishment of a standalone program in Engineering Technology.

Following the tour, Secretary Bialecki joined with state and local officials to announce a $55,000 grant to the Blackstone
Valley Education Foundation (BVEF) to support and expand its manufacturing career awareness campaign. The
Blackstone Valley Education Foundation (BVEF) will establish a pilot program known as the Mass Manufacturing
Pipeline Program (M2P2)  to provide collaboration between its member public school districts and area manufacturers,
including identifying prospective students, offering on-site training sessions and creating a recommended technical
skills-oriented curriculum.

The Mass Manufacturing Pipeline Program is based on the premise that more students need to be educated about the
opportunities that exist for careers in advanced manufacturing and the skills necessary to succeed in those careers.
BVEF will take a lead role in securing partnerships between its eleven member school districts and local manufacturers
in establishing a template for an internship and work placement program that can be piloted in the Blackstone Valley.

“I am delighted to support this project,” said Representative John V. Fernandes (D-Milford), Founder and House Chair of
the Legislative Manufacturing Caucus. “It is critical that we facilitate the development of the strong nexus between
educational and training opportunities and the specialized worker skills required by today’s manufacturing companies.
I’m proud to help deliver the message that manufacturing in the Commonwealth today is vital and innovative and
provides myriad career opportunities that did not exist a decade ago.”
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The pilot program will work to address the shortage of manufacturing training program capacity available at member
high schools, both vocational and traditional schools, for the number of students who seek more hands-on training and
exposure to manufacturing as a possible entry career.

The Patrick Administration is committed to supporting the growth of advanced manufacturing in Massachusetts, an
industry that is expected to require 100,000 jobs in the next decade and offers careers in a sector with an average
annual salary of $75,000.

In 2011, Governor Patrick created the Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative, a group comprised of leaders from
industry, academia and government working together to enhance the competitiveness of Massachusetts manufacturing
in 2011. In June 2013, Governor Patrick announced the creation of the Advanced Manufacturing Regional Partnership
Academy, a first-in-the-Nation program designed to meet the manufacturing industry’s future workforce needs. The
Academy provides hands-on learning opportunities, and tool and peer-education to regional leaders, helping eliminate
one of the industry’s chief concerns of finding well-trained employees to fill available jobs in manufacturing.

To learn more about the Administration’s Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative and the work it is doing to support the
industry, click here.

The Blackstone Valley Vocational Regional School District was formed in 1964 to provide an exciting and rewarding
career education option for students in the towns of Bellingham, Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon,
Milford, Millbury, Millville, Northbridge, Sutton, Upton and Uxbridge, Massachusetts. The school serves approximately
1,200 students a year.

Throughout its fifty-year history, Valley Tech has efficiently and cost-effectively served the future workforce needs of the
region. In partnership with local colleges, businesses and economic development agencies, the system works toward
enhancing the economic, social and historic strengths of the region while promoting opportunities for students and
creating solutions for employers. The school has an enviable benchmark of 100% placement of graduates with career or
educational paths suited to their talents and ambitions and which address the needs of business and industry. The
school’s website is www.valleytech.k12.ma.us.
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http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/initiatives/manufacturing/advanced-manufacturing-collaborative.html
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/

