
PATRICK ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR EQUIPMENT TO TRAIN STUDENTS FOR
21  CENTURY CAREERS AT CAREER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOOLS AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES

 

BOSTON – Wednesday, September 17, 2014- The Patrick Administration today announced the launch of the Industry
Training Capital Equipment grant program, expanding its support of training programs at career technical high schools
and community colleges by providing large scale grant funding to qualifying institutions for the upgrade and purchase of
equipment to support hands-on learning of industry relevant skills. 

The capital equipment program will fund large scale grants between $250,000 and $1.25 million for the purchase of
equipment to prepare students for careers in high demand industries such as advanced manufacturing, information
technology, hospitality and mechanical and technical skills. Specifically, the program seeks to provide schools with
support to enhance their education and workforce pipeline by upgrading and replacing training facilities that have
outdated equipment and establishing new programs with 21st century, industry-relevant equipment.  The grant
equipment will help to improve the skills of students enrolling in these programs, increase the number of students who
can access training and will allow employers to have access to a greater pool of qualified talent.  Furthermore, the grant
program will support increased capacity for programs to meet enrollment demand and offer a strong return on
investment for the school and for employer partners.

“Our community colleges and vocational technical schools provide the educational training, coupled with hands-on
applications that is needed to prepare students for the jobs of the 21st century global economy,” said Governor Deval
Patrick. “By ensuring these schools are equipped with modern tools and training needed to thrive in our workforce, we
are ensuring a strong economic future for our Commonwealth.”

“Training students for careers in today’s global economy requires providing schools with cutting-edge equipment to help
students succeed,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki. “Through our strong partnerships
with vocational technical schools and community colleges, we are helping build the talent pipeline.”

The grant program will also provide another element of support to the Patrick Administration’s efforts to close the skills
gap. Governor Patrick recently signed the Growth and Opportunity Act which provides $12 million for a Middle Skills
Training Fund to meet workforce demand in advanced manufacturing, information technology, hospitality and mechanical
and technical skills.  This dynamic package of resources will serve to increase the scale and output of programs to meet
employer needs.

“For our students to be successful we must provide them with relevant hands-on learning experiences that prepare them
for high-demand careers,” said Secretary of Education Matthew Malone. “Investments like this one are among the best
we can make because they will impact our Commonwealth for years to come.”
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“The Patrick Administration recognizes that the Commonwealth’s vocational schools are another important resource in
building the pipeline of skilled workers to fill not only current job vacancies but also future opportunities in 21  Century
jobs,” said Labor and Workforce Secretary Rachel Kaprielian.

This new grant program builds on recent capital equipment investments at community colleges and career technical
programs. For example, in May 2013, Springfield Technical Community College received $1.2 million to expand its
Mechanical Engineering Technology facility and add several new pieces of hands on training equipment for advanced
manufacturing. With this expanded program, the College has increased its enrollment from 40 students to now
accommodate 103 students and hire two new instructors for program.  In April 2014, Governor Patrick announced a
$1.2 million equipment grant to Greater Lawrence Vocational Technical High School and Northern Essex Community
College to create a new Advanced Manufacturing Academy that will prepare the region’s workforce for a broad range of
middle skill careers in advanced manufacturing.  The new academy will add 100 new day time seats in the next 5 years
and Northern Essex will expand its evening offerings to an additional 30-45 students. Northern Essex will also plan to
utilize the facility when it establishes its Associate Degree offering in Manufacturing for an additional 15 students. In
May 2014, the Governor Patrick announced a $2 million equipment grant to Quinsigamond Community College to help
establish the Innovative Technology Acceleration Center (ITAC), an advanced manufacturing training center at the
college’s Southbridge campus. The ITAC was developed in partnership with several education, workforce and business
partners representing Worcester’s South County to deliver high demand workforce training in a state-of-the-art training
facility.

These schools offer hands-on learning in a number of innovative educational programs to support a range of career
fields, especially growing workforce sectors in high demand industries such as advanced manufacturing.

Funding for the program is provided by the Commonwealth’s Capital Plan. The Patrick Administration’s five year plan
includes $10 million in funding for a grant program to benefit Massachusetts career technical schools and community
colleges.

More information about the program, including the grant guidelines  and application, are available on the
program’swebsite and applications will be accepted on a rolling basis. The Executive Office of Housing and Economic
Development will issue funding recommendations within 60 days of receiving a complete application that is submitted by
an eligible applicant.  This new grant program complements the Administration’s Vocational Opportunity Challenge
(VOC) which in its first two years provided $2 million in grants to more nearly 60 career technical school programs
benefiting more than 3800 students. The Executive Office for Administration and Finance (EOAF) and the Executive
Office of Education (EOE) anticipate a new round of funding for the VOC program will be available in the spring.
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http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/initiatives/manufacturing/advanced-manufacturing-collaborative.html

