
NORTHAMPTON – Wednesday, October 1, 2014 – Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki today
met with manufacturing students and faculty at two western mass vocational high schools to promote the growth of the
manufacturing sector as part of the Patrick Administration’s Advanced Manufacturing Week. Secretary Bialecki began his
day with a visit to Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School in Northampton where he toured the program’s
manufacturing department. Following his visit, Secretary Bialecki will meet with students and faculty at Westfield
Vocational Technical High School in Westfield. 

“The Commonwealth is a national leader in Advanced Manufacturing, and we want to keep it that way,” said Governor
Patrick. “By working with our partners in industry and academia, we are continuing to enhance the competitiveness of
our robust advanced manufacturing industry, for today and the future.”

“Massachusetts is on the cutting-edge among states in supporting the growth of 21st century manufacturing,” said
Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki. “Together with our regional partners, we are ensuring the
next generation is equipped with the skills and knowledge needed for careers in advanced manufacturing.”

Massachusetts is home to over 7,000 manufacturers with 250,000 employees. Throughout the week, Patrick
Administration officials will participate in events that highlight the statewide effort to promote careers in advanced
manufacturing and build awareness among manufacturers about the many programs in place to support them.

On Monday, Governor Patrick proclaimed September 29, 2014 to October 3, 2014 as Advanced Manufacturing Week in
Massachusetts, underscoring the Administration’s support of the robust advanced manufacturing industry and its
workforce throughout the Commonwealth. The week-long celebration coincides with national efforts to promote the role
advanced manufacturing plays in the economy, with the third annual National Advanced Manufacturing Day being
celebrated on October 3.

Secretary Bialecki commenced Manufacturing Week celebrating with the students of Mount Wachusett Community
College’s Advanced Manufacturing Industrial Readiness Program, a six week training program. Secretary Bialecki also
awarded the City of Gardner a $200,000 MassWorks Infrastructure award to support New England Peptide’s expansion
in the Summit Industrial Park.

Manufacturing week will continue throughout the week with regional events highlighting the innovation and growth of the
innovation economy with partners in the business and academic communities.

The Patrick Administration is committed to supporting the growth of advanced manufacturing in Massachusetts, an
industry that is expected to require 100,000 jobs in the next decade and offers careers in a sector with an average
annual salary of $75,000. The week’s celebration builds on record investments in workforce training and education made
by the Administration in recent years.

"A strong manufacturing sector is essential for a strong economy," Senate Majority Leader Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst)
said, "and I applaud the Patrick Administration's commitment to expanding educational and job opportunities in this
area."

"I want to thank Governor Patrick and Secretary Bialecki for their strong commitment to expanding job opportunities in
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the manufacturing sector in Western Massachusetts,” said Representative Peter V. Kocot.  “This initiative will quickly
transition students into good paying jobs that will strengthen local economies.".

"One of the most important industries here in Westfield is manufacturing,” said  Representative John Velis. “This past
spring, Westfield Vocational Technical High School graduated the highest number of students in its history. The students
are definitely interested in these fields but more importantly, the jobs are here for them when they graduate. It’s great to
see the growth in the advanced manufacturing field, and we’re excited that the state is continuing to support that
growth."

In 2011, Governor Patrick launched the Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative (AMC), a partnership between industry
and government to help build a globally competitive manufacturing industry in Massachusetts. Its five-point agenda
brings together manufacturers, educators, academia, and other organizations to work on industry-identified priorities
including promoting manufacturing; workforce and education; manufacturing innovation; the cost of doing business
including energy management and sustainability; and access to capital resources.

The AMC’s AMP it Up! Program which launched in September 2012 and is operated by MassDevelopment, works to
build awareness among young adults and their families on the opportunities for well-paying careers in manufacturing.
Massachusetts-based nonprofit organizations that address education and workforce can apply for funding
atwww.ampitup.com. Across the Commonwealth in recognition of manufacturing week, the AMC engage manufacturers,
schools and colleges to participate in open houses, public tours, roundtable discussions, career workshops and other
events hosted by manufacturers.

In June 2013, Governor Patrick announced the creation of the Advanced Manufacturing Regional Partnership Academy,
a first-in-the-Nation program designed to meet the manufacturing industry’s future workforce needs. The Academy
provides hands-on learning opportunities, and tool and peer-education to regional leaders, helping eliminate one of the
industry’s chief concerns of finding well-trained employees to fill available jobs in manufacturing. Last month, Governor
Patrick signed an economic development package that included $12 million for the establishment of the Middle Skills
Job Training Grant Fund. The fund will provide grants to vocational-technical schools and community college to support
advanced manufacturing, mechanical and technical skills, hospitality and information technology industries training. The
fund aims to train 4,000 workers over the next four years to address the workforce and talent pipeline needs of
employers in Massachusetts.

You can follow manufacturing week on Twitter using the hashtag #mfgday14.
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