
CHELSEA - Thursday, October 2, 2014 -  Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki today joined
with State and Local officials to announce the release of a regional planning study that identifies priority development
and preservation areas for nine Metro North communities of Greater Boston. The Metro North Land Use Priority Plan 
includes individual profiles of 23 regionally-significant priority development areas identified by the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council. This includes 12 sites identified as state development priority areas.  These sites total more than
1,200 acres of land and could accommodate 11,000 housing units and 12 million square feet of commercial
development.  The plan also identifies 13 state and regional priority preservation areas.

We have been working closely with these nine communities because of the potential to create and strengthen exciting
neighborhoods in Metro North where people can live, work and play,”  said Housing and Economic Development
Secretary Greg Bialecki. “Having more places like this is critical to growing the state’s innovation economy and has been
part of our strategic vision.”

The Metro North report was a collaborative effort between the Executive Offices of Housing and Economic
Development, Energy and Environmental Affairs, MassDOT, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council and local officials. 
The report builds upon previous regional planning efforts completed during the Patrick Administration, including the
South Coast Rail Corridor Plan and the 495/Metrowest Development Compact Plan.  These plans, often referred to as
“Land Use Priority Plans,” serve as the cornerstone of the Administration’s Planning Ahead for Growth Strategy.

“The Patrick Administration is committed to working with these Metro North communities to incorporate and invest in
open space, address necessary environmental improvements, and ensure new development and infrastructure is
resilient to the impacts of climate change,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett.

White the The Metro North report also identifies 13 state and regional priority preservation areas throughout the region,
it notes that in addition to urban parks and permanently-preserved lands, the dense development of Metro North
requires innovative ways to create, reclaim or make better use of public and private land for recreational and
environmental purposes.

“Access to public transit can have a transformative impact on communities,” said MassDOT Secretary and CEO Richard
A. Davey. “The investments we are making in the Metro North region are opening up opportunities for significant job
growth, economic activity and new housing. Transit-oriented development is a growth strategy for the Patrick
Administration and it is proving successful Commonwealth-wide.”

The report, compiled by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, provides an overview of the process and methodology
used to identify Priority Development Areas in the Metro North region. The report also emphasizes the potential of Metro
North for significant growth and the role of this subregion in meeting the housing and economic development needs of
the Greater Boston region.  Because of its potential for mixed-use transit-oriented development, Metro North can help
meet the demand for multi-family housing and employer sites that are attractive to the innovation economy.  The report
also notes the challenges in Metro North, including antiquated infrastructure, the need for environmental remediation,
and climate change adaption issues. 

“The municipalities of Metro North have much to offer when it comes to livability, affordability, open space and access to
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jobs and transit. As the entire Greater Boston region grows, these are exactly the kinds of communities where folks are
going to want to live and work, and where we hope public and private investment can bring coordinated change,” said
Marc Draisen, Executive Director of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC). “we look forward to continuing our
partnership with these nine communities to ensure they grow in a way that expands opportunity for people of all
backgrounds while staying true to their unique character and history.”

The Patrick Administration has identified the Metro North sub-region as Chelsea, Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose,
Somerville, Revere, Winthrop and the Charlestown and East Boston neighborhoods.

 

The Patrick Administration has made historic investments in the Metro North region including:

$ 58 million in state and federal funding for Assembly station and infrastructure for Assembly Row

$Over 400 million in state and federal funding for the initial work on the Green Line extension, with the Lechmere,
Union Square and Brickbottom stations expected to open in 2017.

$85 million for the Silver Line extension, expected to be completed in 2016.

$ 11 million in MassWorks awards in the last three years, including $3 million for redevelopment of the Malden City
Hall site.

In November 2012, Governor Patrick announced the Commonwealth’s goal of creating 10,000 multi-family housing units
per year. By creating this type of housing, which is attractive to young families and individuals, Massachusetts is better
prepared to keep in state the skilled, young workforce which employers are seeking. Last fall, Housing and Economic
Development Secretary Greg Bialecki accepted a national “Workforce Housing” award from the Urban Land Institute,
recognizing the Patrick Administration’s leadership in pursuing a strategy to increase the supply of housing needed, and
in the places needed, for its workforce.

A listing of the state priority development and preservation areas can be found here .
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