
Wednesday—October 29, 2014—Today the Patrick Administration announced $6.23 million in funding to support the
redevelopment of the New England Center for Homeless Veterans on Court Street in Boston. The announcement
furthers the state’s Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness among Veterans released in March 2013.

“The Patrick Administration is committed to improving the lives of Massachusetts veterans,” said Undersecretary of
Housing and Community Development Aaron Gornstein. “The investment in the New England Center for Homeless
Veterans is an important step in ending homelessness among veterans.”

“Every veteran who has served our country deserves a place to call home," said Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh. "That's
why my administration is supporting this project and all efforts to make veterans homelessness a thing of the past. 
Boston has had great success in reducing homelessness, but working together with our partners, we will continue this
work until every Bostonian – including our veterans - has a safe, affordable place to call home."

The New England Center for Homeless Veterans, which currently has a limited number of rooms for veterans, is in need
of substantial repair and reconfiguration. The funds announced today by the Patrick Administration will help support the
full-scale rehabilitation and reconfiguration of the facility, resulting in 96 single room occupancy units and 165 transitional
beds for veterans.

The Department of Housing and Community Development has awarded funds to produce 370 new units of affordable
housing for low income veterans since the release of the plan in 2013, exceeding the three-year goal of 250 units.

"No one that has worn the uniform of this great nation should go without a roof over their head," said Secretary of
Veterans’ Coleman Nee. "As the national leader in veterans' services, the Commonwealth is committed to ending
veterans' homelessness. This investment from the Patrick Administration, combined with the efforts of the New England
Center for Homeless Veterans is a another great example of the Commonwealth's commitment to providing the finest
veterans' benefits and services this nation has to offer."

“The New England Center for Homeless Veterans greatly appreciates this important funding commitment by the
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development. It is the largest and final public funding
component, and a critical resource that enables us to go forward with an immediate start of construction,” said Andy
McCawley, President and Chief Executive Officer of the New England Center for Homeless Veterans. “The funding
decision exemplifies Massachusetts’ leadership in supporting Veterans, and the commitment of its citizens to ensuring
those who have served are provided a home in the nation that they committed themselves to defend.”

 

"As the Senate chair of the Joint Committee on Housing, I am deeply appreciative of Governor Patrick's commitment to
redevelop the New England Center for Homeless Veterans. Having toured the center, I understand the difference it
makes in veterans' lives, each and every day," said Senator Jamie Eldridge.

“During a time when Massachusetts is facing a homelessness crisis and a shortage of affordable housing, it is critical
that we take the necessary steps to support our veterans,” said Representative Kevin Honan, House chair of the Joint
Committee on Housing.  “This important funding will allow the New England Center for Homeless Veterans to increase
their number of beds and continue the great work they do assisting our veterans.”
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The Massachusetts Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness among Veterans seeks to ensure all Massachusetts
veterans will have a stable place to call home. The objectives of the plan are to reduce the number of homeless
veterans in the Commonwealth by 1,000 (based on the annual Point In Time count) by the end of 2015 and to
statistically end veteran homelessness in Massachusetts.  The annual Point In Time count measures the number of
homeless persons in the U.S. on a single night in, including the number of homeless veterans.   

The objectives will be achieved by four primary goals: 1) Re-house and stabilize veterans who become homeless by
implementing a housing strategy; 2) Ensure veterans most at risk of homelessness remain housed to prevent
homelessness; 3) Increase access to benefits and resources for veterans through greater intervention; and 4) Align and
integrate federal, state, and community resources to support veterans through effective partnerships.  Each goal,
focused on housing, prevention, intervention, and partnerships, is supported by a detailed action plan to accomplish the
goal over time. 

The Patrick Administration is a leading provider for veteran services and continues to implement programs to
complement efforts to end homelessness among veterans.  In 2011, the Administration launched an aggressive
employment campaign aimed to increase the hiring of Massachusetts veterans.  Among these initiatives, the Patrick
Administration partnered with major trade associations to encourage them to hire veterans and circulate information on
veterans’ benefits.  The Massachusetts Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives, the Greater Boston Chamber
of Commerce, the Massachusetts Business Roundtable, the Associated Industries of Massachusetts, the Massachusetts
Biotechnology Council, the Mass High Tech Council, the Defense Technology Initiative, and the Retailers Association of
Massachusetts are among the growing list of major trade associations committed to working with the Administration and
the Massachusetts veterans community. 
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