
HOLYOKE – Friday, December 5, 2014 – Housing and Economic Development Secretary Greg Bialecki today
announced over $2.75 million in capital equipment grants to support workforce training and education programs at
Holyoke Community College (HCC) and Westfield Vocational Technical High School. These grants will support the
purchase of equipment needed at both academic institutions to prepare students for careers in hospitality, culinary arts
and aviation, meeting a critical need for skilled workers in these industries.

“Training students for careers in today’s competitive workforce requires providing schools with cutting-edge equipment to
help them succeed,” said Secretary Bialecki. “Our vocational technical schools and community colleges provide the
educational training, coupled with hands-on applications, that is needed to prepare students for careers in the 21st
century global economy.”   

With $1.75 million in funding, HCC will double the capacity of its culinary training program by constructing a new Center
for Hospitality and Culinary Excellence in the downtown Holyoke Innovation District. The funding will allow HCC to
purchase equipment and furnishings for the new center, which will provide state-of-the-art culinary instructional facilities,
hospitality simulation labs, classrooms and training facilities for hotel and hospitality management.

“Grants like this provide the necessary tools for students to ensure they are skilled and ready to compete in the global
economy,” said Secretary of Education Matthew Malone. “We have been focused on closing gaps and opening
opportunities for all students to make sure they are prepared for their future careers.”

The new Center will allow for increased enrollment and an expansion of the one-year certificate program in Culinary
Arts to a two-year associate’s degree, as well as provide the institution with modern equipment used in the local
industry to better prepare students for careers at local hospitality and culinary establishments.

"Holyoke Community College is thrilled to be the recipient of these funds for the establishment of a Center for Culinary
and Hospitality Excellence in the Innovation District in Holyoke,” said Bill Messner, President of Holyoke Community
College. “We have a long established and highly regarded culinary/hospitality program and these funds will allow us to
expand our academic offerings to accommodate more students and better serve the growing needs in the region for
trained employees. We work closely with Springfield Technical Community College, under the aegis of our TWO
program (Training and Workforce Options) to bring the latest workforce development training to area businesses."

Westfield Vocational Technical High School received $1,026,061 to support its aviation technology education program, a
first of its kind effort in Massachusetts and New England. Together with key local partners, such as Gulfstream, AirFlyte
and B&E Precision Aircraft Components, the new aviation program will operate as a satellite campus at Barnes
Municipal Airport in Westfield.

Through the program, students will be able to graduate from high school with an Airframe and Powerplant (A&P)
license. The program will prepare students for an array of careers in the aviation industry, including pilot, maintenance,
manufacturing, air traffic control, airport management, engineering and airport design positions.

“When Westfield Vocational Technical High School started its Aviation Maintenance Technology program plan this past
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January, we knew that we had many obstacles to overcome if we wanted to start in September 2015,” said Stefan
Czaporowski, Principal of Westfield Vocational Technical High School. “With the assistance of Secretary Bialecki and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, we now have the funding to purchase the equipment necessary to open the first high
school FAA approved Airframe and Powerplant Certification Program in the state.”

In September, the Patrick Administration announced the launch of the Industry Training Capital Equipment grant
program to expand support of training programs at career technical high schools and community colleges. The capital
equipment program will fund large scale grants for the purchase of equipment to prepare students for careers in high
demand industries such as advanced manufacturing, information technology, hospitality and mechanical and technical
skills. The grant equipment program is designed to help improve the skills of students enrolling in these programs,
increase the number of students who can access training and allow employers to have access to a greater pool of
qualified talent.

Funding for the program is provided by the Commonwealth’s Capital Plan. The Patrick Administration’s five-year plan
includes $10 million in funding for a grant program to benefit Massachusetts career technical schools and community
colleges.

More information about the program, including the grant guidelines  and application, are available on the
program’swebsite and applications will be accepted on a rolling basis. The Executive Office of Housing and Economic
Development will issue funding recommendations within 60 days of receiving a complete application that is submitted by
an eligible applicant.  This new grant program complements the Administration’s Vocational Opportunity Challenge
(VOC) which in its first two years provided $2 million in grants to more nearly 60 career technical school programs
benefiting more than 3800 students. The Executive Office for Administration and Finance (EOAF) and the Executive
Office of Education (EOE) anticipate a new round of funding for the VOC program will be available in the spring.

###

http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/docs/eohed/manufacturing/s-111percussiondonotdelete-2014-capitial-equipment-grant-for-industry-training-guidelines.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/initiatives/manufacturing/advanced-manufacturing-collaborative.html

