
BOSTON – Tuesday, October 21, 2014 -- Governor Deval Patrick today joined Secretary of Education Matthew Malone
for a visit to the Action for Boston Community Development (ABCD) child care program in Boston’s South End. This visit
was part of a series of scheduled educational visits to highlight the progress made under the Patrick Administration.

“High quality early education and care programs such as those offered by ABCD help support children’s learning
attainment and growth in their educational future,” said Governor Patrick. “We have invested in education, innovation
and infrastructure and with this winning strategy the Commonwealth will continue to lead into the future.”

The Patrick Administration has advanced high-quality early education and care as an up-front strategy for closing
academic gaps and ensuring students' literacy proficiency.  Children who are exposed to high-quality enrichment
opportunities during their earliest years are more likely to be prepared for kindergarten and success in elementary
school and beyond.  The Governor’s education agenda has achieved renewed investment in early learning opportunities
and comprehensive support services to children and their families that is helping keep the Massachusetts economy
growing.

“This Administration has been committed to investing in early education, knowing that these years are essential to lay
the foundation for children’s future educational successes,” said Secretary Malone. “Programs like this that operate
across the Commonwealth are providing critical language and literacy skills to our youngest students.”

"Having accessible high-quality early education opportunities for all families in the Commonwealth is critical to ensuring
that all children have a strong foundation for learning and achievement at high levels," said Board of Early Education
and Care Chairman Jay Gonzalez.  "We must continue to support the full potential of Massachusetts' early education
and care system as these investments are good for children and families, the state's workforce and economy, and our
future prosperity as a whole."

"It is through the dedication and hard work of our educators and staff that we are able to provide Massachusetts'
children and families with access to high quality early learning opportunities that support their success and well-being,"
said Commissioner Tom Weber. "With the support of Governor Patrick and the legislature, we have made strategic
investments to advance the early education and care system in the Commonwealth that will support future generations
and benefit all of us through a stronger economy and community."

ABCD’s Head Start and Early Head Start programs work with more than 2,200 young children and their families each
year prepare for success in school by providing high-quality early education.  These services include early education
and care for homeless families, families involved with the Department of Children and Families, and teen parents. 
ABCD recently signed on to be part of the Commonwealth's application for a $60M, four-year federal Preschool
Expansion Grant.  If awarded, nearly 800 four year old children in Boston will have access to a full day high quality
preschool program through a public school/community-based provider partnership model. 

"ABCD has been proud to partner with Governor Patrick in his efforts to expand access to affordable high quality early
education and care. Through our Head Start program we witness a child’s social, academic and health development
excel, and we work with their families to prepare them for success in school and life," said ABCD President/CEO John
Drew.  "Comprehensive access to early education directly impacts the lives of Boston’s most vulnerable children and
provides tools to help them lead healthier lives.”
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Under the Patrick Administration there has been increased funding for Early Education and Care (EEC) programs to
expand resources for workforce development and increased funding for child care access. The FY15 budget provides
$15 million in new early education and care financial assistance to allow up to 2,500 children to be taken off the current
waitlist, giving more children access to programs.  Currently more than 57,000 children attend an early education and
care program in Massachusetts through subsidy funding.

The Department of Early Education and Care oversees over 10,000 family child care and group child care programs
across the Commonwealth, including programs that operate during the summer months.  In addition to providing
financial assistance for families to access these high-quality programs that support their children's growth, development
and learning, EEC works within local communities to provide resources through partnerships with libraries, museums,
parks, family health centers, and in other informal settings.  These resources include an online calendar of "brain
building" events and "brain building zones" across the state (www.brainbuildinginprogress.org), and media-based child
development tools for parents to use with their children (www.resourcesforearlylearning.org).
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