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MA Farm to 
Cafeteria 
Conference - January 
13  

Attention Mass. Farmers! 
Buyer Tradeshow/Networking Session & Food Safety Panel - Free to 
Massachusetts farmers! 
 
Located at College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA - A Buyer Tradeshow and 
Networking Session for Massachusetts farmers in conjunction with the third 
Massachusetts Farm to Cafeteria Conference. Growers will have an opportunity to 
speak one-to-one with buyers interested in finding local wholesale producers.  In 
addition to invited produce distributors, farmers will also have the time to directly 
network with 300+ conference attendees, including buyers from institutions in 
their region during our Regional Networking Sessions.  
 
Growers are also invited to a morning workshop about the most up-to-date 'On-
Farm Food Safety Practices and Food Safety Certifications' as it relates to 
institutional sales.  Panel Speakers:  Amanda Kinchla, UMass Extension, Food 
Science Department, Michael Botelho, MA Department of Agricultural Resources, 
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Commonwealth Quality Program (CQP). Registration:  Registration for 
Massachusetts' farmers is FREE!  Click here for more information and to 
complete your registration online. Registration deadline is January 7, 2015. 
 
These exciting events are organized as part of the Mass. Farm to Cafeteria 
Conference which brings together farm to cafeteria advocates - farmers, food 
service professionals, educators, policy makers, public health advocates, 
community organizers, youth leaders and more - for a daylong event with 
workshops and panel discussions addressing a wide variety of farm to school 
topics.  Farmers are welcome to join us for lunch and stay for the entire 
conference.  Cost to attend the additional afternoon session and join us for lunch 
is $25.  Click here for more information.  
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USDA REAP Update 
 
USDA Rural Development (RD) has issued an update regarding their Renewable 
Energy for America Program (REAP). Although the funding announcement & 
application deadline for the REAP energy application has not yet been published, 
USDA RD will accept & encourage application submissions year round.  USDA RD 
now expects the application deadline to be in the spring of 2015.   
 
Applications are being accepted from small rural business and agricultural 
producers for grants for the installation of energy efficiency improvements & 
renewable energy systems 
 
The MA application templates for 2015 have been revised. There are 6 available 
templates, based on project size with links to download available on our website. 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/maREAP.html.  Please ensure that you are using the 
correct application. 
 
1.)       EE_small_80K or less= Energy Efficiency with Total projects cost of $80,000 
or less 
2.)       EE_middle_80K+-199K= Energy Efficiency with total project costs between 
$80,001-199,999 
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http://www.massfarmtoschool.org/conference/
http://www.massfarmtoschool.org/conference/
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=CAjNpOtRvcQhPfjSQa9WDPdzjAZOgooz
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/maREAP.html


3.)       EE_Large_200k+ Energy Efficiency with total projects costs of $200,00 or 
more 
4.)       RE_small_80k_less =Renewable Energy projects with total Project Cost of 
$80K or less 
5.)       RE-middle_80K+-199K=Renewable Energy projects with total projects costs 
between 80,001-199,999 
6.)       RE_Large_200k+=Renewable Energy projects with total project costs of 
$200,000 or more  
 
While our current regulation is undergoing a re-write and also expected to be 
published in 2015; it should not affect current applications. Constructions costs 
incurred prior to the submission of a complete application & agency 
environmental review will not be considered. 
 
It would be most helpful, while giving advice on realistic expectations of funding 
to have a working pipeline of potential applications per state. If you plan on 
submitting a REAP application for this upcoming funding cycle to MA, CT, or RI 
(expected to happen in the spring), please send an email, with the following: 

1) State that the project located in 
2) Name of applicant/organization 
3) Amount or approx. range 

 

This information is not public.  It does not have to be exact, and you will not 
penalized if do not submit. A separate email will be sent when the REAP 
application deadline has been published.  
 
Please call USDA’s RD Energy Coordinator if you have questions. Anne Correia, 
Energy Coordinator, BCP Specialist, Business & Cooperative Programs, Rural 
Development, USDA, West Wareham, MA. 508-295-5151 Ext. 3, 
www.rurdev.usda.gov/ma.   
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Branding & Communication Strategies 
 

Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) is holding a seven-
workshop series on Branding & Communication Strategies from January-March 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ma
http://www.buylocalfood.org/


2015. This series will provide farmers and business owners with effective 
communication strategies and one-on-one support to implement and improve 
direct marketing communications. Although examples in the workshop will be 
farm related, the skills and methodology will be relevant to all businesses. 
Participation in the whole series is encouraged, and to be eligible for free one-on-
one support, you must attend a minimum of four workshops. Dinner will be 
served at each session. The cost to attend the series is $80 for CISA’s Local Hero 
members, or $15 each for individual workshops. The non-member fee is $100 for 
the series, or $18 each for individual workshops. Register online at 
buylocalfood.org or contact Devon Whitney-Deal at devon@buylocalfood.org or 
413-665-7100 ext. 22.   
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2015 “Pulse of Agriculture” Producer Survey 

 
Please Participate: Farm Credit East is once again conducting its annual “Pulse of 
Agriculture Survey”. This survey asks about your experience in 2014, and your 
expectations for the year ahead. Producers who complete the survey will be 
eligible to win one of four $250 gift cards! There is no purchase necessary to win, 
and you do not need to be a Farm Credit customer to enter. The survey will only 
take a few minutes to complete, and no personally identifying information will be 
released. Results will be released in statistical form on FarmCreditEast.com and in 
Farm Credit East publications.  

This survey is an important part of Farm Credit East’s research, educational 
programming and agricultural economic development advocacy. Your 
participation would be most appreciated.  They are conducting this brief survey to 
learn more about Northeast producers' 2014 results and expectations for the year 
ahead. Anyone engaged in the business of agriculture, commercial fishing or 
forest products within the states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York or Rhode Island is invited to participate. The 
survey will not take more than 15 minutes to complete. Responses are mostly 
multiple choice – no long essay answers required. Responses will be kept 
confidential and be used only for statistical purposes.  
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This year’s survey is being conducted in cooperation with the New York Farm 
Viability Institute (NYFVI), which supports applied research, agricultural economic 
development and educational programming. Farm Credit East and NYFVI will work 
together to review results and release the findings. At the completion of the 
survey, statistical results will be compiled and made available on 
FarmCreditEast.com and nyfvi.org. 

To participate in this survey, please click here. To be entered into the drawing for 
a chance to win a $250 Visa gift, Northeast farmers, fisherman and forest 
product producers must complete this survey by January 1, 2015. Thank you for 
your participation! (Only winners will be contacted. Information collected will not 
be used for sales solicitations). 
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*For our ongoing list of events and workshops, visit and bookmark: 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/events/. 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

 
  

   
  

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its 
four divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal 
Health, and Crop and Pest Services – MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich 
diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and 
environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in 
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit MDAR’s website at 
mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/MDARCommish. 
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