
Draft 2014 ocean plan, background information and relevant documents

BOSTON – Wednesday, September 24, 2014 - Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today released the first update to the Massachusetts
Ocean Management Plan, which was released in 2009 as a nation-leading first
comprehensive plan for state ocean waters. Required by the Oceans Act signed by
Governor Patrick in May 2008, the ocean plan protects critical marine habitat and
important water-dependent uses and sets standards for ocean-based development. The
Oceans Act also requires that the plan be updated at least every five years.

“We’ve gained significant real-world experience in implementing the ocean plan," said
Secretary Bartlett. “That know-how is the foundation for this update, which is the
culmination of more than a year and a half of work assessing the original plan and
assembling expert and public input on how to improve on the framework it established.”

In January 2013, EEA initiated the review and update of the ocean plan, which was led
by EEA’s Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM). These efforts were guided by input
and advice from a 17-member Ocean Advisory Commission and nine-member Ocean
Science Advisory Council.

“This first update of the ocean plan represents a tremendous team effort to assemble the
best new science and information, balance emerging ocean management priorities with
resource and marine use protection and ensure continued effective implementation of the
plan,” said CZM Director Bruce Carlisle. “I’d like to thank everyone who committed time,
expertise, and input to help improve the ocean plan as it moves forward.”

The ocean plan review and update process included a comprehensive  assessment of
progress to date in meeting the requirements established by the Oceans Act and the
initial ocean plan, as well as extensive public and expert participation efforts. To ensure
that priority goals were achieved through the process, EEA released a scope for the
ocean plan update that included four main elements: 1) ensuring that the best and most
current information be included in the updated plan, identifying trends that have been
measured and/or observed since 2009; 2) advancing the planning and siting of potential
transmission corridors from federally designated Wind Energy Areas to landside electric
grid interconnections in Massachusetts; 3) advancing planning and siting to identify
potential areas for offshore sand resources for beach and dune nourishment to support
community-based shoreline projection projects and 4) developing a fee schedule and
guidance for the Ocean Development Mitigation Fee for projects subject to the plan.

Four public hearings were held on the plan update and review process in Boston, New
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Bedford, Gloucester and Barnstable. In addition, six technical work groups made up of
nearly 100 scientists and experts were convened to review scientific data and identify
and characterize important trends in ocean resources and uses on habitat, fisheries,
sediment resources, recreational and cultural services, transportation and navigation and
energy and infrastructure. Two public workshops were held to share information and
solicit input and feedback on the findings and recommendations of the work groups. In
addition, public meetings with the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and the
Massachusetts Clean Energy Center were held on offshore wind and transmission, and
workshops convened by the Coastal Erosion Commission in May and June 2014 served
as forums for dialogue and feedback.

The 2014 draft ocean plan released today contains the
following proposed revisions:

Science and Data - The draft identifies trends in and new data for ocean habitats
and ecosystem components, human uses, economics, cultural and archeological
aspects and climate change, as well as a series of 10 science and data priorities for
the next five years of ocean plan implementation.

Offshore Wind Project Transmission - The draft identifies preliminary
transmission corridor routes for further investigation, addresses concerns raised by
commercial fishing interests and local communities and supports “smart” offshore wind
development to streamline the process for the wind industry.

Offshore Sand for Beach Nourishment - Recognizing that areas of many
coastal communities are experiencing severe erosion, flooding and storm damage,
and that beach nourishment and dune restoration can offer an important alternative
for shoreline protection that works with the natural system, the draft identifies
preliminary offshore sand resource areas for further investigation with the goal of
advancing up to three pilot projects in next five years to evaluate the future use of
offshore sand for shoreline protection.

Ocean Development Mitigation Fee - The draft includes a proposed fee
structure and accompanying guidance for the determination of mitigation fees for
ocean development projects.

The 2014 draft ocean plan is now available for public review and comment. The 60-day
public comment period closes on Tuesday, November 25, 2014 and the following public
hearings have been scheduled: October 8 in Ipswich, October 14 in Hyannis, October 20
in New Bedford, October 22 in Martha’s Vineyard, and October 27 in Boston.
Seewww.mass.gov/eea/mop for commenting instructions and an online copy of the draft
plan, along with information on the review and update process and links to ocean plan
data and documents.

In Governor Patrick’s first term, he signed a suite of legislation committed to preserving
and protecting Massachusetts’ natural resources and promoting clean energy including
the Oceans Act, Global Warming Solutions Act, Green Jobs Act and Green Communities
Act.
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