
Boston, MA – Tuesday, September 30, 2014 - Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today announced $52,000 in grants for two river
restoration projects. The funds support dam removals that will revitalize iconic rivers
flowing through downtown Andover and Plymouth.

"Ecological restoration projects, especially dam removal projects that involve heavy
equipment and specialized engineering, deliver valuable environmental benefits and
support good jobs that stimulate the local economy,” said Secretary Bartlett. “With each
dam removal project completed, the restoration economy in Massachusetts grows.”

The Department of Fish and Game’s (DFG) Division of Ecological Restoration (DER) has
partnered with both towns as well as federal and non-profit groups interested in restoring
the health of Town Brook in Plymouth and the Shawsheen River in Andover.

“DER’s hallmark is partnering with local communities to restore river and wetland
ecosystems, sustain fisheries and mitigate flooding,” said DFG Commissioner Mary
Griffin. “These projects will help restore river herring and further enhance the stream
habitats for other native fish and wildlife.”

A $40,000 grant to the Town of Plymouth will support the removal of the Plymco Dam.
Town Brook was the source of fresh water for the Pilgrims who settled at Plymouth
Harbor in 1620. Despite many decades of damming and pollution, surveys by DFG’s
Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) have found that Town Brook supports a remarkably
strong population of river herring. Removal of the Plymco Dam complements the removal
of the Off Billington Street Dam in 2013 and the Town Brook Dam in 2002.  

Restoration activities include the removal of the dam and replacement with an open-
bottom arch span that meets the Commonwealth's standards for stream continuity. In
addition, utilities will be upgraded and native wetland plants will be planted next spring.  

A $12,000 grant will provide project management support for the Shawsheen River
Restoration Project in Andover. The funds will be used for regulatory coordination and
project management by the non-profit Center for Ecosystem Restoration, which has been
one of the leaders of the project with DER since 2007.

The Shawsheen River Restoration Project involves the planned removal of two dams
located in downtown Andover. The Balmoral Dam is owned by the Town and the
Marland Place Dam is owned by Atria Senior Living, a senior center located adjacent to
the dam. Both dams are wildlife barriers and a hazard to boaters using the river.

“We are excited about this opportunity to make the Shawsheen River an improved
recreational resource for paddlers and many who enjoy the river and recognize its
importance to the Town of Andover,” said Buzz Stapcyzinski, Andover Town Manager.

Plymouth partners include the Town of Plymouth, DMF, NOAA Restoration Center, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and American Rivers.  Funding assistance was also
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provided by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, the
Massachusetts Environmental Trust, and the Corporate Wetlands Restoration
Partnership.

Andover partners include: the Town of Andover, Atria Senior Living LLC, the Center for
Ecosystem Restoration, NOAA Restoration Center, USFWS, and DFG’s Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife. This project recently received funding as part of the $4.5 Million
award to DER from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation through the Hurricane
Sandy Coastal Resiliency Grant.

Under the Patrick Administration, Massachusetts went from near the bottom in dam
removal to seventh in the nation, according to data collected by American Rivers. In the
past four years, Massachusetts has consistently been one of the top three states in the
nation in dams removed per year.

The mission of the Division of Ecological Restoration is to restore and protect the
Commonwealth’s rivers, wetlands and watersheds for the benefit of people and the
environment.  The Division was created in 2009 with the merger of the Riverways and
Wetland Restoration Programs.

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) is responsible for promoting the conservation
and enjoyment of the Commonwealth's natural resources. DFG carries out this mission
through land protection and wildlife habitat management, management of inland and
marine fish and wildlife species, and ecological restoration of fresh water, salt water, and
terrestrial habitats. DFG promotes enjoyment of the Massachusetts environment through
outdoor skills workshops, fishing festivals and other educational programs, and by
enhancing access to the Commonwealth's rivers, lakes, and coastal waters.

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/der/
http://www.mass.gov/dfg

