
MONTAGUE – Monday, October 27, 2014 – Massachusetts Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EEA) Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett today announced more than $2.6 million in
investments for parks, open space and recreation improvements in nine Western
Massachusetts communities.

Secretary Bartlett made the announcements in Montague where a Parkland Acquisitions
and Renovations for Communities (PARC) grant will fund construction of a skatepark at
Unity Park, which has been a goal for local residents since the late 1990’s.

“The Patrick Administration is committed to improving our parks and open spaces across
the Commonwealth,” said Secretary Bartlett. “In addition to preserving open space,
improving recreational opportunities and protecting the Commonwealth’s natural
resources, these investments will create economic growth across the region.”

The PARC Program (formerly the Urban Self-Help Program) was established in 1977 to
assist cities and towns in acquiring and developing land for park and outdoor recreation
purposes. Any community with an up-to-date Open Space and Recreation Plan is eligible
to apply for the program. Since 1961, Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND)
grants have helped cities and towns acquire land for conservation and outdoor
recreational uses. To qualify for the reimbursement grants, communities must fund
projects upfront and the protected open space must be open to the public. The Drinking
Water Supply Protection (DWSP) program provides funds to assist cities and towns
throughout the Commonwealth in protecting the quality and quantity of public drinking
water supply sources.

Since taking office, Governor Patrick has made a historic investment of more than $360
million in land conservation focused on three goals: investing in urban parks, preserving
working farms and forests and protecting large natural landscapes for habitat. This
investment has resulted in the permanent protection of more than 125,000 acres of land
and the renovation or creation of more than 190 parks. The new parks and open space
created are within a 10 minute walk of 1.5 million residents – about a quarter of the
Commonwealth’s population.

The 2014 Grants for Western Massachusetts are:
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Montague Unity Skate
Park PARC $272,000

This project will
include
construction of a
new skatepark,
which has been
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a longtime goal
for local
residents.

Greenfield Green River
Park PARC $400,000

The project will
include the
installation of
new playground
structures, a new
pavilion,
basketball court
and dog park, as
well as upgrades
to make the site
more accessible
to people of all
abilities.

Northampton Pulaski Park PARC $400,000

The project will
include the
construction of a
central green, a
natural play
landscape, a
plaza with
movable tables
and chairs, a
water feature for
stormwater
management,
preservation of
mature trees and
new trees to be
planted and a
new overlook
with access to
the Manhan Rail
Trail.

Springfield Balliet Park PARC $400,000

The project will
include the
renovation of the
baseball
diamond and
tennis courts,
installation of a
playground and
swing set
equipment,
establishment of
a picnic area and
improved access



to park
entrances and
walkways.
Springfield is
using its Our
Common
Backyards Grant
to construct a
splash pad at the
park as well.

Amherst

Completing
Protection of
Owens Pond
and Gulf
Pond at the
Wentworth
Farm
Conservation
Area

LAND $235,655

Acquisition of
this parcel will
establish
complete town
ownership of a
popular pond,
park, and
passive frontage
on second pond.
Owens Pond is
heavily used by
residents of
adjacent housing
complexes for
subsistence
fishing.

Monson

Stephen and
June
Skorupski
Woodlands

LAND $206,975

Portion of family
farm undergoing
generational
transition; son
wishes to focus
agriculture
business on
parcel across the
street. Very
inviting open
frontage to
forested and
wetland parcel.

Northfield

Ames
Property:
Beers
Mountain
Recreation
Area

LAND $135,270

This large forest
parcel has
unique historical
and water
features and will
provide trail and
other recreation
opportunities.
The site also
includes 19



acres of hayfield.
Mt. Grace Land
Conservation
Trust is a partner
on this project.

Northampton
Ecological
Heart of the
Saw Mill Hills

LAND $171,088

Forested area
will provide
inviting, much-
needed access
to SawMill Hills
Cons. Area.
Existing trail
network and
maple sugar
shack will be
open to the
public.

Amherst
Department
of Public
Works

Atkins
Reservoir
Zone A/B

DWSP $256,125

This grant will
protect two
parcels in Zones
A and B of the
Atkins Reservoir
watershed that
are critical to the
local water
supply.

Springfield
Water and
Sewer
Commission)

Bliss
Property DWSP $126,500

This grant will
protect 190
acres of mixed
forestland along
Henry Brook in
Blandford. The
brook flows into
the Cobble
Mountain
Reservoir, a
water supply
source for much
of Hampden
County.

New England
Forestry
Foundation

Hames
Woodlot

Conservation
Partnership $15,624

This grant will
protect two
parcels in
Orange that are
entirely wooded
with mature
hemlock and red
oak.



###

Follow EEA's Secretary Bartlett on Twitter — View EEA's photos on Flicker — View
EEA's videos on YouTube

View EEA's Energy Smarts blog — View EEA's The Great Outdoors blog — Visit
EEA'swebsite

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114-2119
617-626-1000 (office) / 617-626-1181 (fax)

http://www.twitter.com/masseea
http://www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/
http://www.youtube.com/MassEEA
http://www.mass.gov/blog/energy
http://www.mass.gov/blog/environment
http://www.mass.gov/eea

